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Stink the Incredible
Shrinking Kid
by Megan McDonald

KLM

Shrink, shrank, shrunk!
Every morning, Judy Moody measures Stink and it's always the same: three feet, eight inches tall. Stink feels like even the class newt
is growing faster than he is. Then, one day, the ruler reads -- can it be? -- three feet, seven and three quarters inches! Is Stink
shrinking? He tries everything to look like he’s growing, but wearing up-and-down stripes and spiking his hair aren't fooling anyone
into thinking he's taller. If only he could ask James Madison -- Stink's hero, and the shortest person ever to serve as President of the
United States.

The Lucky Baseball Bat
by Matt Christopher

KLM

Martin is new to the neighborhood, and wants to make a good impression on his new teammates. But when he loses his lucky
baseball bat, Martin fears that he has also lost his ability to play baseball. Will Martin be able to continue his winning streak without
the bat?

Summer Reading is Killing
Me
by Jon Scieszka

NOPQ

El Deafo
by Cece Bell

NOPQ Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing

The Real Slam Dunk
by Charisse Richardson

NOPQ Marcus Robinson is psyched! Tomorrow, his class is going on a field trip to a professional basketball arena to meet the one and only

Hatchet
by Gary Paulsen

RST

Fred, Sam, and Joe discover their summer vacation plans do involve reading when "The Book" takes them on an adventure they
are not sure they can return from.

aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell
chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very
awkward—hearing aid.
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really
just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to harness the
power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and
find the friend she’s longed for.

Jason Carter, Marcus's hero. Marcus usually ignores everything except for basketball, but this time he studies for hours to win the
math contest-for the prize of being the official Jason Carter greeter! But when Jason tells Marcus some things he didn't expect to hear
about professional basketball, Marcus is confused. He thought that all he'd ever need in life was basketball. Thanks to Jason, Marcus
is about to learn the meaning of a real slam dunk.
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in which he is flying crashes.
Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother
gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart since his parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time
for anger, self pity, or despair—it will take all his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to
survive.

Book Club Titles and
Authors

Level

Book Summaries

Jack Sparrow: The Coming
Storm
by Rob Kidd

RST

Before the Black Pearl, there was a teenage stowaway named Jack Sparrow...
The story of Jack Sparrow starts here! Teenage stowaway Jack Sparrow has assembled a motley crew and they’re on the quest of a
lifetime. Their goal: to locate and procure the legendary Sword of Cortés, which will grant them unimaginable power. But will this
ragtag team of adventurers survive their first mission or will they succumb to the power of the sea, vicious pirates, ancient curses,
and the stormy threat of nature itself?

Cake Pop Crush
by Suzanne Nelson

RST

Alicia Ramirez has always loved baking. Her family owns Say It With Flour, the small bakery in town. And Ali's specialties are cake
pops: delicious confections on a stick. But Ali's sweet life turns sour when a sleek coffee shop opens across the street, giving her
bakery a run for its money. Worst of all, the owner's son, Dane McGuire, likes to bake, too. He's the new kid in Ali's school ... and
happens to be annoyingly cute.
When Dane and Ali engage in a bake-off to prove who is the cake-pop master, it's Ali's chance to save Say It With Flour. But will
she be able to rise to occasion ... and ignore what her heart might be telling her?

Million Dollar Shot
by Dan Gutman

RST

Eddie Ball has the chance of a lifetime: to win a million dollars by sinking a foul shotduring halftime at the NBA finals, no less. But
someone really wants Eddie to shoot an air ball on the big day, and will do anything to sabotage the million dollar shot...

A Night Divided
by Jennifer Neilson

UVW

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live
on the eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in search of work, cannot return
home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet she can't help herself. She sees the
East German soldiers with their guns trained on their own citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are prisoners in their
own city.
But one day, while on her way to school, Gerta spots her father on a viewing platform on the western side, pantomiming a peculiar
dance. Then, when she receives a mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two and two together and concludes that her father wants Gerta and
Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, out of East Berlin. However, if they are caught, the consequences will be deadly. No one can be
trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to freedom?

Pendragon: The Merchant
of Death
by D.J. MacHale

UVW

Bobby Pendragon is a seemingly normal fourteen-year-old boy. He has a family, a home, and even Marley, his beloved dog. But
there is something very special about Bobby.
He is going to save the world.
And not just Earth as we know it. Bobby is slowly starting to realize that life in the cosmos isn't quite what he thought it was. And
before he can object, he is swept off to an alternate dimension known as Denduron, a territory inhabited by strange beings, ruled by a
magical tyrant, and plagued by dangerous revolution.
If Bobby wants to see his family again, he's going to have to accept his role as savior, and accept it wholeheartedly. Because, as he is
about to discover, Denduron is only the beginning....
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Change Up: Mystery at the
World Series
by John Feinstein

UVW

Teen reporters Stevie Thomas and Susan Carol Anderson are covering baseball's World Series, and during the course of an interview
with a new hot pitcher, they discover more than a few contradictions in his life story. What's he hiding? An embarrassing secret? A
possible crime? Let the investigation begin!

