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Statewide Dual Credit Description 
 
Statewide Dual Credit (SDC) is an academically challenging high school course aligned to 
standards at a local postsecondary institution with a required exam to earn credit at any 
Tennessee postsecondary institution. 
All students enrolled in a statewide dual credit course take the online challenge exam, which is 
used to assess mastery of the postsecondary-level learning objectives. 
 

Course Description 

SDC World History is a college-level introductory course which covers world history 
beginning with the Columbian Exchange and culminating in the post-Cold War era. The 
course will include historical, multicultural, geographic, economic, technological, social, 
political, and current event themes. These themes will be taught both independently and 
integrated with one another throughout the course. 

Students will be expected to complete assignments outside of class time. Students will be 
expected to complete projects that must include elements of research, exploration, and 
evaluation. All students in this course are expected to read extensively, think critically, and 
write lucidly. 

Essay Writing 
 
Throughout the course students will be required to write essays in class demonstrating their 
mastery of content as well as their ability to develop coherent written arguments that have a 
thesis supported by relevant historical evidence.  
 

Primary Source Document Assignments 
 
Throughout the semester students will have the opportunity to develop and enhance their skills 
interpreting, summarizing, and analyzing primary source material including documents, maps, 
charts & graphs, and visuals. The ability to comprehend and analyze primary sources will first 
be practiced in large group and small group discussion then in individual primary source 
assignments that students will summarize and analyze. ***Students will be required to 
complete ONE document analysis research papers.  This assignment will count as a test 
grade.*** 

mailto:cody.helms@hck12.net
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/eps_sdc_world_history_learning_objectives.pdf


Materials 

1 –three ring binder (2”) with paper, writing utensils (black pen, pencil only), and composition 
notebook 

I EXPECT YOU TO BE PREPARED WHEN YOU COME TO CLASS 

 

SDC Learning Objectives World History II (HIST 1220)  
 
Topics Covered  
1.  Age of European Exploration and the Columbian Exchange (Week 1) 
2.  Early Modern Europe: Reformation (Week 1) 
3.  Early Modern European political and economic developments: Absolutism and  
Capitalism (Week 2) 
4.  Scientific Revolution/Enlightenment (Week 2) 
5.  Colonial Americas (Week 3) 
6.  Africa, the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, and the African Diaspora (Week 4) 
7.  Change and continuity in Early Modern China (through 18thcentury) (Week 5) 
8.  Early Modern Japan (Week 5) 
9.  Early Modern Islamic Empires (Week 6)  
10.  Tsarist Russia (Week 6) 
11.  Revolution and Nationalism in Europe and the Americas (1789 – 1914) (Week 7) 
12.  Industrial Revolution (Week 8/9) 
13.  Imperial Russia and the Russian Revolution (Week 10) 
14.  The End of the Qing and the Chinese Revolution (Week 10) 
15.  The Ottoman Empire and the Turkish Revolution (Week 11) 
16.  Japan and the Meiji Restoration (Week 11) 
17.  “New” Imperialism and Global Empires (Week 12) 
18.  World War I (Week 13/14) 
19.  Between the Wars (1919 – 1939): Global Depression, Fascism, Soviet Communism, and Age 
of Anxiety (Week 14) 
20.  World War II (Week 14/15) 
21.  The Cold War (Week 16/17) 
22.  Communist China (Week 16/17) 
23.  Postwar De-colonization and Nation-Building (Week 18) 
24 .  Arab-Israeli Conflict (Week 18) 
25.  Globalization (Week 18) 
 

 



CLASS EXPECTATIONS:   World History is a rigorous course that will cover a great deal of 

material.   Your success in this class will be in large part determined by your engagement during 

class and your consistent effort to keep up with the workload outside of class.    

 I expect that you will: 

Be Punctual  -  Arrive to class on time with your materials.  Be ready to work!  

Be Prepared -  Keep up with your reading and note-taking.  

Be Involved -   Actively participate in class and plan to study outside of class. 

Be Respectful -  Treat everyone with respect and consideration. Help create a classroom 

environment that enables all students to learn. 

Assignments 

I do not expect to have missing assignments. 

I will deduct 10pts per day from assignments that are turned in after the due date. 

-  Homework/Daily Grades (20% of grade) 

-  Quizzes/Projects (30% of grade) 

-  Tests (50% of grade) 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 My name is Cody Helms and I will be teaching your child’s Dual Credit World History 
Course. I wanted to take this opportunity to say how proud I am that there are so many 
students challenging themselves in this course. With that said, I want you to be aware that this 
is a rigorous course that will require a great deal of reading, writing, and effort outside of class. 
This will be a challenge for your child but a good challenge. Too many times we see students 
graduate from high school that haven’t pushed themselves to a higher level/standard and then 
are caught off guard and unprepared for college courses. I love teaching and I will do my best to 
make sure I convey the information to the student in a manner conducive to learning. If you 
have any questions or concerns please feel free to email me at cody.helms@hck12.net or call 
me at school at 423-272-6507. After you have read the syllabus I ask that you and your child 
sign below and return to me. Thanks again and I look forward to a great school year.  

 

Please sign the bottom portion, detach, and return to the teacher as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Parent Signature      Date 

______________________________________  ___________________________ 

Student Signature     Date 

______________________________________  ___________________________ 


