
 i  

FOREWORD 
 
Students and parents are responsible for reading the contents of this guide.  Careful steps should be taken 
in planning the student�s high school courses.  After a diploma option has been chosen, students and 
parents are responsible for ensuring that they have signed the form declaring the diploma option choice and 
that the student is enrolled in the appropriate courses. 
 
This book serves as a guide for parents, students, and teachers to assist in planning high school courses and 
graduation.  Included you will find course requirements, graduation requirements, and other course information.  
Students have five options when completing their high school education in the Baldwin County Public School System: 
three diplomas and two endorsements.  The requirements for each option are listed in this book.  Only those students 
meeting the requirements will be considered for valedictorian or salutatorian.  The Baldwin County Public School 
System establishes compulsory courses in compliance with state guidelines.  Local Board decisions, changes in 
State Department guidelines, and changes in State Courses of Study overrule the guidelines and course offerings 
listed in this book. 
 
Baldwin County schools offer varied curricula and provide for the student�s needs and for the needs of the democratic 
society into whose fabric the student must enter and survive.  In response to new diploma requirements, the high 
schools in Baldwin County moved to a semester/term eight-block schedule in 1995.  Through this innovative 
scheduling strategy, students concentrate on only four courses per semester/term, have more uninterrupted 
instructional time, and have the opportunity to earn four credits per term and eight credits per school year. Students 
may earn a maximum of ten credits per school year. 
 
Elective courses are available to satisfy diploma requirements.  Many of those offered are common to each school, 
but often, human resources, facilities, and demand will necessitate different offerings for elective courses. These 
courses will be scheduled depending on a minimum enrollment of fifteen students per section and local school 
scheduling restrictions.  Under the direction of the Division of Instructional Support, designated schools may 
participate in innovative pilot programs and courses which may not be described in this Academic Guide.   
 

CareerCruisingfi 
 
As a companion to this Academic Guide, the Baldwin County Public Schools has provided internet access for all 
middle and high school students to CareerCruisingfi (www.careercruising.com). Through this resource, all students 
may create an individual career portfolio that includes a skills and ability inventory, career exploration, post secondary 
educational options, and high school course planning.  

 
 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
It is the official policy of the Baldwin County Board of Education that no person shall � on the groun ds of race, color, 
disability, sex, religion, national origin, age or creed � be excluded from participation in, denied t he benefits of, or 
subjected to discrimination under any program, activity or employment. 
It shall be the policy of the Baldwin County Board of Education (�Board�) that no student shall be den ied the benefit of 
any educational program or educational activity on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, limited 
English proficiency, immigrant status, migrant status, or homeless status.  A free and appropriate education is 
available to all students with disabilities.  It shall be the policy of the Board that barriers to enrolling and retaining 
homeless students shall be removed.  All programs offered by schools within the school district shall be open to all 
students in compliance with statutory and judicial requirements. 

 
 

MISSION OF BALDWIN COUNTY SCHOOLS 
 
In partnership with the community, the Baldwin County Public Schools� mission is to provide a quality education that 
fosters learning. 
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(Standard Diploma) 
 

ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
 

 
English (Regular, Honors, or AP) .............................................................................................................................. 4 
 
Mathematics ............................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 Algebra I and Geometry must be included in the four credits. 
 
 Algebra I in the 8th grade, Algebra I, or Algebra IA/IB....................................................  1 or 2 
 Geometry or Geometry Concepts I/II���������������� ���.��. 1 or 2 
 Math Electives (if needed)������������������������ �� 1 or 2 
 
  
Social Studies............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
 World History or Honors World History........................................................................................ 1 
 US History I or Honors US History I............................................................................................. 1 
 US History II, Honors US History II, or AP US History ............................................................... 1 
 Government with Economics or AP Government with Economics ............................................. 1 
              
 
Science....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 Biology and a Physical Science must be included in the four credits. 
 
 The Biology requirement may be satisfied by one of the following: 
  Biology ...................................................................................................................................... 1 
  Honors Biology ......................................................................................................................... 1 
 
 The Physical Science requirement may be satisfied by one of the following: 
  Physical Science....................................................................................................................... 1 
  Chemistry I................................................................................................................................ 1 
 Physics...................................................................................................................................... 1 
 
 Additional Life and/or Physical Science................................................................................ 1 or 2 
 
Health ...................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
 
Physical Education ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 
 NOTE: Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming 
                            in allowing Marching Band and JROTC to count as Physical Education. 
 
Fine Arts Elective ..................................................................................................................................................   0.5 
  
Computer Competency .........................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies.   
                             This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

1. Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
2. Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

 
Electives .................................................................................................................................................................. 5.5 
 
Minimum Carnegie Units Required...................................................................................................................... 24 
 
Pass all five parts of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam. 
 

*Students who earn the required credits and pass Reading, Math and one other subtest on the Alabama High School Graduation Exam 
are eligible to earn an Alabama High School Diploma with a Credit Based Endorsement.  

 

*Students who are eligible for the Alabama High School Diploma with a Credit Based Endorsement must complete a Career Technology 
course. 

 

*All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education.  This experience can be 
earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful completion of an ACCESS Distance 
Learning Course. 
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                                                 (Standard Diploma)  
                  

                                                     ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 0     
Mathematics 4     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health  0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Electives 5.5     
      
      
                              TOTAL 24     

 
 

 

Name:                 

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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 (Advanced Diploma) 
 

ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA with Advanced Academic Endorsement 
 

 
English (Regular, Honors, or AP) .............................................................................................................................. 4 
 
Foreign Language (Two units in any one foreign language) .................................................................................... 2 
 
Mathematics ............................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 
 Algebra I in the 8th grade, Algebra I, or Algebra IA/IB....................................................  1 or 2 
 Geometry or Geometry Concepts I/II................................................................................ 1 or 2 
 Algebra II/with Trigonometry .................................................................................................... 1 
 Math Electives (if needed)................................................................................................. 1 or 2 
 
Social Studies............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
 
 World History or Honors World History.................................................................................... 1 
 US History I or Honors US History I......................................................................................... 1 
 US History II, Honors US History II, or AP US History............................................................ 1 
 Government with Economics or AP Government with Economics........................................ .1 
  
Science....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 
 Biology or Honors Biology........................................................................................................ 1 
  
               The Physical Science requirement may be satisfied by one of the following: 
  Physical Science or .................................................................................................................. 1 
  Chemistry I or  ......................................................................................................................... 1 
 Physics ..................................................................................................................................... 1 
 
     Additional Life and/or Physical Science............................................................................ 1 or 2 
  
Health ...................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
 
Physical Education ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 

NOTE: Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming 
            in allowing Marching Band and JROTC to count as Physical Education.  

 
Fine Arts Elective ..................................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 
Computer Competency .........................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies. 
                             This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

1. Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
2. Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

 
 
Electives .................................................................................................................................................................. 3.5 
 
Minimum Carnegie Units Required...................................................................................................................... 24 
 
Pass all five parts of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam. 
 
*All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education.  This experience can be 
earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful completion of an ACCESS Distance 
Learning Course. 
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                                                 (Advanced Diploma) 
 

                                                 ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
                                                 with Advanced Academic Endorsement 

 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 2     
Mathematics 4/5     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health  0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Electives 3.5     
      
      
                              TOTAL 24     

 
 

 

Name:                 

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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(College Prep) 
 

ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
with Baldwin County College Preparatory Endorsement 

 
 
English (Honors or AP) .............................................................................................................................................. 4 
  
Foreign Language (Two units in any one foreign language) .................................................................................... 2 
 
Mathematics ............................................................................................................................................................... 4 

   Algebra I in the 8th grade or Algebra I...................................................................................... 1 
   Geometry ................................................................................................................................... 1 

               Algebra II with Trigonometry ..................................................................................................... 1 
   Precalculus or AP Statistics ...................................................................................................... 1 

 
Social Studies............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
    Honors World History ............................................................................................................... 1 
    Honors US History I ................................................................................................................... 1 
               Honors US History II or AP US History ..................................................................................... 1 
    Government with Economics or AP Government with Economics .......................................... 1 
  
Science....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
              Honors Biology............................................................................................................................ 1 
   Chemistry I or Physics................................................................................................................ 1 
    
  Additional Honors or AP Science................................................................................................ 2  
          Choose courses from the following: 
             Human Anatomy and Physiology, Honors Marine Science, Chemistry II, 
                        AP Chemistry, Botany, Forensic Science, Genetics, Zoology, Aquascience, 
                        AP Biology, AP Physics, AP Environmental Science 
 
Health ...................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
 
Physical Education ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 

NOTE: Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming 
            in allowing Marching Band and JROTC to count as Physical Education.  

 
Fine Arts Elective ..................................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 
Computer Competency .........................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies.  
              This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

1. Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
2. Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

  
Electives .................................................................................................................................................................. 7.5 
 
Minimum Carnegie Units Required...................................................................................................................... 28 
 
Pass all five parts of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam 
 
* All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education.  This experience can be 
earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful completion of an ACCESS Distance 
Learning Course. 
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                                                                              (College Prep)              
  

                                                           ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  
                                                           with Baldwin County College Prep Endorsement 

 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 2     
Mathematics 4/5     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health 0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Electives 7.5     
      
      
                              TOTAL 28     

 
 

 

Name:                

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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(College Prep + Distinction Diploma) 
 

ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
with Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement 

 
The Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement of the Alabama High School Diploma is a program of intensive 
study in the core subject areas.  This diploma was developed by the Baldwin County Public School System to provide special recognition 
for students who complete this rigorous course of study.  Students must complete the courses listed below and achieve a minimum 
unweighted GPA of 3.7 in the 18 courses noted with � � � to qualify for a College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement.  Each of these 
18 courses must be taken during the regular school day on a local high school campus.  These courses must be taught by teachers 
employed at the local high school.  Students who complete the courses listed below but do not achieve a minimum unweighted GPA of 3.7 
in the 18 noted courses will receive an Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin County College Preparatory Endorsement. 
 
� English (Most advanced course offered for each grade level at the student�s local school)................................ 4 
  
� Foreign Language (Two units in any one foreign language) ................................................................................. 2 
* No online courses will be accepted to fulfill the foreign language requirement 
 
Mathematics ............................................................................................................................................................... 5 

      Algebra I in the 8th grade or Algebra I................................................................................... 1 
   � Geometry ................................................................................................................................ 1 

               � Algebra II with Trigonometry .................................................................................................. 1 
    � Precalculus  ........................................................................................................................... 1 

   � AP Calculus AB or AP Statistics ............................................................................................ 1 
      * Students competing for Valedictorian or Salutatorian must take AP Calculus AB 

 
Social Studies............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
    � Honors World History ............................................................................................................ 1 
    � Honors US History I................................................................................................................ 1 
               � AP US History ......................................................................................................................... 1 
    � AP Government with Economics ..........................................................................................  1 
  
Science....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
              � Honors Biology......................................................................................................................... 1 
   � Chemistry I .............................................................................................................................. 1 
   � Physics .................................................................................................................................... 1 
   
  � Additional Honors or AP Science............................................................................................. 1  
             Choose courses from the following:  
             Human Anatomy and Physiology, Honors Marine Science, Chemistry II,  
             AP Chemistry, Botany, Forensic Science, Genetics, Zoology, Aquascience, 
                           AP Biology, AP Physics, AP Environmental Science 
 
Health ...................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
 
Physical Education ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 

NOTE: Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming 
            in allowing Marching Band and JROTC to count as Physical Education.  

 
Fine Arts Elective ..................................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 
Computer Competency .........................................................................................................................................   0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies.   
                             This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

1. Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
2. Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

 
Electives .................................................................................................................................................................. 8.5 
 
Minimum Carnegie Units Required...................................................................................................................... 30 
 
Pass all five parts of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam 
 
*All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education.  This experience can be 
earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful completion of an ACCESS Distance 
Learning Course. 
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                                                      (CP + Distinction Diploma) 
 

                                                        ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
                                                    with Baldwin County College Prep with Distinction Endorsement 

 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 2     
Mathematics 5     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health 0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Electives 8.5     
      
      
                              TOTAL 30     

 
 

 
Name:                

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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(College Prep + Distinction for IB Diploma) 
 

ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
with Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement for International Baccalaureate Students 

 
The Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement for International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Students is a rigorous program designed to meet the needs of highly motivated secondary students and to 
promote international understanding. The Baldwin County College Prep + Distinction Endorsement, which is earned concurrently 
with the IB Diploma, was developed by the Baldwin County Public School System to provide special recognition for students who 
complete an intensive study in core subject areas.  Students must complete the courses listed below and achieve a minimum 
unweighted GPA of 3.7 in the 18 courses noted with ��� to qualify for a Baldwin County College Prep + Distinction Endorsement.  
Each of these 18 courses must be taken during the regular school day on a local high school campus.  Students who complete the 
courses listed below, but do not achieve a minimum unweighted GPA of 3.7 in the 18 noted courses, will receive an Alabama High 
School Diploma with Baldwin County College Preparatory Endorsement. If a student�s unweighted GPA in the 18 courses noted with 
a ��� falls below 3.0, the student will be evaluated by the IB staff and may be removed from the program.  An IB Diploma is awarded 
by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) following the posting of the final comprehensive exams in July. Contact the IB 
Coordinator at the respective school for a complete listing of IB Diploma requirements. 
  
English .................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

�Honors English 9........................................................................................................................ 1 
�Honors English 10...................................................................................................................... 1 
� IB English HL ............................................................................................................................ 2      

 

Foreign Language (Consecutive of one language)................................................................................................... 4  
�Spanish I .................................................................................................................................... 1 
�Spanish II ................................................................................................................................... 1 
   Spanish III (IB HL or SL) ........................................................................................................... 1 
   Spanish IV (IB HL or SL) ........................................................................................................... 1 

 

Mathematics ............................................................................................................................................................... 5 
    Algebra I in the 8th grade or Algebra I...................................................................................... 1 

�Geometry.................................................................................................................................... 1 
�Algebra II with Trigonometry ..................................................................................................... 1 
� IB Math SL or ............................................................................................................................ 2 
� IB Math Studies......................................................................................................................... 2   

 

Social Studies (Most advanced level offered for each course at the student�s local school) .................................. 4 
 �Honors World History................................................................................................................. 1 
 �AP European History ................................................................................................................. 1 
 �History of the Americas HL  ...................................................................................................... 2 
 

Science .................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 �Honors Biology........................................................................................................................... 1 
 �Chemistry I ................................................................................................................................. 1 
            � IB Science HL ........................................................................................................................... 2 
                or: 
 �IB Science SL plus one of the following  .................................................................................. 2 
               Human Anatomy and Physiology, Honors Marine Science, Chemistry II,  
             AP Chemistry, Botany, Forensic Science, Genetics, Zoology, Aquascience, 
                           AP Biology, AP Physics, AP Environmental Science 
  

Health ...................................................................................................................................................................... 0.5 
 

Physical Education ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 
NOTE:  Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming  
             in allowing Marching Band and JROTC count as Physical Education.  

 

Computer Competency ..........................................................................................................................................  0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies. 
              This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

1. Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
2. Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

 

Fine Arts Elective (may include IB Fine Art)........................................................................................................... 0.5 

Theory of Knowledge ................................................................................................................................................. 1 

Electives .................................................................................................................................................................. 5.5 
 

Minimum Carnegie Units Required...................................................................................................................... 30 

IB students must pass the Alabama High School Graduation Exam, complete the minimum number of CAS hours, and submit an 
Extended Essay. If students return to their base schools, they will be expected to meet all requirements for one of the other 
diplomas offered.  See your school guidance counselor for more information. 
 
 *All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education. This experience can 
be earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful completion of an ACCESS 
Distance Learning Course. 
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             (CP + Distinction for IB)  
                                                         

                                          ALABAMA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
                                                   with Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement 

                                                                 for International Baccalaureate Students 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 4     
Mathematics 5     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health  0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Theory of Knowledge 1     
Electives 5.5     
      
                              TOTAL 30     

 
 

 
Name:                

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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ALABAMA OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA 
 
The multi-faceted program of study leading to the awarding of the Alabama Occupational Diploma (AOD) 
sets high expectations for students with disabilities, emphasizes personal responsibility, gives students the 
opportunity to achieve challenging standards, and incorporates sound practices utilized in delivering 
transition services.  Requirements for the AOD include the following: 

English Language Arts ...................................................................................................................... 4 

   Four credits to include the equivalent of: 

          Life Skills I:   English ...................................................................................1 
          Life Skills II:  English ...................................................................................1 
          Life Skills III: English ...................................................................................1 
          Life Skills IV: English...................................................................................1 

Mathematics...................................................................................................................................... 4 

   Four credits to include the equivalent of:   

         Essential Mathematics I ...............................................................................1 
         Essential Mathematics II ..............................................................................1 
         Algebraic Explorations I ...............................................................................1 
         Algebraic Explorations II...............................................................................1 

Science ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

   Four credits to include the equivalent of: 

         LSS I:   Physical Science............................................................................1 
         LSS II:   Biology ...........................................................................................1 
         LSS III:   Earth and Space Science ..............................................................1 
         LSS IV:   Environmental Science ..................................................................1 

Social Studies ................................................................................................................................... 4 

   Four credits to include the equivalent of: 

         SSL I:   World History .................................................................................1 
         SSL II:   United States History I ...................................................................1 
         SSL III:  United States History II ..................................................................1 
         SSL IV: Economics and United States Government ...................................1 

Career Technical Education.............................................................................................................. 2 

Coordinated Studies or Transition Elective ....................................................................................... 1 

Cooperative Career Technical Education.......................................................................................... 1 
 270 hours of work experience is required. 

Health ............................................................................................................................................ 0.5 

Physical Education............................................................................................................................ 1 
NOTE:  Changes from the Alabama State Department of Education may be forthcoming  
             in allowing Marching Band and JROTC count as Physical Education.  

Computer Competency .................................................................................................................  0.5 
 NOTE:  Students must demonstrate the state-required computer applications competencies. 
              This requirement can be met in one of the following ways: 

 1.   Successful completion of an 18-week or longer course in 8th grade 
 2.   Successful completion of Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials 

Fine Arts Elective ........................................................................................................................... 0.5 

*Electives ....................................................................................................................................... 1.5 

 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................................................ 24 
 
*Includes Transition Course; each student�s IEP Team determines the appropriateness of this course. 
 
*All students must complete an online experience, as required by the Alabama State Department of Education. This 
experience can be earned by the successful completion of the Computer Competency requirement or successful 
completion of an ACCESS Distance Learning Course. 
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                                                          ALABAMA OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA 
 
 

       

Subject                                       
Credits 

9th 10th 11th 12th  
English 4     
Foreign Language 0     
Mathematics 4     
Social Studies 4     
Science 4     
Health 0.5     
PE or Equivalent 1     
Fine Arts 0.5     
Computer Competency 0.5     
Career Technical Education 2     
Coord Studies or Trans Ele 1     
Cooperative Career Tech Ed 1     
Electives 1.5     
                              TOTAL 24     

 
 

 

Name:                

Student Number:      Today�s Date:       

 
 

9th Grade Courses 10th Grade Courses 11th Grade Courses 12th Grade Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  
3  3  3  3  
4  4  4  4  
5  5  5  5  
6  6  6  6  
7  7  7  7  
8  8  8  8  

Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses Make-Up Courses 
1  1  1  1  
2  2  2  2  

 
 

 
 
AHSGE 
Parts Passed _____Math _____Reading _____Language _____Science _____Social Studies 
 
Date Passed _________ _________ _________ _________ __________ 
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 GRADUATION CERTIFICATE 
(Only Available to Students with Disabilities as defined by IDEA) 

 
Students must: 

• Earn 24 Required Credits or 
• Pass the Alabama High School Graduation Exam or 
• Complete Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

 
Students with disabilities who graduate with the CERTIFICATE may continue to work toward the Alabama High 
School Diploma to age 21 with IDEA services. 
 
