
Mrs. Little * English 11 Honors * Cherokee High School * Leigh Ann.Little@hck12.net 

Independent Reading  

 Book & Partner & Proposal  Complete Cycle Dates Journal 1 Due Date Final Due Date 

Cycle 1 August 9th  – 10th  (provided book) August 10th  – September 6th   August 23th  September 6th    

Cycle 2 September 7th – September 11th   September 12th – October 7th  September 23th  October 7th  

Cycle 3 October 8th – October 16th (fall beak) October 17th – November 10th             October 28th   November 10th   

Cycle 4 November 11th  - November 13th  November 14th  – December 9th  November 28th  December 9th  

 
Objectives: To encourage, support, and motivate independent reading by appealing to different learning styles and offering students multiple 
choices when responding to books.  The TN Ready Common Core Curriculum for English Language Arts Grades 9-12 states: “…  Most of the words 
students need to know to be college and career ready are learned through wide and extensive reading. Students, therefore, need to read 
independently—the more the better. This is especially true for students who are currently reading below grade level because they will gain the 
stamina and vocabulary required to attain grade level. Students will read independently and regularly for homework; Accountable Independent 
Reading will happen most nights, and students will quickly develop habits of mind around this practice. Independently, therefore, students will be 
consuming a volume of text that they can navigate on their own.”  Each Strand of the TN Ready Common Curriculum will be incorporated into the 
program: Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. Some standards are shown below. For a 
complete list of standards, visit TN.gov website < http://www.tn.gov/education/article/english-language-arts-standards>. 
Reading Standards for Literature 
RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
Craft and Structure 

RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 
RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they 

interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
Craft and Structure 

RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Writing Standards 
W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. Explore and inquire into areas of interest to formulate an argument. 
W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
W.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-

structured event sequences. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12.) 

Speaking and Listening Standards 
SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
SL.11-12.1.a Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring 

to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
SL.11-12.1.b Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

Language Standard 
L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
L.11-12.1.a Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes contested. 
L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 

In a Nutshell: Throughout this semester, you will read four books and complete assignments on those books with a partner- yet completely outside 
of class. It is a requirement of TN Ready Common Core that you work with a partner. You and your partner will do one book at a time, and this is 
called a cycle. For each cycle, each person will (1) read the text individually; (2) as individual and as partners, write analysis journals guided by 
prompts; (3) each person will design one creative project; and (4) each person will complete a test on the due date. The journals, projects, and tests 
will formulate your one collective, identical grade.  

Schedule:  

Go to Library   Aug. 16
th

 …….….….....Due- Sept. 6
th

  

Go to Library   Sept. 6
th

 ……..…….…..Due- Sept. 27
th

  

Go to Library   Sept. 27
th 

…..………….Due- Oct. 25
th

  

Go to Library   Oct. 25
th

...…….…….....Due- Nov. 15
th

  

Go to Library   Nov. 26
th

...…….……....Due- Dec. 16
th

  

 



Overall Nitty-Gritty: You must choose from the Independent Reading List for Cycles 1 and 3, as these are classics. For Cycles 2 and 4, you may 
read a book of your choosing (within the guidelines); all Cycle 2 and 4 choices must be approved. You must have the actual, hard-copy, print book-
for several reasons. You may also read on electronic devices; however, you will need the print copy, too!  You must have this book in class every 
day and, when asked, retrieve it from your bag and ‘work on it’ by reading, writing your journals, or working on your project. The Cherokee High 
School Library has thousands of books you can check-out for as long as you need; however, it is your responsibility to obtain your book on your own 
by each cycle’s start date. You will lose points from your final grade by not having your hard-copy, print book in class by the start date of each cycle. 
You may obtain the book from CHS or any other place, i.e. a county library, another HCS school, or order it online.  You may not choose a graphic 
novel or a book of the Bible. When selecting your books, the lexile level must be 1000 or higher. You can search the lexile level of a book or search 
for books by lexile level on lexile.com. If you need help with this, just ask! You may choose fiction or nonfiction; however, your project choices may 
be limited with nonfiction. If you need help with this, just ask! Notice on the Independent Reading List the NO GO LIST. Absences will follow the 
policy of the Welcome Letter. If your absence will be unexcused, you can preplan with me to submit your work and take the test early. Considering 
the lenient time span of these cycles, you will not be allowed to leave the classroom on the due date to go print your work; if you show up tardy even 
with a note, your work will be late. Plan your responsibilities accordingly. Points may be loss for other infractions; please review the rubric. New 
cycles are subject to notified changes.  
  
