Academic Decathlon Syllabus 2010 - 2011
Instructor: Robert Howard
(936) 829 - 5626
rhoward@dibollisd.com
What is Academic Decathlon? 

Academic Decathlon is a national academic competition.  Diboll High School is a part of Region 12 of the Texas Academic Decathlon.  Teams consist of nine members, of whom 3 each have GPAs (calculated on core course grades) of A, B and C.  Each year a specific topic of study is chosen and teams are tested on their knowledge of this subject in 10 areas.  These areas are math, music, art, economics, speech, interview, essay, language/literature, science and social sciences.  Art, math, music, economics, language/literature and science tests are multiple choice.  Social science is tested with the Super Quiz, a timed event performed in front of an audience.  Speech and Interview are performed in front of 3 judges; essays are graded by 2 or 3 graders.  

2010 – 2011 Curricular Theme and Topics: 

The curricular theme for 2010–2011 will be The Great Depression. Following is some general information on the topics in each of the subject areas.

· SUPER QUIZ: The Super Quiz™ will focus on the topic of geology and will include a case study on the Dust Bowl. The Super Quiz Resource Guide will include readings on such topics as rock formation, the geological time scale, the hydrologic cycle and groundwater, the causes of the Dust Bowl, plate tectonics, and fossil fuel resources.  
· LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: The language and literature curriculum will include critical reading, one novel, two interviews, one essay, two short stories, and two poems. The featured novel will be The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.
· ART: The art curriculum will cover art fundamentals and will focus on art in the era of the Great Depression. Architecture of the 1930s will also be covered including The Empire State Building and Hoover Dam.
· MUSIC: The music curriculum will cover basic elements of music theory and will focus on American music of the 1930s. Some of the topics will include blues and jazz, Lead Belly, Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Alan Lomax, and blues as folk music. Great songwriters of the 1930s including Jerome Kern, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, George Gershwin and Irving Berlin.
· SOCIAL SCIENCE: The social science curriculum will focus on the Great Depression, Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal. The economic depression of the golden twenties will also include Ponzi schemes, sharecroppers, the crisis of land and capital, and the Mississippi Flood of 1931.
· ECONOMICS: The economics curriculum will cover fundamental economic concepts, microeconomics, and macroeconomics. The economics curriculum will also include a thematic section focused on the Great Depression.
· MATHEMATICS: The mathematics curriculum will cover topics in the fields of general mathematics, algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and differential calculus.
Responsibilities:  Each student in class will be responsible for becoming an “expert” on certain topics and will be expected to teach his or her classmates this expertise.  Students will be required to read the novel, The Grapes of Wrath.  Students will study all ten areas we compete in.   

Competition:   The top 5 teams from our region go to state.  Let’s be one of those 5 teams!  Regionals are held Friday evening and Saturday all day.  On Friday, students compete in Speech, Interview and Essay.  On Saturday, students test in all other areas, culminating with Super Quiz in the evening.  This year’s competition dates are January 2011.  
Team Membership:  Membership on the Academic Decathlon team will be competitive.  You are not automatically a team member just by virtue of being in the class.  Individuals who aren’t taking the class but are interested in being on the team may be allowed to do so.  To determine eligibility, you will compete against your classmates and the Wednesday afternoon club members on scrimmage tests, sample essay writing, speech-giving, etc. as well as at regional scrimmage (if held).  Attendance will be weighted heavily; the fact you’re taking the class guarantees you top marks in attendance.  Top overall scorers will be team members.  Team composition will be determined in early January.  You must be UIL eligible to compete.  

Web Site:  Most information about due dates, responsibilities, assignments, etc. can be found on my class website which is constantly under construction. Be sure to check it often.  

Wednesday Afternoons:    The Academic Decathlon team members will meet in the library every Wednesday from 3:45 – 5:15.  These meetings are mandatory for class members in order to obtain course credit. 
Useful Links: http://www.avon.k12.ma.us/librarymedia/ahacadec2school1011.htm
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