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Freshman English instruction focuses on the central themes of maturation, diversity, and the development of compassion, 

empathy, and respect for others. The curriculum teaches the skills of reading, writing, discussion, language use, and 

vocabulary development through the study of literature. Core readings include novels, plays, short stories, and poetry. 

Students will be asked to explore additional works of literature from an extended list of titles. Writing modes targeted are 

expository and fictional or personal narrative. 

 

Additional Description: 

 

Freshman English serves as both an introduction to the high school English curriculum as well as an opportunity for 

students to critically explore their own maturation process through the lens of literature. The rigors of the course are 

intended to be commensurate with the preparation students need for success later in high school, in college and in the 

working world. Students are being trained to be excellent critical thinkers, readers, textual analysts, writers, and creative, 

cogent producers of argument. The course will demand both high quantity and quality of effective writing for a range of 

audiences and purposes. By so writing, students will demonstrate their mastery of the conventions of standard written 

language. Through coursework, the student will be expected to meet and exceed state standards for reading, writing, 

listening and speaking. 

 

 General Freshman English is two semesters 

 

 

COURSE WORK BY UNITS 

 

 

In Freshman English every unit will include: 

 

* Vocabulary which will come from ACT/SAT Preparation vocabulary, “Words of the Day” (which also come from 

ACT/SAT Preparation material), and unfamiliar words both from our class readings and from students’ individual reading 

assignments. Vocabulary objectives are to build each student’s range of vocabulary (that can be used in their writing and 

speaking) and to meet or exceed the State Standards in Writing as well as Speaking and Listening, which are laid out in 

W.9.1-W.9.10 and SL.9.1-SL.9.5. 

 

**Daily Grammar Practice work will be done throughout each unit. Students will be completing exercises in standard 

grammar in writing and speaking as well as daily work that addresses parts of speech, parts of a sentence, clauses, 

sentence types, punctuation and capitalization. Grammar work objectives are to improve each student’s ability to write 

and speak Standard English and to meet or exceed the State Standards in writing, speaking and listening, and language, 

which are laid out in W.9.1 – W.10, SL.9.1-SL.9.5 and L.9.1-L.9.6 

 

***Writing will be present in each unit in the form of journals, essays, articles, summaries, paraphrasing, fact based 

opinions and research papers. Writing objectives will be to improve basic skills included in Standards W.9.1-W.9.10. 
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****Every State Standard we will cover is provided in an attachment and can be found online at 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/academic-standards. If you have questions about the Standards or material covered in 

class please feel free to email or call me directly. 

 

 

SEMESTER ONE 

 

 

 

UNIT 1 (3 weeks) 

 

Non-Fiction: Articles and Speeches, Informational Text 

      Steve Jobs, Current Events, Newspapers, Magazines. 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

 Read, recognize and comprehend informational text 
 Discern the difference between informational or nonfiction text from works of fiction 
 Recognize inferences from the text 
 Use context clues to draw meaning from inferences and unfamiliar words 
 Write fact based essays 
 Incorporate their opinions after close reading in an essay 
 Incorporate their opinion in an essay after an extensive reading of a particular piece of informational text 

 

 

Standards Addressed: RI.9.1, RI.9.2, RI.9.4, RI.9.6, RI.9.7, and RI.9.10 

(See attachment for complete standards.) 

 

 

 

UNIT 2 (4-5 WEEKS) 

 

Ancient Greek Literature and Mythology: The Odyssey 

  

Students will be able to: 

 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn from the text. 
 Determine central ideas or themes of a text 
 Analyze in detail the development of theme over the course of a text 
 Understand how theme emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details 
 Provide an objective summary of the text 
 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text 
 Analyze how characters interact with each other 
 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning structure, order of events, and time manipulation create 

mystery, tension, or surprise 
 Introduce precise claims and distinguish them from alternate claims in their writing 
 Develop claims and counterclaims fairly in their writing 
 Use words, phrases, and clauses to link major sections of the text in their writing 
 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone in writing 
 Provide a concluding statement in writing 

 

http://www.tn.gov/education/topic/academic-standards


Standards Addressed: RL.9.1, RL.9.2, RL.9.3, RL.9.5, and W.9.1 (a-e) 

(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 

 

 

 

UNIT 3 (2-3 WEEKS) 

 

Equality: Informational Text (Including but not limited to) 

I Have a Dream – Martin Luther King Jr. 

Equal Rights for Women by Shirley Chisholm 

The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln 

Washington’s Farewell Address 

  

Students will be able to: 

 

  Analyze texts for theme, purpose and rhetorical features 
 Analyze texts for figurative, connotative, and technical meanings 
 Recognize the effectiveness of clear, convincing, and engaging structure 
 Determine and clarify an unknown or multiple meanings word 
 Understand how the author unfolds an analysis of ideas or events 
 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums 
 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance including how they address related 

themes and concepts 

 

Standards Addressed: RIT.9.2, RIT.9.3, RIT.9.4, RIT.9.6, RIT.9.7, RIT.9.9, W.9.2 (a-f), W.9.6, W.9.8, SL.9.5, and SL.9.6 

(See attachment for complete standards.) 

 

 

 

UNIT 4 (4-5 WEEKS) 

 

American Literature/Equality: To Kill a Mockingbird 

  

Students will be able to: 

 

 Analyze the literary devices, theme, plot, etc. 