When You Reach Me
by Rebecca Stead

UVW

By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, Sal, know how to navigate their New York City neighborhood. They know where it's
safe to go, and they know who to avoid. Like the crazy guy on the corner.
But things start to unravel. Sal gets punched by a kid on the street for what seems like no reason, and he shuts Miranda out of his life.
The apartment key that Miranda's mom keeps hidden for emergencies is stolen. And then a mysterious note arrives, scrawled on a
tiny slip of paper. The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that whoever is leaving them knows things no one should
know. Each message brings her closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note makes her think she's
too late.

The Girl With the Silver
Eyes
by Willo Davis Roberts

UVW

Katie Welker is used to being alone. She would rather read a book than deal with other people. Other people don’t have silver eyes.
Other people can’t make things happen just by thinking about them!
But these special powers make Katie unusual, and it’s hard to make friends when you’re unusual. Katie knows that she’s different
but she’s never done anything to hurt anyone so why is everyone afraid of her? Maybe there are other kids out there who have the
same silver eyes . . . and the same talents . . . and maybe they’ll be willing to help her.

Among the
Hidden: Shadow Children
by Margaret Haddix

XYZ

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke, an illegal third child, has lived
all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to the Shadow Children series from Margaret Peterson
Haddix.
Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never
had a friend.
Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and now,
with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to go outside. Then, one
day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows two other children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child
like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous
plan? Can he afford not to?

The Outsiders
by S.E. Hinton

XYZ

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his
brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like
Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is
beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too far.
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The Selection
by Kiera Cass

XYZ

For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape a rigid caste system, live in a palace, and
compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back
on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and competing for a crown she doesn’t want. Then America meets Prince
Maxon—and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined.

Soldier X
by Don Wulffson

XYZ

Sixteen-year-old Erik Brandt barely knows what Germany is fighting for when he is drafted into Hitler's army in 1944. Sent to the
killing fields of the Eastern Front, he is surrounded by unimaginable sights, more horrific than he ever thought possible. It's kill or be
killed, and it seems clear that Erik's days are numbered. Until, covered in blood and seriously injured, he conceives of another way to
survive.

Matched
by Ally Condie

XYZ

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So when
Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face
flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on
the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia
begins to doubt the Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life she's
known and a path that no one else has dared to follow.

The Testing
by Joelle Charbonneau

XYZ

It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All
Cia can think about—hope for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United Commonwealth program that selects the best
and brightest new graduates to become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her
father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. Armed with his dire warnings (”Cia, trust no one”),
she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away from friends and family, perhaps forever. Danger, romance—and sheer terror—await.

Book Club Titles and
Authors

Level

Book Summaries

The False Prince: Book 1 of XYZ
the Ascendance Trilogy
by Jennifer Nielsen

Choose to lie...or choose to die.
In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan
to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the
role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than questionable, yet his life balances on a
sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well.
As Sage moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit unfold, until
finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous than all of the lies taken together.

Heartless
by Marissa Meyer

XYZ

Long before she was the terror of Wonderland, she was just a girl who wanted to fall in love. Catherine may be one of the most
desired girls in Wonderland, and a favorite of the unmarried King of Hearts, but her interests lie elsewhere. A talented baker, all she
wants is to open a shop with her best friend. But according to her mother, such a goal is unthinkable for the young woman who could
be the next queen. Then Cath meets Jest, the handsome and mysterious court joker. For the first time, she feels the pull of true
attraction. At the risk of offending the king and infuriating her parents, she and Jest enter into an intense, secret courtship. Cath is
determined to define her own destiny and fall in love on her terms. But in a land thriving with magic, madness, and monsters, fate
has other plans.

Red Queen
by Victoria Aveyard

XYZ

Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with
superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the
Silver court. There, before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this
impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and betroths her to one of his own sons. As Mare is drawn
further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard—a growing Red rebellion—
even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous game she plays the
only certainty is betrayal.

Drums, Girls, and
Dangerous Pie
by Jordan Sonnenblick

XYZ

He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call him the Peasant), has a crush on the hottest girl in school (who
doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also pretty
annoying). But when Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's illness, his
parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, and Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have to read the book
to find out what that is!).
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Stormbreaker (Alex Rider
Book 1)
by Anthony Horowitz

XYZ

They told him his uncle died in a car accident. Fourteen-year-old Alex knows that's a lie, and the bullet holes in his uncle's
windshield confirm his suspicions. But nothing prepares him for the news that the uncle he always thought he knew was really a spy
for MI6, Britain's top secret intelligence agency. Recruited to find his uncle's killers and complete his final mission, Alex suddenly
finds himself caught in a deadly game of cat and mouse...Alex is a strong, smart hero. If readers consider luck the ruling factor in his
universe, they will love this James Bond-style adventure.

Racing in the Rain: My
Life as a Dog
by Garth Stein

XYZ

Have you ever wondered what your dog is thinking? Meet one funny dog—Enzo, the lovable mutt who tells this story. Enzo knows
he is different from other dogs: most dogs love to chase cars, but Enzo longs to race them. He learns about racing and the world
around him by watching TV and by listening to the words of his best friend, Denny, an up-and-coming race car driver, and his
daughter, Zoë, his constant companion. Enzo finds that life is just like being on the racetrack—it isn't simply about going fast. And,
applying the rules of racing to his world, Enzo takes on his family's challenges and emerges a hero. In the end, Enzo holds in his
heart the dream that Denny will go on to be a racing champion with his daughter by his side. For theirs is an extraordinary
friendship—one that reminds us all to celebrate the triumph of the human (and canine) spirit.