Courses specific to the Graduation Certificate are listed at the end of the course description section of this manual. 
 

ALABAMA DEFINITION OF A CREDIT 
All Alabama public schools are governed by the Alabama Administrative Code 290-3-1-.02(9)(a) which states the 
following: 
(9) Time Allotment and Credit Requirements for Secondary Schools 
(a) Any subject passed in Grades 9-12 that meets for a minimum of 140 clock hours of instruction shall count as 
one(1) credit toward graduation, either required or elective. All subjects taught are considered major subjects. The 
Alabama State Department of Education does not recognize major and minor subjects in Grades K-12. 
 
 

MAXIMUM NUMBER of CREDITS PER YEAR 
 
A student in grades 9-11 may earn a maximum of ten credits during a year (August 1 to July 31 of the following year). 
Students in 12th grade may earn a maximum of 12 credits per year. This includes credits earned in the regular school 
program, the Dual Enrollment Program, summer school, correspondence courses, night school, or on-line programs. 
 
 

GRADING SCALE 
 
The grading scale for Baldwin County Public Schools is defined as follows: 
 

A:   90-100 
B:  80-89 
C:   70-79 
D:   60-69 
F:   0-59 (no credit) 

 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
 

A grade point average (GPA) is a scale assigning a numeric value to student grades. The unweighted GPA is 
computed by dividing the total number of grade points received by the total number of credits or hours of course work 
taken. The weighted GPA is designed to reflect the varying skill required for different level courses. The weighted 
GPA scale assigns higher quality points for grades earned in difficult courses (numerical grades remain unaffected). 
The weighted GPA is printed on the student transcript for the purposes of college admission and scholarship 
applications only.  The weighted GPA will not affect procedures for determining selection of valedictorian, 
salutatorian, or meeting requirements of academic programs or diplomas. 
 
Unweighted GPA Point Scale 
 
Grade ....................................... Quality Point Value 
A............................................... 4.0 
B............................................... 3.0 
C .............................................. 2.0 
D .............................................. 1.0 
F............................................... 0.0 
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Weighted GPA Point Scale adds either 0.5 or 1.0 to the Quality Point Value for the grade earned in that course 
according to the following tables: 

 
Honors Course Weights 
 
Course Title Course # Add Course Title Course # Add 
Algebra I 7307 0.5 French III 71005 0.5 
Algebra II w/Trig 7308 0.5 French IV 71007 0.5 
Algebra III w/Stats 7311 0.5 Genetics 7432 0.5 
AquaScience 7414 0.5 Geometry 7309 0.5 
Biology Hon 7402 0.5 Human Anat & Phy 7404 0.5 
Botany 7418 0.5 Marine Sci Hon 7407 0.5 
Chemistry I 7405 0.5 Physics 7406 0.5 
Chemistry II 7416 0.5 Precalculus 7310 0.5 
English 9 Hon 7100 0.5 Spanish I 71000 0.5 
English 10 Hon 7101 0.5 Spanish II 71001 0.5 
English 11 Hon 7119 0.5 Spanish III 71004 0.5 
English 12 Hon 7120 0.5 Spanish IV 71006 0.5 
Forensic Sci 7426 0.5 US Hist I Hon 7218 0.5 
French I 71002 0.5 US Hist II Hon 7222 0.5 
French II 71003 0.5 World Hist Hon 7213 0.5 
   Zoology 7425 0.5 
 
 
AP Course Weights 
 
Course Title Course # If the student doesn�t take 

the AP Exam, then add 
If the student takes the AP 
Exam, then add 

Art History AP 7622 0.5 1.0 
Biology AP 7430 0.5 1.0 
Calculus AB, AP 7318 0.5 1.0 
Chemistry AP 7434 0.5 1.0 
Eng Lang & Comp AP 11 7102 0.5 1.0 
Eng Lit & Comp AP 12 7103 0.5 1.0 
Environmental Sci AP 7431 0.5 1.0 
European Hist AP 7228 0.5 1.0 
Govt & Econ AP 7208 0.5 1.0 
Music Theory AP 7621 0.5 1.0 
Physics AP 7436 0.5 1.0 
Statistics AP 7330 0.5 1.0 
Studio Art AP 7633 0.5 1.0 
Studio Art-2D AP 7635 0.5 1.0 
US Hist AP (11) 7203 0.5 1.0 
World Hist AP 7230 0.5 1.0 
 
 
International Baccalaureate Course Weights 
 
Course Title Course # Add Course Title Course # Add 
Alg II/Trig IB Prep 9542 0.5 IB Music HL 11 9655 0.5 
Biology Honors IB Prep 9531 0.5 IB Music HL 12 9656 1.0 
Chemistry I IB Prep 9532 0.5 IB Music SL 9654 1.0 
Eng 9 Honors IB Prep 9511 0.5 IB Physics HL 11 9638 1.0 
Eng 10 Honors IB Prep 9512 0.5 IB Physics HL 12 9639 1.0 
Geometry IB Prep 9541 0.5 IB Pre-Calculus SL 11 9641 0.5 
IB Biology HL 11 9632 1.0 IB Spanish SL 11 9661 0.5 
IB Biology HL 12 9633 1.0 IB Spanish SL 12 9662 1.0 
IB Biology SL 9631 1.0 IB Stat & Intro to Cal SL12 9644 1.0 
IB Calculus AB SL 12 9642 1.0 IB Theatre HL 11 9658 0.5 
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Course Title Course # Add Course Title Course # Add 
IB Chemistry HL 11 9635 1.0 IB Theatre HL 12 9659 1.0 
IB Chemistry HL 12 9636 1.0 IB Theatre SL 9657 1.0 
IB Chemistry SL 9634 1.0 IB Theory of Knowledge 12 9672 0.5 
IB English HL 11 9611 1.0 IB Theo of Know/Indep 11 9671 0.5 
IB English HL 12 9612 1.0 IB Visual Art SL 9651 1.0 
IB Hist of the Am HL 11 9621 1.0 Spanish I IB Prep 9561 0.5 
IB Hist of the Am HL 12 9622 1.0 Spanish II IB Prep 9562 0.5 
IB Math Analysis SL 11 9643 0.5 World Hist Hon IB Prep 9521 0.5 
 
 
 

TRANSFER OF CREDIT 
Board Policy #786 

 
Any student transferring to a Baldwin County public school from a public or non-public school accredited by an 
accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education will have all credits and current class/grade 
placement accepted without validation upon the receipt of an official transcript(s). 
A student may be promoted to the next grade level according to the number of credits earned at the end of the 
admission form. 
Any school/school setting not accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the State Board of Education shall 
be considered a non-accredited school for the purpose of transfer of class/grade credit.  Core courses shall be 
defined as English, mathematics, social science, and science. 
The procedures below must be followed before credits can be awarded and class/grade placement determined for 
students transferring from non-accredited schools. 
 
Procedures are as follows: 

1. An official or a notarized transcript of coursework attempted must be presented the principal or his/her 
designee. 

2. Credit for elective courses shall be transferred without validation. 
3. No credit will be given for electives that are not normally accepted.  The school may acknowledge on 

records that the student took these courses, but the courses will not count toward graduation. 
4. Non-contested credit for core courses shall be transferred as follows: 

a. Using all official records and nationally standardized tests, the principal or his/her designee shall 
determine placement and notify the student and the parent(s)/guardian(s). 

b. If the parent(s)/guardian(s) agrees with the placement decision, the student shall be placed. 
c. Following placement, for any initial core course successfully completed, transfer of previous credit 

earned at a non-accredited school(s) in that subject area shall be accepted without further 
validation.  If a student is unsuccessful in the initial placement core course, it should be understood 
that no credit will be awarded in that subject until the student passes the initial placement core 
course.  The student will have to repeat and pass the initial placement core course. 

5. Contested credit for core courses shall be transferred as follows: 
a. If the parent(s)/guardian(s) disagrees with the placement decision, the principal or his/her designee 

shall supervise the administration of the school�s most recent semester test for each prerequisite 
core course in which the parent/guardian is requesting enrollment.  For each test the student 
passes as determined by the school grading scale, the student shall be placed in the next level 
core courses and credit shall be transferred for prerequisite courses. 

b. For any test failed, placement shall be made as originally recommended by school officials, and no 
credit shall be transferred for the prerequisite course(s) in that subject. 

6. In the event of controversial records/transcripts or the absence of records, the student shall take placement 
tests consisting of the school�s previous semester tests for core courses. 

7. All transfer students must pass the Alabama High School Graduation Exam and meet local Board of 
Education requirements relating to graduation requirements. 

8. Students who are transferring from a non-accredited school/school setting and who have been residents in 
Baldwin County must attend Baldwin County Public schools for two (2) entire high school years immediately 
preceding the date of graduation. 

 
Middle School Credits: The high schools in the Baldwin County Public School System accept one transfer Carnegie 
unit of Algebra I, taken in the eighth grade, from any accredited public middle school. 
The charts on the following page show a step-by-step procedure for determining placement for transfer students to 
Baldwin County Public Schools. 
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Transfer Procedure Formula 
 

 FROM ACCREDITED SCHOOLS FROM NON-ACCREDITED SCHOOLS 
Official Transcript Official/Notarized Transcript/No Transcript 
Credits Accepted Principal/Designee Determines Placement 
Current Grade Placement Notifies Parent 

ACCEPTS DECISION  CONTESTS DECISION 
Student placed. 
After successful completion of 
any initial core course, credit 
accepted for previous courses in 
that core.  

Administer school�s most recent term test 
for each course contested. 

  Student passes test, placed in next level 
course and credit accepted for courses in 
previous grades in that core. 

  

  Student fails test, placed in level originally 
recommended by principal/designee. 

 

 
SEVEN PERIOD DAY  

Grade 
Designation 

Possible 
Credits 

from 
Sending 
School 

PLUS Possible Credits 
from Baldwin 
Co. Schools 

EQUAL Total 
Possible 
Credits 

MINUS Buffer 
Credits 

EQUAL Credits 
Needed to 
Graduate 

Sophomore 7 + 24 = 31 - 2 = 29 
Junior 14 + 16 = 30 - 2 = 28 
Senior 21 + 8 = 29 - 2 = 27 

 
 

 
SIX PERIOD DAY 

Grade 
Designation 

Possible 
Credits 
from  

Sending 
School 

  
PLUS 

Possible Credits 
from Baldwin 
Co. Schools 

  
EQUAL 

Total 
Possible 
Credits 

  
MINUS 

Buffer 
Credits 

  
EQUAL 

Credits 
Needed to 
Graduate 

Sophomore 6 + 24 = 30 - 2 = 28 
Junior 12 + 16 = 28 - 2 = 26 
Senior 18 + 8 = 26 - 2 = 24 

 
Please note the following: 
1.      This schedule provides each transfer student with a two course buffer. 
2.      A student may be promoted to the next grade level according to the number of credits earned at the end of the   
         term that he/she was admitted. 
  
 

GRADE CLASSIFICATION 
  

  Credits needed to be classified under six 
period day as: 

Credits needed to be classified under seven 
period day as: 

Sophomore 5 6 
Junior 10 12 
Senior 16 19 
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ATHLETIC/EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY � ACADEMICS FIRST  
Board Policy No. 787 

 
The Baldwin County Board of Education recognizes the value of all extracurricular activities as they relate to the total 
education of students.  The Baldwin County Board of Education also recognizes and supports high academic 
standards and the necessity of developing a framework to assess each student involved in extracurricular activities 
and his/her progress toward graduating from high school on schedule with his/her class.  The Board of Education 
also recognizes that the Class of 2000 and subsequent classes will be required by the State Board of Education 
resolution and Alabama Administrative Code to earn a minimum of 24 credits in Grades 9-12, with four (4) credits 
each in science, mathematics, social studies, and English. 
 
Definitions 
 
1. Extracurricular activities associated with athletics are defined as those recognized and sanctioned by the 

Alabama High School Athletic Association, and other extracurricular activities are defined as those that are 
sanctioned by a public school which are not related to a student�s academic requirements or success in a 
course(s). 

 
2. Regular curricular activities are defined as those that are required for satisfactory course completion. 
 
Eligibility Requirements 
 
1. Students entering Grades 10-12 must, for the last two semesters/terms of attendance and summer school, if 

applicable, have a passing grade and earn the appropriate number of credits in each of six (6) subjects that total 
six (6) Carnegie units of credit, including four (4) credits from the four (4) core subjects composed of English, 
science, social studies, and mathematics with a composite numerical average of 70.  Students entering Grades 8 
and 9 must, for the last two semesters/terms of attendance and summer school, if applicable, have a passing 
grade in five (5) subjects with a composite numerical average of 70 with all other rules applying the same as to 
students in Grades 9-12.  Students promoted to the seventh grade for the first time are eligible.   

 
2. Physical education may count as only one (1) unit per year. 
 
3. No more than two (2) Carnegie units may be made up during summer school.  If a unit(s) or subject(s) is 

repeated in summer school, the higher numerical grade for the unit(s) or subject(s) may be used to compute the 
composite grade average. 

 
4. A student who is eligible at the start of the academic year remains eligible for the entire academic year.  Students 

deemed ineligible at the beginning of the school year by virtue of having failed to meet the requirements outlined 
in eligibility requirement number 1 above may regain their eligibility at the end of the first semester by meeting 
the requirements for eligibility in the two most recently completed semesters/terms, including summer school.  
Eligibility restoration must be determined no later than five (5) school days after the beginning of the succeeding 
semester. 

 
Note:  Unit calculations for regaining eligibility at the end of the first semester/term may not coincide exactly with 
units for graduation for students in schools on six � or seven-period days. 
 

5. An ineligible student may not become eligible after the fifth school day of each semester/term.  Bona fide 
transfers may be dealt with according to rules of the Alabama High School Athletic Association for sports and 
rules to be developed by each local board of education as they pertain to other extracurricular activities. 

 
6. Each eligible student entering Grades 10-12 must have a minimum composite numerical average of 70 and a 

minimum of six (6) Carnegie units from the preceding year, including summer school.  Summer school work 
passed may substitute for regular schoolwork repeated in computing the 70 average. 

 
7. Each eligible student involved in athletics must meet the definition of a regular student as defined by the 

Alabama High School Athletic Association. 
 
8. Any student who earns more than four (4) credits in the core curriculum in any given year or who accumulates a 

total in excess of the required four (4) per year may be exempt from earning the four (4) core courses in the 
succeeding year as long as that student remains on schedule for graduation with his/her class. 
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The Baldwin County Board of Education also recognizes and supports the Alabama High School Athletic Association 
guidelines in regards to the Academics First Policy. 
 
Participation Requirements 
 
1. Any student who earns more than four (4) credits in the core curriculum in any given year or who accumulates a 

total in excess of the required four (4) per year may be exempt from earning the four (4) core courses in the 
succeeding year as long as that student remains on schedule for graduation with his/her class by earning eight 
(8) core credits over any two-year span, including summer school. 

 
2. Each request for full participation by all students, regardless of academic standing, in a curricular activity shall be 

granted if the principal, superintendent, and the local board of education approve participation in the activity as 
an extension of a course(s) requirement(s) and it is an event sanctioned by a state/national subject matter 
association. 

 
3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this regulation, activities offered by the school through math, science, 

band, choral music, and other courses at events such as athletic events (pre-game, game, halftime, or other 
breaks), clubs conventions, parades, amusement park trips and competitions, trips by tour companies, 
performances at various meetings, etc., are extracurricular, and students academically ineligible under this policy 
shall not be allowed to participate. 

 
4. Decisions on a student�s participation in extracurricular activities should be consistent with the requirements 

found in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (1997) and its implementing regulations, both federal and 
state, as well as Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 if the student is identified as eligible under these 
statues, rules, and regulations, and such participation is determined to be appropriate. 

 
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) has established a central clearinghouse to certify athletic 
eligibility.   Student athletes must comply with NCAA bylaws in order to compete in intercollegiate athletics.  
Interested students and their parents may go to the website listed below for more information about these guidelines. 
 
To get information about the new NCAA core course rule, go to 
http://www1.ncaa.org/eprise/main/parent-prospect/index.html 
 
To get a quick reference sheet for NCAA freshman eligibility standards, go to  
http://www1.ncaa.org/membership/membership_svcs/eligibility-recruiting/faqs/ie_quick_ref.pdf 

ACCESS DISTANCE LEARNING 
 
ACCESS (Alabama Connecting Classrooms, Educators, and Students Statewide) is a credit-earning opportunity 
available where students experience high quality instruction provided through computer-based and/or interactive 
video conferencing instruction. In addition to state procedures and guidelines, Baldwin County requires the following: 
 
Baldwin County Board of Education Guidelines 
 
1. Students may take ACCESS elective courses not offered at their high schools. 
2. ACCESS courses should be taken only when the curricular offerings deny a student a course he/she particularly 

needs. 
3. Students may not take any of the 18 required courses for either the Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin 

County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement or Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin County 
College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement for International Baccalaureate (IB) Students via ACCESS. 

4. Schools must complete the School Acknowledgement Form and send a copy to the Division of Instructional 
Support and fax a copy to the Troy University ACCESS Distance Learning Support Center:  334-670-5679 

5. Students may not take ACCESS science courses at this time. 
6. ACCESS Foreign Language courses may be taken by students choosing the Standard, Advanced, College Prep, 

or Occupational diplomas only. 
 
More information regarding ACCESS can be found online at http://accessdl.state.al.us.  
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT (APfi) COURSES 

The high schools in Baldwin County offer a wide range of Advanced Placement (AP) courses to meet the exceptional 
talents and needs of students.  AP courses are nationally recognized by colleges and universities and sponsored by 
the College Board.  Students may choose to take any AP course for which they meet the prerequisite, no matter what 
diploma option they are seeking. AP courses enable students to complete college level studies while still in high 
school and obtain college placement or credit on the basis of their performance on rigorous AP examinations.  
Students who take AP courses are expected to take the corresponding AP exams in May of each year.  The cost for 
each exam is approximately $86.   

 
A strong Advanced Placement (AP) course depends upon a partnership between motivated students and dedicated 
high school teachers who are trained by the College Board.  Students and parents should be very sensitive to the 
demanding nature of AP courses.  Reading expectations for the classes are extensive.  Students will be involved in 
college level activities, particularly in the areas of writing skills and test taking.  AP courses place a high degree of 
emphasis on the student�s self-motivation, study skills, and the ability to self-direct his/her own learning.  If students 
have questions as to their potential in a particular AP course, they should check with their counselor or the teacher of 
the AP course.  More information about the AP courses is provided in the course descriptions of this guide. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
 
Credit for correspondence courses may be allowed only on the following conditions: 

1. Written approval must be given by both the principal and superintendent�s designee before the correspondence 
work is begun. 

