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Parent and Student Contract:
Parent: Please sign showing you have read and understand the class policies and procedures on the previous pages. On a daily or regular schedule, try to ask what your son/ daughter learned in class and to see their writing, homework, or returned papers.

Print Name: ___________________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________________

Contact Number: (          ) ___________ - __________________

Contact Number: (          ) ___________ - __________________

E-Mail:_________________________________________@______________________
E-Mail:_________________________________________@______________________
Student: I have read and understand the class policies and procedures on the previous pages. I promise to abide by these guidelines and to openly communicate expectations to my parent(s) or guardian(s) concerning Language and Literature class.

Print name: _____________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________
E-Mail:_________________________________________@____________

Please keep your copy of the syllabus in your COMP notebook to refer to.

IT IS THE STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO REQUEST ANY MAKE UP WORK.

If you are overwhelmed or are having trouble, talk to me immediately. It is better to approach me for extra help than to wait until work is late or not to do it at all. I am here to assist you with becoming a self-managed student. Success takes TEAMWORK!
· Mrs. McLain
Contact Information


Teacher: Christie McLain


Email: mclain_christina@hcde.org


Ph: 423-886-0880 ext. 361    Room: 4014





BYO-Device Policy


Students are allowed to bring devices for educational purposes ONLY. Devices are incorporated quite often in class, so it is recommended that students come prepared. If a student takes advantage of this policy, the device will be confiscated and safely secured in the front office.


1st Offense- 5 days		2nd- 10 days	3rd-until end of school year











Supplies


Paper


Pencils/Pens (multi-colors allowed)


COMP Notebook


Independent reading book








Classroom Expectations


Students are expected to arrive to class before the tardy bell rings with all of their supplies ready to learn. Students who do not come prepared consistently will be required to participate in a conference with their parents.


Students are expected to uphold my rule of RESPECT. 


RESPECT yourself


RESPECT others


RESPECT the environment





One of my goals this year is to develop a respectful relationship with all of my students and model what it is like to be a respectful member of society. 





Grading Information


93-100% - A


85-92% - B


75-84% - C


70-74% - D


69% and below – F


You will earn grades in the following areas:


Teaching Tasks (50%)


Learning activities


Class work 


Required reading 


Homework


Assessment Tasks (50%)


Essays


Summative tasks


Problem/project-based assessments





Daily participation is VERY IMPORTANT to your success in this class AND your future.





ABSENT FROM CLASS?


Any student that is absent from class has 5 DAYS to make up any work missed from the day they return. Assignments can be sent home or emailed upon request. 








Policies and Procedures


Entering the room?


Greet the teacher!


Have materials ready to begin class after the bell rings.


Hall Passes?


Passes will not be given during the first 15 minutes or last 5 minutes of class 


Students must have a planner signed in order to leave. 


Throwing things away?


If you need to throw something away, please wait until the teacher is not talking. There is no need to ask. 


Sharpening your pencil?


Try to sharpen all pencils before the bell or during group transitions. Do not disturb the teacher or other students speaking to the class to sharpen your pencil. 


Eating and drinking in class?


Drinking and eating in class is permitted as long as the waste is cleaned up before the end of class. 


Asking questions? 


Students are encouraged to ask for help whenever needed!!!


Raise your hand and wait to be called on.


If working in groups or pairs, please ask your peers before asking the teacher.


Leaving class?


The bell does not dismiss you, the teacher does!








MISBEHAVIOR CONSEQUENCES


1st offense: Verbal warning


2nd offense: MR- Parent contact


3rd offense: MR- Administrator and parent contact 


4th offense: Administrator referral and possible in-school suspension (ISS). 


**Consequences may vary depending on the offense and may not follow the noted progression. Each incident will be treated uniquely according to the circumstances. 








Class Agenda


Class opens with vocabulary study and grammar practice. Afterwards, the instruction and learning experiences will aim to achieve the learning objective of the day/week. 


Some days will be reserved for inquiry, seminars, quizzes, and tests.


All learning objectives will be determined based on the criteria and skills the students will learning within that unit. 
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Language & Literature Course Description


As an International Baccalaureate school, Signal Mountain Middle High School strives to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. During school, students will be encouraged to be creative, critical, and reflective thinkers. The program emphasizes intellectual challenge, encouraging students to make connections between their studies in traditional subjects and the reality of the world. It fosters the development of skills for communication, intercultural understanding and tolerance, and global engagement- essential qualities for young people who shall become global leaders. With this in mind, students need to develop an appreciation of the nature of language and literature, of the many influences on language and literature, and of its power and beauty. They will be encouraged to recognize that proficiency in language is a powerful tool for communication in all societies. Furthermore, the study of language and literature incorporates creative processes and encourages the development of imagination and creativity through self-expression. 


Language & Literature Aims and Objectives


The aims of MYP Language and Literature are to encourage and enable students to:


Use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis, and social interaction


Develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, writing, viewing, and presenting in a variety of contexts 


Develop critical, creative, and personal approaches to studying and analyzing literary and non-literary texts


Engage with texts from different historical periods and a variety of cultures


Explore and analyze aspects of personal, host, and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts


Explore language through a variety of media and modes


Develop a lifelong interest in reading


Apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts





Language & Literature Key Concepts 


The following concepts will be addressed this school year. 


CREATIVITY- Creativity is the process of generating novel ideas and considering existing ideas from new perspectives.  With a focus on author’s point of view and style, students will explore personal and cultural expression.


PERSPECTIVE- Perspective is the position from which we observe situations, objects, facts, ideas, and opinions.  From the platform of our summer reading, students will explore human nature and human dignity, moral reasoning and ethical judgement.


COMMUNICATION – Communication is the exchange or transfer of signals, facts, ideas, and symbols.  Through exploring texts, we exchange, express, analyze, and transform information, facts, ideas, meanings and opinions.  Students will examine skills to gain knowledge from nonfiction texts and analyze authors’ choices in communicating information.


CONNECTIONS- Connections are links, bonds, and relationships among people objects, organisms, or ideas. 





IB publications cited:


Middle Years Programme. MYP: Language and Literature Guide. May 2014





Units of study and information about what with be completed in class will be published on the Managebac website.


USEFUL WEBSITES- 


signalmtn.managebac.com (Students log in with their HCDE Google Student access email.) 


powerschool.hcde.org (students will log-in information for PS through their Directed Studies class)
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