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6th Grade, Red Team


     Language Arts

Loftis Middle, Room 210
                           
    Student/ Parent Letter  
Mrs. Betsy Poe
poe_betsy@hcde.org
www.loftismiddle.com
MATERIALS

Each of the following should be brought to class every day:

1. 1” Binder with dividers and loose leaf, lined notebook paper

Dividers labeled:  Essentials, Drafts, Writing Handbook, Graded Papers, Clean Paper
2. Composition book – the composition book should be stored in the front inside pocket of the binder
3. Novel he/she is currently reading
4. Pencils, pen, and highlighter (if scissors or colored pencils are needed for class, students will be informed in advance) 
5. Agenda 

ONLINE TEXTBOOK ACCESS
· Language Arts teachers have only one class set of reading textbooks, so students are encouraged to use the online textbook access if they are absent or need to utilize textbook material outside of class.  

· Go to www.my.hrw.com, enter the username:  OLOFTIS1 (the first character is the letter “O”) and password:  orange, and select “Go to Online Textbook” for the “Holt McDougal Literature, Grade 6” textbook.
CLASS – Language Arts is reading and writing intertwined

· Reading – students will be doing a lot of reading both in and out of class.  

· What is the author trying to convey to me?  How does the author make his/her piece come to life?

· Students should read whenever they find the opportunity – at home, if another teacher gives them time to read after taking a test, during a car ride, etc.  This is why the book a student chooses should come to class every day (even other classes) and come home every night.  I will often require a book of a certain genre during specific units, but students may always read a novel of personal choice at that time, too. 
· Strong pieces of literature will also be analyzed in class.
· My classroom library is full of novels, grouped by genre and/or series; students may check out novels from me or the school library (classes will go to the school library every other week).  Please be aware that I have not read every novel in my classroom library.  Please be involved in your child’s reading life, so you know what he/she is reading and encourage his/her growth as a reader.

· While we will have some time for independent reading in class, at-home independent reading (20 minutes minimum) per weeknight – is also necessary.  This is considered homework.  Students will document all of their reading on a reading log bookmark.  I will conference with the students about their reading life and their comprehension of novels and literary elements.  We will also write a lot about what we read.
· Writing – students will be writing independently and crafting their own pieces, as well as analyzing strong authors and their great pieces of writing
· What does strong, effective writing look like, and how can I model this in my writing to better communicate my ideas?  
· Narrative, expository, and argumentative writing will all be explored and practiced.  A portion of the Language Arts state-wide test will be solely writing.  (The other portion will involve analyzing reading passages and grammar). 
· Writing homework will occur at least once per week, and will be mainly focused on grammar and writing traits.  Students may also be asked to take home their works of writing to draft, proofread, and publish.
GRADING – grades are given categories:  Instructional 40%, Homework 10%, Assessments 50%
· Please use www.loftismiddle.com, click on the “School Staff” link on the left side of the page, then click on the “Mrs. Poe” link, and my class homework assignments will be listed under my “Assignments” tab.
· PowerSchool allows access to students’ grades.
POLICIES - You will be receiving a Student Handbook and a 6th Grade Discipline Policy for specifics on criteria for absences, tardies, and discipline; please refer to these.
CLASSROOM NORMS
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO…

1. Be prepared with all materials (see supply list on front of page).
2. Turn in any homework that is due or overdue to your class period’s homework slot.  Make sure your name is on the paper, or you will receive a 10 point deduction of grade.

3. Sharpen your pencil before class starts.  During class if Mrs. Poe is teaching, you may raise your hand to ask to sharpen your pencil.  If Mrs. Poe isn’t teaching, you may quietly get up to use the pencil sharpener without disrupting your classmates.  These same rules apply for needing a tissue or any other out-of-seat needs.

4. Sign the tardy sheet if you arrive to class after Mrs. Poe begins class; any late pass may be attached to the clipboard.

5. Check out/return any classroom library books before class starts, after class is dismissed, between 7:05 – 7:15, or immediately after school.  Be prepared with ideas for your next novel in order to efficiently find your book; no late passes will be written for excess time in class library.  If you finish a novel during class, you may ask Mrs. Poe if you may return it and check out another.  School library books are checked out and returned on library days.

6. Read your novel or work on an on-going writing assignment after finishing your daily class work.  Do not work on homework or assignments from other classes.
7. If you are absent from class, check for homework on the school website under my staff link page.  Any copies you missed will be placed in the absentee bin in my room.  You are responsible for picking up your makeup work, asking a classmate for notes, turning in any work, and taking missed quizzes or tests in a timely manner. Students will be given five days to make up the work missed after an absence as per HCDE administrative policy.  
I look forward to a great year!  Please contact me via email if you have any questions or concerns.

Fill out and return this page to Mrs. Poe for a 100 Homework grade by Tuesday, Aug. 15th:

Contact Info (preferred):


Student Name:  ___________________________
Name(s) of parent(s)/guardian(s):


________________________________________
Email address(es) of parent(s)/guardian(s):
________________________________________
Phone number(s) of parent(s)/guardian(s):
________________________________________
Does your child have access to the internet at home?

_____ Yes
_____ No

Sign to acknowledge you have read the student/parent letter for Mrs. Poe’s class:

Student signature:  X_______________________   Parent/Guardian signature:  X__________________________

If you have any student concerns you would like me to be aware of, please write them below:











