
Cherokee High School 

Class Syllabus 

2017-2018 

Teacher: Rhonda Kendrick 

Course Title: Criminal Justice                                         

Course description: 

 Criminal Justice is a study of our laws, court system, and police force, as well as the history of our legal 

system. Various aspects of our justice system are studied as well as the essentials to good and proper 

citizenship.  The subjects covered are attached. 

Materials needed for class 

Students will need three ring binders and paper.  

Textbook:   Criminal Justice Today: an Introductory Text for the 21st Century/Frank Smalleger—11th ed.  

 

Outline of Course 

Weeks 1 & 2 Introduction 

Standards Covered 

1) Students will understand how common law practices, past governments, and 

religions have influenced law 

2) Students will know that the U.S. Constitution is the backbone to laws in this 

country 

a) Law 

 What influences lawmaking 

 How did we get the laws we have today? 

3) Students will analyze situations and be able to discuss how laws are interpreted 

and are not always “absolutes.” 

4) Students will be able to explain how the Constitution provided for separation of 

powers to prevent absolute power by one branch 

b) Constitution 

 Three branches of government 

 Bill of Rights 

 



 Objectives 

 Students will understand how we came to have the laws we do today, how laws are                

 made, and the components of the U.S. Constitution. 

 Topics Covered 

 Passing laws 

 The meanings behind the Bill of Rights 

 

Week 3:  Basic terminology  

Standards Covered 

1) Students will know the meanings of basic terminology used in the criminal justice 

system 

 Felony verses misdemeanor 

 The people: defendant, prosecutor, defense attorney, judge, jury 

 Common law 

  statute 

2) Students will be able to differentiate between civil law and criminal law, federal 

law and state law, and U.S. law verses international law 

 Objectives 

 Students will become familiar with the terminology used in the Criminal Justice system. 

 Topics Covered 

 The breakdown of criminal charges 

 Court system 

 

Weeks 4 & 5 : A Search for Causes 

Standards Covered 

1. Students will understand the early criminal theories. 

2. Students will be able to explain how physical, psychological, and social 

factors can lead to criminal activity. 

 

 



 Objectives 

 Students will understand the early theories concerning the causes of crime, as well as 

 current theories and suggestions for improvement in crime prevention. 

 Topics Covered 

 Classical theories, biological theories, psychobiological theories, social theories. 

 Weeks 6 & 7:  The Crime Picture 

 Standards covered 

1) Student will understand the differences in the elements of crimes and how the 

elements determine charges. 

2) Students will know the basic categories of crimes 

 Crimes against property 

 Crimes against people 

 Objectives 

 Students will be able to explain how elements determine the charges in a crime. 

 Topics Covered 

 Felony verses misdemeanor, degrees of murder, burglary, robbery, larceny, arson, 

 vandalism 

 Weeks 8 & 9:  History of Criminal Justice 

 Standards Covered 

1.) The beginning of law enforcement 

 Students will know the basic history of law in Europe and how it 

influenced law in the U.S 

 Students will understand how the geography of the western frontier 

aided outlaws and influenced law 

2.) Purpose and style 

 Students will be able to explain the police mission 

 Student will understand police operational strategies 

3.) Limits and issues 



 Students will analyze controversial issues within the police departments in 

the U.S. that deal with brutality in the face of trying to provide protection for 

citizens 

 Objectives 

 Students will understand how previous law enforcement practices influenced law 

 enforcement today. 

 Topics 

 Early English law enforcement, the Wild West, developments in mug shots, the 

 controversies around vigilantism. 

 Weeks 10 & 11:  The Investigation 

 Standards Covered 

1) Students will know 

 Steps taken when a crime occurs 

 How the crime scene is processed 

 The importance of questioning witnesses 

 New techniques 

 Steps in making an arrest 

2) Students will participate in a mock crime scene 

3) Students will view Helter Skelter and be able to identify mistakes made in the 

investigation, identify techniques that have prevented these mistakes today, the 

importance of informants and witnesses, and be given a preview to the trial. 

 Weeks 12 & 13:  The Criminal Case 

 Standards Covered 

1) Students will learn about the participants in the trial system 

2) Students will understand the jury selection process 

3) Students will be able to list and understand the pretrial activities 

 Entering a plea 

 Setting bail 

 Defenses  

4) The trial (mock trial) 

5) Sentencing 



 Objective 

 Students will understand the process from pretrial activities through sentencing 

 Topics Covered 

 Helter Skelter, pretrial motions, Grad Jury,  witnesses, the trial process 

 Week 14:  Punishment 

 Standards Covered 

1) Students will understand the purpose and goals of punishment 

 History of punishment 

 Prisons 

 Alternative sentencing 

 Probation and parole 

2) Capital punishment 

 Students will be able to discuss the controversies surrounding capital 

punishment 

 Students will spend a day researching “The Innocence Project” 

3) Appeals 

 Objectives 

 Students will understand the different types of punishments, including fines, 

 imprisonment, and the death penalty. 

 Topics covered 

 Early prisons, prison overcrowding, recidivism, the death penalty 

 

 Week 15: Juvenile Justice 

 Standards Covered 

1) Students will understand the major controversies surrounding the juvenile 

justice system 

 Status offenders verses delinquent offenders 

 Juvenile corrections 

 Juveniles tried as adults 



2) Students will be able to explain theories connected to juvenile delinquency and 

its prevention 

 Objectives 

 Students will understand the differences between the adult correction system and the 

 juvenile corrections system. 

 Topics Covered 

 School shootings, juveniles in adult prisons, life without parole for juveniles 

 Week 16: Problems within the system 

 Standards covered 

 Students will examine problems in the system and try to come up with solutions. 

1) Solutions to prison overcrowding 

2) Police brutality claims 

3) Explain the connection between incarceration and economic standing 

 Week 17: Terrorism 

 Standards Covered 

1) Students will know the difference between domestic and international terrorism 

2) Students will be able to explain some of the agendas of major terrorist groups  

 Objectives 

 Students will know the difference between domestic and international terrorism, be 

 able to list the major groups, and define the objectives of each. 

 Topic Covered 

 Terrorist groups in the past, 9/11, ISIS, the Oklahoma City bombing 

Projects: 

Students will participate in a mock trial and a mock crime scene investigation. 

Writing Assignments: 

We will be doing a research project and writing historical fiction. 

Field trips:  There are no field trips planned at this time. 



Hawkins County Schools Resources: 

http://www.hck12.net/Default.asp?PN=Pages&SubP=Level1&PageID=20893  

 

 

http://www.hck12.net/Default.asp?PN=Pages&SubP=Level1&PageID=20893