Analysis Journal Nitty-Gritty: Each cycle requires 2 analysis journals. A prompt will be supplied for each journal. Each person must present a 
rough draft as an attempt to satisfy the journal prompt—rough drafts do not have to have the header information, just the response. Rough drafts 
may be handwritten or typed. The partners will then revise the two rough drafts into a pristine, final draft. This final draft must be a combination of the 
two rough drafts: ideas and sentence structure must come from both rough drafts. Clear and obvious edit marks must be visible on both rough drafts. 
Rough drafts must be at least 200 words, and the pristine, final draft must be at least 400 words—and you must provide a word count on each. The 
pristine, final draft must be typed. Titles may be formatted in any type or size font; however, the prompt, text, and response must be in Times New 
Roman and 12 point font. The response must also be double spaced. The entire journal must have 1inch margins. See the example sheet for a 
visual. You may work on computers and print at school on Monday through Thursday from 3 pm to 5 pm with 24 hour notice. The first journal is due 
at one-half through the cycle; the second journal is due on the due date. See schedule chart. Each journal submission requires each rough draft and 
the pristine final, typed draft.  
 
Creative Projects Nitty-Gritty: Each project must follow the description exactly to receive full credit. Some examples, if the project is to have color- 
there must be color; if you choose more artistic projects, use art paper not loose leaf; if the project is to combine text and graphics, do such, not just 
text. Also, if the project has an asterisk in the upper left corner, you must use a computer to complete the project. You may work on computers and 
print at school on Monday through Thursday from 3 pm to 5 pm with 24 hour notice. Partners may not choose to do the same project. If your project 
is a performance, you must inform the teacher three school days before the due date. See the assignment chart for options. See Rubric for more 

grading specifics.        Book List 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale  
The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne- 
Adventures of Augie March, Saul Bellow  
The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison*  
Namesake, Lahiri Jhumpa  
As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner  
A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway  
Animal Farm, George Orwell  
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Mark Twain*  
The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger* 
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury* 
Something Wicked This Way Come Ray Bradbury 
A Separate Peace, John Knowles 
The Old Man and the Sea,  Ernest Hemingway 
Moby-Dick, Herman Melville 
Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller 
The House on Mango Street,  Sandra Cisneros 
The Pearl, John Steinbeck 
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry 
The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith 
Watership Down, Richard Adams 

The Pigman, Paul Zindel 
The Sound and the Fury, William Faulkner 
The Sun Also Rises, Ernest Hemingway 
Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison 
Black Boy, Richard Wright* 
A Lesson Before Dying, Ernest J. Gaines 
Go Ask Alice, Beatrice Sparks (Anonymous)* 
Nineteen Minutes, Jodi Picoult 
On Writing, Stephen King 
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, Philip K. Dick 
The Devil's Arithmetic, Jane Yolen 
The Westing Game, Ellen Raskin 
I Heard the Owl Call My Name, Margaret Craven 
Again Calls the Owl, Margaret Craven 
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin,  Benjamin Franklin 
The Things They Carried, Tim O'Brien* 
The Chosen, Chaim Potok 
Walden, Henry David Thoreau 
Tuesdays With Morrie, Mitch Albom 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest,  Ken Kesey* 
Our Town, Thornton Wilder 
The Last of the Mohicans, James Fenimore Cooper 
No Go 

