
 

English 12 Honors  

2016-2017 Course Syllabus 

Mrs. Amber Hipshire  

Cherokee High School 

Email: amber.hipshire@hck12.net  

Phone: (423) 272-6507 ext. 5045 
 

Course summary 

Survey of British Literature 12 introduces the works of major British writers from the Anglo-Saxon 

period through the Renaissance. The major works from this time period extend a strong and abiding 

scope of influence, and this course seeks to show their continued relevance.  

Focus will be on the state standards for English 12. 

https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_eng_gr_11-12.pdf 

 

Required Texts/Supplementary Materials 

Literature: British Literature, Holt MCDougal  (Provided) 

Write Source: A Book for Writing, Thinking, and Learning, Sebranek, Kemper, and Meyer (Provided) 

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley (Provided) 

Access to internet (strongly recommended) 

USB (strongly recommended) 

Folder/notebook (Strongly recommended) 

Highlighters (strongly recommended) 

Link to online resources:  http://www.hck12.net 

 

Course Outcomes for writing 

By the end of this course, the student will be able to 

1. plan, organize, draft, revise, and edit the writing of literary argument papers 

2. distinguish between and read closely primary and secondary sources 

3. evaluate the reliability of sources 

4. distinguish among opinions, facts, inferences, argumentative, and persuasive approaches in sources 

5. formulate tentative and polished thesis statements  

6. select relevant material from sources to support thesis and write well-developed ideas 

mailto:amber.hipshire@hck12.net
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_eng_gr_11-12.pdf
http://www.hck12.net/


7. use MLA format 

8. use correct diction, syntax, grammar, and usage 

 

Course Outcomes for Literature 

The student will 

1. demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities 

2. understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and 

social context 

3. respond critically to works in the arts and humanities 

4. articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities 

 

Course Outcomes for Speaking/Listening 

The student  

1. will be expected to participate in class discussions and present information, both individually and in 

groups. 

Tentative  Insructional and Evaluation  

1. The student will take a pre test, benchmarks, and post test to mark progress 

2. The student will write a minimum of nine reader response reflections of at least 350 words each 

3. In addition to reader response reflections, the student will write a minimum of two polished papers 

of at least 2500 words each (outside sources required) 

4. The student will take a minimum of one cumulative exam per unit. Tests are short answer and essay. 

Notes will not be allowed on exams.  

5. The student will take a minimum of ten quizzes per grading period (reading comprehension, writing 

skills) 

6. The student can expect daily practice and reading tasks 

 

Subjects/Course Work 

Focus will be on the state standards for English 12. 

https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_eng_gr_11-12.pdf 

  
  

 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL ESSAY (UNIT INTRODUCTION) 

UNIT 1 
Anglo-Saxon / Middle Ages 
5 weeks 
 

https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_eng_gr_11-12.pdf


 RI 2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 

including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the text 

as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the complexity and 

depth of each idea. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, central idea). 

 RI 9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and 

literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the themes, purposes, and rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can analyze significant foundational U.S. documents for key themes. 

b. I can discern the purposes of foundational U.S. documents by analyzing theme and text structure. 

c. I can analyze rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents and evaluate their impact of 

meaning. 

d. I can analyze the combined role of themes, concepts, and rhetorical devices in foundational U.S. 

documents 

 L 4.c  Consult general and specialized reference materials both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. - 

OLD ENGLISH, MIDDLE ENGLISH 

 

BEOWULF  

RL 1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 

uncertain. 

Unpacked: 
a. I can draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions. 

RL 2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of 

the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze the development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the 

text as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas in two or more texts in order to compare the 

complexity and depth of each text. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme). 

e. I can analyze and compare two or more works by the same author, from the same period, from 

different cultures, presented in different forms, with similar themes using given criteria. 

RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story.  

Unpacked: 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/c/


a. I can analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a story or 

drama (setting, plot, characterization). 

b. I can analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary elements on the 

story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative meanings; 

analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple 

meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

*RL 7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem evaluating how each version interprets the 

source text – Grendel 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze written text (story, drama, or poem) compared to a source text or different 

interpretation of that text (e.g., Tristan y Isold vs Romeo and Juliet). 

b. I can evaluate how the alternative version depicts the original text. 

 

 

 

 

BEOWULF (continued). 

 

 

 

 

W 1   Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 

logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons and evidence.  

