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Course Description: This class will address the major life processes and 
cycles that allow life to thrive on planet earth. We will cover basic genetics and 
heredity, evolution, ecology and several other topics in a way that explains 
biological phenomena you witness (and even participate in) every day-but we 
will do so in a slightly different manner than to what you are accustomed. I 
have found (through much experimentation) that the most effective means of 
teaching science is through a mixture of direct instruction (the method with 
which more students are familiar) and inquiry-based learning.  
From the time we are born we actively engage in inquiry-based learning. We 

gather information and data through our five senses and we convert that 

information and data into a useful skill set and a way of thinking critically that 

allows us to become less dependent upon others. Herein lies my primary goal 

for my students-to view teachers less as a source of everything they’ll ever need 

to know and to rely more heavily upon their own ability to use logic and reason 

to draw conclusions on their own. An old proverb states: “Give a man a fish and 

you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime”. 

There are fish to be caught-grab your nets. 

Expectations: 
The standard I hold for my students is quite high and it is my top priority 

to see that each student meet that standard. I will do my best to see to it that 
you are successful in my class (and hopefully have a little fun in the process). 
However, it is ultimately your responsibility to put forth the effort required to 
succeed. By following the procedures and policies outlined in this syllabus, 
your time spent in class will be much more efficient and enjoyable.  
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 Be here 
 Be on time 
 Come prepared 
 Homework is due at the beginning of each class the period after it was 

assigned 
 Sit in your assigned seat 
 All cell phones and music playing devices (.mp3 players/iPods) seen 

during class will be confiscated 
 Do not copy other student’s work. If caught copying, both assignments 

will be destroyed. 
 Classroom pets are NEVER to be handled unless you have been given 

permission 
 The teacher dismisses the class…not the bell. 
 There is no need to keep items other than class materials (i.e. writing 

utensil, paper, textbook and supplies I give you) on top of your desk. All 
 book bags, purses, coats, etc. need to either be placed on a countertop, 
chair back of floor.  

 There will be no eating or drinking of any kind in the classroom except 
for bottled water with a screw-on lid.  

 

Assignments/Activities: 
    I am committed to presenting the material in this course in a variety of 
exciting methods to accommodate different learning styles by giving various 
types of assignments. These assignments will include direct instruction, 
laboratory experiments, collaborative group activities, short reports, individual 
assignments and researched presentations. 
 

Text: 
    Biology by Miller and Levine 
 

Standards: 
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_sci_3210.pdf 

 

Assessment and Grading: 

    Earned grades will be a reflection of your own performance on in-class assignments/tests as 
well as homework. Grading is based on a point system with the following letter grade cut-offs: 
 
93-100%     =   A 
85-92%       =   B 
75-84%       =   C 
70-74%       =   D 
0-69%         =   F 



Grades will be updated frequently and I recommend you check them regularly. In this class 
your grade is weighted so that assessments account for 60% and assignments account for 40% 
of your final grade. Your final grade includes the End of Course (EOC) exam given near the end 
of the course. The EOC is worth 20% of your final grade. 
 

Attendance: 
    Your presence in this class is critical to your final grade. Many of the in-class activities 
cannot be made up outside of your class block so inconsistent attendance will negatively affect 
your grade.  
 

Late Work Policy: 
    Consistently turning in late work can easily become habit-forming which will have a negative 
effect on your grade. Late assignments can only receive a maximum of 50%. Late work will be 
accepted up to a week after the due date. However, late assignments turned in after this will 
not be accepted.  
 

Tardy Policy: 
A student is tardy when they are not inside the classroom when the bell finishes ringing 

or if the student is not in their seat working on their bell work by the time I begin to take 
attendance. Students will be given one warning and every subsequent tardy will warrant a 
detention. 
 

Hall Passes: 
   No one will be allowed to go to the restroom during the first or last 10 minutes of class. Over 
the course of a block class, there may be a designated bathroom break where the entire class 
will be escorted to the restroom. I highly recommend you take advantage of this time and the 
time given between classes. However, emergencies arise and are inevitable. In such an event, 
students will be given a hall pass. 

 

Excused Absence/Make-up Work: 
    Students who do not turn in assignments due to an excused absence will be allotted the same 
amount of time they were absent plus one day to make up the work. For instance, if you miss 
Wednesday and are excused, you have until Friday to hand in the work in order to receive full 
credit. After that, the work will be considered late and will be subject to the Late Work Policy 
mentioned above. Obtaining make-up work assigned during a student’s absence is solely the 
responsibility of the student. Packets of make-up work for each day will be placed in the 
corresponding make-up work folders in the black make-up crates at the back of the room.  
    If your absence is unexcused you will not be given credit for ANY assignments due on the 
day you were absent or assigned on the day you were absent.  
 

Make-up test/quiz policy: 
If a student is absent on test/quiz day, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange a time with 
the teacher to take the test after school during tutoring. Students will not be allowed to take 
quizzes in class so DO NOT ASK. One week is the time limit for making up exams.  

 

 

 



Materials Needed:  

 Three ring binder with loose leaf paper and subject dividers 
 paper 
 pencil or pen (a pencil is required on test days) 
 textbook 

 Should you forget your writing utensil you may borrow one after 
you have given me collateral (such as a mobile phone, .mp3 
player/iPod, shoe, etc.). The collateral will be returned to you when 
my writing utensil is returned to me.  

 

Beginning of class: 
 If you need to sharpen your pencil please do so as soon as you enter the 
classroom so you can be seated and begin your bellringer. Quickly begin 
working on your bellringer that will be posted on the board or projection 
screen at the front of the room.  If it is not posted, I will let you know what I 
want you to do. You will keep your bellringers in your notebook and 
participation grades will be given daily. I suggest using the same paper for 
bellringers for a week at a time or more.  Please do not use a new sheet of 
paper every day. It’s unnecessary and wasteful. 

 

Where and when to get help: 
    If you have questions or concerns I encourage you to contact me for help. I 
will be available one day a week after school (which will be determined soon 
after the beginning of school) for tutoring. Tutoring is only offered by 
appointment and I require students fill out the tutoring request form no less 
than 24 hours before the date tutoring is requested. Please do not hesitate to 
email me anytime you have a question at harold.kelley@hck12.net. 
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