The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton  
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury* 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,  Maya Angelou 
Lord of the Flies, William Golding 
The Giver, Lois Lowry 
The Hobbit, The Fellowship of the Ring 
The Two Towers , The Return of the King, J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass 
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 
The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane 

The Harry Potter Series, J.K. Rowling 
The Hunger Games series, Suzanne Collins 
Hatchet series, Gary Paulsen 
Safe Haven,  The Last Song 
 Dear John,  Nights in Rodanthe 
 The Notebook,  A Walk to Remember 
 Message in a Bottle-- Nicholas Sparks 
Thirteen Reasons Why, Jay Asher 
Kindred, Octavia E. Butler 

Any informative sport book published before 2008 

Everyone will 
read this book 
for cycle one. 



Sample Formatted Journal 

Independent Reading Journal 
Cycle 1 Journal 1 

Leigh Ann Little and Christopher Ross 
 * Black Like Me * John Howard Griffin *  

 

Prompt 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

Text 

 

 “The completeness of this transformation appalled me. It was unlike anything I had imagined. I became 

two men, the observing one and the one who panicked, who felt different than any other even into the 

depths of his entrails” (Griffin 11). 
 

Response 

 

   In many movies and books, people wake up and realize how old they truly are. I think that the people this happens to feel the same 

as Mr. Griffin does because he feels that he’s still a white man; but when he looks in the mirror, he notices that his skin color 

disagrees with his thoughts. Likewise, some people feel they are still young, but they are trapped in a body of a person who looks old 

and looks too different to be them. This text directly shows........................................................................................................  

 

(Word Count: 423) 

A Note about Journals: 
 
You should do exactly NO outside research to write the journals. All of the information needed to write the 

journals can be found only two places: the novel and your brain. Of course, this is only the case if you 

read the book.  

 

FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* FYI* 

 
For a teacher, it is easier than sleeping to tell if a plagiarized. One, he or she doesn’t give specifics, and two, 

he or she copies “the internet” using vocabulary and sentences structure of only (semi-) professional writers. 

When (especially high school) students plagiarize, it is like a flashing neon arrow light saying “Look here! A 

plagiarizer!”   

 

YOU WILL EARN THE GRADE OF ZERO ON ANY AND ALL PARTS OF INDEPENDENT 

READING IN WHICH YOU USE OUTSIDE SOURCES AND—HEAVEN FORBID- YOU USE 

OUTSIDE SOURCES AND THEN PLAGARIZE THOSE SOURCES.  



Creative Project Choice Chart 

    Analyze Evaluate Create 

G
a
r
d
n
e
r'
s 
 
M
ul
ti
pl
e 
 
In
te
lli
g
e
n
c
e
s 

Verbal/Linguistic *     Design a creative timeline expanding 
the plot: exposition, rising action, conflict, 

climax, falling action, and denouement. For 
each section, quote and explain a passage 

as evidence that illustrates best that section. 
Don’t forget the time element. 

*     Profile one main character. Quote 5 key 
passages from or about the character. Below 

each quotation, write an explanatory paragraph 
of 5 sentences discussing what and how this 

quote helps the reader learn about the 
character.  

*    Compose a 6 stanza free verse poem 
about the plot and theme of the story. 

Stanzas1 through 5 cover the plot; stanza 6 
covers the theme. You must create and identify 

6 different pieces of poetry elements and 
figurative language (metaphor, onomatopoeia, 

personification, rhyme, alliteration, etc.). 

poetry, debate, 
story-telling, essay, 
checklist, journal, 
lecture, discuss 

Logical/Math Draw a colorful map TO A SCALE of the 
setting and label the important places. 

Choose and place appropriately quotes from 
the text as evidence giving insight to the 

significance of each place. Map must 
completely cover one 22’’x28’’ regular 

poster board.   