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 

evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that 

anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 

evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know an argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or conclusion is 

based on reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I know a claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing 

opinions. 

c. I know an analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

d. I know the effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate 

evidence. 

L 1a Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention and can change over time.  

L 3   Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style. L 4a Use context as a clue to 

the meaning of a word.  

WRITING: ARGUMENTATIVE- which elements are strongest in the selection by citing textual 

evidence. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/7/


L 4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech.  

L 5a Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text.  

L 5b Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

Text Analysis: Characteristics of an Epic 

Reading Strategy: Old English Poetry – OLD ENGLISH 

Activity: illustration of scene with text 

 
 

 

THE CANTERBURY TALES:  THE PROLOGUE 

RL 1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.  
Unpacked: 

a. I can draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions 

RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 

story.  
Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a story or drama 

(setting, plot, characterization). 

b. I can analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary elements on the 

story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

RL 4 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on tone.  
Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

RL 10 Read and comprehend literature.  

L 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown words.  

L 5 Demonstrate understanding of descriptive details.  

L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words. 
Text Analysis: Characterization 

Reading Strategy: Paraphrase 

Activity: be your own character – read and analyze character – MIDDLE ENGLISH 

 

 

 

 
  

WRITING:  INFORMATIVE – paraphrase characterization techniques, character analysis 



FROM THE CANTERBURY TALES: FROM THE PARDONER’S TALE 

RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story.  
Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a story or drama 

(setting, plot, characterization). 

b. I can analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary elements on the 

story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

RL 4 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on tone.  
Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

RL 6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is 

directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., irony).  
Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text in order to recognize and interpret styles of writer's craft (e.g., sarcasm, satire, 

irony, and understatement). 

b. I can evaluate how words or expressions can carry literal and figurative meaning (e.g., Marc 

Antony's speech in Julius Caesar: "Brutus says he is ambitious, and Brutus is an honorable 

man."). 

c. I can evaluate how the author's use of irony creates nuances in a text. 

RL 10 Read and comprehend literature.  

L 4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of the word.  

L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words. 
Text Analysis: Exemplum, Conflict, Irony 

Reading Strategy: Predict 

W 10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. (written response) 

Activity:  illustrate story using comic format. 

 

 

 
 

FROM THE CANTERBURY TALES: FROM THE WIFE OF BATH’S TALE 
RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or 

drama.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a story or drama 

(setting, plot, characterization). 

b. I can analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary elements on the 

story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Unpacked: 

a. I understand aesthetic impact is the appreciation of beauty. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

WRITING: ARGUMENTATIVE – argue which elements exemplify the elements of conflict 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/


a. I can analyze an author's choices about structure and organization of a story or drama (e.g. multiple 

points of view, in medias res, flashback). 

b. I can analyze the effect of an author's choices on the story or drama itself and/or the audience. 

c. I can analyze the literary devices used to determine the rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes of the 

text. 

d. I can analyze how author's choices impact the overall structure, meaning, and/or aesthetic impact 

of a text. 

W 3b Use dialogue to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

b. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in 

order to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

c. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the 

topic. 

L 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown words. 

L 5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language.  

L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words. 

Text Analysis: Narrator, Point of View 

Reading Strategy: Analyze Structure 

 

 

 

 

FROM SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT 

RL 1 Cite textual evidence to support inferences drawn from the text. 

Unpacked:  

a. I can draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions 

RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story. 

Unpacked:  

a. I can analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a story or drama 

(setting, plot, characterization). 

b. I can analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary elements on the 

story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure.  

Unpacked: 

b. I understand aesthetic impact is the appreciation of beauty. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

e. I can analyze an author's choices about structure and organization of a story or drama (e.g. multiple 

points of view, in medias res, flashback). 

f. I can analyze the effect of an author's choices on the story or drama itself and/or the audience. 

g. I can analyze the literary devices used to determine the rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes of the 

text. 

h. I can analyze how author's choices impact the overall structure, meaning, and/or aesthetic impact 

of a text. 

SL 1c Propel conversations by responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence.  

WRITING: ARGUMENTATIVE – perspective from another point of view 



L 2b Spell correctly. 

Text Analysis: Medieval Romance 

Reading Strategy: Inference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know development, organization, and style of writing (e.g., argument, informational/explanatory, 

and narrative) are dependent on purpose and audience. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can develop ideas, details, and/or evidence for a specific writing task, based on the purpose and 

audience. 

b. I can organize my writing based on a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

c. I can determine and use appropriate writing style and structure (e.g., diction, voice, sentence 

structure) based on the specific task, purpose, and audience. 

