Mrs. Smith, Room 112

The Cavalier-- NEWSPAPER SYLLABUS
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The Newspaper course is designed to give students a basic understanding of journalism and newspaper writing techniques. Students will write, edit, and layout nine issues of the school newspaper, in an online version.  The Senior Edition will be the only edition that will be printed.   Students in this course do all the work for publication of each issue of the paper. Students will develop their writing abilities and editing skills by creating several articles for the school paper. Students will also develop skills in photography and interviewing skills. The course will also require some after school deadlines as well as some out-of-school time for news coverage. Meeting deadlines is a MUST.  Each day that the newspaper does not meet deadline means a deduction of five points from the score.  Since Newspaper is a group project, all member of the group will receive the same grade for the edition.  Working well and cooperating with your Newspaper team is required.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To write effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes and occasions. 

· To develop skills needed for visual communication. 

· To develop speaking, listening, viewing and critical thinking skills. 

· To use current technology to enhance learning. 

· To produce quality issues of the school newspaper. 

· Practice ethical journalism. 

· Meet deadlines on time. 

· Understand, appreciate and develop skills in photojournalism. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS: ·

· Lots of notebook paper · 

· Notebook- 3 ring notebook or binder 

· Ink pens and pencils 

· Access to a technology for current event research and editing assignments

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

· Students will adhere to Scholastic Journalism rules and regulations. · 

· Students will experience all aspects of Journalism. · 

· Students are required to meet assigned deadlines for in class publications.

· Attendance to outside events (games, lectures, dances, plays, etc.) to cover assigned stories is mandatory. · 

· Students are expected to uphold a positive and respectful attitude. · 

· Students who get into trouble at school (In-school suspension or Alternative School) will lose their spot on the newspaper staff and all privileges that come with that position.  

· All interviews are to be conducted in person, unless otherwise approved.

· Take pride in the paper and staff. Please protect our reputation and privileges.

· We are a family! Treat others with respect and dignity. · 

· While individual work is necessary, working as a team member is essential.

· Maintain computer equipment, provided cameras and press passes. · 

· Keep work areas clean and organized. · 

· Attendance and punctuality to class and to all deadlines is required and expected. 

STANDARDS OF EVALUATION: · 

Newspaper editions will be counted as tests grades and will fall into the 50% category.  Thus, it is very important to meet deadlines.  Late work will be accepted with a loss of five (5) points per day until the date the work is turned in.  Grades are based upon the effort and quality of completed work including monthly papers, online blogging on our Facebook and Instragram pages and weekly assignments (i.e. Friday work). · Consistent staff participation through planning and development of all phases of production is expected. · Quality completion of individual and group assignments is essential. · Meeting staff established deadline schedule is a MUST. · Daily/Weekly composite participation grade, which includes meeting deadlines, planning, and peer editing (25%). · Adherence to staff established deadlines, section and issue development, creativity and design, and formal publication fall into the TEST category (50%).  In order for the paper to be published in a timely manner, it is essential the work be turned in by the deadline. If an article, picture, etc. is not turned in when required, the article, picture, etc. (first draft) will be graded with points deducted, based on the date the work in turned in. Each student is expected to develop five (subject to change) quality pieces throughout each nine-week period, distributed over two issues. A quality piece is defined as one that is of sufficient length and content to challenge the student. Each piece will go into the student’s newspaper portfolio, upon which the student’s nine-week grade will be evaluated. Laying-out the paper is considered the equivalent of producing two pieces of work. Students are expected to PRINT OUT and SAVE all of their work in their file in the classroom and submit it to Mrs. Smith via email. 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS 

· Students will be expected to obey all school rules as outlined in the student handbook. 

· Students will respect other students and staff and in no way impede their ability to teach and learn. 

· The student will work to his or her highest potential. 

· Students may not leave the room without signing out. 

· Students must check and ASK Mrs. Smith before leaving the class. 

· Process of class: 

a. Articles are assigned by the editor[s] and/or Mrs. Smith. 

b. Determine if interviews will be necessary and prepare an interview plan. Have it approved by Mrs. Smith. 

c. Complete your interviews; prepare a brief outline of your article; write your rough draft. 

d. Submit your rough draft (MUST be typed/emailed) to Mrs. Smith AFTER you have submitted the article to TWO members of the news staff and they have completed peer editing. 

e. Mrs. Smith will proofread and edit the article and return it to you for the purpose of rewriting. Rewrites are then submitted for final preparation. 

g. The editor[s] (with Mrs. Smith’s permission) will make the decision as to IF/WHEN an article will be used and WHERE in the paper the article will be placed. Editors will also EDIT any article as needed. 

h. News staff will follow the instructions of the editor[s] (and Mrs. Smith), doing their best to make the articles, pictures, etc. ‘fit’ into the proposed sections of the paper as per instructions. 

· BADGES 
1. All students will be provided an identification badge with news staff names for the 2016-2017 school year. 

2. Badges must be worn in plain sight at any time the student is out of the classroom, including community travel. 
3. Newspaper badges allow you to leave the room AFTER you have checked with Mrs. Smith, and badges guarantee you safe passage in the halls. This badge DOES NOT guarantee your entry into other classrooms. That permission can only be granted by the classroom teacher. 
4. This badge is a PRIVILEDGE, NOT A RIGHT. Misuse of this privilege will result in LOSS of privilege AND/OR EXPULSION FROM CLASS.
I have read over the syllabus and I have noted that classroom behavior and student responsibility are significant factors in determining the final grade.  I also have read and understand the class policies.  I also understand that I can contact Mrs. Smith at Natasha.smith@crockettschools.net or call CCHS at 731-696-4525 to set-up a meeting with the teacher.

Student name:____________________________



Student signature:_________________________

Parent name:_____________________________



Parent signature:__________________________