 *    Design a chart of 5 symbols that clearly 
represent different literary elements (ex: 

character, setting, conflict, theme, etc.). Write a 
5 sentence paragraph for each element 

explaining the symbolism including a quote 
from the text as evidence. 

diagram, outline, 
timeline, chart, 
critique, graph 

Visual/Spatial *     Delineate the entire plot through 
carefully posed and staged photographs 
you shoot specially for this project. You 
must have at least 10 photos, arranged in 
any fashion. Imagines in the photos can 
include people or not. For each photo 
include a quote from the text exemplifying 
the photo/section of plot. 

Design a character book. Each page must 
include a colorful, detailed drawing of the 

character; a bullet-list of characteristics; and a 
5 sentence paragraph describing the 

character’s impact on the story using a quote 
from the text as evidence. 

 

drawing, model, 
poster, photograph, 

storyboard, 
illustration, board 

game, graphic 
organizers, 
timelines 

Bodily/Kinesthetic  Design a 2 or 3 dimensional puppet of the 
main character. Be creative; puppets come in 

all different sizes and shapes and can be made 
from many materials. Puppet must explicitly 

represent a main character; generic or 1 
dimensional puppets will not earn credit. 
Generic “Barbie dolls” will not earn credit. 

*    Impersonate one of the characters. Write a 
two minute monologue describing the conflict 

and resolution. Memorize and perform it for the 
class on the due date. Written composition due 

on due date.  

role play, skit, 
pantomime, dance, 

invention, lab, 
improvisation, 

prototype, 
impersonate, 

puppets 

Musical *    Imagine you are the music director of a 
movie based on your novel. Design the 

soundtrack by logically dividing your book 
into 10 sections. Title each section and 

provide the chosen song and artist. Write a 
3 sentence description justifying how each 
song symbolizes that section using a quote 

from the text as evidence.   

*     Classify the characters into 3 or more 
groups based on musical genres (rap, country, 

rock, classical, etc.). Within your graphic, 
include a picture symbolizing the genre and an 

8 sentences paragraph discussing the 
characteristics of the genre and discussing 

why each character was selected including a 
quote from the text as evidence. 

  Compose a song to represent the plot and 
theme of the book. The song may be 

instrumental or lyrical or both and must be at 
least two minutes. Perform it for the class on 

the due date. Written composition/lyrics due on 
due date. 

song, rap, lyrics, 
composition, jingle, 
slogan, melody 

Interpersonal *    Type a skit with at least 3 characters 
(from the book) depicting a scene that 
changes the ending. Atop of the skit 

summarize the author’s denouement then 
start yours. Characters’ lines must equal 

200 words (include word count). Ask 
classmates to play a role (give them a script 
from which to learn), and perform on due 
date. You play one role. Classmates will 

earn 10 extra credit points 

 *     Choreograph a dance to represent that 
plot or theme. Choose a song you feel 

expresses the plot or theme of the book. 
Then, bring music and perform for class on the 

due date. Written choreography due on due 
date.   

discussion, 
roundtable, 

conversation, group 
activity, position 

statement, 
interview 

Intrapersonal  Assess a main character's actions and 
thoughts throughout the story. Design a 

"Wanted" poster. Must include title, picture, 3 
characteristics {quote text}, 3 deeds, and a 
reward. (Characters can be “Wanted” for 

negatives or positives.)   

*     Imagine you are a video journalist; a 
documentary of one of your main characters is 

being filmed. Create a chart of at least 10 
scenes and the commentary to be read over 
the video scenes. Describe the scene fully and 
include in the commentary quotes from the text 
to exemplify your point.  Scenes should span 

the plot. . 

journal, log, goal 
statement, belief 
statement, self-

assessment, 
editorial 

Naturalist     Create a 5 item display using actual items 
from nature (you went out and retrieved).  Type 
a 5 sentence paragraph comparing the item to 
a literary element and quoting the text as 
evidence that show the connections. 
Appropriately place the paragraph on the 
display. Display should be no smaller than one 
22’’x28’’ regular poster board. 

classification, 
collection, solution, 

display, observation, 
forecast, 

investigation, exhibit 



 


