Setting

For each of the following settings, add three or more sentences to enhance the setting.  Then write one descriptive paragraph for one of the settings.  Your paragraph should have a strong topic sentence, at least three supporting details to strengthen and prove the topic sentence, and a concluding sentence.

You may make a drawing of each setting.

1. The house was old.

2. At dusk, the city came alive.

3. The fairgrounds were ready to open.

4. School was chaos.

Verbs

Verbs are vital to your sentences and narratives.  Without verbs, there would be no action, no feeling, and no expressing.  Without verbs, your stories would not be alive.  It is important to choose VIVID, strong verbs to create images in your reader’s minds.  

Picture a busy day inn the center of a major city with many different people crossing the street.  As an experienced people watcher, do you find that everyone just “walks” across the street?  Absolutely not!  Match an appropriate verb with its owner.  A single verb may be used only once.

1. Elderly man


 ______ skipped

2. Baby



_______boogied

3. Boy




_______shuffled

4. Girl




_______scurried

5. Mother



_______ran


6. Businessman


_______strutted


7. Athlete



_______crawled

8. Model



_______marched

9. Student with I-pod

_______strolled

10. Ballerina



_______sauntered

11. Squirrel



_______sprinted





For each match, create a descriptive sentence showing why he or she is crossing the street. Number one is done for you.

1. The elderly man shuffled across the street with one red rose he was bringing to his wife for their anniversary.

2. The baby

3. The boy

4. The girl

5. The mother

6. The businessman

7. The athlete

8. The model

9. The student with the I-pod

10. The ballerina

11. The squirrel.

“Said” Again???
In the following dialogue, change all of the “saids” to another word that means the same thing.  You must not repeat the same word twice.

“Get back here!” said my mother.

“No,” I said.  “All the kids are going to the dance.”

“When your homework is finished,” my mother said.

“It is,” I said. “Look on the kitchen table.”

“I don’t see anything,” my mother said.

“In my notebook,” I said.  “Goodbye!”

“Okay,” my mom said, “You be home by nine o’clock sharp!”

“Ma, the dance is from eight to ten!” I said.

“Nine o’clock!” my mom said.

