
Cherokee High School 

Class Syllabus 

2018-19 

Teacher:   Rhonda Kendrick 

Course Title:   Dual Credit Sociology 

Course Description:  

Sociology is the study of society and human interaction.  We will look at how 
factors such as economics, geographic location, culture, and the media 
influence the ways groups of people function and interact.  There will be a 
special focus on scientific study and the three major theoretical perspectives: 
structural functional, social conflict, and symbolic interaction. 

The work in this class is designed to prepare students for college level reading 
and writing.  It requires good note-taking skills and the discipline to read the 
textbook outside of class. 

A challenge exam administered by the state will be given near the end of the 
semester.  A student scoring 70 or above can receive college credit. 

Materials Needed for Class: 

One three ring binder 

One notebook to be used as a writing journal 

The textbook for the class is Sociology by John Maconis 

 

 

 

Outline of Course   
Weeks 1 & 2 The Foundations of Sociology 

Standards Covered: 
a.  Explain what sociology is and explain why it is a science. 

b. Explain the origins of sociology and significant contributions of the founders of Sociology 

and theoretical perspectives they are associated with 

c. Explain how sociology can enhance the critical thinking skills of analysis, evaluation, 

inference and deduction and how it can be used in metacognition. 



d. Identify the major sociological perspectives/theories. 

e. Compare and contrast symbolic interactionism, functionalism, and  conflict theory 

f. Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative methods of research and know the parts of 

research. 

g. Understand how the intersectionality theory explains how social forces, political forces, and 

economic forces give all individuals advantages and disadvantages. 

 

 
Objectives:   
Students will understand the events that lead to the study of sociology and why 
it is a science. 
Students will be able to replicate research using the correct methods 
 
Topics Covered: 
The origins of sociology 
Research methods 

 
 
Weeks 3, 4, 5, 6  The Foundations of Society 
Standards Covered: 

a. Define the term culture and explain and discuss the various elements of culture.  

b.  Define and explain the prominent characteristics of American culture define; discuss 

globalization and describe the various cultural universals. 

c. Describe and explain the various sociological perspectives on culture. 

d. Discuss the various cultural variations and explain what ethnocentrism and cultural 

relativism are. 

e. Discuss the controversies surrounding bilingualism and immigration policies in the 

United States. 

f. Define and explain both aspects of human behavior: nature and nurture by using the cases 

of feral, isolated, and institutionalized children provide evidence that social contact and 

interaction is essential for healthy human development and explains why babies do not 

“naturally” develop into human adults. 

g. Explain and describe the contributions of major theorists: Sigmund Freud, Jean Piaget, 

George Herbert Mead, Charles Horton Cooley, Lawrence Kohlberg and Carol Gilligan, 

Harry and Margaret Harlow, Harold Garkinkel. 

h. Define socialization and explain the socialization process using the 4 major agents of 

socialization (family, peers, education, and media) 

i. Explain how gender, race, and class influence the socialization process. 

j. Explain how socialization is a lifelong process and be able to discuss the different stages 

of life and the responsibilities of each stage; childhood, adolescence, transitional 

adulthood, middle years, and later years. 

k. Analyze the different aspects of social interaction in groups and organizations. 

l. Explain the differences between the types of groups and the different and the different 

types and roles of group leadership  

m. Describe the motivations for individuals participating in various types of groups; how 



groups influence individuals, and how individuals influence groups and Irving Janis's 

term “groupthink,” and discuss why it is dangerous and what can be done to prevent it. 

n. Define and explain the aspects of bureaucracy and explain how group size influences 

social interaction within and between groups/organizations 

o. Explain the significance and implications of the Soloman Asch experiment on peer 

pressure and Stanley Milgram experiment on obedience to authority. 

p. Explain the different perspectives of deviance and social control.  

q. Explain and describe the contributions of predominant theorists:  Emile Durkheim, 

Howard Becker Travis Hirschi, Robert Merton, Edwin Sutherland 

r. Explain the role power plays in defining and punishing deviance.  

s. Explain using the different perspectives of the criminal justice system  

t. Explain what is meant by “the medicalization of deviance” and why some sociologists 

view mental illness as more of a social, rather than biological, condition. 

 
Objectives: 

a. Define culture and explain its influence on socialization 
b. Understand the debate over nature verses nurture. 
c. Know the major theorists and their contributions. 
d. Understand the influence of groups 
e. Know how to define deviance and how social control is exerted by the population 

 
Topics Covered: 
Culture 
Socialization 
Groups and organizations  
Deviance and social control 
 
 

 
 
Weeks 7, 8, & 9: Social Inequality 
Standards Covered: 
a. Describe and explain the major systems of social stratification and the different types of 

social mobility. 

b. Explain the three perspectives (functionalism, social conflict and symbolic interactionists) on 

stratification and use them to analyze inequality. 

c. Explain and describe the contributions of predominant theorists: Max Weber, Karl Marx, 

Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore and Oscar Lewis  

d. Identify and explain how resources (such as income, education, wealth) are unequally 

distributed in the U.S and be able to explain how stratification was created and is maintained 

structurally. 

e. Explain how the federal government defines poverty. 

f. Identify the major characteristics of the poor in the United States and explain how ascribed 

statuses (race/ethnicity, gender, age) influence one’s position in the economic realm. 