2. Credits may be earned through correspondence from institutions recognized by the State Department of 
Education and from institutions accredited by the national accrediting agency recognized by the US Department 
of Education. 

3. Only one credit may be earned during the regular school year by a student, and this credit shall be included in 
calculating the program of study. 

4. Correspondence work should be taken only when the curricular offerings deny a student a course he particularly 
needs.  

Interested students should see their counselor for details. 
 
 

DUAL ENROLLMENT  
with Faulkner State Community College 

 
The Alabama State Board of Education has authorized the establishment of dual enrollment programs between public 
colleges and universities and local boards of education.  Faulkner State Community College (FSCC) participates with 
the Baldwin County School System to allow students to enroll in certain college level courses. 
 

Dual enrollment is not an early graduation program.  Students may take only the designated courses that the school 
system and FSCC have agreed upon.  Interested students must see their high school guidance counselor before 
enrolling in a course for dual enrollment credit.  Students must also meet prerequisites that both the high school and 
FSCC require (including an unweighted GPA of 3.0 or higher and acceptable attendance), officially enroll in FSCC, 
and pay required tuition for course(s) at the beginning of the semester.  A complete listing of eligible courses can be 
obtained from the high school guidance counselor or the Instructional Support page of the Baldwin County Schools 
website (www.bcbe.org). 

 

 AP English Literature and Composition - Taught on High School Campus 

AP English Literature is a dual enrollment class offered to seniors on each high school campus, and is 
taught by high school instructors who qualify as adjunct professors of Faulkner State Community College.  
Students electing to participate in dual enrollment AP English Lit will receive 3 college credit hours for 
English Composition I (Eng 101) and 3 college credit hours for English Composition II (Eng 102). All 6 credit 
hours must be paid for at the beginning of the semester. 
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Dual Enrollment During 4th Block, After School Hours, or During the Summer 

Eligible students may also earn dual enrollment credit by attending Faulkner State Community College at the 
following times: 

� leave the high school campus at 1:30 p.m. or at the beginning of fourth block (seniors only) 
� after school hours   
� during the summer. 

 
 

EARLY COLLEGE ENROLLMENT PROGRAM (ECEP) 
with Faulkner State Community College 

 
The Alabama State Department of Education has authorized the establishment of the Early College Enrollment 
Program (ECEP) offered through Faulkner State Community College.  ECEP is a program designed to increase the 
number of skilled workers in the Alabama labor force.  Qualifying high school juniors and seniors in the Baldwin 
County School System are allowed to participate in this program, earning college credits at the same time they are 
earning an Alabama High School diploma. 
 
ECEP is not an early graduation program.  ECEP accommodates students who wish to enroll in courses leading to 
and/or providing 1) a terminal two-year career/technical degree; 2) college credits for programs in the career/technical 
fields; or 3) credit hours applicable toward a college degree.  ECEP students may choose from most of Faulkner�s 
Associate in Applied Science and Certificate Program classes. (Nursing, drafting, and surgical fields are excluded).  
Students will complete all classes at Faulkner State Community College.   
 
 

Requirements for Entry into ECEP 
 

1. Students must be in 11th or 12th grade. 
2. Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5. 
3. Students must take a minimum of 12 credit hours per semester at FSCC. 
4. Students must have passed all portions of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam. 
5. Students must have earned one of the following:  (a) a minimum score of 20 on the English and math subtests of 

the ACT, (b) a minimum score of 480 on the English and math subtests of the SAT-1, or (c) a passing score (as 
determined by FSCC) on the COMPASS or an equivalent test. Students entering through COMPASS testing 
should take the ACT no later than fall of their senior year in order to be eligible for scholarships. 

6. Students must show an aptitude for their selected area of training offered in ECEP. 
7. Student must declare a career/technical major at FSCC. 
8. Students and their parent(s) must successfully complete an interview.  The interview committee will consist of 

representatives from FSCC and the Baldwin County Public School System.  The interview committee will decide 
which students may participate in ECEP. 

9. Students must have acceptable attendance at the base school to be eligible. 
 
 

BCBOE Requirements for Participation in ECEP 
 

1. Students must not be excessively absent from their ECEP classes.  Attendance will be closely monitored by 
FSCC and reported to registrars at the base high schools.  Excessive absences will result in dismissal from 
ECEP.  Students will not be re-enrolled in local high schools until the new term begins. Credits earned through 
ECEP may or may not transfer back to the base school. Any accepted credits will count towards Alabama High 
School Diploma requirements. 

2. Students, parents, the base high school principal, and the Superintendent must sign the Transportation 
Agreement Form before participation in ECEP begins. 

3. Students who take part in extracurricular and after-school activities at their base schools must comply with the 
BCBOE student dress code when they are on campus.  These students must also check-in with the office before 
participating in extracurricular activities. 

4. It is the responsibility of the parent and the student to maintain consistent communication with the base school. 
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HIGH SCHOOL EARLY EXIT 
Guidelines 

Board Approved:  August 18, 2005 
 
*Only at the end of the first term of the senior year, but no earlier than the student�s 17th birthday, may a student elect 
to exit high school early if the following criteria are met: 
 
1. The High School Early Exit application form must be completed and on file at the school.  The student must 

complete Section I of the form by the end of the junior year and return it to their counselor.  Application forms are 
available from high school counselors or online at www.bcbe.org. 

 
2. The student must meet all graduation requirements, including passing all parts of the Alabama High School 

Graduation Exam. 
 
3. The student must have completed all coursework through one or a combination of the following three methods: 

a. Dual enrollment with Faulkner State Community College, or any other institution with whom the Board of 
Education has a dual enrollment agreement  

b. The FOCI summer school, and 
c. Courses on the high school campus during the regular school day. 

 
4. The student must provide to the counselor one of the following documents before exiting high school: 

a. Letter of acceptance to a postsecondary institution, 
b. Letter of acceptance to the military, or 
c. Letter from employer verifying employment in the workplace.   

 
The following guidelines should be considered as students and parents consider the High School Early Exit 
opportunity.   
 
1. Following the completion of Section IV of the High School Early Exit application form, the student will be 

considered an alumnus, and therefore, will not be permitted to participate in any extracurricular activities, with the 
following exceptions: prom, senior honors program, and graduation ceremonies and prom. Early exit students 
may not re-enroll in high school. 

 
2. Students who exit early will not be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian, nor either of the distinction 

endorsement diplomas.  In addition, no high school master schedules will be adjusted to accommodate a student 
who wishes to exit early.  Therefore, an Alabama High School Diploma may be the only option for early exit 
students. 

 
*Every child between the ages of seven (7) and sixteen (16) years shall be required to enroll in school and to 
attend for the entire length of each scholastic year.  Legal Reference:  Laws of Alabama Relating to Education, 
Title 16-28-3.  

 
SENIOR EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM 

 
Certain senior students who are on track to meet the requirements for a diploma may be dismissed early from 
school during first and second terms.  To be eligible, the student will provide either documentation of enrollment 
in a postsecondary institution or a letter from an employer verifying employment. The student and his/her 
parent/guardian will meet with the school counselor prior to the beginning of term to discuss eligibility and 
requirements. The early dismissal must be with the written consent of the student�s parent/guardian and school 
principal.  A permission form that documents student�s participation in the Senior Early Release Program must 
be kept on file in the counselor�s office.  The permission form requires signatures from the student, parent, 
counselor and principal. 

 
Students who participate in the Senior Early Release Program must have passed all portions of the Alabama 
High School Graduation Exam. 

 
Students who participate in the Senior Early Release Program may leave after second block. 

 
Students who participate in the Senior Early Release Program may not return to the school campus during 
regular school hours. However, students may return after school to participate in extracurricular activities. 

 
 



 22  

IMPACT 
 

IMPACT (Improving Motivation, Performance, and Achievement through Computer Technology) is a computer-based, 
self-paced program offered for identified at-risk high school students at the two career technical centers. IMPACT is 
designed to keep at-risk students in school. Students follow a referral process and must meet certain criteria before 
they are accepted into the program. Courses are aligned with State Courses of Study and with the Alabama High 
School Graduation Exam (AHSGE). Each site has one teacher-facilitator and one computer aide. The maximum 
enrollment is 38 students�19 in the morning and 19 in the afternoon at each site. Eligible students must be enrolled 
in grades nine through twelve and have at least a 6th grade reading level. Bus transportation from all area high 
schools is provided. Students earn Carnegie units and are provided remediation for the AHSGE. 
 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 

Daphne High School and Fairhope High School house the International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme for Baldwin 
County Public Schools.  The IB Programme is a rigorous 11th and 12th grade series of coursework designed to meet 
the needs of highly motivated secondary students and to promote international understanding.  The International 
Baccalaureate organization in Geneva, Switzerland directs an international curriculum that is recognized by 
educators, colleges, and employers around the world as a standard of excellence.  The student who completes the IB 
Programme demonstrates a strong commitment to learning, both in the mastery of subject content and the 
development of skills and discipline necessary for success in a competitive world.   

IB classes at Daphne High and Fairhope High began in the Fall of 2008.  Students from any Baldwin County public 
high school are eligible to apply for this program.  Informational meetings will be scheduled throughout the county for 
parents and students seeking more in-depth information.  It is suggested that underclassmen anticipating applying for 
the IB Programme take the most advanced level courses available at their schools.  For more information, contact the 
IB Coordinators at Daphne High and Fairhope High.  
  

NINTH GRADE SUCCESS ACADEMY 
 
The first year of high school is the most difficult for many students.  As they face social, emotional, and intellectual 
challenges, many 9th graders are overwhelmed, confused, and feel alone.  Some will experience declines in grades, 
attendance, and behavior.  Many studies indicate that a typical high school dropout experiences these declines 
before completing the 9th grade year. Baldwin County Board of Education has implemented 9th Grade Success 
Academies in most high schools to provide a solid foundation for students entering high school.   
 
The 9th Grade Success Academy is designed to ease the transition from smaller middle schools to larger high 
schools.  The framework for the Success Academy is based on a �school within a school� model.  Ideally , 9th graders 
are placed on teams, and each team of students is taught by a group of core teachers.  This approach allows 
teachers to foster a sense of belonging among students.  Additionally, a high school counselor is assigned to work 
exclusively with 9th graders in each academy.  The counselor is tasked with monitoring student progress and 
providing services including CareerCruising instruction to all 9th grade students.  Finally, a social worker, dedicated to 
working with 9th graders, works closely with the 9th grade counselor and academy teachers to ensure that necessary 
home interventions take place. 
 
To promote 9th grade success, the Division of Instructional Support requires that all freshmen take a course entitled 
Leadership Skills Development.  The content of this course was selected to maximize student success in high school, 
leading to a decline in the dropout rate in Baldwin County. 
 
Leadership Skills Development 
9900 Leadership          1 term/1 credit 
SDE#990150          Grade:  9 
 
The purpose of this course is to teach leadership skills, communication skills, problem solving, decision making, 
group dynamics, teamwork, time and stress management, conflict resolution, anger management, public speaking, 
and other group processes.  After successfully completing this course, the student will demonstrate: 
 

1. Understanding of basic concepts of leadership, the role of leadership responsibility and hazards and its 
relationship to the total school 

2. Techniques and methods for planning 
3. Knowledge of self and skill in leading others 
4. Knowledge of and skill in the use of techniques of group dynamics 
5. Goal-setting for personal development and wellness and develop a plan for achieving set goals 
6. Career awareness through career exploration activities 
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7. Advanced knowledge and competency in communication skills and techniques 
8. Problem-solving skills through the use of a variety of leadership styles 
9. Knowledge and skill in team-building techniques 

10. Understanding of organizational theory, motivational strategies, coping with change, and conflict resolution 
theory. 

 
SUMMER SCHOOL/NIGHT SCHOOL 

 
Students must seek advisement from their guidance counselor before planning to enroll in summer school or night 
school.  Specific procedures must be followed to receive credit for any course taken outside the regular day program 
and limitations do apply.  Students in grades 9-11 may earn a maximum of 10 high school credits per year. Students 
in grade 12 may earn up to 12 credits per year through summer school, night school, or credit recovery.  

 
Tuition is charged for both summer school and night school.  Students are required to wear uniforms during summer 
school. 
 
Summer School 
 
The Baldwin County School System provides a summer school opportunity so that students in grades 9-12 may have 
the following choices: 
 
1. Students may take a course they have failed. 

 
• A student who fails both 9-week periods of a course during the regular school year must make up both 

9-week periods in summer school. The final grade will be determined the same way it is determined 
during the regular school year.  Conclusion: A student who must attend both 9-week periods of 
summer school for one course must have a composite summer school passing grade to receive 
credit for the course. 

 
• A student who fails one 9-week period of a course during the regular school year and fails the term, must 

make-up only the 9-week period he/she failed.  Conclusion:  A student who makes up one 9-week 
period of summer school for a course must have a passing grade for that 9-week period to receive 
credit for the course. 

 
2. Students may take certain electives that they have not taken previously.  Interested students should see their 

counselors to determine what courses will be available and who may take them. 
 
Course offerings are dependent upon student enrollment.  Students should see their counselor for details that will be 
sent as soon as plans are finalized. 
 
The summer school site is rotated among the high schools.  Transportation is available at designated pick-up sites 
around the county.  These pick-up sites are publicized prior to summer school. Please call your local school for 
information. 
 
 
Night School 
 
Night school is held both semesters at Robertsdale High School. Students may attend either of the two semesters 
and may only take courses they have failed. 
 
The same rules for summer school make up of credits apply in night school.  Refer to summer school item #1 listed 
above for details.  In night school, if a student needs to take both 9-weeks of a course, a student must complete both 
9-weeks in the same term to earn one credit. 
 
Coursework offerings are limited to regular level work and do not include any honors, AP, or IB courses. 
 
No transportation is available for night school attendance. 

 
 
 



 24  

CREDIT RECOVERY 
 
In May 2008, the Alabama State Department of Education adopted the First Choice Initiative.  One of the goals of this 
initiative is to enhance opportunities for high school students to graduate in a timely manner.  First Choice allows 
local school boards to adopt policies and procedures that allow students who have failed core courses (courses 
required for graduation) an opportunity to make-up only the standards and objectives the student did not master.  
This approach, known as Credit Recovery, allows students to makeup non-mastered standards without repeating the 
entire course. Baldwin County Public School students may participate in credit recovery by adhering to the guidelines 
outlined below. 
 
Any student failing one or more core courses in grades 9-12 may apply for admission to the Credit Recovery 
Program.  Credit recovery coursework and assessments are provided through a software program purchased by the 
Baldwin County Board of Education. The courses in the software package are aligned to the Alabama Courses of 
Study provided by the Alabama State Department of Education.  Students who apply for admission and who are 
accepted into the Credit Recovery program must adhere to a contract that is collaboratively reviewed and signed by 
the student, parent/guardian, counselor, and principal.  The contract outlines the guidelines for participation in the 
Credit Recovery Program.    
 
 
Student Eligibility, Admission, and Removal 
 

• Students who earned a final grade between 40% - 59% in a core course are eligible for Credit Recovery.  
Students in grades 9-11 may earn a maximum of 10 credits per academic year.  Students in grade 12 may 
earn a maximum of 12 credits per academic year.  Exceptions for 12th graders may be granted by the 
Director of Instructional Support.   

• Students must complete the Credit Recovery Contract form.  Parent/guardian and student signatures on the 
form signify agreement with the terms of the Credit Recovery program.  Additionally, the parent/guardian 
and student must participate in an interview with the counselor in order to review program goals and 
requirements. 

• Credit Recovery is not tied to regular seat hours, with the exception of students with excessive absences.  
• Excessive absences (as defined by the Baldwin County Board of Education Attendance Policy), disruptive 

behaviors that interfere with the learning of others, and/or abuse of technology privileges as outlined in the 
district Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy will result in student removal from the Credit Recovery 
Program.   

• Students who are caught cheating will have their final grade reduced by one letter grade.  A second incident 
of cheating will lead to the student�s removal from the program. 

• Students will not be dismissed from the Credit Recovery Program until the appropriate number of lessons 
and mastery tests have been completed at the required accuracy. 

 
 
Credit Recovery Curriculum 
 
The Credit Recovery Program curriculum will be delivered through computer-based instructional software.  Students 
who demonstrate proficiency of standards after working through the instructional software program will earn a 
Carnegie Unit and be released from the Credit Recovery Program, regardless of the number of seat hours completed.  
The following guidelines govern student participation in Credit Recovery: 
 
Regular core courses will be offered through Credit Recovery.  No Honors, AP, or IB courses will be included.  The 
following courses are available through the Credit Recovery Program: 

 
Math Science English  Social Studies 
Algebra I Biology English  9 World History 
Algebra IB Physical Science English 10 US History I 
Geometry Earth Science English 11 US History II 
Geometry Concepts II  English 12 Government 
   Economics 
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Awarding of Grades and Credits 
 

If the Student�  Then the Grade Earned 
is 

Completes all lessons at 70% accuracy and 90% accuracy on all tests.   C (70) 
Does not complete plan requirements or earn scores required to receive a letter 
grade, or is removed from the program for contract violations. 

N (no grade) 

 
• Students are required to complete all assigned computer-based instructional modules. 
• Students are required to complete all assigned mastery tests. 
• Recovered credit will be awarded when students have completed all work and time requirements set forth by 

the Credit Recovery Procedures. 
• Recovered credit will be entered on the transcript as repeat attempts and will not replace the previously 

earned grade.  Both grades will be included in the student�s cumulative grade point average. 
 
 

VALEDICTORIAN and SALUTATORIAN SELECTION PROCEDURES 
 
High school students who 1) are seeking either of the Diplomas with Distinction Endorsement, 2) have a minimum 
unweighted GPA of 3.7 in the 18 designated Honors courses, and 3) meet the requirements listed below are 
candidates for valedictorian and salutatorian. 
 
Beginning with the graduating class of 2013 and thereafter, the selection process for the valedictorian and 
salutatorian of each high school will be as follows: 
 
2. To be considered for valedictorian or salutatorian, a student must: pass the 18 required courses as indicated on 

either the Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin County College Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement 
or the Alabama High School Diploma with Baldwin County Preparatory with Distinction Endorsement for 
International Baccalaureate Students descriptions as contained in this Academic Guide. 

 
3. The student with the highest unweighted grade point average (GPA) in the 18 designated Diplomas with 

Distinction Endorsement courses will be the valedictorian.  The student with the next highest GPA in the 18 
designated Diplomas with Distinction Endorsement courses will be the salutatorian. 

 
4. If a tie occurs for valedictorian and/or salutatorian, the following process will be followed: 

a. The students� final numerical averages from the 18 designated Diplomas with Distinction Endorsement 
courses will be used to compute a numerical average. 

b. This numerical average will be rounded to the nearest hundredth (two decimal places).   
c. The student with the highest numerical average will be named valedictorian, and the student with the next 

highest numerical average will be named salutatorian. 
 
5. Residency Requirement: (Effective with the class of 2008) 

To be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian, out-of-system transfer students must be enrolled in the current 
high school for their last four terms (all of their junior and senior years).   
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ENGLISH 
 

The goal of the 9-12 English program is for all Baldwin County students to achieve English language literacy through 
reading, literature, writing, language, research, inquiry, oral and visual communication. This is accomplished through 
a sequential, comprehensive curriculum that develops lifelong, critical thinkers who approach problem solving with 
confidence. The English program is planned so that at each grade level the preceding concepts are enlarged upon, 
strengthened, and enriched. High school students grow significantly as writers, readers, and researchers as they 
progress from ninth grade to twelfth grade. They continue to develop physically, emotionally, and intellectually as well 
as strive to express their individuality and achieve greater independence. Mastery of English language arts skills at 
the high school level, along with skills and knowledge gained from other content areas, enables students to transition 
successfully from high school to postsecondary education or to the working world.  
 
