
Cadets listed with an event on the timeline will be in charge at the start of the event and may change positions during the event. The Cadet listed will know 
how to lead/execute their assigned event. For example, Platoon and Company drill must know commands and how to execute commands. Some of the 
commands include but are not limited to the following:

Counter Column
File from the left, right, or in sequence
Close on lead Platoon
Reporting procedures (Officer and Enlisted)





Company Formations and Reporting

a.   The company normally forms in a line formation; however, it may re-form in column when each man 

can identify his exact position (equipment grounded) in the formation. 

b.   The company forms basically the same as the platoon. On the command FALL IN; (At Close 

Interval), FALL IN, the platoons form in line, centered on and facing the person forming the unit, with 

five-step intervals between platoons. 

c.   The company may be formed by the first sergeant and platoon sergeants or by the company 

commander and platoon leaders. When possible, the platoons assemble near the formation site before 

the arrival of the first sergeant or company commander. If the company is formed by the 

noncommissioned officers, the platoon leaders normally observe the procedures from a position to the 

rear of their platoons.

(1)   When the company is formed by the noncommissioned officers, the following procedures apply.

(a)   The first sergeant posts himself nine steps in front of (center) and facing the line where the front 

rank of each platoon is to form. He then commands FALL IN; (At Close Interval), FALL IN. 

(b)   On the command of execution, the platoons form in the same manner prescribed in platoon drill. 

Each platoon sergeant faces his platoon while the platoons are forming and directs his platoon to adjust 

(if necessary) and align on the platoon to its right at the correct interval (as described in paragraph 8-5). 

Once the platoon is formed, the platoon sergeants face about. 

NOTE:     If the command At Close Interval, FALL IN is given, the members of the platoon form at close 

interval; however, the five-step interval between platoons is maintained.

(c)   When all of the platoon sergeants are facing to the front, the first sergeant commands (if 

appropriate) Inspection, ARMS; Ready, Port, ARMS; Order (Sling),  ARMS. He then directs (if 

appropriate) RECEIVE THE REPORT. The platoon  sergeants face about and command REPORT. 
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Extended Rectangular Formation.

The extended rectangular formation is the traditional formation for most physical training activities. 

The instructor positions a platoon in line formation; the platoon is centered on the instructor and five 

paces away. “Extend to the left, MARCH”. Cadets in the right flank file stand fast with their arms 

extended to the sides at shoulder level. All other cadets extend to the left. The distance between 

fingertips is about 12 inches and dress is right. After taking a sufficient number of steps all cadets face 

the front; each has both arms extended to the sides at shoulder level. 

“Arms downward, MOVE”. The cadets lower their arms smartly to their sides. 

“Left,FACE”. Cadets execute the left-face movement. 

“Extend to the left, MARCH”. Cadets in the right flank file stand fast with their arms extended to the 

sides. All other cadets extend to the left. Spacing is the same as above and dress is right. 

“Arms downward, MOVE”. Cadets lower their arms smartly to their sides. “Right, FACE”. Cadets 

execute the right-face movement. 

“From front to rear, COUNT OFF”. The leading cadet in each column turns head to the right rear and 

calls off, "one", and faces the front. Successive cadets in each column call off in turn, "two,” “three,” 

"four," and so on. The last cadets in each column will not turn the head to the right while sounding off. 

“Even numbers to the left, UNCOVER”. All even-numbered cadets step to the left squarely in the center 

of the interval, bringing their feet together. The unit is now ready for stretching and warm-up exercises. 

To return to the original formation after exercise, 

“Assemble to the right, MARCH.” Cadets double-time to their original positions in column or line 

formation. 
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i. When a report is appropriate, the platoon sergeant commands REPORT. The squad leaders, in 

succession from front to rear, turn their heads and eyes toward the platoon sergeant and salute (holding 

the Salute until returned) and report. The squad leaders do not state the unit. For example: 

Situation 1. When all squad members are in formation, the report is "All present."

Situation 2. When squad members are absent, the Soldiers and reasons for absence are reported:

Pvt. Smith - CQ runner, Pvt. Jones - sick call,  Pvt. Williams - AWOL.

ii..   The platoon sergeant turns his head and eyes toward the reporting squad leader, receives the 

report, and returns the salute. After receiving the report from the squad leaders, the platoon sergeant 

faces about and awaits the arrival of the platoon leader or a directive from the first sergeant to REPORT. 

When the platoon leader has halted at his post, the platoon sergeant salutes and reports, "Sir, All 

present"; or "Sir, All accounted for"; or "Sir, (so many) men absent." The platoon leader returns the 

Salute. After the Salute has been returned, the platoon sergeant faces to the right in marching, inclines 

around the squad leaders, halts at his post, and faces to the right. If reporting to the first sergeant, the 

platoon sergeant turns his head and eyes toward the first sergeant, salutes, and reports.

