
 

STEM School Chattanooga 

12th Grade PBL 
Unit Plan Template 

 
 

Senior Capstone Project: Gig Tank High School Edition 
 
 

Learning Target Topics 
 
Communication:  Solicit key connections with experts in field of study, 
establishing a two-way dialogue that listens to and values the opinions of 
others. 
 
Critical Thinking:  Accessing, using, and applying information and 
knowledge. 
 
Innovation: Using creative thinking to construct something new and 
valuable. 
 

 

 
Grade Level 12th Grade Unit Length 20 Weeks  
Industry 
Partner 

Allison Reedy – Co.Lab Chattanooga, Allison@colab.com 
Gina Soltau – Launch Chattanooga, gsoltau@launchchattanooga.org 
Brij Singh, SCORE, bbpsingh@yahoo.com 

Unit 
Overview 

Students will participate in a “Gig Tank High School Edition” in January 2016, where they will pitch their ideas 
for starting a business around a product or service.  Through applying the scientific method to starting a 
business, they will build a canvas, a simplified business plan, where they will identify problems and form 
solutions in the form of a hypothesis.  Through early customer centric testing, creation of feedback loops, and 
reiteration, students will refine their ideas into a high quality product or service, and build a formal business 
plan that is presented in the culminating event.   

Unit 
Essential 
Issue 

 
Design and pitch a business plan that solves a problem with a marketable product or service. 

 
Kick Off 
Event 

Mike Bradshaw of Company Labs (Co.Labs) Chattanooga will share his entrepreneurial experience.  During 
this event, Mike will discuss the business canvas, and how it is used to create a customer focused solution.  

Culminating 
Events 

The STEM School and Co.Lab will host it’s first ever GIG Tank High School Edition at Chattanooga State 
campus.  Students will pitch to judges.  Top teams will pitch to venture capitalists in Chattanooga.    

Common 
Assessment 

Throughout the PBL, students will be tasked with the following deliverables:  
  

Semester 1 
October 2, 2015 

Proof of correspondence between 
the team and mentors/experts 

Minimum of 2 emails seeking info, 
1 email thanking expert/mentor 

October 16, 2015 Prototype or service summary 
 

Creative Thinking Rubric 

Semester 2 
November 13, 2015 

Executive summary One Page, double spaced, 12 pt. 
font, 3 parts, proper grammar. 

December 14, 2015 Business plan Critical Thinking Rubric,  each part 
of canvas. 

Semester 3 
January 11, 2016 

Video of presentation Self assessment/Oral 
Communication Rubric turned in  

January 14, 2016 Presentation: Gig Tank High School  Oral Communication Rubric 

 

Critical 
Thinking 

Innovation Communication 
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