Grades 9-12 English courses offered by the high schools of Baldwin County are developed to meet the needs and 
interests of all students and include content standards from the Alabama Course of Study English Language Arts. 
Content is carefully aligned with the national Standards for the English Language Arts published by the National 
Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association. The English curriculum is aligned with the 
grammar and literature textbooks, the Course of Study, and all state assessments. Different levels of English are 
offered, and placement in these levels is the responsibility of the school.  In the four units of required English, 
students are involved in the study and practice of writing/composition, reading, listening, speaking, viewing, and 
presenting. Emphasis is upon demonstration of language and reading skills as presented in the writing of sentences, 
paragraphs, and other types of composition.  Students conduct individual research using all aspects of the research 
process. An effective blend of literature and writing is included. Vocabulary gained through reading and word study is 
incorporated into required compositions. All supplemental reading selections must be from the county approved 
reading list or receive approval from the Division of Instructional Support.    
 

English Grade 9 
 
Ninth graders are gaining greater social independence while continuing to need guidance in developing personal and 
academic potential as they achieve higher levels of ability in reading, speaking, and writing. These students are 
moving from purely personal reactions to literature to critical responses. A variety of learning activities is employed to 
address different learning styles and to actively engage all students in learning. By increasing the level of 
expectations in language use, ninth graders strengthen their foundation in all English language arts strands. They 
become more strategic in their approach to reading increasingly complex selections. While the focus in reading is on 
world literature, students learn to synthesize information from texts as they extend skills to content-area texts. 
Similarly, students expand their control of the writing process and manage the research process to support a thesis 
on a topic of personal interest and increase their media literacy by becoming more strategic consumers of oral and 
visual information. 

 
English 9 

7104 English 9          1 term/1 credit 
 SDE# 230101         Grade 9 
 

Students study all content standards in the current Alabama Ninth Grade English Language Arts Course of 
Study and read supplementary selections. 

 
English 9 Honors 
 7100 English 9 Hon        1 term/1 credit 

SDE# 230102         Grade 9 
 

Students study all content standards in the current Alabama Ninth Grade English Language Arts Course of 
Study and read supplementary selections. This course requires more independent reading, additional 
writing, and provides less review than English 9. 
 

English Grade 10 
 
Tenth graders are exploring potential careers and continuing to establish values and form cultural and personal 
identities. Their experiences broaden to include new activities such as working and driving. Classrooms that are rich 
in many kinds of activities encourage the growth students need and want. Such activities emphasize vocabulary 
development, critical thinking, reading, writing for various purposes, study skills, research, and appropriate language 
usage. Tenth graders study American literature to 1900 and world literature that influenced the development of 
American literature. The study of American writing and its background helps students relate literature to the historical 
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period being studied in social studies. Biographies, autobiographies, historical novels, political writings, short stories, 
and poetry are read as classroom or independent study activities that familiarize students with authors and literary 
development while reinforcing reading skills. Students enrolled in this class must have successfully completed 
English 9. 
 
English 10  

7105 English 10         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 9 diploma requirement.   Grade 10  
SDE# 230101 

 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Tenth Grade English Course of Study and 
read supplementary selections. 

 
English 10 Honors 

7101 English 10  Hon        1 term/1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 9 diploma requirement.   Grade 10 
SDE# 230102 

 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Tenth Grade English Course of Study and 
read supplementary selections. Students are expected to have achieved a mastery of mechanics that will 
facilitate more writing, editing, and revising. 

 
English Grade 11 

 
Eleventh graders are beginning to make important life decisions. While these students are growing in confidence, 
they require guidance to prepare for the challenges of future life choices. As in earlier grades, consideration of 
individual learning styles is important, and diverse learning experiences assist students in raising their level of written 
and spoken communication. As students read primarily twentieth and twenty-first century American literature, they 
write responses to literary selections and participate in group discussions at ever-increasing levels of sophistication. 
Furthermore, students continue to develop confidence in their language skills as they make speeches, practice 
interview skills, edit the work of peers, and conduct research. They become more proficient readers as they focus on 
American literature and gain a deeper understanding of America�s diversity, heritage, and place in the modern world. 
Students enrolled in this class must have successfully completed English 9 and 10. 
 
 
English 11  

7106  English 11         1 term/1 credit  
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 10 diploma requirement.   Grade 11 
SDE# 230101 

 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Eleventh Grade English Course of Study 
and read supplementary selections. 

 
English 11 Honors 

7119  English 11 Hon        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 10 diploma requirement.   Grade 11 
SDE# 230102 
 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Eleventh Grade English Course of Study 
and read supplementary selections. Students are expected to demonstrate a mastery of grammar usage 
and mechanics and to continue developing their writing skills. 
 

Advanced Placement (APfi) English Language and Composition 
7102 Eng Lang & Comp AP        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 10 diploma requirement.   Grade 11 
SDE# 230104         Fee: $20.00 

 
This course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advanced Placementfi English Language  
and Composition exam.  An Advanced Placement course in English Language and Composition includes 
both the reading and analysis of varieties of prose and the study of the process of writing.  Students will 
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study examples of prose from various fields and periods that will serve as models of effective styles, and the 
course will offer a variety of writing assignments calling for the use of different styles or tones.  Through such 
study and practice, students gain an understanding of the principles of effective writing and become effective 
writers themselves.  Stylistic development is nurtured by emphasizing the following: 

 
• A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
• A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination; 
• A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, 

transitions, and emphasis; 
• A balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and 
• An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving 

appropriate diction and sentence structure. 
 

Throughout the study, the focus will be on the surface features of the text and on the underlying 
assumptions that inform it.  Teachers of AP English Language and Composition course assume that 
students already understand and use standard English grammar.  The intense concentration on language 
use in this course should enhance their ability to use grammatical conventions both appropriately and with 
sophistication as well as to develop stylistic maturity in their prose. 
Students enrolled in this course are encouraged to take the College Board Advanced Placement 
Examination.  Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this exam.  Find 
colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
English Grade 12 

 
Twelfth graders are at pivotal points in their lives. They are nearing the independence of adulthood and making many 
important decisions concerning their lives after high school. Academically, these students are deepening their 
appreciation of literature, becoming selective viewers of nonprint media, and are realizing the valuable role good 
written and oral communication skills play in their lives. While most students at this level have mastered a majority of 
English language arts concepts, they continue to require guidance in further developing their skills. Students at this 
grade level are expected to conduct research and present findings in a scholarly fashion. Their overall grasp of the 
tenets of grammar and the writing process approaches the level necessary for adulthood, and students are 
developmentally ready to explore British literature. Students are responsible for collaborative and independent work 
in all facets of their language arts studies. The twelfth-grade content standards are the culminating point of a 
curriculum designed to prepare students to function as self-directed, lifelong learners and effective communicators in 
their future roles in society. Students enrolled in this class must have successfully completed English 9, 10, and 11. 
 
English 12  

7107  English 12          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 11 diploma requirement   Grade 12 
SDE# 230101 
 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Twelfth Grade English Course of Study and 
read supplementary selections. 

 
English 12 Honors 

7120 English 12 Hon        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 11 diploma requirement   Grade 12 
SDE# 230102 
 
Students study all content standards in the current Alabama Twelfth Grade English Language Arts Course of 
Study and read supplementary selections. Students are expected to demonstrate a mastery of grammar 
usage and mechanics and to continue developing their writing skills. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) English Literature and Com position 

7103 Eng Lit & Comp AP         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the English 11 diploma requirement   Grade 12 
SDE# 230104         Fee: $20.00 

 
This course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advanced Placementfi English Literatu re 
and Composition exam. In an Advanced Placement course in English Literature and Composition, students 
are involved in both the study and practice of writing and the study of literature. They learn to use modes of 
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discourse and to recognize the assumptions underlying various rhetorical strategies. Through speaking, 
listening, and reading, but chiefly through the experience of their own writing, students become aware of the 
resources of language:  connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax, and tone. 

 
Writing assignments focus on the critical analysis of literature and include essays in exposition and 
argument; personal narrative and the writing of stories, poems, or plays are also appropriate.  Although 
much of the writing in the course is about literature, speaking and writing about different kinds of subjects 
further develop the student�s sense of how style, subject, and audience are related. The desired goals are 
the honest and effective use of language and the organization of ideas in a clear, coherent, and persuasive 
way. 

 
Students are engaged in the careful reading of literary works. Through such study they sharpen their 
awareness of language and understanding of the writer�s craft. They develop critical standards for the 
independent appreciation of any literary work, and they increase their sensitivity to literature as shared 
experience. To achieve these goals, students study the individual work, its language, characters, action, and 
themes. They consider its structure, meaning, and value in its relationship to contemporary experience as 
well as to the time in which it was written. 

 
Students read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work�s complexity, to absorb its 
richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to 
considering a work�s literary artistry, students consider the social and historical values it reflects and 
embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context provide a foundation for 
interpretation, whatever critical perspective is brought to bear on the literary works studied. 

 
Students intensively study a few representative works from several genres and periods. They concentrate 
on works of recognized literary merit, worthy of scrutiny because their richness of thought and language 
challenges the reader. 

 
Students enrolled in this course are encouraged to take the College Board Advanced Placementfi 
Examination. Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this exam. Find 
colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp.  

 
MATHEMATICS 

 
As the range of career choices for students broadens, the mathematics program in Grades 9-12 is both rigorous and 
comprehensive to provide students with the mathematical power necessary to meet the needs of these careers.  
Whether planning to pursue postsecondary education or to enter the workforce, all Alabama students must earn four 
credits in mathematics, including Algebra I and Geometry.  Students are encouraged to go beyond basic 
requirements, enrolling in courses above the level of Geometry with the goal of reaching their maximum potential.  
Selection of courses should be given careful consideration.  Since mathematics courses are sequentially structured, 
adherence to prerequisites is essential. 
 
Foundations 

7306 Foundations                          1 term/1 non-math elective credit 
SDE# 990150                  Grade 9 

 
Foundations is a course designed to meet the needs of students who have difficulty mastering the Algebra I 
content in the 9th grade.  In contrast to the content taught in Algebra I, the focus of Foundations is to 
remediate students on the numerical and algebraic prerequisite skills needed in order to successfully 
complete their Algebra I requirement.  Students unable to progress to Part B of Algebra for Mastery may be 
placed in a Foundations class during the second quarter.  Various forms of assessment data may be used to 
place 9th grade students in this course. Students who successfully complete Foundations will be awarded an 
elective credit.  Foundations may NOT count as a math credit for graduation. Foundations is NOT 
recognized by NCAA for eligibility. 

 
Algebra for Mastery (A4M)      See following chart  for credits 
 7321 Alg for Mastery        Grade 9 
 SDE# 270404 

           
Most Baldwin County high schools offer a program called Algebra for Mastery, which allows students to 
progress through the Algebra I course after being taught the content and demonstrating mastery of particular 
topics.  Each student�s progression through the program is determined by his/her performance, therefore 
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those completing the Algebra for Mastery program have many opportunities for acceleration as well as 
remediation.  High schools use middle school assessment data to place 9th graders in the most appropriate 
course to meet their 9th grade math requirement, whether it is the Algebra for Mastery program, Algebra I or 
Algebra IA and IB. Students who complete Algebra for Mastery in six to eight sessions will be awarded credit 
for Algebra IA and Algebra IB.   

 
 (1 session = 4 ‰ weeks) 
 

 
Complete A4M 
in�  

Award credit 

for�  

 
Required for these 
diplomas 

Student proceeds to �  

4 sessions 
(by Christmas) 

Algebra I College Prep and both 
Distinction diplomas 

2nd term - Geometry, other core 
course, or elective 

 
5 sessions 

 
Algebra I 

College Prep and both 
Distinction diplomas 

Geometry or Freshman Seminar 
(course # 7125) taught by A4M 
teacher ** 

 
6 sessions 

Algebra IA &  
Algebra IB 

Standard and Advanced 
Diplomas 
 

Algebra I enrichment taught by A4M 
teacher(s) 

 
7 sessions 

Algebra IA &  
Algebra IB 

Standard and Advanced 
Diplomas 
 

Algebra I enrichment taught by A4M 
teacher(s) 

8 sessions 
(Whole Year) 

Algebra IA &  
Algebra IB 

Standard and Advanced 
Diplomas 
 

Fall term � Geometry or Geometry 
Concepts I 

 
** High School Principals may decide which to offer during the last three sessions � Geometry, Freshman 
Seminar, or both courses � depending on the needs o f the students and the school.  Freshman Seminar is a 
non-math elective credit which includes math and/or interdisciplinary enrichment activities and is taught by 
an A4M teacher. 

 
Students may complete their Algebra I diploma requirement in one of two ways: 

1. By earning credit for Algebra I or 
2. By earning credits for Algebra IA and IB. 
 

As described below, the mathematics content is the same, but the method of completing the content is different.  The 
mathematics content involves an in-depth study of algebraic concepts and the real number system.  It reinforces the 
concepts presented in earlier math courses and permits students to explore new, more challenging mathematical 
content, which prepares them for further study in mathematics.  
 
Algebra I 

7307 Algebra I               1 term/1 credit 
SDE# 270404               Grades 9-11 

 
Students study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Algebra I. 
Note: This course will satisfy the Algebra I requirement for all diplomas. Students taking Algebra I in the 8th 
grade may take this course however, enrollment signifies that only the credit for the 9th grade class will 
appear on the transcript and only the grade earned in the 9th grade course be used for any transcript 
calculations. Students awarded credit for Algebra IA and IB man not take this course. 
 
Credit for course 7307 will be awarded for  
1.  Students who successfully complete Algebra I in the 8th grade and do not take it in the 9th grade,  
2.  Students who successfully complete Algebra for Mastery in at most five sessions, and  
3.  Students who successfully complete the course in the high schools where it is offered. 
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Algebra IA  
7302  Algebra IA              1 term/1   credit 
SDE# 270220         Grades 9-11 

 
Algebra IB 

7303  Algebra IB, Prerequisite:  Algebra IA       1 term/1 credit  
SDE# 270230              Grades 9-11 

 
Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Algebra I. Students 
who successfully complete both Algebra 1A and Algebra 1B will receive two math credits and meet the 
Algebra I state requirement. Students awarded credit for Algebra I may not take Algebra IA or Algebra IB. 

 
Students may complete their Geometry diploma requirement in one of two ways: 

1. By earning credit for Geometry or 
2. By earning credit for Geometry Concepts I and Geometry Concepts II. 

 
As described below, the mathematics content is the same, but the method of completing the content is different.  The 
mathematics provides students with knowledge about shapes and properties and assists with the development of 
spatial sense, critical for further study in mathematics and for everyday life.  Emphasis is placed on the power of 
deductive reasoning, expressed either informally or formally in a variety of formats. 
 
Geometry 

7309 Geometry                          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course(s) meeting the Algebra I diploma requirement        Grades 9-12 
SDE# 270408  

 
Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Geometry.  
Note: Students awarded credit for Geometry Concepts I and II may not take Geometry. 

 
Geometry Concepts I 

7315 Geom Concepts I              1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Any course(s) meeting the Algebra I diploma requirement        Grades 10-12 

 SDE# 270260                     Fee:  $5.00 
 
Geometry Concepts II 
 7316 Geom Concepts II              1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite:  Geometry Concepts I             Grades 10-12 
 SDE# 270270               Fee:  $5.00 
 

Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Geometry. Students 
who successfully complete both Geometry Concepts I and Geometry Concepts II will receive two math 
credits and will meet the Geometry requirement for the Alabama High School Diploma. 
Note: Students awarded credit for Geometry may not take Geometry Concepts I or Geometry Concepts II. 

 
Algebraic Connections 
 7319 Alg Connections               1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite:  Any course(s) meeting the Geometry diploma requirement        Grades 10-12 
 SDE# 270403 
 

Algebraic Connections is a course that provides students with a bridge to courses beyond the level of 
Algebra I and Geometry and to the mathematical empowerment needed to make responsible financial and 
economic decisions.  It is designed for students who need additional mathematical experiences prior to 
enrollment in Algebra II, with or without Trigonometry. For some students this may be a culminating 
high school mathematics course. Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama 
Course of Study for Algebraic Connections. Students awarded credit for Algebra II, with or without 
Trigonometry may not take Algebraic Connections. 

  
Algebra II 
 7322 Algebra II               1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite:  Any course(s) meeting the Geometry diploma requirement         Grades: 10-12 
 SDE# 270405 
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Algebra II is a course designed to extend students� algebraic knowledge and skills.  To help students 
appreciate the power of algebra, applications involving real-life situations are incorporated throughout the 
course. Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Algebra II.  
 

Algebra II with Trigonometry 
7308  Alg II/Trig            1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite: Any course(s) meeting the Geometry diploma requirement        Grades 10-12 
SDE# 270320 
 
Algebra II with Trigonometry focuses on problem-solving skills that use a variety of methods to encourage 
the development of improved communication skills and foster a deeper understanding of the content area.  
In order to provide students with an appreciation of the power of algebra, applications involving real-life 
situations are incorporated throughout the course. Students will study all the content standards in the current 
Alabama Course of Study for Algebra II with Trigonometry. Although this course is valuable for all students, 
it is strongly recommended for students who intend to pursue postsecondary studies. 

 
Algebra III with Statistics 

7311  Alg III/Stat           1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II with Trigonometry         Grades 10-12 

 SDE# 270412 
 

Algebra III with Statistics offer students the opportunity to expand their algebraic knowledge.  It also provides 
a structured introduction to probability and statistics, an important area of emphasis in most postsecondary 
studies.  Given the increased importance of statistics in understanding and evaluating the vast amounts of 
data encountered in everyday life, a strong emphasis is placed on collecting, organizing, analyzing, and 
interpreting data. Students will study all the content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for 
Algebra III with Statistics. This course provides valuable experiences for students who plan to pursue 
postsecondary studies.  It is recommended as a terminal course for students not planning studies in 
mathematics or science-related fields, and as a supplementary course for students planning studies in these 
areas. 

 
Precalculus 
 7310  Precalculus               1 term/1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II with Trigonometry required       Grades 11-12 
                       Algebra III with Statistics recommended 
 SDE# 270350 
 

Precalculus is designed primarily for those students considering careers in mathematical or scientific fields 
of study.  The curriculum is challenging and includes an expanded study of polynomial functions, conic 
sections, logarithmic and exponential equations, and applications of these topics. Students will study all the 
content standards in the current Alabama Course of Study for Precalculus. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) Calculus AB 

7318  AP Calculus AB          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Precalculus required         Grades 11-12 
                      Algebra III with Statistics recommended       Fee: $20.00 

 SDE# 270420 
 

AP Calculus AB is recommended for students who plan to enter an engineering or mathematics program at 
the college or university level.  It includes limits and continuity, derivatives and their applications, integration, 
applications of definite integrals, and other topics. This course requires the use of a graphing calculator. 