Student-Friendly Product Targets 
a.  Students must produce clear and coherent writing on a variety of topics using organization and style 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I know how to apply the five stages of the writing process independently and proficiently based on 

the task-specific purpose for writing and the audience. 

b. I can strengthen my writing by identifying what is most important for a specific audience or 

purpose.  

c. I know when to revise, rewrite, or change the focus of my writing based on what is most significant 

to the audience or important to my purpose for writing. 

W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know different mediums of technology are used to produce writing. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can evaluate technology to determine the most effective method to publish and produce writing. 

b. I can use technology to produce, publish, and update an individual or shared product. 

c. I can evaluate feedback and new information, making appropriate revisions to writing using 

technology. 

d. I know how to use technology to share and update writing products. 

Student-Friendly Product Targets 
a. I can produce and publish writing using technology. 

WRITING: RESEARCH – Coat of Arms 

UNIT 2 
RESEARCH 
4 weeks 

WRITING: RESEARCH – Extended research paper on British topic 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/


Research cont… 

W. 7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on 

the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the scope of research may broaden or narrow depending on the needs of the audience and the 

author's purpose.  

b. I know using multiple sources allows for deeper understanding of a topic. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can identify and/or generate my own research question or problem.  

b. I can adapt the scope of topic (narrow or broaden) based on research findings.  

c. I can analyze and determine the relevance of data and information collected based on the research 

questions(s). 

d. I can synthesize information gathered from multiple print and online sources. 

Student-Friendly Product Targets 
a. I can produce a variety of research projects that demonstrate an understanding of a subject under 

investigation and synthesize information gathered from multiple sources. 

W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance 

on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. 

b. I know a how to cite sources using a standard format (e.g., MLA, APA). 

c. I know how to use advanced searches (e.g., scholarly data bases, library searches) to find relevant, 

credible research to answer a research question. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I know how to assess the strengths and limitations of a research source. 

b. I must evaluate sources to determine their strengths and weaknesses. 

c. I must evaluate sources' effectiveness in speaking to writer's task, audience, and purpose. 

d. I must recognize the value of using a variety of sources, rather than relying heavily on a single source. 

e. I must integrate evidence collected during research into my writing while avoiding plagiarism. 

W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I can identify appropriate organization based on the specific task or objective and audience for 

writing. 

b. I can connect evidence to analysis, reflection, and research. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can use a process approach to compose informational texts by using advanced searches to locate 

relevant information from multiple (print/non-print and digital) sources, including research studies, 

documentaries, and historical and primary sources, to establish a central question or focus/thesis for 

a topic, problem, concept, or issue. 

b. I can apply organizational structures (e.g., proposition-support, critique, inductive- and deductive-

reasoning), credible sources, and rhetorical strategies to analyze and synthesize complex ideas in 

their writing. 

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/9/


Research cont… 

c. I can present and support reasoned arguments and critiques of texts, issues, or problems for authentic 

and varied audiences. 

d. I can apply organizational and research strategies, literary techniques, and the synthesis of complex 

ideas to communicate interrelationships of characters, conflicts, or experiences for authentic and 

varied audiences. 

W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

RI 7 Evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats.  

L 6 Acquire and use academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 2- HISTORICAL ESSAY - UNIT INTRODUCTION 

 RI 2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 

including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence from throughout the text to best support my conclusions. 

e. I can explain the relationship between my analysis/inference/conclusion and my textual evidence. 

 RI 9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and 

literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the themes, purposes, and rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
b. I can analyze significant foundational U.S. documents for key themes. 

c. I can discern the purposes of foundational U.S. documents by analyzing theme and text 

structure. 

 L 4.c  Consult general and specialized reference materials both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. - 

EARLY MODERN ENGLISH 

 

RENAISSANCE DANCING (Mrs.Hipshire’s class will join Mrs. Seals’ class for instruction) 

 RI 9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century historical and literary significance for their 

themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the themes, purposes, and rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
b. I can analyze significant foundational U.S. documents for key themes. 

c. I can discern the purposes of foundational U.S. documents by analyzing theme and text 

structure. 

