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Course Description 

Emphasis is placed on composition skills, vocabulary development, literary analysis of the short 

story, the drama, and the novel, and oral presentation skills.  Since good writing must be clear, 

students work to master major aspects of grammar.  Thinking skills such as inference making, 

deductive reasoning, and brainstorming serve as tools to hone reading comprehension skills and 

for language studies in semantics and literary analysis.  Students learn to locate and decode 

figurative language, symbols, and themes in period and contemporary literature.  Speaking and 

listening skills are part of the literature activities, as well as productive, meaningful and 

consistent participation in class discussions.  Students will complete written and/or oral reports 

and will read, analyze, and comment on selected stories, poems, plays, novels, and/or essays.  

Pupils will memorize, define, spell, pronounce, and write vocabulary words in context to practice 

grammar/usage skills.  Homework is an integral part of the studies.  The student will also 

construct a research paper, in addition to taking various quizzes, unit tests, and semester and final 

examinations in composition, literature and grammar. 

 

Students will:  

  

 Read and analyze complex literature   

 Understand how writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure   

 Examine universal “big questions” of human existence by exploring literary themes 

 Increase knowledge of literary structure, themes, and devices  

 Examine relationships between past and present  

 Relate experiences of others to their own experiences  

 Research the diversity of world experience   

 Pose questions/listen actively to the ideas of others 

 Contribute information in class discussion   

 Give and receive feedback in a palatable manner  

 

 

Classroom Expectation  

Your desk was reserved for you by the ten generations of Americans who came before you. The 

respect you accord opportunities with which you have been entrusted is the truest measure of 

adulthood. 
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Grade Distribution  

Your grades will be calculated using the following weights for each category average:  

Tests  50%  

Exams   

Essays  

Socratic Seminars  

Portfolio 50%  

Quizzes  

Writing Assignments (Discussion Board)  

 

Class Supplies 

All students are required to bring the following items to class daily:  

1) 3 Ring Binder (designed for this class and labeled) 

a. Text Books and/or Works of Literature (kept in pristine condition in the room)  

b.  Vocabulary  

c. Class Work  

d. Graded Work    

2) Two (2) Composition  notebooks 

3) Dark colored pens, pencils, and highlighters 

 

Make-up Work Procedures  

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed work due to absence, though most work will be 

assigned well ahead of time. Students have one day for each day of absence to make up work. 

 

Late Work  

All late work will receive a 20-point reduction immediately. The second day will result in a 

deduction of 10 points. No work will be accepted after it is 2 days late.  

 

Homework  

Homework is inevitable and time management is crucial. Consider other obligations and set time 

aside to complete the necessary work for this class.  

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to plagiarism, fabrication, deception, or 

cheating, and will not be tolerated. Results of academic dishonesty may include failing the 

assignment, parent conferences, and/or referrals.  

 

 

 

Crux of the Course 

 

Dialectical Journals/Oral Discussions  

To facilitate continued understanding of the texts, students will respond to the works through the 

use of dialectical journal entries and/or oral discussion responses. A format will be provided, and 

responses will be periodically reviewed throughout the year.  

 



Writing 

Sophomores are expected to complete 4 argumentative, 2 informative, and one creative piece of 

writing. Essays will be peer reviewed, and will receive feedback from the instructor throughout 

the assignment. 

 

Tests  

A formal unit test will be given after each unit is completed. Students will be responsible for the 

skills learned during these units. The tests may assess the skills learned more than the materials 

read.  

 

For Your Edification  

Communication is essential. Speak to me BEFORE you become overwhelmed. 

 

ENG 10 Course Outline  

This course has been outlined by.  Below is a tentative schedule for the semester. Each section 

should last 4.5 weeks; one of those units will be used for review. Texts and assignments are 

subject to change at instructor’s discretion. 

 

 FICTION (4.5 weeks): 

Unit 1  Brief introduction to the elements of fiction (2 weeks) 

 The plot line. 

 

Unit 2   Critical, Cultural, and Thematic approaches to fiction (2 .5 weeks) 

 Dystopian literature, science fiction, collected literature, including but not limited to 

Harrison Bergeron, A Brave New World, and 1984. 

 

POETRY AND NONFICTION (4.5 weeks): 

Unit 3   Elements of poetry (2.5 weeks) 

 Collected poetry, including but not limited to the works of Edgar Allen Poe, Emily 

Dickenson, Gwendolyn Brooks, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

Unit 4   Nonfiction (2.5 weeks) 

 Collected nonfiction used as a basis for argument 

 

DRAMA AND THE NOVEL (9 weeks): 

Unit 5:  Shakespearean Drama (4 weeks) 

 Mid Summers Night Dream 

Unit 6:  Novel TBA (3 weeks) 

 

REVIEW (2 weeks) 

  

 

 

 

 

 