g. Explain the differences between race and ethnicity. 



h. Explain race as a social construction and explain the limitations of describing race as a 

biological phenomenon  

i. Explain and describe predominate theories of prejudice. 

j. Describe the characteristics of minority groups and dominant groups and the patterns of 

interaction. 

k. Describe and explain the differences between prejudice and discrimination on the individual 

(micro level) and the institutional discrimination (macro level). 

l. Describe various population patterns of racial and ethnic groups in the US and their relative 

economic positions, highlighting educational attainment, employment, occupations, wages, 

income, wealth, and housing. 

m. Explain the difference between sex and gender and describe how the two words are misused. 

n. Explain what sexual orientation is and the different types of sexuality. 

o. Explain the impact gender roles and stereotypes on men and women in the US and how it 

plays out in the family, education, employment, wages, and health 

p. Discuss the various sociological perspectives used to explain gender stratification. 

q. Define sexism and discuss the effects of gender discrimination 

 

 
Objectives: 
Understand how elements of society—race, gender, ethnicity, and economics—
contribute to social stratification 
 
Topics Covered: 
Social Stratification 
Social Class in the US 
Global Stratification 
Race & Ethnicity 
Sex and Gender 

Weeks 10, 11, & 12: Social Institutions 
 
Standards covered 

a. Explain the different ways that family systems are organized and classified across 

different cultures. 

b. Explain marriage & family from the point of view of the major theoretical perspectives: 

structural functionalist, social conflict and symbolic interaction. 

c. Identify and explain the general patterns and trends in the postponement of marriage and 

marriage and family life in the United States focusing on the characteristics and concerns 

of two-parent families, one-parent families, cohabitating adult, childless couples, blended 

families, and gay and lesbian families. 

d. Explain the causes and consequences of divorce focusing on the different outcomes for 

men, women, and children, and the factors that most help children adjust to divorce in the 

US. 

e. Explain and summarize the development of modern education incorporating the ideas of 

democracy, movement from pre-industrial to industrial society, and universal education. 

f. Explain education from the point of view of the major theoretical perspectives: structural 

functionalist, social conflict and symbolic using the key concepts from each perspective. 



g. Identify and explain the major problems that exist within the US educational system and 

evaluate some potential solutions. 

h. Define religion and explain its essential elements. 

i. Explain religion from the point of view of the major theoretical perspectives: structural 

functionalist, social conflict and symbolic using the key concepts from each perspective. 

j. Be able to summarize Max Weber’s analysis of religion and the spirit of capitalist and 

discuss Weber’s explanation of the significance of religion on capitalism. 

k. Identify and describe the major characteristics of the world’s major religions:  Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Confucius.   

l. Explain how religious membership varies by region, social class, age, and race–ethnicity 

in the US 

m. Explain the difference between power and authority focusing on the different types of 

each and how they relate to the different political systems 

n. Describe the basic components of capitalism and the different types of capitalism and the 

basic components of socialism 

o. Explain the basic ideologies of capitalism and socialism, the criticisms of capitalism and 

socialism, and the convergence of capitalism and socialism.   

p. Describe the different sectors of the economy and explain what has occurred to each 

sector (expansion or contraction) in the United States.  

q. Explain the recent changes in the US economy relating to the buying power of 

paychecks, new technologies, outsourcing and downsizing or corporations or 

conglomerates. 

 

Objectives: 

Understand how the different social institutions shape society. 

 

Topics Covered 

Religion 

Marriage 

Family 

Education 

The Economy 

Politics and government 

 

Weeks 13 & 14: Social Change 
 
Standards Covered 
a. Explain process of social change by comparing and contrast pre-modern/pre-industrial 

societies to modern/industrial societies using basic concepts  

b. Explain social change using theoretical perspectives of globalization to explain the 

relationships between countries. 

c. Explain how industrialization and globalization influences social change in pre-modern 

societies  

d. Explain the positive and negative consequences of globalization for citizens of the industrial 

countries and citizens of developing countries.  

e. Explain population changes, including population aging, migration, and urbanization. 



f. Interpret and explain the causes of infant mortality and link it overall standards of living and 

health care in various societies. 

g. Explain Malthusian theory and the Demographic Transition on population growth. 

Objectives 
Students will understand some of the major issues facing our planet and the population of 
Earth. 
 
Topics covered 
Population, urbanization, & the environment 
Collective behavior and social movements 
Social Change: Traditional, Modern, and Postmodern 

 

Assessment Types:   

Matching quizzes will be give for each chapter.  50 multiple choice tests will be 

given after approximately 2-3 chapters.  Essay tests will also be added after the 

first 9 weeks. 

All students enrolled in the class will take the challenge exam near the end of 

the semester.  The grade from the challenge exam will not change the grade for 

work completed in the class. 

Grading 

Tests:  50% 

Quizzes: 25% 

Daily work: 25% 

Students will receive 4 rigor points on their final grade. 

 

Major Assignments Required: 

Students will complete one major research project. 

 

Field Trips Planned:  

No Field Trips are planned  

For a complete list of standards and more information about dual credit, visit 

https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/dual-credit  

https://www.tn.gov/education/topic/dual-credit


 
 

 

 