I can dance… 

 

  

UNIT 3 
Renaissance Period 
5 weeks 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9/


SONNET 30 / SONNET 75 POETRY BY EDMUND SPENSER 

RL 2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 

including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 

summary of the text.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze the development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the 

text as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas in two or more texts in order to compare the 

complexity and depth of each text. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme). 

e. I can analyze and compare two or more works by the same author, from the same period, from 

different cultures, presented in different forms, with similar themes using given criteria. 

RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

Unpacked: 

a. impact of a text 

W 1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know an argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or conclusion is based on 

reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I know a claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing opinions. 

c. I know an analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

d. I know the effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate evidence. 

W 3d Use precise words and phrases and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, 

or characters. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

b. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in order 

to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

c. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the 

topic. 

L 5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

L 5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 

 

 

SONNET 18 / SONNET 29 / SONNET 116 /SONNET 130 SONNETS BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

RL 4 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 



RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Unpacked: 

a. I understand aesthetic impact is the appreciation of beauty. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

a. I can analyze an author's choices about structure and organization of a story or drama (e.g. 

multiple points of view, in medias res, flashback). 

b. I can analyze the effect of an author's choices on the story or drama itself and/or the audience. 

c. I can analyze the literary devices used to determine the rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes of 

the text. 

d. I can analyze how author's choices impact the overall structure, meaning, and/or aesthetic 

impact of a text. 

RL 9 Demonstrate knowledge of how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 

a. I can define the various characteristics of foundational American literature from the eighteenth-, 

nineteenth-, and early twentieth centuries. 

b. I can connect the major ideas and themes common in American literature by time period. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

a. I can compare and contrast similar themes or topics in two or more texts from American 

literature written in the same time period. 

b. I can analyze two or more authors’ treatments of themes or topics in foundational works of 

American literature written in the same period. 

W 3d Use precise words and phrases to convey a vivid picture of experiences, events, or characters.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
d. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

e. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in order 

to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

f. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the 

topic. 

L 3a Apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

 

 

 

SONNET 90 / SONNET 292 POETRY BY FRANCESCO PETRARCH 

RL 4 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects the 

tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.  

Unpacked: 

a. I understand aesthetic impact is the appreciation of beauty. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 



a. I can analyze an author's choices about structure and organization of a story or drama 

(e.g. multiple points of view, in medias res, flashback). 

b. I can analyze the effect of an author's choices on the story or drama itself and/or the audience. 

c. I can analyze the literary devices used to determine the rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes of the 

text. 

d. I can analyze how author's choices impact the overall structure, meaning, and/or aesthetic impact 

of a text. 

Text Analysis: Spenserian Sonnet Form, Shakespearean Sonnet Form, Petrarchan Sonnet Form / Figurative 

Language 

Reading Strategy: metaphor, imagery, central ideas in poetry 

Writing Assignment: Own Sonnet 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH: ACT I    DRAMA BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

RL 3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a drama. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from reading. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions 

RL 4 Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

RL 5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its 

overall structure and meaning. 

Unpacked: 

a. I understand aesthetic impact is the appreciation of beauty. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

a. I can analyze an author's choices about structure and organization of a story or drama (e.g. 

multiple points of view, in medias res, flashback). 

b. I can analyze the effect of an author's choices on the story or drama itself and/or the audience. 

c. I can analyze the literary devices used to determine the rhetorical and/or aesthetic purposes of the 

text. 

d. I can analyze how author's choices impact the overall structure, meaning, and/or aesthetic impact 

of a text. 

RL 7 Analyze multiple versions of a drama, evaluating how each version interprets the source text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze written text (story, drama, or poem) compared to a source text or different 

interpretation of that text (e.g., Tristan y Isold vs Romeo and Juliet). 

b. I can evaluate how the alternative version depicts the original text. 

W 1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 

WRITING: CREATIVE – writing of own sonnet 



a. I know an argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or conclusion is based on 

reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I know a claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing opinions. 

c. I know an analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

d. I know the effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate evidence. 

W 1C Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 

between reasons and evidence.  

 

Macbeth cont… 

W 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
c. I can identify appropriate organization based on the specific task or objective and audience for 

writing. 

d. I can connect evidence to analysis, reflection, and research. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
e. I can use a process approach to compose informational texts by using advanced searches to locate 

relevant information from multiple (print/non-print and digital) sources, including research studies, 

documentaries, and historical and primary sources, to establish a central question or focus/thesis for a 

topic, problem, concept, or issue. 

f. I can apply organizational structures (e.g., proposition-support, critique, inductive- and deductive-

reasoning), credible sources, and rhetorical strategies to analyze and synthesize complex ideas in their 

writing. 

g. I can present and support reasoned arguments and critiques of texts, issues, or problems for authentic 

and varied audiences. 

h. I can apply organizational and research strategies, literary techniques, and the synthesis of complex 

ideas to communicate interrelationships of characters, conflicts, or experiences for authentic and 

varied audiences. 

