
The Harlem Renaissance 

The twenties saw great cultural accomplishments within the African American community. An increase 

in blank racial pride and awareness led many black intellectuals to produce works of art portraying the 

daily lives of working-class African Americans. Langston Hughes wrote poetry, short stories, and play 

about the black experience. Female writer, Zora Neal Hurston, gained fame for her novel Their Eyes 

Were Watching God. Many other black painters, dancers, and musicians also produced enduring works 

of art. Because much of this cultural movement took place in New York City, it became known as the 

Harlem Renaissance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lost Generation 

Most saw the 1920s as a time of great prosperity in the United States. However, not everyone embraced 

the consumerism and materialism of the day. The period saw a number of writers gain notoriety for 

their attacks on the trends in U.S. society. One group of writers became known as The Lost Generation 

because they felt lost in a society of greed and moral corruption. Among their numbers were F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, who authored The Great Gatsby, and Ernest Hemmingway, who wrote of the Lost Generation 

in his novel, The Sun also Rises. 

"I hope she'll be a fool--that's the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool... You see, I 

think everything's terrible anyhow... And I know. I've been everywhere and seen everything and done 

everything." 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, Ch. 1 

"This is a valley of ashes--a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and 

grotesque gardens; where ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and, finally, 

with a transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air. 



Occasionally a line of gray cars crawls along an invisible track, gives out a ghastly creak, and comes to 

rest, and immediately the ash-gray men swarm up with leaden spades and stir up an impenetrable 

cloud, which screens their obscure operations from your sight." 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, Ch. 2 

"I felt a haunting loneliness sometimes, and felt it in others--young clerks in the dusk, wasting the most 

poignant moments of night and life." 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, Ch. 3 

"I've been drunk for about a week now, and I thought it might sober me up to sit in a library." 

- F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, Ch. 3 

Disillusioned teens and young adults fixated on all the things their elders tried to ignore, and the 

American “cool” for these teens focused on illegal or illicit behavior and the abandonment of traditional 

morality. Urban teens flocked to dive bars, drugs and alcohol. Traditions of the past still held strong in 

many rural areas. 

It Is Never, Under Any Circumstance, Hip to Be Square 
A Helpful Guide to Being Cool in the 20s 

What is ……. Cool Square 

Music? Blues, jazz, bebop Gospel, patriotic songs, marches 

Transpiration Trains, planes, and automobiles Horse and buggy, bicycle, 
walking 

Art? Edward Hopper, Jackson Pollack Norman Rockwell 

Literature? F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great 
Gatsby; Jack Kerouac, On the 
Road 

The Bible 

Architecture? Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Falling 
Water,” William Van Alen’s 
Chrysler Building 

Queen Anne Style, American 
Foursquare, anything “quaint” 

Design? Art Deco Arts and Crafts Movement 

Work? Artist, musician, author, poet, 
architect, bartender, 
unemployed 

Minister, teacher, doctor, 
banker, accountant, lawyer, 
maid 

Recreation? Opium addiction, alcoholism, 
Russian roulette, swing dancing 

Sports, crossword, kitting, 
square dancing 

*The History of the United States – Mental Floss 
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