English Language Arts Standards >> Language >> Language Progressive Skills

The chart below shows the progression of Language Arts Skills according to Common Core Standards. The chart shows when the students will learn the skills. This chart will help the students and parents understand the expectations related to grammar. 
Language Arts skills build on each other. It’s essential students master and maintain the skills as they learn them. Please note the skills learned in 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grade.  While we will review the skills covered in 3rd through 6th grade, our primary focus will be on the 7th grade skills. If students need additional practice or instruction in any of the basic skills, is essential the students continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking.

	Standard
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	L.3.1f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.3.a. Choose words and phrases for effect.
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.3.3a. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.4.1g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; there/their).
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.4.3a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.1
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.4.3b. Choose punctuation for effect. 
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	L.5.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.5.2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.2
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.1c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.1d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.1e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language.
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.3a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.3
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L.6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	L. 7.1a Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	L. 7.1b Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	L. 7.1c Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	L. 7.2a Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old [,] green shirt).
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	L. 7.2b Spell correctly
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	L.7.3a Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.
	
	
	
	
	X
	X


1. 3.1f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.

2. 3.a. Choose words and phrases for effect.

3. 3.3a. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.

4. 4.1g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; there/their)

5. 4.3a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

6. 4.3b. Choose punctuation for effect.

7. 5.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.

8. 5.2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.† (commas)
9. 6.1c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.

10. 6.1d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).

11. 6.1e. Recognize variations from Standard English in their own and others’ writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. (coding- we shift our tone/language depending on our audience)
12. 6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. (appositive) Use punctuation for impact and meaning, not just for mechanical purposes.
13. 6.3a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.‡ Sentence variety (simple, compound, complex) 
14. 6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.

_______________________________Pre-7th Grade Skills _________________________

15. 7.1c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.

16. 7.3a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

17. 8.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

18. 9–10.1a. Use parallel structure.

Analysis and Implications of the CCSS Language Progressive Skills Standards

Of the 18 CCSS Language Progressive Skills Standards, 14 are Grade 3-6 Standards. Clearly the writers of the CCSS have chosen to notch up the rigor of previous state standards by devolving most of the heavy instructional lifting of grammar, usage, and conventions skills to elementary teachers.

The CCSS defines grammar, usage, and conventions as “skills.” Skills are to be applied to the writing craft. National Writing Project, Writers Workshop, and Writing Process advocates have been loath to accept this skills/craft instructional distinction.

Tacit acknowledgement is made that these grammar, usage, and conventions skills must be reviewed at each grade level. In other words, the cyclical nature of skills acquisition is affirmed. Unlike many previous state standards documents, the CCSS writers seem to get the fact that “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” The examples in Appendix A of the CCSS document are helpful in this regard.

Although the writers of the CCSS document have been careful to leave methodological autonomy to teachers, the inclusion of a separate language strand, the labeling of grammar, usage, and conventions as “skills,” and the review component of the 18 Language Progressive Skills Standards certainly promote some means of both direct and differentiated instruction in the Standards themselves.

The grammar, usage, and conventions skills require deep instruction, not just review practice, as with Daily Oral Language or Daily Language Review methodologies. And that means intensive, direct instruction and guided practice following an instructional sequence that includes the review components as scaffolding to build onto with new skills. Periodic “mini-lessons” are just not going to cut it. Each of the 18 Language Progressive Skills Standards cries out for diagnostic assessments and differentiated instruction for the sake of instructional efficiency and individual mastery.