SL 3 Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, 

premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

L 3a Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.  

L 4b Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech.  

L 5b Analyze nuances in the meanings of words with similar denotations. 

Text Analysis: Shakespearean Tragedy 

Reading Strategy: Shakespearean Drama 

Blank Verse, Soliloquy, Aside, Dramatic Irony, Foreshadowing, Stage Directions 

 

 

THE REAL MACBETH - HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, ARTICLE, MEDIA STUDY: FROM MACBETH - 

FILM CLIP 

RL 7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a drama, evaluating how each version interprets the source text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze written text (story, drama, or poem) compared to a source text or different 

interpretation of that text (e.g., Tristan y Isold vs Romeo and Juliet). 

b. I can evaluate how the alternative version depicts the original text. 

RI 2 Provide an objective summary of the text.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the text 

as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the complexity and 

depth of each idea. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/3/


d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, central idea). 

RI 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

b. I can analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a point of view or 

purpose. 

c. I can analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas in a text. 

d. I can evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

RI 7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats in order to 

address a question or solve a problem.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select appropriate source material to utilize based on the question or problem. 

b. I can analyze each source of information as it pertains to the question or problem. 

c. I can develop organizational strategies (e.g., note taking, comparison charts, Venn Diagrams, Thinking 

Maps) to integrate multiple sources of information. 

d. I can evaluate the value of sources as they relate to the guiding question or problem. 

e. I can answer or solve the question or problem, citing evidence from multiple sources. 

f. I can integrate and present information from multiple sources to address a question or solve a problem. 

W 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas.  

W 2b Develop the topic by selecting the most significant and relevant facts appropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

b. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in order 

to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

c. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

 

Real Macbeth articles, cont… 

W 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Standards Focus: Take notes and synthesize. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
e. I can identify appropriate organization based on the specific task or objective and audience for 

writing. 

f. I can connect evidence to analysis, reflection, and research. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
i. I can use a process approach to compose informational texts by using advanced searches to locate 

relevant information from multiple (print/non-print and digital) sources, including research studies, 

documentaries, and historical and primary sources, to establish a central question or focus/thesis for 

a topic, problem, concept, or issue. 

j. I can apply organizational structures (e.g., proposition-support, critique, inductive- and deductive-

reasoning), credible sources, and rhetorical strategies to analyze and synthesize complex ideas in 

their writing. 

k. I can present and support reasoned arguments and critiques of texts, issues, or problems for authentic 

and varied audiences. 



l. I can apply organizational and research strategies, literary techniques, and the synthesis of complex 

ideas to communicate interrelationships of characters, conflicts, or experiences for authentic and 

varied audiences. 

 

 

 

 

Essay 

W 1a–e Write arguments to support claims, using valid reasoning and relevant evidence; develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly, supplying relevant evidence for each; use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 

varied syntax to link the major sections of the text; create cohesion, and clarify relationships; maintain a 

formal style and objective tone.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know an argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or conclusion is based on 

reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I know a claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing opinions. 

c. I know an analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

d. I know the effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate evidence. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can establish precise, knowledgeable claims that demonstrate a thorough analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I can structure arguments logically and thoroughly using relevant evidence. 

c. I can interpret, apply evidence, and establish significance to support claims. 

d. I can anticipate the knowledge, concerns, values, and biases of the audience. 

e. I can structure arguments logically by sequencing claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

f. I can establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

 

Macbeth Essay cont… 

W 4 Produce clear and coherent writing appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know development, organization, and style of writing (e.g., argument, 

informational/explanatory, and narrative) are dependent on purpose and audience. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can develop ideas, details, and/or evidence for a specific writing task, based on the purpose and 

audience. 

b. I can organize my writing based on a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

c. I can determine and use appropriate writing style and structure (e.g., diction, voice, sentence structure) 

based on the specific task, purpose, and audience. 

Student-Friendly Product Targets 
a. Students must produce clear and coherent writing on a variety of topics using organization and style 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W 5 Develop and strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I know how to apply the five stages of the writing process independently and proficiently based on 

the task-specific purpose for writing and the audience. 

b. I can strengthen my writing by identifying what is most important for a specific audience or purpose.  

c. I know when to revise, rewrite, or change the focus of my writing based on what is most significant 

to the audience or important to my purpose for writing. 