.If the platoon leader is not present for the formation, and the commander is in charge of the formation, 

the platoon sergeant steps forward three steps (after receiving the squad leader's report) and, on the 

command POST, assumes the duties of the platoon leader. 

iv.    When appropriate, the platoon may be formed by the platoon leader rather than by the platoon 

sergeant. The procedures are the same as previously described except that the first squad forms six 

steps in front of and centered on the platoon leader, and the platoon sergeant forms at his post to the 

rear of the platoon. For continuity purposes in this chapter, "platoon sergeant" may also denote "platoon 

leader" when the platoon leader is executing drill from his post. 

Having received the report, the platoon sergeants face about. 
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When all platoon sergeants are facing to the front, the first sergeant commands 

REPORT. The platoon sergeants turn their head and eyes toward the first sergeant, salute  Chapter 7) in 

succession from right to left. The first sergeant turns his head and eyes toward the reporting platoon 

sergeant and returns each Salute individually. Having received the report from the platoon sergeants, the 

first sergeant faces about and awaits the arrival of the company commander if the commander is 

scheduled to receive the company.

NOTE:     If the commander is not scheduled to receive or inspect the company, the first sergeant and 

platoon sergeants remain at their posts and execute company drill from their posts. For continuity 

purposes, the term commander may also be used to denote the first sergeant, just as platoon leader may 

be used to denote the platoon sergeant when the commander and platoon leaders are conducting 

company drill from their posts.

When the company commander has halted at his post, the first sergeant salutes and reports, "Sir, all 

present," or "Sir, all accounted for," or "Sir, (so many) men absent." The company commander returns 

the Salute and commands POST. The first sergeant faces about and marches to his post three steps to 

the rear and at the center of the company, halts, and faces about. The guidonbearer steps forward three 

steps. The platoon sergeants face to the right in marching and assume their posts to the rear of their 

platoons (if the platoon leader is not present, they step forward three steps). The platoon leaders march 

around the left flank of their platoons and assume their posts by inclining facing to the front. The 

company executive officer assumes his post two steps to the rear of the first sergeant.

(2)   When the company is formed by the company commander, the procedures are the same as forming 

with the noncommissioned officers except that the platoon leaders form their platoons and the first 

sergeant, platoon sergeants, and guidonbearer fall in at their posts ( Figure 8-1). The command POST is 

not necessary. If a platoon sergeant is to fill the post of platoon leader, he takes a position six steps in 

front of and centered on the platoon.
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Marching Cadence / Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

From a big bird in the sky

All will jump and some will die

Off to battle we will go

To live or die, I dontknow 

Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

Queen of battle follow me

O' nothing in this world is free

Airborne rangers the life for me

Up in the morning, outta the rack

Greeted at dawn by a mortar attack

First Sergeant rushes me off to chow

But I don’t eat it anyhow 

Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

Queen of battle follow me

O' nothing in this world is free

Airborne rangers the life for me

The mortars and artillery

They flash and burst around me

Jagged shrapnel it does fly

Kills my buddy, makes me cry

Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

Queen of battle follow me

O' nothing in this world is free

Airborne rangers the life for me
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Early at night, drizzilin' rain

I am hit and feel no pain

But in my heart I have no fear

Fighting for those I hold so dear

Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

Queen of battle follow me

O' nothing in this world is free

Airborne rangers the life for me 

On the stretcher flat on my back

Doc is calling a MEDAVAC

I look to the sky and wonder why

For freedom sake that some must die

Hail O' Hail O' Infantry

Queen of battle follow me

O' nothing in this world is free

Airborne rangers the life for me 

Marching /BLUE SCREEN of DEATH

I hear the Hard drive buzzing

it's spinning round and round

The screen is looking fuzzy

This systems going down

Blue Screeeeeeeeeen

Of Deeeeeath

The error message flashes

its blinking really bright

Can't figure out what's going on

I know this isn't right

BSOD(cont)

Blue Screeeeeeeeen

of Deeeeeeeath

Norton dectectsa virus

my heart is filled with dread

Its says it can delete it

the machine shuts down instead

Blue Screeeeeeeeen

of Deeeeeeeath

Not enough memory?

What the heck is that?

I'm going to the closet

To get my baseball bat

Blue Screeeeeeeen

of Deeeeeeeath

I smash and crush the tower

I smash it all to bits

I'm going to get a Macintosh

So I've no more raging fits

Blue Screeeeeeeen

of Deeeeeeeeeath
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Marching Cadence / The Army Colors

The army colors

The color is red

To show the world

The blood we shed 

The army colors

The color is white

To show the world

We’re fit to fight 

The army colors 

The color is blue

To show the world

That we are true 

Your left your left right 

Your left right your left

Now stay in step 

The army colors

The color is green 

To show the world 

We’re lean and mean 

Breaking Ranks

When the situation requires one or more individuals to leave the formation or to receive specific 

instructions from the platoon sergeant, the platoon sergeant directs: "Private Doe (pause), front and 

center"; or, "The following personnel front and center—Private Doe (pause), Private Smith." When the 

individual's name is called, he assumes the position of attention and replies, "Here, Sergeant (Sir)." He 

then takes one (15-inch) step backward, halts, faces to the right (left) in marching, and exits the 

formation by marching to the nearest flank. The Soldier does not look left or right. Once the individual 

has cleared the formation, he begins to double-time and halts two steps in front of and centered on the 

platoon sergeant.

