Livingston High School Graduation Notes
Dear LHS Student/Parent/Guardian:

We would like to be among the first to congratulate the Senior Class of 2011 and their families.  As you know, graduation from high school is experienced only once-in-a-lifetime.  It is our hope that the Class of 2011 will remember their commencement with great pride.  The LHS faculty members are striving to make the graduation ceremony a special event that honors the accomplishments that our students have achieved throughout their years of academic effort.  We ask that everyone who participates in, or attends the graduation ceremony will join us in making this a positive and happy experience.  Please remember to respect the dignity of the occasion as we celebrate this wonderful event together.
Student Reminders:

1. Bring money for your cap, gown, invitations, if you have not done so.
The caps and gowns do not have to be returned.

2. Gowns are to be 12 inches from the floor – girls and boys.

3. Caps are not to be worn on the back of the head.  Caps are to sit on the head with the center of the cap aligned in the middle of the forehead.  Bobby pins may be needed to secure the cap to the head.

4. Girl’s dresses may not hang below their gowns and they are to wear dark shoes (black, brown, or blue).  Dark dress slacks are acceptable.  No Tennis Shoes, sandals, flip flops, or jeans.
5. Boys are to wear a white shirt and tie, dark trousers (dark brown, navy, or black) and dark shoes or boots.  No Tennis Shoes, sandals, flip flops, or jeans.

6. All dress and grooming code guidelines will be enforced.

7. All seniors must attend graduation practices on Friday, May 27 and on Thursday June 2.  BE HERE BY 8:00 am on Friday, May 27th TO LOAD.  The buses will leave at 8:15 a.m. for Lufkin.  We will return to campus by lunches.  Please notify your employer of your arrival time.  On Thursday, June 2nd, students will meet in the cafeteria at 2:00 pm for final practice and announcements.

8.   Students must ride school transportation to practice and graduation.  You may ride home with your family after graduation.  This practice is required in order to participate in the graduation ceremony.
9. Graduation exercises will be Saturday morning, June 4, at 10:00 a.m. at the UPC Auditorium in Lufkin.  The buses will leave at 7:30 am for graduation.  

10. Behavior Expectation for Graduation Ceremony:

· Polite applause for the speakers

· Sit with dignity and uprightness

· Boys should remove their caps during the prayer and national anthem

· Tassels are to be placed on the left side of the graduation cap

· Dress and grooming code will be enforced at Graduation.  Students in violation will be removed from the ceremony.  Make sure your attire is appropriate for the occasion.  
· The student code of conduct will apply to all other behavior.
10. REMEMBER – GRADUATION IS A SPECIAL OCCASION FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY: BE SURE YOU TREAT IT AS SUCH.  INAPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR DURING THE CEREMONY OR THE TIME LEADING UP TO GRADUATION WILL RESULT IN YOU NOT BEING ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE.  THIS INCLUDES: PRANKS, VANDALISM TO SCHOOL PROPERTY, FAILURE TO ATTEND ASSIGNED EVENTS, FAILURE TO MAKE UP ATTENDANCE HOURS, NOT RETURNING SCHOOL PROPERTY, ETC.
11. Students will NOT be allowed to carry anything into the graduation ceremony.  If you bring purses, cameras, cell phones, etc with you, they will be left in the staging area.  We will have staff in the staging area during the ceremony.
12. ITEMS NOT ALLOWED IN THE AUDITORIUM:

a. Any noise-making device such as air horns, bells, whistles, etc.

b. Any nuisance item such as “silly string”, balloons, beach balls, etc.

c. Any slogans or displays anywhere on the cap and gown, carried by the graduates, or by the audience members.

d. Tobacco, alcohol, drugs, weapons, or fireworks
e. Cell phones, purses, cameras, keys, sunglasses, etc. will be locked in the UPC cafeteria with supervision.
13. Everyone:

· Absolutely no student initiated alterations or additions to the cap and gown will be allowed.  These include, but are not limited to taped or painted slogans, statements, names, pins, badges, flowers, or ribbons.  Native American students will be allowed to honor the Eagle Feather tradition.
· The high school administration and faculty, through prescribed qualification processes, will determine which graduates will wear honor cords, medals, or other additions to the cap and gown.

· Please be reminded that under LISD Board Policy, you have the right to receive a diploma once you have met all requirements for high school graduation.  It should also be understood that participation in the graduation ceremony is a privilege, not a right.  Under the same LISD School Board Policy, the administration has the authority to revoke this privilege if any graduate’s behavior warrants such action.
14. Other Reminders:

· You have to have all textbooks returned and fines cleared by 5:00 pm Thursday, June 2nd, 2011.  If you are not clear with books and fees, you will not receive your diploma.
· No one will be allowed to enter or leave the staging area.  Have your gown pressed and on a hangar.  Please do not put on your gown until you have entered the staging area.  This will make it easier and cooler for you and will keep your gown from getting wrinkled.  If you have it on you will have to unzip for security to make sure you don’t have anything underneath that you shouldn’t have.
· PARKING:  Guests can ENTER any of the UPC parking lots.  You can enter from Hwy 59, however, after the ceremony ALL Vehicles will have to EXIT via the side road.  Encourage carpooling!

· Every parent wants to hear their child’s name announced as they walk across the stage.  Please tell your parents that air horns and noise makers are not allowed.
· There will be information available regarding graduation pictures and CDs of the ceremony.

· Parents and guests will not be allowed to come beyond the front aisles to take pictures.

· Make sure you use the restroom prior to the start of the ceremony.  You will not be able to go after the ceremony begins.

· Do not do anything that would draw unnecessary attention to you or that would detract from the dignity of the ceremony.  Dancing, hand gestures, etc will not be tolerated.
· Failure to comply with the behavioral expectations will result in having your diploma held and having to come to the school next week with your parents to receive your diploma.

· Participation is a privilege, not a right.  

· Please help us make this a celebration that everyone can enjoy and take pride in.

· IT HAS BEEN MY DISTINCT HONOR TO BE THE PRINCIPAL OF THE CLASS OF 2011!