 
This course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advanced Placementfi Calculus AB 
exam.  Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this exam.  Find colleges 
with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 
 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) Statistics 

7330  Statistics AP          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II or Algebra II with Trigonometry      Grades 10-12 

 SDE# 270425            Fee: $20.00 
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Four broad conceptual themes are covered in APfi Sta tistics: Exploring data by observing patterns, planning 
a study, anticipating patterns through probability and simulation, and statistical inference. This course 
requires the use of a graphing calculator. The course is designed to prepare students with a wide range of 
math proficiencies to take the APfi Statistics Exam.  Most colleges and universities award credit to students 
who score well on this AP exam. Find colleges with AP credit policy information at 
http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
SCIENCE 

 
The high school science curriculum offers courses for the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills 
necessary for the high technological future today�s students will experience.  Emphasis is placed on the learning of 
science by involving students with �hands-on� and l aboratory experiences.  Educational and occupational 
goals should be carefully considered by all students before selecting their science courses.  Baldwin County Board of 
Education offers the following cores, Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.  A variety of electives are 
offered. The * electives may not be offered at every high school due to availability of human resources, 
facilities, and/or demand. 
 
Biology          1 term/1 credit 

7400 Biology         Grade 9 
SDE# 260131 
 
Biology provides students with general exploratory experiences and activities in the fundamental concepts of 
life and expands the biological concepts that were introduced in elementary and middle school, plus 
presenting additional facts, concepts, and generalizations. Students should use clear and accurate 
language, keep accurate records, make reports, present oral and written projects, and participate in 
discussions regarding the results and conclusions of scientific investigations. 
Students who earn a unit of Biology Honors may not take this course. 

 
Honors Biology         1 term/1 credit 

7402  Biology Hon         Grade 9 
SDE#260141         Fee $15.00 

 
Honors Biology is a survey course of general biology.  Following the Alabama State Course of Study, 
emphasis is placed on cellular biological concepts.  The concepts studied are the same as those covered in 
General Biology but with increased emphasis on more in depth study, open-ended lab activities and higher 
order thinking skills.  Students must be able to read and comprehend scientific information and analyze data 
presented in graphs, table, and other scientific models.  The use of technology and completion of outside 
projects are an important part of honors biology. Students who earn credit for Biology may not take this 
course. 

 
*Aquascience   
 7414 AquaScience        1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite: Any course meeting the Biology graduation requirement  Grades 10-12 
              A physical science course is recommended    Fee:  $15.00 
              Honors Biology recommended 
 SDE#010510 
 

Aquascience introduces students to practical applications of both physical and biological concepts and skills.  
This program places heavy emphasis on integration of knowledge to solve problems and broaden depth of 
understanding about such topics as selective breeding, marine geology, hydrology, and fluid dynamics; 
biogeochemical cycles; and regulation of management of water resources. 

 
Chemistry I          1 term/1 credit 

7405  Chemistry I         Grades 10-12
 Prerequisite:    Any course meeting the Biology graduation requirement  Fee:  $15.00 

SDE#400511 Algebra I and Algebra II 
 
Chemistry provides the basis for students to address consumer, health, safety, environmental, technological, 
societal, and scientific issues on a daily basis.  The content of this course defines the fundamental 
knowledge and skills necessary for students to develop an understanding of the most basic chemistry 
concept associated with structure, form, change, availability, and use of matter and energy.  Laboratory 
observations and experiments are used to explain the methods and mechanisms necessary for chemical 
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changes.  This laboratory-based course encourages critical thinking and the use of basic chemical concepts 
and scientific strategies by students as they learn to make intelligent decisions and solve practical problems.   
 

Chemistry II          1 term/1 credit 
 7416 Chemistry II         Grades 11-12 
 Prerequisite:  Chemistry I        Fee: $15.00 
 SDE#400521 
          

Chemistry II is a second level chemistry course emphasizing chemical kinetics, stoichemistry, periodicity, 
bonding, and thermochemistry.  Throughout the course, heavy emphasis will be placed on problem solving 
and laboratory-based activities.  

 
Earth and Space Science        1 term/1 credit 

7411 Earth & Space Science       Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Physical Science or Chemistry or Physics      

 SDE#400611 
 

Earth and Space Science introduces students to an advanced study of Earth and perspectives of the 
universe from Earth as well as future challenges and technologies required for space exploration. 
 

Environmental Science        1term/1creditt 
7408 Environ Science        Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:   Any course meeting the Biology graduation requirement 
SDE#260614 Physical Science or Chemistry I are recommended     

       
Environmental science is a life science course which emphasizes the study of terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems, environmental issues, techniques of laboratory and field studies, and sources and control of 
pollution.  The importance of environmental study is stressed as it relates to everyday decision making.  
Students will learn about activities in progress to correct past environmental damage and how to protect the 
environment for future generations. 

 
*Forensic Science   
 7426 Forensic Science        1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite: Honors Biology and Chemistry I recommended    Grades 10-12 
 SDE#260616                Fee:  $25.00  
       

The Forensic Science Elective Core focuses on the analysis of evidence collection, the decomposition 
process, crime scenes, skeletal remains, toxicology, and document validity.  Case studies and crime 
scenarios help students understand the implications and complicated issues that are emerging as the 
science of forensics continues to develop. 

 
*Genetics   
 7432 Genetics         1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite:  Honors Biology and Chemistry I recommended    Grades 11-12 
 SDE#260161                Fee:  $15.00  
        

The Genetics elective course focuses on Mendelian genetics, gene structure and function, inheritance 
patterns, genetic abnormalities, biotechnology, and the Human Genome Project. Case studies in 
biotechnology and scenarios in bioethics help students understand the implications and complicated issues 
that are emerging as the science of genetics continues to develop. 

   
Human Anatomy and Physiology       1 term/1 credit 

7404 Anatomy & Phys        Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Honors Biology recommended      Fee:  $15.00 

 SDE#260751 
            
Human Anatomy and Physiology Elective contains content standards relating to the structure and function of 
the components of the human body.  This course emphasizes the structure and function of cells, tissues, 
and organs; organization of the human body; biochemistry; and the skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, 
digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, integumentary, immune, urinary, and reproductive systems. An 
important part of this course is the laboratory setting in which students are encouraged to apply the 
knowledge and processes of science while independently seeking answers to questions of personal interest 



 35  

and importance.  The course is designed for students who have previously taken Honors Biology, and 
particularly those who wish to prepare for a career in medical and allied-health fields.  

  
Marine Science         1 term/1 credit 
 7417 Marine Science        Grades 10-12 
 Prerequisite:  Any course meeting the Biology graduation requirement   Fee:  $15.00 
 SDE#260621  Physical Science is recommended    
  

Marine Science is an introductory course for students interested in the field of Marine Science.  Students will 
gain an appreciation of the balance of natural systems within the context of marine ecosystems.  Students 
will discuss topics of local interest such as marine pollution and over fishing. Students who earn a credit in 
Honors Marine Science may not take this course. 
 

Honors Marine Science           
 7407 Marine Science Hon        1 term/1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Advanced Biology is recommended     Grades 10-12 
         A physical science course is recommended    Fee:  $15.00 
SDE#260621 
 
Honors Marine Science is a course which encompasses physical and chemical dynamics of the marine 
environment, forces affecting the marine environment, taxonomy of marine life forms, and future uses and 
development of the marine and freshwater ecosystems.  Appreciation for the sea and its contributions to all 
living things, an understanding of the importance of the sea to humankind and interrelationships among 
organisms, awareness of dangers to the sea, and the feasibility of increasing food supplies from the sea will 
be addressed during the course. 

 
Physical Science          1 term/1 credit 

7401 Physical Science        Grades 10-12 
SDE#400121 
 
Physical Science is an inquiry-based course that includes basic concepts and skills in chemistry and physics 
that are considered foundational in those disciplines.  This course focuses on scientific facts, concepts, 
principles, theories, and models that are important for scientific literacy.  Laboratory experiences are 
provided for the reinforcement of concepts and for enrichment.  This course is offered in grades 10-12 and 
can be used to satisfy the physical science unit required by the State of Alabama for graduation.  
  

Physics          1 term/1 credit 
7406 Physics         Grades 11-12 
Prerequisites:  Algebra II with Trigonometry      Fee: $15.00 

 SDE#400821   Honors Biology is recommended 
   
Physics is the branch of science that addresses the properties of physical matter, physical quantities, and 
their relationships.  It consists of studies of mechanics, heat, light, sound, electricity, and magnetism. 
Algorithmic problem solving skills are used as well as the understanding and ability to describe and interpret 
quantitative relationships in physics.  This course provides an opportunity for students to expand their 
knowledge of physical phenomena, develop the ability to think critically, and solve practical problems related 
to matter and energy. 
     

*Zoology          1 term/1 credit 
7425 Zoology         Grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Honors Biology       Fee: $15.00 
SDE#260711 
 
Zoology builds on biology with added emphasis on animal taxonomy, basic body plans, symmetry, and 
behavior. The emerging field of bioethics provides information on the proper care and ethical treatment of 
laboratory animals. Laboratory investigations, including dissection as well as computer simulations, provide 
students with adequate exposure to the comparative anatomy of representative animal species. 
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*Advanced Placement (APfi) Biology   
 7430 Biology AP         1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite:  Advanced Biology and Chemistry I     Grades 11-12 
 SDE#260142                Fee:  $20.00  
      

The AP Biology course, as stated in the College Board�s Advanced Placement Program Course Description 
is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors 
during their first year. Three general areas are covered during the one-year course: 
1. Molecules and Cells 
2. Heredity and Evolution 
3. Organisms and Populations 
One of the main goals of AP biology is to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology 
and to help students gain an appreciation of science as a process. The ongoing information explosion in 
biology makes these goals even more challenging. Primary emphasis will be on developing an 
understanding of concepts rather than on memorizing terms and technical details. Therefore, a grasp of the 
major topics of biology; and application of biological knowledge, analytical skills, and critical thinking to 
environmental and social concerns will be stressed. 
Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this AP exam. 
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
*Advanced Placement (APfi) Environmental Science   
 7431 Environ Science AP        1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite:  Honors Biology and Chemistry I     Grades 11-12 
 SDE#260615              Fee:  $20.00  
      

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify 
and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks 
associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. 
 
Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study. 
Yet there are several major unifying constructs, or themes, that cut across the many topics included in the 
study of environmental science. The following themes provide a foundation for the structure of the AP 
Environmental Science course. 
1. Science is a process. 
2. Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes. 
3. The Earth itself is one interconnected system. 
4. Humans alter natural systems. 
5. Environmental problems have a cultural and social context. 
6. Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems. 
 
As a prerequisite, students should complete two years of high school laboratory science (one year of life 
science and one year of physical science, for example, biology and chemistry). Due to quantitative analysis 
that is required in the course, students should also have taken at least one year of algebra. Earth science is 
not required but recommended. 
 
Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this AP exam. 
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
*Advanced Placement (APfi) Chemistry   
 7437 Chemistry AP        1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite:  Chemistry I       Grades 11-12 
 SDE#400522 Algebra II recommended      Fee:  $20.00  
      

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of a first-year college general chemistry course.  
The suggested topics are:  structure of matter, states of matter, reactions, and descriptive chemistry.  The 
required laboratory experience is extensive. Students should obtain a depth of understanding of 
fundamentals and a reasonable competence in dealing with chemical problems. The course will contribute to 
the development of the students’ abilities to think clearly and to express their ideas, orally and in writing, with 
clarity and logic. AP Chemistry differs qualitatively from the usual first secondary school course in chemistry 
with respect to the kind of textbook used, the topics covered, the emphasis on chemical calculations and the 
mathematical formulation of principles, and the kind of laboratory work done by students. Quantitative 
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differences appear in the number of topics treated, the time spent on the course by students, and the nature 
and the variety of experiments done in the laboratory. Students should expect to spend a minimum of 5 
hours per week studying outside of class.  Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score 
well on this AP exam. 
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
*Advanced Placement (APfi) Physics   
 7436 Physics B AP         1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite: Physics        Grades 11-12 
 SDE#400828 Algebra II w/Trig recommended     Fee:  $20.00  
      

AP Physics B includes topics in Newtonian mechanics, fluid mechanics and thermal physics, electricity and 
magnetism, waves and optics, atomic and nuclear physics.  Knowledge of algebra and basic trigonometry is 
required for the course; the basic ideas of calculus may be introduced in connection with physical concepts, 
such as acceleration and work.  Understanding of the basic principles involved and the ability to apply these 
principles in the solution of problems should be the major goals of the course.  This is a laboratory-based 
course and is important in helping students understand the topics being considered. Students should expect 
to spend a minimum of 5 hours per week studying outside of class. 

 
Most colleges and universities award credit to students who score well on this AP exam. 
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

The 2004 Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies provides the basic foundation for the K-12 social studies 
curriculum in our state�s public schools.  The comprehensive document emphasizes responsible citizenship and 
promotes competence in economics, geography, history, and political science.  Reading, writing, and using 
technology are essential elements of all social studies coursework.  The content standards in the course of study 
encourage students to become educated, responsible, and participating citizens at local, national, and international 
levels so that they are knowledgeable of the world and its peoples and can make sound decisions. 
The course requirements are the following: 
 

Grade 9         World History:  1500 to the Present 
Grade 10  United States History to 1877 
Grade 11  United States History from 1877 to the Present 
Grade 12 United States Government/Economics 
 

World History:  1500 to the Present       1 term/1 credit 
 7216  World Hist         Grade 9 
 SDE#450809 
 

Ninth grade students continue the study of world history from 1500 to the present.  They use critical thinking 
skills and analysis to understand global interdependence and the connections among the different peoples 
in the world.  Ninth graders also analyze development and changes in the European, Asian, African, and 
American civilizations and how the interactions of these cultures have shaped today�s world.  By studying 
other cultures, ninth grade students will develop a better understanding of our unique heritage and freedom.  
Geographic concepts increase students� comprehension and understanding of global connections. 
 

Honors World History:  1500 to the Present      1 term/1credit 
 7213  World Hist Hon        Grade 9 
 SDE#450809 
 

This ninth grade world history course is designed for all students. Students will study world history from 1500 
to the present, examining the economic, social, cultural, intellectual, and technological developments that 
have contributed to modern cultures.  Students will utilize critical thinking and analytical skills to learn about 
and compare civilizations that existed from 1500 to the present.  Through historical inquiry, students will 
grow to understand and appreciate how ancient Asian, African, American, and European civilizations have 
influenced modern societies.  This course incorporates relevant primary and secondary sources to develop 
higher-order thinking skills and a greater understanding of the events, movements, and principal themes of 
modern world history. 
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United States History I 
7217 US History I         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#450820         Grade 10 

 
The 10th grade course, United States History to 1877, encompasses a study of five centuries of social, 
economic, geographic, and political development in the United States.  Students follow a chronological study 
of the major events, issues, movements, leaders, and groups of people of the United States from the earliest 
discoveries on the North American continent through Reconstruction, from a national and an Alabama 
perspective.  The use of critical thinking skills will enable students to compare, analyze, and explain events 
and developments. 

Honors United States History I  
 7218 US History I Hon        1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#450820         Grade 10 
 

Covering the historical development of America from the earliest discoveries on the North American 
continent through Reconstruction in 1877, this course involves the intense study of ideas, institutions, 
concepts, and major themes in greater depth than United States History I.  Techniques of historical research 
and writing are provided to prepare students for college and/or AP social studies.  In addition, documents, 
reading materials, and discussion/debate encourage social, geographic, economic, and political literacy in 
compliance with the Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies and the competencies for the AHSGE Social 
Studies subject test.  This course is a required prerequisite for US History AP.     

  
United States History II 

7219 US History II        1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#450821         Grade 11 

 
United States History from 1877 to the Present continues the study begun in the 10th grade.  The course 
begins with the post-Reconstruction United States and its shift into a more industrialized society and 
continues through the 20th century to the present.  Eleventh graders study chronologically major events, 
issues, movements and leaders of the United States from both a national and an Alabama perspective.  
Students should have more fully developed skills in abstract thinking and thus be able to compare, analyze, 
and explain events and developments instead of merely identifying or listing them. 

Honors United States History II 

 7222 US History II Hon        1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite:  Honors US History I       Grade 11 
 SDE#450821 

Advanced United States History II continues the study of American history begun in the 10th grade.  This 
course begins with Reconstruction in 1877 and involves the intense study of ideas, institutions, concepts, 
and major themes in greater depth than United States History II.  Techniques of historical research and 
writing are provided to prepare students for college and/or AP social studies.  In addition, documents, 
reading materials, and discussion/debate encourage social, geographic, economic, and political literacy in 
compliance with the Alabama Course of Study: Social Studies and the competencies for the AHSGE Social 
Studies subject test.  

 

Advanced Placement (APfi) United States History  
7203 US History AP         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Honors US History I       Grade 11 

 SDE#450814         Fee: $20.00 
 

This course involves an intensive study of the major themes of American history and is designed to prepare 
students for the College Board Advanced Placement United State History exam.  It provides the student an 
opportunity to pursue selected areas and concepts in greater depth and develop the ability to read advanced 
level historical works analytically and critically, weigh historical evidence and interpretations, and arrive at 
conclusions on the basis of facts.  Techniques of historical research and writing are emphasized throughout.   
This course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advanced Placement United States 
History exam.   College credit and/or advanced placement credit may be granted at the discretion of the 
student�s college.  
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 
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United States Government and Economics 
 7210 Govt/Econ         1 term/1 credit 

SDE#451004         Grade 12 
 

United States Government and Economics are both required semester/quarter courses for all Grade 12 
students.  The goal of United States Government is to encourage the development of civic competence and 
civic participation for all students.  United States Government focuses on the origins, structure, and functions 
of government at all levels in the United States.  This course includes a detailed study of the Constitution 
and its provisions.  Emphasis is placed on intellectual factors that influenced the development of a republic 
based on the rule of law, freedom of opportunity, individual liberty, and representative democracy.  
Economics focuses on the functions and institutions of modern-day economic systems and economic theory.  
Students use the knowledge and analytical thinking skills they learned in previous courses to analyze issues 
and problems in contemporary economic systems and examine the consequences of public policies and 
their impact upon current economic conditions.  Students go beyond the acquisition of facts to develop skills 
for collection, in-depth analysis, and interpretation of important information in both courses. 
 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) Government and Politics wi th Economics   1 term/1 credit 

7208  Gov & Pol AP-Econ        Grade 12 
SDE#451008         Fee: $20.00 

 
Advanced Placement Government and Politics is a course intended for students interested in an extensive 
study of American government.  The course deals primarily with the American governmental system, how it 
operates, and its position in the world community.  The course also examines the alternative systems used 
by other major countries and their relationships with the United States as well as economics topics.  This 
course is designed to prepare students for the College Board Advanced Placement Government and Politics 
exam.  College credit and/or advanced placement credit may be granted at the discretion of the student�s 
college.  
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
Humanities  

7080 Humanities         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#300411         Grades 11-12 

 
This elective course includes the integration of history and literature through the combination of literature, 
music, and art of a selected period.  Students will learn how each discipline is related to the others in the 
context of its time and place.  Students come to have a better understanding of the complex 
interrelationships among various subject disciplines and the arts.  An interdisciplinary study of social 
sciences, anthropology, geography, history, and psychology will also be included. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) World History       1 term/1credit 
 7230  World History AP        Grades 10-12 
 SDE#450846         Fee: $20.00 
 

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global 
processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies. This understanding is 
advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course 
highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as 
comparisons among major societies. The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in 
conjunction with leading interpretive issues and types of historical evidence. The course builds on an 
understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that, along with geography, set the 
human stage. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms an organizing principle for dealing with change and 
continuity throughout the course. Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with the 
consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.  This 
course is open to any 10th-12th grade student for elective credit.  This course is designed to prepare students 
for the College Board Advanced Placement World History exam.  College credit and/or advanced placement 
credit may be granted at the discretion of the student�s college.  
Find colleges with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) European History     1 term/1 credit 
 7228  European History AP       Grades 10-12 
 SDE#450844         Fee: $20.00 
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The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social 
developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. Without this 
knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the 
role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic 
expression and intellectual discourse. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, 
the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an understanding of some of the 
principal themes in modern European History, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical 
interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing.  This course is required for all 
10th grade students in the IB Programme in lieu of Honors US History I.  This course is also open to any 
10th-12th grade student for elective credit.  This course is designed to prepare students for the College Board 
Advanced Placement European History exam.  College credit and/or advanced placement credit may be 
granted at the discretion of the student�s college.  Find colleges with AP credit policy information at 
http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 

 
Contemporary World Issues        1 term/1credit 

7214  Cont Wld Iss        Grades 9-12 
SDE#451014         Fee: $10.00 

 
Contemporary World Issues is an elective course designed to acquaint students with current events of local, 
state, national, and international interest and importance.  Students study, from historical and geographical 
perspectives, key contemporary personalities and current issues and events that impact their lives.  Daily, 
weekly, and monthly news sources and periodicals serve as the primary references for this course.  The 
content standards require students to investigate issues by looking beyond the media presentations.  
Necessary elements for this course include reading and comprehension of graphic materials and media text, 
the writing of expository pieces, and the use of technology. 