NOTE:     When a group of individuals are called from the formation, the group forms centered on the 

platoon sergeant. The platoon sergeant should direct (point) the first man into position so that the rank 

will be centered when the last man has joined the group.

Counting Off

The platoon counts off in the same manner as the squad. When in a line formation, the squads count in 

unison from right to left; each squad leader sounds off, "ONE." When in a column formation, the men 

abreast of each other count in unison from front to rear; each squad leader sounds off, "ONE."
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C-130

C-130 rollin’ down the strip

S.D. Cadet on a one way trip

Mission top secret, destination unknown

Don’t even know if they’re coming home

Stand up, hook up, shuffle to the door

Jump right out and count to four

If my main don’t open wide

I got a reserve on my side

If that one should fail me too

Look out ground I coming through

Saw an OlLady Walkin

Saw an ol’ lady walking’ down the street

Ruck on her back, jump boots on her feet

Said to the old lady, don’t you think yertoo old?

Yabetter leave that stuff for the young and bold

She said, Hey young punk who yatalking to?

I’m the chief instructor at the Airborne School

Later that day, she was back on the street

With a tank on her back and fins on her feet

I said, Hey old lady where yagoing to?

She said, The Special Forces Scuba school  

I said, Hey old lady, don’t yathink yerto old?

Scuba School is for the brave and bold

She said, Hey young punk, who yatalking to?

I’m an instructor at the scuba school 
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When My Granny was 91

When my granny was 91

She did PT just for fun

When my Granny turned 92

She did PT better then you

When my Granny turned 93

She did PT better then me

When my Granny turned 94

She did PT more and more

When olgranny turned 95

She did PT to stay alive

When my Granny turned 96

She did PT just for kicks

When my Granny turned 97

She up and died and went to heaven

She met Saint Peter at the Pearly Gate

She said Saint Pete, I hope I’m not late

Saint Peter looked At Granny with a grin

Get down Granny and knock out ten

Granny looked at Saint Peter and said with a smile

I can’t, Saint Pete, I got a profile! 

Went to the Mess Sergeant 

Went to the Mess Sergeant on my knees,

Mess Sergeant, Mess Sgt, feed me please

Mess Sergeant said with a mean ol’ grin

If ya’  wanna be cadet you gotta be thin

The peas were greasy and the meat was fat

And there was not way I was going to eat that

Now I’m a lean, mean fighting machine

Thanks, to Mess Sergeant being so mean

UP IN The Morning 

Up in the morning and it ain’t no joke

My First Sergeant was bringin smoke

Had the NCOs in front of his desk

And had the lieutenant in the leaning rest

Was it the whiskey or was it the wine

Or was you shammin at P-T time!

Lieutenant, Lieutenant don’t be blue

I was shammin during PT too
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A is for Airborne

A- is for Airborne

I - is for in the sky

R - is for Rough and Tough

B - is for born to die

O - is for on the go

R – is for Ranger!

N – is for Never Quit

E - is for Everyday

Marching Cadence/In the Early Morning Rain 

Friends all thought I was insane

Signed up to lend a hand

Gonna be a fightin man

In the Early Morning Rain

Say goodbye to my girl

All I had in this world

Somewhere someones in need

All they want is to be free

C-130 on the line

Headin out just one more time

As we all begin to go

To the battle far below

Hit the ground look up to see

Theres a sniper in the tree

Fired off that fatal round

Watch as he comes fallin down

My position overrun

No more bullets for my gun

Pass the word I aint done yet

As I grab my bayonet

Now I law me down to rest

With a bullet in my chest

Tell em all I felt no pain

In the early morning rain
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Marching/Old King Cole

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he. 

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Privates three.

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Corporals three.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Sergeants three.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl

And he called for his El Tee's three.

What do I do now? Said the El Tee.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Captains three.

Who's gonnadrive my Vehicle? Said the Captain

What do I do now? Said the El Tee.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Majors three.

I need a bigger desk said the major.

Who's gonnadrive my vehicle? Said the Captain

What do I do now? Said the El Tee.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal
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Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Colonels three.

When can I play golf? Said the Colonel.

I need a bigger desk said the major.

Who's gonnadrive my Vehicle? Said the Captain.

What do I do now? Said the El Tee.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.

What merry men are we! but none so fair that we 

can compare to the Airborne Infantry!

Old King Cole was a merry old soul,

a merry old soul was he.

He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 

he called for his Generals three.

Keep those Privates straight! Said the Generals

When can I play golf? Said the Colonel.

I need a bigger desk said the major.

Who's gonnadrive my Vehicle? Said the Captain.

What do I do now? Said the El Tee.

Left right left said the Sergeant.

I need a three day pass said the Corporal

Coke! Coke! Coke! Said the Privates.


