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8th Grade Science Syllabus
Stephanie Horn
horn_s@hcde.org

Welcome to the wonderful world of SCIENCE! I hope you are as excited as I am about participating in fun activities, indoor and outdoor, such as laboratory exercises, group projects, and computer lessons. I will strive to be the best teacher that I can be, and I ask that you, in turn, absolutely give your all to achieve as much as possible in this class. In order for you to reach your highest potential in the realm of science, the following rules and procedures must be followed:

1. Come to class prepared! Every day you should come to class with a writing utensil (pencil preferred) and your composition notebook for this class. Other helpful materials include highlighters, markers and glue sticks. 
2. You must have a composition notebook for this class. This is to keep up with your notes, foldables, and other papers for this class. It is absolutely essential that you take care of this notebook and keep it updated. Get all notes and worksheets for your notebook when you are absent as soon as you return to school. Bring it to class every day! IF THIS NOTEBOOK IS LOST AT ANY TIME DURING THE TRIMESTER, YOU MUST RECREATE THE ENTIRE NOTEBOOK.  

*** I will occasionally take a grade for neat and organized notebooks. These dates will be given in class. I will not surprise you with a random notebook check although homework may be stamped to ensure you are completing work on time. On the assigned dates, points will be deducted for missing pages, assignments, activities, etc. 
3. Complete homework on time.  This work will be kept in notebooks and typically checked when notebooks are collected! Homework may be periodically stamped after it should have been complete to ensure that you are completing work as it is assigned. Other than major assessments, classwork grades will come mostly from quizzes, given on Mondays. 
4. Prepare well for tests. Your tests will be based on notes given in class. Your success in this class is based on your attention during class, study time at home, and effort put forth in keeping up with your notebook. Be responsible by asking questions during class to help clarify anything you do not understand. 

5. IF YOU ARE ABSENT: YOU are responsible for getting your missed work! See me to get missed work. I will not track you down to get these assignments. If you missed a test, you must arrange a make-up time with me. YOU MAY NOT MAKE UP TESTS OR QUZZES DURING CLASS TIME, FOR ANY REASON. 

6. Grading is based on the following scales:
QUARTER GRADING

Major Tests/Assessments

50%

Homework/Classwork 

50%

(Homework is 10% of this category)
FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN

Semester 1+2


50% each

TCAP testing averaged into Sem.2 grade per HCDE

 A
93-100

B
85-92

C
75-84

D
70-74

7. Laboratory rules must be followed at all times. A separate sheet requiring a student and parent signature is part of this syllabus. Failure to follow lab rules will result in a zero grade for the assignment with the possibility of further consequences depending on the nature of the incident. If you do not turn in your lab sheet signed by a parent/guardian, you will not be able to participate in lab activities during class. You will receive an alternate assignment as a substitute for that activity.
8. In my classroom, the following are prohibited at all times:
a. Gum, food, and drinks (with the exception of a water bottle with a screw top)- LAB POLICY

b. Backpacks and extra-large purses (please keep in lockers)

c. Cell phone or any other technological device use unrelated to class (See cell phone policy below)

d. Fighting, negative attitudes, and disrespect (towards me or other students)

e. Cheating

f. Leaving class without permission or without signing out

9. Electronic Devices: Students may bring wifi-capable devices to class. This device should be places on the top of the desk, face down, during class unless I have given permission for it to be used. If a student is found using it in a non-educational and/or inappropriate manner, it will be subject to the school-wide electronic device discipline policy. Additionally, MRs, non-web based assignments or a discipline referral will be assigned to the student at my discretion. 
Please take this syllabus home and review it with parents. It is very important that you understand my expectations so you can have the best experience possible in my class! I will strive to teach you as much as possible this year, and we will have some fun in the process!

Sincerely,



Stephanie Horn

SMMHS Science Department
By signing below, you agree to my class policies outlined on this syllabus.
___________________________________




Student Signature







___________________________________




Parent Signature







This sheet must be kept in your composition notebook at all times. 