  
Psychology 

7212  Psychology         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#420111         Grades 11-12 

 
Psychology is an elective course which acquaints students with psychological theories, principles, and 
practices associated with the five major domains of this field of study:  methods, biopsychological, 
developmental, cognitive, and sociocultural.  This course also includes a study of the history of 
psychological inquiry, methods of scientific research, and topics common to the field of psychology, such as 
human development, sensation and perception, motivation and emotion, states of consciousness, social 
psychology, cognition, intelligence and assessment, personality theories, stress, and a study of mental 
disorders and their treatments.  As a general psychology elective, this course will benefit students as they 
learn how to understand themselves and others.   

 
Western Civilization 

7220  WestCivilization        1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#050100         Grades 11-12 
 

Western Civilization is an elective course that offers a survey of social, intellectual, economic, and political 
developments, which have molded the modern western world.  This course covers the ancient and medieval 
periods and continues to the present.  Students who qualify and participate in the dual enrollment option 
may receive a high school credit for Western Civilization by taking History 101 and 102 at Faulkner State 
Community College. 

 
World Geography         1 term/1credit 
 7225 Geography         Grades 9 � 12 
 SDE#450704 
  

World Geography is divided into two components:  Physical and Human.  Five essential geographic skills 
presented in the national geography standards are included in this course:  asking geographic questions; 
acquiring geographic information; organizing geographic information; analyzing geographic information; 
answering geographic questions.  Students who are knowledgeable about geography observe, understand, 
and appreciate the different relationships that exist among people, places, and environments throughout the 
world.  As the world becomes more complex and interconnected, the need for geographic knowledge, skills, 
and perspective increases among all citizens worldwide.  Students who qualify and participate in the dual 
enrollment option may receive a high school credit for World Geography by taking GEO 100 and GEO 201 
at Faulkner State Community College. 
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Sociology          1 term/1credit 
 7226 Sociology         Grades 11-12 
 SDE#451121 
 
 Sociology is the study of human society that focuses on the formation and action of human groups.  This 

course is a general study of sociology and includes topics such as culture and society, social inequality, 
social institutions, and social change.  To be successful in this course, students should have a general 
knowledge of the world in which they live and an understanding of how individuals interact in various kinds 
of groups.  Students will conduct research, complete in-depth projects, and participate in large- and small-
group discussions.  Using primary sources and technological resources are necessary tools for this class. 

 
ON CAMPUS ELECTIVES 

 
The following is a listing of courses that are typically offered on high school campuses throughout the school district. 
Some courses may not be offered at every school campus due to the distribution of human resources, existing 
facilities, and/or student demand. 
 

FINE ARTS 

 
The arts�dance, music, theatre, and visual arts�are  among our most innate and essential elements of human 
nature.  The arts not only shape and extend our ability to think, manipulate and symbolize our world, but produce high 
levels of productive thinking.  Arts sharpen and extend a person�s ability to express, understand, and absorb feelings 
and ideas essential in our rapidly growing society.  The variety of Fine Arts offered by the high schools in Baldwin 
County will foster creativity across the curriculum. 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
Art I 
 7630  Art I         1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#500703         Grades 9-12 

Fee:  $20.00 
 

Art I is a beginning elective course which provides instruction in basic drawing, painting, printmaking, forms 
of modeling and other areas of crafts.  Evaluation is based on the effort and progress a student makes in 
completing projects and on the quality of the end product.  Students are assessed a fee to help defray the 
cost of materials used in class.  In addition to the fee, students are required to purchase a sketch or drawing 
book and several drawing pencils. 

 
Art II 

7631  Art II          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Art I        Grades 10-12 
SDE#500705         Fee:  $20.00 

 
Art II is a second year elective course designed and recommended for those students who have shown 
promise and interest in art (Art I) and who may wish to pursue some area of art after high school.  Students 
are provided with further experiences in areas introduced in Art I.  Students will focus on production of visual 
relationships; the exploration of techniques, processes, and media; and the study of history, culture, 
aesthetics, and criticism. Students are expected to do some independent art work in Art II.  Students not 
only explore other methods in areas covered in Art I, but they also have an opportunity for greater in-depth 
study. 
 
Evaluation is based on the effort and progress a student makes in completing artwork and on the quality of 
the work completed. Students are also required to purchase a sketch or drawing book and several drawing 
pencils.  At this level, a student may wish to purchase other art materials for personal use.  Students will 
also be required to bring to class certain materials at times for doing special projects. 
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Art III    
7632 Art III             1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Art II or teacher approval      Grades 11-12 
SDE#500708         Fee:  $20.00 

           
Art III is a third year elective course designed and recommended for those students who have shown 
promise and interest in art (Art II) and who may wish to pursue some area of art after high school.  Students 
are provided with further experiences in areas introduced in Art II. Students are directed toward skill 
proficiency and dynamics in individual expression, artistic presentation, and portfolio development. Students 
are expected to do some independent art work in Art III.  Students not only explore other methods in areas 
covered in Art II, but they also have an opportunity for greater in-depth study. 

 
Evaluation is based on the effort and progress a student makes in completing artwork and on the quality of 
the work completed.  Students are assessed a fee to help defray the cost of materials which are used in 
class.  Students are also required to purchase a sketch or drawing book and several drawing pencils.  At this 
level, a student may wish to purchase other art materials for personal use.  Students will also be required to 
bring to class certain materials at times for doing special projects. 

 
Art IV 

7634 Art IV          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Art III or teacher approval      Grade 12 
SDE#500720         Fee:  $20.00 

 
Art IV is a fourth year elective course designed and recommended for those students who have shown 
promise and interest in art (Art III) and who may wish to pursue some area of art after high school.  Students 
are provided with further experiences in areas introduced in Art III.  Portfolio pieces may vary from year to 
year, depending on cost and availability of materials.  Students are expected to do some independent art 
work in Art IV.  Students not only explore other methods in areas covered in Art III, but they also have an 
opportunity for greater in-depth study. 

 
Evaluation is based on the effort and progress a student makes in completing artwork and on the quality of 
the work completed.  Students are assessed a fee to help defray the cost of materials which are used in 
class.  Students are also required to purchase a sketch or drawing book and several drawing pencils.  At this 
level, a student may wish to purchase other art materials for personal use.  Students will also be required to 
bring to class certain materials at times for doing special projects. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) Studio Art 

7633 Art AP (Studio)         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Art II or teacher approval      Grades 11-12 
SDE#500710         Fee:  $20.00 

 
Art III or AP Studio Art will be offered when all Art I and Art II requests have been met.  It is an advanced 
course which provides an intensive study designed for the student who plans an art-related career or elects 
to receive college credit based on the completion of the College Board requirements. Students select a 
concentration area and compile a portfolio of work for presentation.  The portfolio may be general drawings.  
Students are required to keep a portfolio, sketch book, notebook, and a slide set of their work.  Find colleges 
with AP credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 
 

Advanced Placement (APfi) Studio Art 2D 
7635 Art AP (Studio-2D)        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Art III or Art AP (Studio), teacher approval, and portfolio submission Grades 11-12 
SDE#500711         Fee:  $20.00 

 
This course may be offered when all Art I, II, and III requests have been met.  It may be offered as an 
independent study course, depending upon the level of study, expertise, and local school scheduling 
restrictions.  This course is designed for juniors and seniors based on the needs and career goals of the 
student.  Major concentration is guidance to complete the AP portfolio specific guidelines.  The student 
researches, proposes a project, completes the project, and readies it for critique.  Find colleges with AP 
credit policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp. 
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Advanced Placement (APfi) Art History  
 7622 Art History AP        1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite: Art Survey or Art I       Grades 10-12 
 SDE#500726         Fee:    $30.00 
 

AP Art History increasingly emphasizes understanding the work of art in its historical context. Contextual 
issues such as politics, religion, patronage, gender, function, and ethnicity, as well as formal stylistic 
observations, all contribute to understanding the meaning of a work of art for any given historical period. AP 
Art History does not simply ask what a work of art is like or what it means, but how and why the work looks 
the way it does, its particular context, and how and why it has this meaning. Find colleges with AP credit 
policy information at http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp.  
Note: This course is not offered at every high school. This course does not meet the fine art credit 
requirement for graduation. 

 
THEATRE 

 
Theatre I 

7640 Theatre I         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#500561         Grades 10-12 

Fee: $15.00 
 

Participants in this class will be introduced to the basic elements of drama, including a brief history of theater 
and stagecraft techniques used in production.  Students will develop skills in interpretation, appreciation, and 
evaluation through the reading of and participation in scenes, plays, and performances.  The course will 
culminate with a short theatrical performance which incorporates those skills and techniques emphasized in 
this class. 

 
Theatre II 
 7641 Theatre II         1 term/1 credit 
 Pre-requisite: Theatre I         Grades 11-12 
 SDE#500562         Fee:  $15.00 
 

This class will focus on the aspects of play production including the following: elements of playwriting; 
technical requirements such as lighting, sound, set building, costuming; promotion, direction, performance of 
a production, management. 
 

Theatre III 
 7642 Theatre III         1 term/1 credit 
 Pre-requisite: Theatre II        Grades 11-12 
 SDE#500563         Fee:  $15.00 
 

This class will focus deeper into the aspects of play production including the following: elements of 
playwriting; technical requirements such as lighting, sound, set building, costuming; promotion, direction, 
performance of a production, management.  
 
 

Theatre IV 
 7643 Theatre IV         1 term/1 credit 
 Pre-requisite: Theatre III and teacher approval     Grades 11-12 
 SDE#500564         Fee:  $15.00 
 

This class will focus on advanced levels of script writing, directing, and the performance of a production. 
Students are required to work cooperatively in a group setting, yet are able to maintain their independence 
and identity throughout the process. Possession of a solid theatre background, maturity, dependability, 
analytical skills, self-discipline, self-motivation, and focus are required characteristics. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LEVEL I 
 
Band Technique 

7601  Band I         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  One term instrumental music      Grades 9-12 
or Band Director�s recommendation       Fee:  $30.00 

 SDE#500912 
 

The purpose of band technique class is to provide students a means to improve the technical aspects of 
their performance on a musical instrument.  The students will perform major, minor, and chromatic scales, 
rhythm studies, solos, and ensemble studies.  This class will meet every day. 

 
Guitar I 

7608 Guitar I          
 Prerequisite:  Audition required       1 term/1 credit 

SDE#500912         Grades    9-12 
           Fee:     $20.00 
 

The Guitar I class is designed for students who are interested in learning how to play guitar correctly using 
the classical guitar method. Each student will be taught how to play whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, 
eighth notes and sixteenth notes using the rest stroke method of plucking. By the end of the term, students 
will be able to play some major and minor chords and be able to play songs in C major. Each student will 
also be able to tune the guitar efficiently and quickly for playing with a group.  
Note: This course may not be offered at every high school. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LEVEL II 
 

Intermediate Band 
7602  Band II         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  One term instrumental music or Band I      Grade 9 
SDE#500914 or Band Director�s recommendation     Fee:  $30.00 

 
The purpose of intermediate band is to provide further instruction of basic music fundamentals through the 
use of band method books, scale studies, and band compositions.  There will be a minimum number of 
performances for musical growth.  The class meets every day.  After school rehearsals and performances 
are required. 
 

Guitar II 
7610 Guitar II         1 term/1 credit 

 Prerequisite:  Guitar I and audition       Grades    9-12 
SDE#500912         Fee:     $20.00 

            
 

The Guitar II class offers students the opportunity to widen their range of skills in correctly using classical 
guitar playing methods. Sight-reading abilities are strengthened and additional scales and rudiments are 
mastered. Student will increase ability to play in a wide variety of keys. Several performance opportunities 
may be provided.  Note: This course may not be offered at every high school. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LEVEL III AND LEVEL IV 

 
Concert or Symphonic Band 

7605  Band Concert  SDE#500909       1 term/1 credit 
7606 Band Symph     SDE#500911       1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:   Must have participated in the middle school band   Grades 9-12 
  continuously unless approved by Band Director    Fee: $30.00 each 

 
The purpose of varsity band during concert season is to give students an opportunity to express themselves 
as they relate music to their everyday experiences.  Music from all periods of history is covered.  Teaching 
students to examine and explore all the many styles that are available in the music field is one goal of the 
program.  Great emphasis is placed on performance, and perfection of musical fundamentals is of prime 
importance.  This class meets every day with required after school rehearsals and performances. 
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Jazz History and Improvisation 
7603  Band Jazz         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Audition Required       Grades   9- 12 
SDE#500907         Fee:     $20.00 

 
Jazz History and Improvisation is designed to assist students in developing an interest in and respect for 
jazz as an original American art form. This course will also provide hands-on training to students in the field 
of improvisation performance. Class meetings will be split between discussions and in-class performances 
by the students, during which time the instructor can give the students feedback and advice on how to 
further advance their improvisation skills. Students will trace jazz history from its theoretical origins to the 
present and are expected to prepare and perform material covered by the instructor throughout the 
semester. Evaluation in the course will be strongly based on the level of preparation outside of class. 
Students will also be required to complete a jazz transcription project in order to encourage good ear-
training, listening and analysis skills. This class meets every day with required after school rehearsals and 
performances. 

 
Marching Band 

7600  Band March        1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite:   Must have participated in the middle school band    Grades 9-12  
 SDE#500910  continuously unless approved by Band Director   Fee: $30.00 
     

The purpose of varsity band during marching season is to march at varsity football games, attend pep 
rallies, compete in marching contests, participate in local parades, and any other activity approved by the 
school administration and the band director.  A required pre-school marching camp is held to teach students 
marching and musical fundamentals to prepare for half-time performance.  If extra rehearsals are deemed 
necessary by the band director, attendance is required.  This class meets every day during with required 
after school rehearsals and performances. 
 

Marching Auxiliary Band 
7604 March Aux         1 term/1 credit 

 Prerequisite:   Audition         Grades 9-12  
 SDE#500910          Fee: $30.00 
     

The purpose of auxillary band during marching season is to march at varsity football games, attend pep 
rallies, compete in marching contests, participate in local parades, and any other activity approved by the 
school administration and the band director.  A required pre-school marching camp is held to teach students 
marching and musical fundamentals to prepare for half-time performance. Color Guard members are taught 
musical and visual performance skills, dance and movement fundamentals, stretching and endurance skills 
to enhance the visual representation of the music performed by the wind and percussion members for half-
time and other required performances.  If extra rehearsals are deemed necessary by the band director, 
attendance is required.  This class meets every day with required after school rehearsals and performances. 

 
Advanced Placement (APfi) Music Theory    
 7621 Music Theory AP        1 term/1 credit 
 Prerequisite: Symphonic Band or Director�s Approval recommended   Grades 10-12 
 SDE#500952         Fee:    $20.00 
 

Students in this class will work towards a deeper understanding of the various building blocks of music:  
melody, harmony, rhythm, meter, texture and form. Why do pieces based upon Western harmony (including 
most pop music, classical music, jazz and folk music) work the way that they do? Students will strive to 
answer this through development of their written skills (analysis, composition, and notation) and 
musicianship (listening skills, sight-singing and harmonization at the keyboard). This course may involve a 
technology component.  The work in this class is equivalent to that of a first-year college course in music 
theory and culminates in the AP exam. Find colleges with AP credit policies at 
http://apps.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy/index.jsp.   Note: This course may not be offered at every 
high school. This course cannot be used for fine art credit required for graduation. 
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VOCAL MUSIC 
 
Chorus I 

7650  Chorus I         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#500937         Grades 9-12 

Fee:  $20.00 
 

This vocal music level I class allows students to apply prior knowledge as they continue to develop 
fundamental music skills and concepts to meet new challenges.  A variety of music literature is studied, 
including sacred, secular, and popular.  Some performances may be given during the year as indicated by 
the group�s progress. 

 
Chorus II 

7651  Chorus II         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#500939         Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Chorus I        Fee:  $20.00 

 
This vocal music level II class is available to students who are interested in more advanced levels of 
studying music and learning intermediate singing techniques.  Sight-reading abilities are strengthened. 
Students will sing a variety of selections including some in other languages. Some performances may be 
given during the year as indicated by the group�s progress. 

 
Concert Choir 

7652  Chorus III         1 term/1 credit 
SDE# 500941         Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Chorus II or audition        Fee:  $20.00 

 
This special chorus is designed for students who wish to further their musical knowledge and to perform 
quality sacred and secular choral literature.  Performances are given several times a year, and students are 
encouraged to audition for All-State Honor Choir.   
 

Ensemble 
7653  Chorus IV         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#500947         Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Audition required        Fee: $20.00 

 
Ensemble is open by audition only for students with vocal talent who have basic music reading skills.  This 
group is a performance group which functions as a public relations arm of the school to the community.  A 
variety of musical styles and literature is studied, and the student will gain experience in small group singing 
as well as in choreography.  

 
Arts Survey 

7629 Arts Survey         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite: None        Grades 9-12 
SDE#500100 
           
Arts Survey comprehensively introduces students to the four arts disciplines�dance, music, theatre, 
and visual arts�and helps to develop an awareness of the contribut ions artists have made to society 
across the years.  This course provides an overview of each art by surveying all four with students producing 
at least one original project.  Students will produce, respond and understand artistically the meaning of each 
of the four areas of the arts while satisfying the fine arts requirement. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
(Languages Other Than English) 

 
The global demands of the twenty-first century require that today�s schools not only promote the learning of other 
languages, but also promote an understanding of the diverse cultures of the world. The language classroom creates 
a unique opportunity to equip students with the knowledge and skills to meet this challenge. The study of languages 
other then English, when combined with appropriate instruction, will enable students to become language literate, to 
develop their problem-solving and higher-order thinking skills, to broaden their world views, and to obtain a better 
understanding of their own and other cultures. In accordance with Alabama Senate Bill 94, signed into law by 
Governor Bob Riley August 2, 2005, American Sign Language is recognized as a language that meets the 
requirement for two years of study of a foreign language. 
 