W 9a (RL 1, 7) Draw evidence from literary texts; cite textual evidence; analyze multiple interpretations of a 

drama.  

Unpacked: 

WRITING: ARGUMENTATIVE – essay on text, articles and media. 



Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I can identify appropriate organization based on the specific task or objective and audience for writing. 

b. I can connect evidence to analysis, reflection, and research. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can use a process approach to compose informational texts by using advanced searches to locate 

relevant information from multiple (print/non-print and digital) sources, including research studies, 

documentaries, and historical and primary sources, to establish a central question or focus/thesis for a 

topic, problem, concept, or issue. 

b. I can apply organizational structures (e.g., proposition-support, critique, inductive- and deductive-

reasoning), credible sources, and rhetorical strategies to analyze and synthesize complex ideas in their 

writing. 

c. I can present and support reasoned arguments and critiques of texts, issues, or problems for authentic 

and varied audiences. 

d. I can apply organizational and research strategies, literary techniques, and the synthesis of complex 

ideas to communicate interrelationships of characters, conflicts, or experiences for authentic and varied 

audiences. 

W 10 Write routinely over shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. L 1 Demonstrate 

command of conventions.  

L 2b Spell correctly.  

L 3a Vary syntax for effect. 

 

Macbeth Essay cont… 

W 8  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. 

b. I know a how to cite sources using a standard format (e.g., MLA, APA). 

c. I know how to use advanced searches (e.g., scholarly data bases, library searches) to find relevant, 

credible research to answer a research question. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I know how to assess the strengths and limitations of a research source. 

b. I must evaluate sources to determine their strengths and weaknesses. 

c. I must evaluate sources' effectiveness in speaking to writer's task, audience, and purpose. 

d. I must recognize the value of using a variety of sources, rather than relying heavily on a single source. 

e. I must integrate evidence collected during research into my writing while avoiding plagiarism. 

 

OF STUDIES / OF MARRIAGE AND SINGLE LIFE ESSAYS BY SIR FRANCIS BACON 

RI 1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that goes beyond the 

obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

b. I can determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what happens next. 

c. I can support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

d. I can synthesize evidence from throughout the text to best support my conclusions. 

e. I can explain the relationship between my analysis/inference/conclusion and my textual evidence. 

RI 5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition, including 

whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/8/
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a. I know different types of expository texts (e.g. compare/ contrast, problem/ solution, cause/ effect, 

etc.). 

b. I know how the manipulation of sentences, paragraphs, sections, and chapters all contribute to text 

structure. 

c. I can distinguish between an expository text and an argument. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can evaluate the author's specific choices in text structure. 

b. I can analyze the effectiveness of a text structure in supporting the author's purpose. 

c. I can analyze and evaluate whether the text structure makes points clear, convincing and engaging. 

d. I can analyze and evaluate whether the text structure is effective in supporting an author's idea or 

claim. 

RI 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
e. I can analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

f. I can analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a point of view or 

purpose. 

g. I can analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas in a text. 

h. I can evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Text Analysis: Essay 

Reading Skill: Evaluate opinions 

 

 

 

 

FROM MEDITATION 1 7BY JOHN DONNE 

RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative meanings.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning. 

L 5a Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text. 

Text Analysis: Metaphysical Conceit 

Reading Skill: paradox 

Activity: student creates and designs an island that represents themselves, and extended metaphor of themselves 

including specific elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3  

HISTORICAL ESSAY UNIT INTRODUCTION 

 RI 2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 

including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

WRITING: TECHNICAL – how to write an essay 

UNIT 4 
Restoration Period 
2 weeks 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/


Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the text 

as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the complexity and 

depth of each idea. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, central idea). 

 RI 9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and 

literary significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the themes, purposes, and rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
b. I can analyze significant foundational U.S. documents for key themes. 

c. I can discern the purposes of foundational U.S. documents by analyzing theme and text 

structure. 

 L 4.c  Consult general and specialized reference materials both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.- 

MODERN ENGLISH CHANGES 

 

 

FROM THE DIARY OF SAMUEL PEPYS BY SAMUEL PEPYS 

RI 10 Read and comprehend literary nonfiction. 

W 3 Write narratives to develop real experiences. 

