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How to create a college-going culture  
for your elementary school student 

Kids who grow up with “when you go to college” rather than “if you go to college”  
are more likely to see themselves as college-bound. Here are some tips for  

promoting a college-going culture at home: 

! Set clear expectations for attending college by instilling the idea that school does not end 
with high school. And start laying the foundation early. 
! Demonstrate that you are a lifelong learner yourself. You can set the example by enrolling 
in continuing education courses. If you attend seminars or training through your work, talk to 
your child about the new things you are learning. 
! Make college preparation a part of the daily routine. Help your child develop necessary 
habits for college. College-ready students are focused, organized, and have good study habits. 
They are strong readers and writers.  
! Watch college sports on television. College games can be big motivators for children to 
want to attend college. 
! Talk it up by talking about what it takes to get to college and why it is important. Help your 
child see the connection between college and career. 
! Allow your child to dress in college wear. A little college pride will help create that college-
going culture. 
! Discuss college options…Community college, technical college, four-year universities, public 
and private. 
! Encourage your child’s interests and talents. Those interests may later translate to a course 
of study, a career, or a lifelong passion. Whatever the outcome, your child will benefit from 
your support. 

Important Dates 

Oct. 1 Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Oct. 2 Walk to School Day 
Oct. 4-11 FALL BREAK 
Oct. 14-18 Fire Prevention Week 
Oct. 17 Fall Family Night at FCHS 
Oct. 26 Rock Creek Fall Festival 

Getting Ready for College… 

A Kid’s Guide 

! Do your best in school. 
! Read a lot. 
! Have fun learning! 