 
French I 

71002 French I         1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#160903         Grades 9-12  
 

Listening and speaking are emphasized at the beginning of this course with writing and reading skills added 
as students progress.  Basic vocabulary and grammatical principles are continually stressed.  Controlled 
dialogues provide students with opportunities to communicate in the language.  A study of family life, food, 
and other aspects of French culture is also an integral part of the course. 

 
French II 

71003 French II         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  French I        Grades 10-12 
SDE#160904 
 
This course is a continuation of skills developed in the four language areas, with an increased emphasis on 
reading and writing.  Conversation becomes the major focus in French II.  Students will display increased 
ability to express themselves both orally and in writing.  Content standards allow students to focus on 
gaining facility in handling more advanced elements of communication, broadening insights into other 
cultures as well as their own, and enhancing the connections they make with other disciplines, the 
community, and the world.   

 
French III  

71005 French III         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  French II        Grades 10-12 
SDE#160905 
 
This course will be scheduled depending on a minimum enrollment of fifteen students for each class and 
local school scheduling restrictions.  It is designed for students to continue developing communication 
competence and to build a deeper understanding of the culture.  Students will display increased ability to 
express themselves both orally and in writing.  Students are able to use basic language structures with an 
increased level of accuracy and recombine learned material to express their thoughts.  They study more 
complex features of the language, progressing from concrete to abstract concepts.   
 

French IV 
 71007 French IV         1 term/1credit 
 Prerequisite:  French III        Grades 10-12 
 SDE#160906 
 

This course will be scheduled depending on a minimum enrollment of fifteen students for each class.  For 
fewer than fifteen (15) students, independent studies may be scheduled depending upon level of student 
expertise and local school scheduling restrictions.  Students are introduced to a wide variety of texts that 
employ a greater variety of language as well as cultural references and figures of speech.  Students are able 
to understand materials presented on a variety of topics related to contemporary events and issues in the 
French culture. 
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Spanish I  
71000 Spanish I         1 term/1 credit 

 SDE#160933         Grades 9-12 
 

This course is designed for students of all levels of ability.  Basic pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and 
culture are emphasized throughout the course.  Cultural aspects that reflect characteristics of day-to-day 
living, family, and home life are taught in the target language through music, cartoons, games, mini-dramas, 
audio-visuals, and dialogues illustrating relevant situations. 

 
Spanish II 

71001 Spanish II          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Spanish I        Grades 10-12 

 SDE#160934 
 

This course is a continuation of skills developed in the four language areas, with much emphasis on 
increasing fluency in speaking.  Students will display increased ability to express themselves both orally and 
in writing.  Content standards allow students to focus on gaining facility in handling more advanced elements 
of communication, broadening insights into other cultures as well as their own, and enhancing the 
connections they make with other disciplines, the community, and the world.   

 
Spanish III 

71004 Spanish III        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite: Spanish II    Grades 10-12 

 SDE#160935 
 

This course will be scheduled depending on a minimum enrollment of fifteen students per section and local 
school scheduling restrictions. It is designed for students to continue developing communication 
competence and to build a deeper understanding of the cultures of those who speak Spanish.  Students will 
display increased ability to express themselves both orally and in writing.  Students are able to use basic 
language structures with an increased level of accuracy and recombine learned material to express their 
thoughts.  They study more complex features of the language, progressing from concrete to abstract 
concepts.   

 
Spanish IV 

71006 Spanish IV         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Spanish III        Grades 10-12 

 SDE#160936 
 

This course will be scheduled depending on a minimum enrollment of fifteen students for each class.  For 
fewer than fifteen (15) students, independent studies may be scheduled depending upon level of student 
expertise and local school scheduling restrictions.  Students are introduced to a wide variety of texts that 
employ a greater variety of language as well as cultural references and figures of speech.  Students are able 
to understand materials presented on a variety of topics related to contemporary events and issues in the 
Spanish culture. 

 
 

HEALTH, SAFETY, AND DRIVER EDUCATION 

  
Health and Safety is a course offered in grade 10 to satisfy the Alabama State Department of Education requirements 
for graduation and to offer students a safety education program with the option to attain behind-the-wheel driving 
experience. 

Health and Safety/Driver Education 
7030 Health/Safe   SDE#340131       1 term/1 credit 
7050 Hlth Sf/Dr Ed  SDE#640131       Grade 10 
          Fee: $25.00 

 
This course is designed to provide students with the fundamental knowledge, concepts, and skills needed to 
monitor their health status through a program of wellness and to assist the student in developing the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes for safe and responsible driving on the water as well as on our roads. 



 49  

Students have the option to take the course without behind-the-wheel driving experience (course 7030).  
Students who choose the behind-the-wheel option (course 7050), will be assessed a fee of $25 to help 
cover costs of providing the vehicles. 

 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING NOTICE REGARDING DRIVER EDUCATION AS PUBLISHED BY 
THE STATE LEGISLATURE: 
�The Department of Public Safety shall deny a driver�s license or a learner�s license for the operation of a 
motor vehicle to any person under the age of 19 who does not, at the time of application, present a diploma 
or other certificate of graduation issued to the person from a secondary high school of this state, or any 
other state, or documentation that the person:  (1) is enrolled and making satisfactory progress in a course 
leading to a general educational development certificate (GED) from a state approved institution or 
organization, or has obtained the certificate; (2) is enrolled in a secondary school of this state or any other 
state; (3) is participating in a job training program approved by the State Superintendent of Education; (4) is 
gainfully and substantially employed; (5) is a parent with the care and custody of a minor or unborn child; (6) 
has a physician certify that the parents of the person depend on him or her as their sole course of 
transportation; or (7) is exempted from this requirement due to circumstances beyond his or her control as 
provided in this chapter.�  Ala.  Code #16-28-40 (1975) 

 
 

JUNIOR ROTC 
 
The aim of the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps program is to help students become better and more 
productive citizens, make them aware of the value of community service, and inform them of military mission, history 
and opportunities.  JROTC promotes citizenship through commitment and responsibility, increases awareness of 
military opportunities, encourages academic excellence and student body leadership, and gives students a head start 
in adjusting to the technological revolution. 
 
 
Air Force Junior ROTC 

7020 AF JROTC I                   1 term/1 credit each 
 7021 AF JROTC II                Grades 9-12 
 7022 AF JROTC III        Fee: $15.00 each 
 7023 AF JROTC IV 
 SDE#280111 for all 
 

A student may take 1, 2, 3 or 4 years as an elective credit in any sequence.  Academic topics include history 
of flight, civil aviation, military aviation, weather, principles of flight, navigation, human requirements of flight, 
space technology, aerospace propulsion systems, and careers in aerospace.  Leadership topics include 
communication skills, understanding individual and group behavior, leadership theory, personnel 
management, responsible citizenship, drill and ceremonies, and planning one�s future.  Curriculum-in-action 
trips to civilian and military aerospace facilities are offered to all students.  Each enrolled student flies aboard 
an Air Force aircraft once a year, depending on aircraft availability.  The course has specific dress and 
grooming standards as well as the requirements to wear the Air Force uniform one day each week for 
students enrolled in this course. 

 
 
Naval Junior ROTC 

7020 N JROTC I                  1 term/1 credit each 
 7021 N JROTC II                Grades 9-12 
 7022 N JROTC III                      Fee: $15.00 each 
 7023 N JROTC IV  
 SDE#280411 for all 
 

The purpose of Naval Science I and II is to introduce students to the meaning of citizenship, the elements of 
leadership, and the value of scholarship in attaining life goals; to engender a sound appreciation for the 
heritage and traditions of America, with recognition that the historically significant role of sea power is 
important in America�s future; to develop in each cadet a growing sense of pride in his/her organization, 
associates, and self.  These elements are pursued at the fundamental level.  Content of the course includes 
the following:  an introduction to the NJROTC program; ongoing instruction in leadership theory; discussion 
of the nation in relation to the Navy and sea power; history of maritime events and American maritime 
heritage from ancient Greece through the War of 1812; introduction to ships, basic seamanship, navigation, 
and maritime geography; principles of health education; drills, commands, and ceremonies. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS ELECTIVES 
 
Language arts literacy is the gateway to succeeding in the twenty-first century. The challenges of living in a diverse, 
global society require a strong foundation for lifelong learning. Electives in language arts offer students opportunities 
to read, interpret, and comprehend a variety of texts; effectively communicate through writing and speaking; manage 
and apply information; and use critical thinking to gather new information and answer their own questions and those 
posed to them.  

 
 
Bible as/in Literature 
 7121 Bible/Lit         1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#230125         Grades 11-12 
 

This class is a literature elective focusing on the Bible as a literary text. Students study the Bible as literature 
and the Bible in literature.  A primary goal is basic biblical literacy, which includes a grasp of the language, 
ancient culture, major narratives, symbols, and characters of the Bible. This course also explores the 
influence of the Bible in classic and contemporary poems, plays, and novels, as well as the impact of the 
Bible on modern day cultures. 

 
Creative Writing 

7118 Creat Writing        1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#230511         Grades 11-12 
 

This course includes written practice and critical responses to poetry, plays, long essays, and short stories.  
Students write spontaneously about a word or picture, a sound or touch, drawing from their imaginations.  
Students write on topics inspired by newspapers, magazines, television, events around them, and models by 
the masters, all of which lead to contemplation and discussion.   

 
Oral Communication I 

7070 Oral Com I         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#231010         Grades 9-12 

 
The major goal of this course is to build self-confidence by providing students an opportunity to learn and 
practice public speaking. Students prepare and deliver speeches designed to inform, entertain, and 
persuade. The course enables students to become active participants in group discussion, oral 
interpretation, and the interview process. Students develop confidence in personal communication skills.  
Non-verbal communication is also emphasized. Students also learn the process of evaluating self and 
peers. 

 
Oral Communication II 

7071 Oral Com II          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Oral Communication I       Grades 10-12 
SDE#231010 
 
This class is designed to build upon those skills learned in Oral Communication I.  Students participate in in-
depth studies of various types of communications that affect individuals in their relationships with 
themselves and with others. Students continue to practice many types of public speaking; students apply 
techniques of discussion and learn the rudiments of debate and parliamentary procedure. Students study 
mass media and will continue the process of self and peer evaluation by critiquing class presentations. 
 

 
Newspaper 

7061 Journ NewsP         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval       Grades 11-12 
SDE#090411 
 
Newspaper journalism incorporates language arts and graphic skills with such practical skills as word 
processing, record keeping, and business management. The journalism class compiles, designs, and 
produces the school newspaper. Students are given instruction in the following:  the freedom and 
responsibility of the press; interviewing; understanding and gathering news; writing news and feature stories, 
editorials, and headlines; photojournalism; typography; and advertising sales and design.  They write stories, 
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do typesetting both with computers and headline machines, design and paste-up camera-ready layout for 
offset printing.  Staff responsibilities include financing publication costs through the sale of advertisements 
and newspapers. Opportunities are provided to interact with and receive instruction from professional 
journalists and photographers as well as from college communications faculty.  While the goal is production 
of a quality newspaper, the emphasis is on student responsibility and leadership. 

 
The Novel 

7114 Novel         1 term/1 credit 
SDE#230130         Grades 11-12 

 
 The study of the novel is designed for those who enjoy reading and participating in class discussions 
 concerning book subject matter. The course focuses upon the development of the novel as a literary genre 
 and on the historical/cultural context of each novel studied.  Emphasis is placed on written expression in the 
 areas of critical analysis, literary review, biographical sketches, character analysis, and similar literary 
 critiques. Selections from world literature comprise the seven (7) required readings. 
 
Yearbook Production 

7060 Journ Yrbook        1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval       Grades 9-12 

 SDE#090441 
 

Yearbook production is designed from a combination of graphic and language arts skills. This class 
assumes the responsibility of compiling and designing a yearbook, which provides a complete directory of 
the school population, a history of the school�s events of the school population, and a history of the school�s 
events during the course of a year. These responsibilities are accomplished by staff members who have 
received instruction in the areas of (1) theme selection, (2) basic layout design, (3) techniques in writing, (4) 
captions and headlines, (5) type-fitting, (6) assessing and selecting interesting photographs, (7) cropping 
pictures, and (8) preparing materials to be shipped to professional printers. Staff responsibilities include 
financing publications costs through the sale of advertisements and books. In accomplishing the ultimate 
goal of producing a quality yearbook, students who are part of the organization gain journalistic training and 
skills in photography, sales techniques, and organizing material. 

 
 

MULTIMEDIA SCIENCE 
 
The computer science courses offered by the high schools are designed to meet the educational needs of students 
who have a variety of goals.  The multimedia science curriculum has been designed to ensure that upon successful 
completion of one or more of the courses, a student is prepared for entry level college multimedia.   
 
TA (Technology Assistant) 
 72000 Comput TA        1 term/1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Approval of teacher        Grades 10-12 
SDE#990100         Fee:  $5.00 

 
Students selected for this course will be required to perform duties necessary to the smooth operation of the 
computer classroom. 

 
TM (Technology Manager) 

72001  Comput TM         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Technology Assistant & teacher approval    Grades 10-12  
SDE#990100                  Fee: $5.00 

  
This course is available to select students who have successfully completed one term as a technology 
assistant.  The student is responsible for the smooth operation of the computer classroom and basic 
computer maintenance during their assigned period of the day. 
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TS I, TS II, TS III (Technology Specialist) 
 72002,         72003,           72004          1 term/1 credit 

Comput TS I, Comput TS II, Comput TS III      Grades 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Technology Assistant & teacher approval    Fee: $5.00 

 SDE#990100 (same for any level)          
 

These students (one per level per period -- maximum of 18 during the day) must have at least one term as a 
technology assistant, the approval of the teacher, and a special ability in the area of computer technology.  
These students will be responsible for specific programming tasks and/or special projects as directed during 
the term. 

 
Library Science I 

7090 Lib Sci I          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval       Grades 11-12 

 SDE#250111 
 

Students in this program will become familiar with classification of books, card catalog, indexes, and various 
reference sources through assignment in the Library Manual.  Their duties will include assistance in 
accessing and processing new books, shelving and mending books, filing periodicals, using a computerized 
cataloging system, and maintaining library records.  These students will also assist other students and 
teachers with their needs. 

 
Library Science II 

7091 Lib Sci II         1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisites:  Library Science I and teacher approval     Grade 12 

 SDE#250111 
 

Students in Library Science II will draw upon their experiences from the previous year to assist other 
students and teachers with their needs.  They will complete reading and writing assignments from Library 
Manual II to become more knowledgeable in the various aspects of the operations of a library. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
The overall program goal of Baldwin County�s Physical Education Program is to assist each student to become a 
�physically educated person.�  According to the Nat ional Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE), a 
physically educated person has learned skills necessary to perform a variety of physical activities, is physically fit, 
participates regularly in physical activity, knows the implications of and benefits from involvement in physical activity, 
and values physical activity and its contributions to a healthful lifestyle. 
 
Physical Education 
 7500 PE          1 term/1 credit 

SDE#340114         Grades 9-12 
  

The center of the Physical Education Program in Baldwin County is the goal of assisting each student in 
becoming a physically educated person.  The three main components of our program are as follows: 

 
1.  Motor skill development 
2.  Health-enhancing physical activity 
3.  Interactive behavior 

 
Motor skill development is further defined by stating that a physically educated person demonstrates 
competency in many movement forms and proficiency in a few movement forms and applies movement 
concepts and principles to the learning and the development of motor skills. 

 
The standards that accompany health-enhancing physical activity describe a physically educated person as 
one who exhibits a physically active life style and achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of 
physical fitness.  Health-related physical components include cardiovascular efficiency, muscular strength, 
muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition. 

 
The interactive behavior component describes a physically educated person as one who demonstrates 
responsible personal and social behavior in physical activity settings, demonstrates understanding and 
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respect for differences among people in physical activity settings, and understands that physical activity 
provides opportunities for enjoyment, challenges, self-expression, and social interaction.  Traits such as 
courage, patriotism, citizenship, honesty, fairness, respect for others, kindness, cooperation, self-respect, 
self-control, courtesy, compassion, tolerance, diligence, generosity, punctuality, cleanliness, cheerfulness, 
school pride, respect for the environment, patience, creativity, sportsmanship, loyalty, and perseverance are 
taught. 

 
 
Athletics 

7501 PE Ath          1 term/1 credit 
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval        Grades 9-12 

 SDE#340114 
 

Students involved in team sports will be assigned to this physical education course. 
 

STANDARDIZED TEST PREPARATION 
 
ACT/SAT Prep 
 8200 ACT/SAT Prep        1 term/1 credit 
 SDE#990150         Grades 10-12 
 

This course is designed to prepare sophomores for success on the PSAT and juniors and seniors for 
success on the SAT and the ACT.  The course includes classroom lessons, skill reviews and exercises, and 
practice tests.  Not only should students do well on standardized assessments, their all-around academic 
performance should improve after completing this course.  Students will also receive instruction in preparing 
and submitting college applications, managing test anxiety, managing their time, and maximizing their 
performance on test day. This course may not be offered at all schools. 

 
 
AHSGE The following courses are designed to assist students with content needed to pass the Alabama High 
School Graduation Exam.  Students who meet the prerequisites in courses 8100-8104 will be required to take the 
course(s) for elective credit. These courses meet the requirements for graduation exam remediation. 
 

Prep Assistance � All Subjects        1 term/1 credit     
             8100 PrepAll  SDE#990150       Grades 11 & 12 
             Prerequisite:   Failed more than one AHSGE subtest    
  

This course is designed to provide identified students with remedial instruction in deficient areas in reading, 
math, science, language, and social studies on the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  Assistance will 
be provided in all graduation exam subjects; therefore, this course is designed for students who have failed 
three or more graduation exam subtests. 

 

Prep Assistance � Math         1 term/1 credit 
 8101 PrepMath SDE#990150       Grades 10-12 
 Prerequisite:   Failed Pre-AHSGE or AHSGE math subtest 
  

This course is designed to provide identified students with remedial instruction in deficient math areas on the 
Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  

 

Prep Assistance � Science        1 term/1 credit 
 8102 PrepScience SDE#990150      Grades 10-12 
 Prerequisite:    Failed Pre-AHSGE or AHSGE science subtest   
   

This course is designed to provide identified students with remedial instruction in deficient science areas on 
the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  
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Prep Assistance � Language         1 term/1 credit 
 8103 PrepLang SDE#990150       Grade 12 
 Prerequisite:   Failed AHSGE language and/or reading subtest(s)    
        

This course is designed to provide identified seniors with remedial instruction in deficient language and 
reading areas on the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  
 

Prep Assistance � Social Studies       1 term/1 credit 
 8104 PrepSocSt SDE#990150       Grade 12 
 Prerequisite:   Failed AHSGE social studies subtest    
  

This course is designed to provide identified seniors with remedial instruction in deficient social studies 
areas on the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.  