W 3d Use precise words and phrases to convey a vivid picture of the experiences.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

b. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in 

order to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

c. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the 

topic. 

L 3a Vary syntax for effect. 

Text Analysis: Diary 

Reading Skill: Connect to History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS FICTION BY JONATHAN SWIFT 

RL 6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text 

from what is really meant.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text in order to recognize and interpret styles of writer's craft (e.g., sarcasm, satire, 

irony, and understatement). 

b. I can evaluate how words or expressions can carry literal and figurative meaning (e.g., Marc 

Antony's speech in Julius Caesar: "Brutus says he is ambitious, and Brutus is an honorable 

man."). 

c. I can evaluate how the author's use of irony creates nuances in a text. 

WRITING: INFORMATIVE – own diary entry connecting to history and present day. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/9/
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RI 5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her argument.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know different types of expository texts (e.g. compare/ contrast, problem/ solution, cause/ effect, etc.). 

b. I know how the manipulation of sentences, paragraphs, sections, and chapters all contribute to text 

structure. 

c. I can distinguish between an expository text and an argument. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can evaluate the author's specific choices in text structure. 

b. I can analyze the effectiveness of a text structure in supporting the author's purpose. 

c. I can analyze and evaluate whether the text structure makes points clear, convincing and engaging. 

d. I can analyze and evaluate whether the text structure is effective in supporting an author's idea or 

claim. 

RI 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective.  

Unpacked: Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 

a. I can analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

b. I can analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a point of view or 

purpose. 

c. I can analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas in a text. 

d. I can evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

W 1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics. Introduce precise, knowledgeable 

claim(s).  

 

Unpacked: Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 

a. I know an argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or conclusion is based on 

reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I know a claim is a debatable thesis - something on which people could have differing opinions. 

c. I know an analysis is an examination of a complex topic or issue. 

d. I know the effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning and appropriate evidence. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can establish precise, knowledgeable claims that demonstrate a thorough analysis of a topic or text. 

b. I can structure arguments logically and thoroughly using relevant evidence. 

c. I can interpret, apply evidence, and establish significance to support claims. 

a. I can anticipate the knowledge, concerns, values, and biases of the audience. 

b. I can structure arguments logically by sequencing claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

c. I can establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

 

 

Gulliver’s Travels, cont… 

W 2 Write explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas.  

W 2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting concrete details.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or clarified within the 

space and time allotted. 

b. I can effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the previous idea in order 

to create a unified whole that communicates the author's purpose effectively. 

c. I can develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant and relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

W 9 Draw evidence from literary texts to support analysis.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I can identify appropriate organization based on the specific task or objective and audience for writing. 



b. I can connect evidence to analysis, reflection, and research. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can use a process approach to compose informational texts by using advanced searches to locate 

relevant information from multiple (print/non-print and digital) sources, including research studies, 

documentaries, and historical and primary sources, to establish a central question or focus/thesis for a 

topic, problem, concept, or issue. 

b. I can apply organizational structures (e.g., proposition-support, critique, inductive- and deductive-

reasoning), credible sources, and rhetorical strategies to analyze and synthesize complex ideas in their 

writing. 

c. I can present and support reasoned arguments and critiques of texts, issues, or problems for authentic 

and varied audiences. 

d. I can apply organizational and research strategies, literary techniques, and the synthesis of complex 

ideas to communicate interrelationships of characters, conflicts, or experiences for authentic and varied 

audiences. 

 

 

SL 1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions.  

L 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar when writing. 

L 1b Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references.  

L 5 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships.  

L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic words. 

Text Analysis: satire 

Reading Skill:  Fantasy, historical context 

 

 

  

WRITING: NARRATIVE – Gulliver’s Next Adventure – story about how Gulliver lands on own island 

created with Meditation 17 assignment using elements of satire, fantasy and writing techniques. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

From Unit 6 

FROM THE SPEECHES, MAY 19, 1940 - SPEECH BY WINSTON CHURCHILL 

RI 2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; 

provide an objective summary of the text.  

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence from the text 

as support. 

b. I can synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the complexity and 

depth of each idea. 

c. I can summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

d. I can use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts (e.g., 

purpose, central idea). 

