
Biology II Syllabus 2015-16
Teacher: Jesse Hillis
hillis_j@hcde.org
423-886-0880 Ext: 235
Welcome to Biology II!!! I personally believe this class will be the most interesting, thought provoking, and fun class at SMMHS.  I hope that you will agree with me by the end of the semester.  I want this class to be all about the students. Students who most enjoy and benefit from Biology II are those who are enthusiastic, motivated, work cooperatively with their groups, and have a positive attitude. 
Biology II topics:

· Ecology (interdependence, flow of matter and energy, man’s impact on the environment, ecosystems, biomes): August 14th- September 18thnd
· Biodiversity/Evolution of change: September 21st- October 2nd (last day of 1st Quarter)

· Cells/Cell organelle function and structures: October 5th-November 6th

· Heredity: November 9th-December 17th: (Last day of 2nd Quarter)
· December 21st-January 1st: Winter Break

· Immunology/Bacteria vs. Viruses: January 6th-February 19th
· Comparative Anatomy and Physiology (Dissections): February 21st-March 18th (last day of 3rd Quarter)

· March 28th-April 1st: Spring Break

· Botany (Local Plant Identification and Structure): April 4th-May 27th (End of 4th Quarter)
Grading

· Tests and Assessments: 50%
· Teaching Tasks: 50%
Make-up Work:

· Make-up work is only for students who were absent on the date the work was assigned, not for students who did not do the work while in the classroom.

· Missing a class does not excuse you from doing the work.  I will be communicating with the class through the school website and Facebook class page. Class assignments and PowerPoint notes will be posted on PowerSchool and school website.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to keep up with assignments.
· Upon return to class after an absence, the STUDENT is responsible for getting work from the make-up folder, reading the assignment log, and submitting the completed work within 5 days of the absence without being reminded.

Supplies: 
*A notebook (ASAP!!!!)

*Three Ring Binder or Lump Folder to stay organized
*Pen/pencil/paper every day

*Optional (but helpful): colored pencils, highlighter, colored markers, ruler, and paper towels
Daily Expectations to Be Successful in Biology II
* Be Respectful
* Be On Time

* Be Prepared 

* No whining/complaining
Cell Phones/Electronic Devices

As you may already know SMMHS is a pilot school for using ipads, smart phones, and other technological devices to enhance LEARNING.  It is your child’s responsibility to read and understand SMMHS electronic policies.  In terms of my class, we will be using devices frequently.  However, if your child is using a device when he/she is not supposed to, an appropriate consequence will be given.   For violations of electronic device policy refer to student handbook. 

Final Information About Biology II:
We will be learning mostly through:

· Cooperative group work

· Projects

· Critical thinking activities

· The use of real-life skills

· Hands-on activities and dissections
Please Return to Mr. Hillis
Student Name:

Parent Name:

Parent Daytime Phone Number:

Parent Night time phone number:

Parent e-mail address: 

Which form of communication works best for you (parents)?
Did you read and understand the classroom rules and behavior plan?
Is there anything I need to know about your student?
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