 Analyze the representation of a subject in two different artistic mediums 

 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text 

 Evaluate the author’s point of view, reasoning and use of evidence 

 Find an appropriate controversial topic related to To Kill a Mockingbird 

 Write an informative short essay comparing Frost’s poem to Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird 

 Write an argumentative essay on whether Lee’s novel challenges the nation’s status quo or merely 

portrays the daily life in Maycomb Co. 

 

 

Standards addressed: RL.9.1, RL.9.5, RL.9.7, RIT.9.5, RIT.9.8, RIT.9.10, W.9.7, W.9.9, SL.9.3, and SL.9.4 
(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 5 (2-3 WEEKS) 

 

Research 

  

Students will be able to: 

 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of text 
 Write informative/explanatory text to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts and information 

clearly 
 Introduce a topic, organize complex ideas and include formatting, graphics and multimedia 
 Develop a topic with well-chosen, relevant and sufficient facts 
 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link sections of the text 
 Use precise language and effective vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic 
 Establish and maintain formal style and objective tone in writing 
 Develop and strengthen writing through planning, revising, editing, and rewriting 
 Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing projects 
 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources 

 

Standards Addressed: RIT.9.1, W.9.2 (a-e), W.9.5, W.9.6, and W.9.8 

(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 

 

 

SEMESTER TWO 

 

 

 

UNIT 1 (3-4 weeks) 

 

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

 Read and analyze an entire grade level Shakespeare play 
 Discover figurative and connotative meanings of words 
 Determine multiple over-arching themes or central ideas 
 Analyze plot using plot diagram strategies 
 Analyze the tragic resolution Shakespeare exhibits 
 Analyze Shakespeare’s satire, sarcasm, irony, and understatement 
 Identify allusion 
 Analyze the point of view of the author 



 Identify and compare cultural similarities in Romeo and Juliet to the modern United States 
 Write an argumentative essay on a main claim that Shakespeare was making 
 Write and informative compare and contrast essay on the similarities and differences in the written play 

and one of its film adaptations 
 Participate in a Socratic Seminar over the themes found in Shakespeare’s play, and argue the timeless 

nature of his work. 
 

Standards addressed: RL.9.4, RL.9.7, RL.9.9, W.9.4, and SL.9.1 (a-d) 
(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 

 

 

 

 

UNIT 2 (2-3 weeks) 

 

Poetry: Discover Figurative (Including but not limited to) 
The Raven by Edgar A. Poe 
The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

 Analyze the recurring literary devices found in Poe’s work 

 Determine central ideas and themes within a text 

 Compare and contrast various authors’ use of structure, order of events and use of time 

 Analyze for literary devices, theme, plot, etc. 

 Write an informative short essay comparing Frost’s poem to Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird 

 

Standards addressed: RL.9.1, RL.9.5, RL.9.7, and W.9.9 
(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 

 

 

UNIT 3 (2-3 weeks) 

 

Short Stories: 
The Most Dangerous Game 
The Scarlet Ibis 
The Cask of Amontillado 

 

Students will be able to: 

 

 Recognize and analyze literary devices within the short stories (symbolism, allusion, theme, etc.) 

 Determine the central ideas or themes of the text 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text 

 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 

 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work 

 Comprehend short stories 

 

Standards addressed: RL.9.1, RL.9.5, RL.9.7, RIT.9.5, RIT.9.8, RIT.9.10, W.9.7, W.9.9, SL.9.3, and SL.9.4 
(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 



 

 

UNIT 4 (4-5 weeks) 

 

European Literature/Novel: The Lord of the Flies 
 

Students will be able to: 

 

 Examine two novels (To Kill a Mockingbird and Lord of the Flies) for the way they approached young 

people coping with situations 

 Choose a minor/supporting character and write a creative narrative from their perspective 

 Write an essay comparing and contrasting the two novels from the perspective of the children 

 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the 

United States 

 Read and comprehend literature 

 Write over extended time frames as well as shorter time frames for a range of purposes, tasks and 

audiences 

 

 

Standards addressed: RL.9.6, RL.9.10, W.9.3 (a-e), and W.9.10 
(See attachment for complete standards.) 
 

 

 

UNIT 5 (2-3 WEEKS) 

 

Research 

  

Students will be able to: 

 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of text 
 Write informative/explanatory text to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts and information 

clearly 
 Introduce a topic, organize complex ideas and include formatting, graphics and multimedia 
 Develop a topic with well-chosen, relevant and sufficient facts 
 Use appropriate and varied transitions to link sections of the text 
 Use precise language and effective vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic 
 Establish and maintain formal style and objective tone in writing 
 Develop and strengthen writing through planning, revising, editing, and rewriting 
 Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing projects 
 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources 

 

Standards Addressed: RIT.9.1, W.9.2 (a-e), W.9.5, W.9.6, and W.9.8 

(See attachment for complete standards.) 

 

Grade Scale : 
 

93-100= A 

85-92= B 

75-84=C 



70-74=D 

0-69= F 

 

 

Students will be  required one individual outside reading per nine weeks and both a written and oral report on that 

reading. Each will be worth a test grade. 

 

*** Cell Phones will be  used for  class works at  times  , when we  are not using them they will be  kept  face  down  on 

the tables in front of them. Any misuse of them in class will be  met  with consequences . 

First= taken for the  remainder of the period, 

Second=taken for the remainder of the day. 

Third= turned in to the office  with a referral. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me via phone or email. 