RI 3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events 

interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze a complex set of ideas or events through the sequencing of ideas and/or events and/or 

text structure. 

b. I can analyze connections drawn between the author's ideas and how those ideas are developed 

through the sequencing and/or structure (e.g., cause and effect, prioritizing, point by point). 

c. I can analyze the author's techniques for advancing ideas or events. 

d. I can analyze the sequence and/or structure of the text and it's effect on meaning. 

e. I can analyze how specific text components interact and evolve as the text progresses 

RI 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 

and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over 

the course of a text 

Unpacked: 

a. I can analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the plot or affects 

the tone or pacing of the work. 

b. I can determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

c. I can analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically pleasing text. 

d. I can analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

e. I can examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact and 

overall meaning 

RI 6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

b. I can analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a point of view or 

purpose. 

c. I can analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas in a text. 

d. I can evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

  

UNIT 5 
Speeches / personal essay / presentations 
2 weeks 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/4/


Speeches cont… 

RI 8 Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal texts.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts. 

b. I know the basic constitutional principles to seminal U.S. texts. 

c. I know legal reasoning in seminal U.S. texts. 

d. I know the premise(s), purpose(s), and argument(s) in works of public advocacy. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
a. I can identify reasoning in seminal U.S. texts. 

b. I can evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts based on constitutional principles and the author's 

use of legal reasoning. 

c. I can evaluate the premise(s), purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy. 

d. I can analyze perspectives from two or more seminal U.S. texts on related topics. 

e. I can justify the cogent viewpoint in two or more seminal U.S. texts (e.g., different accounts of the 

same event/ issue). 

RI 9 Analyze foundational documents of historical significance for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical 

features.  

Unpacked: 

Student-Friendly Knowledge Targets 
a. I know the themes, purposes, and rhetorical features of foundational U.S. documents. 

Student-Friendly Reasoning Targets 
b. I can analyze significant foundational U.S. documents for key themes. 

c. I can discern the purposes of foundational U.S. documents by analyzing theme and text structure. 

L 4c Consult specialized reference materials.  

L 5a Interpret figures of speech in context and analyze their role in the text. 

L 6 Acquire and use accurately general academic words and phrases. 

Text Analysis: speech 

Reading Skill:  main ideas 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Major Assignments: There will be an exam upon completion of each piece of literature, a 

cumulative semester exam (end of semester), One research paper: start date is November 1, 

2016 and due date is Dec. 9, 2016, one group project: start date is September 5, 2016 and due 

date is December 1,
 
2016.   

 

Grading Scale 

Class starters  5% 

Reader response 10% 

Quizzes  20% 

Tests/exams  30% 

Writing   20% 

WRITING: INFORMATVIE Personal Essay  



Literature Exercises  15% 

Policy on grading 

The instructor evaluates each writing assignment on its own merits. While there is no single formula 

for evaluating a paper, in this course all papers will be assessed by standard rubrics. The rubrics 

address criteria such as the quality of organization, thesis, specific detail to support and develop 

general statements, and the number and frequency of serious errors (e.g. fragments, comma splices, 

fused sentences, errors in agreement and tense, and awkward constructions). Repeated errors and 

deficiencies become significant in the evaluation of the Student’s writing. Since progress is the 

principal objective, students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery of the evaluated 

criteria.  

The instructor reserves the right to give unannounced assessments, e.g. pop quizzes 

Late assignments: 10 points will be deducted each day an assignment is late. Assignments not 

submitted within 5 days of the due date will NOT be accepted. If a student is absent, he or she has 3 

days to make up the missing assignment. It is the student’s responsibility to come see the instructor for 

makeup work. This is NOT to be done while teacher is instructing class. An absence that does not 

affect the due date does not constitute extra time; e.g. If an assignment that is due on Friday is given on 

Monday and the student is absent Thursday, the assignment is still due Friday. This is the same for 

announced quizzes and tests. If a quiz or test for Thursday is announced on Monday and the student 

misses Wednesday, the student will take the test on the scheduled day unless material pertinent to said 

assessment is presented in class on the day of the absence.  

Class starters will be taken up periodically for review. The student should have class starters and class 

notes in class daily. Class starters will be up for the first five minutes of class. Students should be in 

seat and working on class starter when the bell rings. If a student is absent, it is the responsibility of the 

student to get the daily class starter from another student in your reg. group. 

CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONICS 

There will be black-out periods when cell phones and/or electronics will not be permitted i.e. during 

quizzes, tests, and direct instruction. Any use of electronics during assessments may result in a 0. Any 

use of electronics during direct instruction may result in the loss of device for the remainder of the 

class period. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