 

Prep Peer Tutoring                   1 term/1 credit each 
 8110 PeerTutor         Grades 11 & 12 

8111 PeerTutorMath  
8112 PeerTutorScience   
8113 PeerTutorLang  
8114 PeerTutorSocSt 
 
SDE#990100 for each of the peer tutor courses 

 Prerequisites:  1.  Passed all sections of the AHSGE  
2.   Counselor or teacher recommendation 
 

Students enrolled in these courses will provide peer tutoring assistance to the Prep Assistance teachers and 
students. Prep peer tutors will be scheduled into the Prep Assistance class for one period and will be 
responsible for duties designated by the Prep Assistance teacher. 

 

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES 
 

The following is a listing of courses that are offered on high school campuses throughout the school district. Some 
courses may not be offered at every school campus due to the distribution of human resources, existing facilities, 
and/or student demand.  Courses designated with two asterisks (**) are eligible for college credit with 
Alabama�s Community Colleges or a specific Alabama Community College when students meet eligibility 
requirements.  See Articulated Credit   description at the end of this section.    
 

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
In the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Cluster, students choose one of the three pathways � Po wer, 
Structural, and Technical Systems; Environmental and Natural Resources; or Plant Systems.  Instruction provides 
students with the essential knowledge, high-level skills, and training demanded for work in this cluster.  Learning 
activities simulate types of work environments students may encounter, which include opportunities to gain 
knowledge and skills through coordinated workplace learning experiences such as on-site visits and work shadowing.  
The classroom laboratory for this cluster provides safe and appropriate setting for active, structured, stimulating 
student learning and assessment.  This cluster emphasizes the Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program 
and FFA activities that help students develop their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career 
success.   
 
Agriscience                       1 term/1 credit  
 11001 Agriscience        Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00  

      
Agriscience is a course that provides students with a general overview of the Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources Cluster, which contains five pathways:  Power, Structure, and Technical Systems; Environmental 
and Natural Resources Systems; Animal Systems; Plant Systems; and Agribusiness Systems.  Students are 
involved in classroom and laboratory activities in each of the five pathway areas.  Topics included in this 
course include career opportunities, safety, technology applications, agribusiness leadership, environmental 
science, soil science, plant science, forestry, animal science, aquaculture, wildlife science, pest 
management, woodworking, metalworking, small engines, electrical wiring, and plumbing. 
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Two-and Four-Stroke Engines        1 term/1 credit 
11002 TwoStroke         Grades 9-12 

 SDE#          Fee: $20.00  
 
 Two- and Four-Stroke Engines is a course designed to prepare students for entry-level employment or 
 advanced training in the power mechanics field.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, tools, four-
 stroke cycle engines, two-stroke cycle engines, cooling systems, preventive maintenance, engine overhaul, 
 and exhaust systems. 
 
Construction Framing         1 term/1 credit 
 11003 ConstFrame        Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
 

Construction Framing is a course designed to facilitate student understanding of the framing phase of a 
structure.  Students become familiar with the framing components of a structure.  Topics include career 
opportunities, safety, lumber, material estimation, floor systems, wall framing, ceiling framing, stair 
construction, roof framing, and roof materials in various structures. 

 
Residential and Commercial Power Equipment     1 term/1 credit 
 11004 ResComPower        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Residential and Commercial Power Equipment is a course designed to prepare students for entry-level 
employment or advanced training in the power mechanics field.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, 
lawn and garden chassis, chain saw, string trimmer, tillers, generators, pumps, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) pollution controls, electrical systems, and repairing electrical systems on power equipment. 
 

Forestry          1 term/1 credit 
 11005 Forestry         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #           Fees: $20.00 
 

Forestry is a course designed to enable students to become knowledgeable of forestry and wood 
technology.  Students acquire an appreciation for increased emphasis on managing and conserving forests 
for the future.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, history, dendrology, tree measurement, mapping, 
silviculture, forest products, and forest protection. 

 
Fish & Wildlife Management        1 term/1 credit 
 11006 FishWildlife        Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
  

Fish and Wildlife Management is a course that provides students with the opportunity to become 
knowledgeable about some of today�s most valued, yet vulnerable, natural resources.  Topics included in the 
course are career opportunities, outdoor safety, history, issues, classification, fish and wildlife ecology, fish 
and wildlife management, endangered species, fish and wildlife pest management, and outdoor recreation. 

 
Environmental Management        1 term/1 credit 
 11007 EnvMgmt                Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00   

 
Environmental Management is a course that provides students with the opportunity to develop an 
understanding of the principles and practices of environmental management.  Topics include career 
opportunities, safety, importance of natural resources, waste management, water quality, soil science, air 
quality, pesticide management and use, ecology, and energy conservation. 

 
Greenhouse Production and Management      1 term/1 credit 
 11008 GreenProd         Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
 

Greenhouse Production and Management is a course relating to the production of greenhouse crops.  
Topics include career opportunities, safety, plant propagation, growing media, plant identification, 
greenhouse production, pest control, business management, and equipment and facilities.  The hands-on 
approach to learning is a key component in this course. 
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Horticultural Science**         1 term/1 credit 
11009 Horticulture         Grades 9-12 

 SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
  

Topics in Horticultural Science include career opportunities, safety, plant physiology, growing media, 
greenhouse facilities, greenhouse and nursery crop production, plant identification and classification, pest 
management, hydroponics and vegetable gardening, and technological applications. 

             
Sports Turfgrass Production and Management     1 term/1 credit 
 11010 TurfMgmt         Grades 9-12 
 SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
             

Sports Turfgrass Production and Management is a course that prepares students for sports turfgrass 
careers.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, turfgrass growth, turfgrass management, sports fields, 
turfgrass tools and equipment, business management, and technology. 

 
Landscape Design and Management**      1 term/1 credit 

11011 LandDesign        Grades 9-12 
SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
          
The landscape design and management sector of the horticulture industry is a growing area in agriscience.  
Landscapers influence our lives as well as the Earth�s ecosystem.  This course allows students to become 
more knowledgeable about and appreciative of landscape design and management.  Topics include career 
opportunities, safety, landscape design, plant selection, landscape growth and the environment, landscape 
establishment and management, interior plantscaping and xeriscaping, landscape business management, 
and technology. 

 
Residential Landscape Establishment and Maintenance    1 term/1 credit 
  11012 ResLandEst        Grades 9-12 
  SDE#          Fee: $20.00 
   

Residential Landscape Establishment and Maintenance is a one-credit course that focuses on the 
residential landscape industry.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, plant nutrition, pest 
management, plant identification, residential landscape design and maintenance, tool and equipment 
maintenance, residential landscape business management, and technology. 

          
Nursery Production and Management       1 term/1 credit 
 11013 NurseryProd        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Nursery Production and Management is a course designed to introduce students to the production of 
nursery crops.  Topics include career opportunities, safety, basic plant science, plant propagation, nursery 
growing media, plant identification, nursery production, nursery pest control, business management, and 
equipment and facilities. 
 

 
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE  

 
The Business, Management, and Administration cluster prepares students with the fundamental knowledge and skills 
for careers in planning, organizing, directing, and evaluating business functions essential to efficient and productive 
business operations.  Instruction is flexible and focuses on quality performance in the skill areas of organization, time 
management, customer service, and communication.  In addition, students learn ways in which technology, 
globalization, and regulatory issues affect the day-to-day operation of businesses.  Information is also provided 
regarding possible credentialing or certification. Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda (FBLA-PBL), 
the Association for Marketing Students (DECA), and SkillsUSA are co curricular components of this cluster.  These 
student organizations enhance classroom instruction, develop leadership skills, and provide opportunities for 
professional growth and service. 
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Business Technology Applications**       1 term/1 credit 
 11014 BusTech I         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Business Technology Applications is a foundation course designed to assist students in developing 
technological proficiencies in word processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentations, communications, 
internet use, ethics, and careers using technology applications.  Simulations and projects promoting 
teamwork, leadership, and workplace skills offer further opportunities for applications of knowledge and 
skills. 
 

Business Technology Applications�Advanced**      1 term/1 credit 
 11015 BusTech II         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00  

The prerequisite: Business Technology Applications or Computer Applications.  
 

Business Technology Applications�Advanced is a cour se that provides students with project-based 
applications of concepts learned in Business Technology Applications or Business Essentials.  Personal 
computing and business skills are integrated throughout the course as students use a variety of software 
applications to produce and prepare documents for publication and learn how to select appropriate software 
for generating information.  A major emphasis is placed on guiding students through real-world experiences 
to aid in the school-to-career transition.   

 
Business Essentials**         1 term/1 credit 
  11016 BusEssent         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Business Essentials is a foundation course.  Students develop an understanding of how academic skills in 
mathematics, economics, and written and oral communications are integral components of success in 
commerce and information technology careers.  Students examine current events to determine their impact 
on business and industry and legal and ethical behavior, acquire knowledge of safe and secure 
environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine how resources are managed to achieve company 
goals, and identify employability and personal skills needed to obtain a career and be successful in the 
workplace.  As students learn about different types of business ownership, they interpret industry laws and 
regulations to ensure compliance, identify principles of business management, and analyze business 
practices to determine ethical and social responsibilities. 

 
Entrepreneurship         1 term/1 credit 
  11017 Entrepreneur        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Entrepreneurship is a course designed to provide students with the skills needed to effectively organize, 
develop, create, and manage a business.  This course includes business management and 
entrepreneurship, communication and interpersonal skills, economics, and professional development 
foundations.  Instructional strategies may include the development of a business plan, a school-based 
enterprise, computer and technology applications, real and simulated occupational experiences, or projects 
related to business ownership. 

 
Accounting**          1 term/1 credit 
  11019 Accounting        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Accounting is a course designed to help students understand the basic principles of the accounting cycle.  
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to basic financial accounting, including analyzing and 
recording business transactions, preparing and interpreting financial statements, demonstrating generally 
accepted accounting principles, and performing banking and payroll activities. 

 
Law in Society                       .5 term/.5 credit 
  11020 LawSociety        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $10.00 
 

Law in Society is a course designed to acquaint students with the basic legal principles common to business 
and personal activities.  This course is an overview of criminal, civil, contract, and consumer law.  Topics 
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include evaluating contracts, purchasing appropriate insurance, interpreting state and federal criminal law, 
and representing other businesses as employee or contractor. 

 
Multimedia Design         1 term/1 credit 
  11021 Multimedia         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Multimedia Design is a course designed to provide students with hands-on skills involving graphic design, 
digital photography, Web publishing, and digital video production.  Students use various hardware 
peripherals and software for completing documents.   

 
Business Finance                     .5 term/.5 credit 
  11022 BusFinance        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $10.00 
 

Business Finance is a course designed to provide students with an overview of the principles of business 
finance.  The curriculum focuses on major areas of study, including economics, marketing, accounting 
procedures, and the global financial market.  An integral component of the curriculum is the application of 
decision-making skills that enable students to become more responsible consumers, producers, or business 
entrepreneurs. 

 
Advanced Accounting**        1 term/1 credit 
  11023 AdvAccount        Grades 10-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
               Prerequisite: Accounting 
 

Advanced Accounting is a course designed to provide students with an increased emphasis on accounting 
principles and techniques for solving business problems and making financial decisions.  This course 
includes adjusting inventory control systems; applying accounting procedures for revenues, expenses, and 
loans; and enhancing accounting skills. 

 
Financial Management         1 term/1 credit 
  11024 FinanceMgmt        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Financial Management is a course designed to provide students with an overview of financial and 
investment planning procedures.  Students interpret financial data to develop short- and long-term budgetary 
plans, produce accurate reports, and make informed business decisions.  Students develop product 
knowledge related to financial and investment planning by examining characteristics for distinguishing 
among stocks, bonds, and commodities and between insurance and annuity products.  

 
Banking and Financial Services       1 term/1 credit 
  11025 BankFinance        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
  

Banking and Financial Services is a course designed to help students develop skills related to banking and 
related services as they process customer transactions, maintain cash drawer, process documents, and 
respond to customer requests to provide other customer services.  Students employ technical skills to 
perform data processing functions as well as to perform new account functions.  Applicable skills are utilized 
by practicing lending functions, including aiding the customer in determining the best loan alternative, 
processing the customer�s application to include appropriate information, and processing the loan to 
complete transactions. 

 
Commerce Communication        1 term/1 credit 
  11026 Commerce         Grades 10-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
    Prerequisite: Business Essentials or Business Technology Applications. 
 

Commerce Communication is a course that deals with the operation and management of advertising and 
promotion functions within the marketing system.  Students learn how to utilize standard processes to move, 
store, locate and transfer ownership of goods and services.  Students also learn how to disseminate 
information about products and services of a company to achieve a desired outcome.  Students develop an 
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advertising plan, utilize various forms of publicity to promote a product or service, exhibit an understanding 
of ethical behavior when promoting a product or service, and use appropriate terminology to exhibit a clear 
and concise understanding of promotion to market a product or service.   

 
Workforce Essentials         1 term/1 credit 
  11027 Workforce         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Workforce Essentials is a course that provides students with higher-level academic and occupational skills 
that are transferable across jobs and occupational areas.  Emphasis is placed on academic foundations for 
careers; applied technology; career development and employment; entrepreneurship and business 
economics; social and ethical responsibility, leadership, and teamwork; safety and health; and technical 
knowledge and skills.  Students build on prior knowledge, strengths, interests, and needs that enhance 
preparation for future employment and continuing education and training.  Leadership activities, co curricular 
instruction, and opportunities to enhance employability skills are provided through participation in 
appropriate career and technical student organization affiliations. 

 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) 
 
The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics cluster includes one pathway: Engineering and 
Technology.  The high school engineering courses provide students with the opportunity to gain experience with 
general engineering design and application as they acquire discipline-specific knowledge that allows them to make 
informed career choices.   
 
Students in the cluster affiliate with the Technology Student Association (TSA) and SkillsUSA as the co-curricular 
Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs).  TSA and SkillsUSA provide opportunities that enhance 
classroom instruction, help develop leadership skills, and further career development. 
 
These courses listed below should be taken in the sequence.  
 
Foundations of Engineering        1 term/1 credit 
  11028 FoundEng         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Foundations of Engineering is a course designed to offer an overview of the engineering profession and 
fundamental skills utilized in general engineering.  Students investigate various engineering disciplines and 
related career paths.  They develop communication and teamwork skills as well as increase their 
understanding of basic scientific and mathematical principles used in problem solving through the 
engineering design process. 

 
Engineering Applications        1 term/1 credit 
  11029 EngAppl         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Engineering Applications is a course designed to explore the application of engineering principles in various 
technological areas including construction, transportation, communication, manufacturing, and 
bioengineering.  Students gain knowledge and experience needed to effectively improve processes and 
systems in each of these areas. 

 
Engineering Research and Design       1 term/1credit 
  11030 EngR&D         Grades 11-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Engineering Research and Design is a capstone course in the engineering field, recommended for students 
in Grades 11�12.  The course enables students to ma ke an informed career choice through the study and 
application of mechanical, electrical, and other engineering systems.  Students conduct research and design 
engineering projects to enhance their abilities and expand their interest in the field of engineering.  Projects 
reinforce the application of communication, mathematics, and science.  Computer technology applications 
are utilized extensively in this course to enable students to visualize, model, prototype, solve, and report 
comprehensive design problems. 
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Engineering Systems         1 term/1credit 
  11031 EngSys         Grades 11-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 

The prerequisite: Algebra II. 
 

Engineering Systems is a course designed to explore systems involved in the engineering research and 
design process.  Topics include fluid, thermal, mechanical, and electrical systems.  Students gain knowledge 
of each type of system and the common interactions among them.   

 
 

HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM 
(Offered at Gulf Shores High School Only)  

 
The Hospitality and Tourism classrooms and laboratories provide safe and innovative settings for student exploration 
and assessment.  These settings provide structured and stimulating environments designed to meet students� 
emerging needs.  Students choosing a pathway in the Hospitality and Tourism cluster obtain knowledge about the 
hospitality and tourism industries from challenging curricula, acquire technological expertise required in the field, and 
participate in daily tasks that utilize the skills mandatory for hospitality and tourism professionals.  Students choosing 
to enter one of the pathways should be able to comprehend course materials and complete laboratory work, projects, 
and assignments related to the Hospitality and Tourism cluster. 
 
An integral part of the instructional program within the cluster is Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA), the student organization for all pathways within the cluster.  FCCLA members learn leadership skills, 
develop critical-thinking skills, and gain career preparation skills through participation in state and national programs 
such as community service and competitive Students Taking Action with Recognition (STAR) events. 
 
Hospitality and Tourism        1 term/1 credit 
  11032 HospTour         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

The Hospitality and Tourism course is the prerequisite for all pathways included in the Hospitality and 
Tourism cluster.  Major topics include introduction to hospitality and tourism, recreation, travel and tourism, 
lodging, restaurants and food and beverage services, safety and sanitation, customer relations, and quality 
services.  The required school-based laboratory for the Hospitality and Tourism cluster is a commercial food 
service kitchen with a food serving and dining area.  School-based laboratory experiences are essential for 
students to develop skills in the hospitality and tourism industry. 

 
Chemistry of Food         1 term/1 credit 
  11033 ChemFood        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

See page 62 for description. 
 
Food and Nutrition         1 term/1 credit 
  11034 Food         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

See page 62 for description 
 
Culinary Arts I          1 term/1 credit 
  11035 CulArts I         Grades 10-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
              The prerequisite: Hospitality and Tourism. 

  
Culinary I introduces students to basic food production, management, and service activities in both the back- 
and- front-of-the- house.  Emphasis is placed on sanitation, safety, and basic food preparation.  Skills in 
mathematics, science, and communication are reinforced in this course.  The required school-based 
laboratory for the Hospitality and Tourism cluster is a commercial food service kitchen with a food serving 
and dining area.  School-based laboratory experiences are essential for students to develop skills in the 
hospitality and tourism industry. 
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Culinary Arts II          1 term/1 credit 
  11036 CulArts II         Grades 10-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
               The prerequisite: Culinary I. 
 

Culinary II provides advanced experiences in food production, management, and service.  Topics include 
food service operations, advanced food production, and professionalism.  Skills in mathematics, 
communication, creative thinking, and entrepreneurship are reinforced in this course.  The required school-
based laboratory for the Hospitality and Tourism cluster is a commercial food service kitchen with a food 
serving and dining area. 

 
HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Students interested in this cluster should be able to comprehend course materials and complete laboratory work, 
projects, and assignments related to the Human Services cluster.  Students obtain knowledge about family studies 
and consumer services from challenging curricula, acquire technological expertise required in the field, and 
participate in daily tasks and skills mandatory for human service professionals.  The Human Services cluster 
classroom and required laboratories provide safe and innovative settings for student exploration and mastery of 
required course content. 
 
An integral part of the instructional program within the cluster is Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA), the student organization for all pathways in the cluster except for the Personal Care Services pathway 
(Cosmetology).  Students participating in the Personal Care Services pathway are members of SkillsUSA.  Members 
learn leadership skills, develop critical-thinking skills, and gain career preparation skills through participation in state 
and national programs such as community service and competitive events. 
 
Family and Consumer Sciences                                                                                                  1 term/1 credit 
               11037 FamConsSci                                                                                                                Grades 9-12 
               SDE #                                                                                                                                      Fee: $20.00 
 

Family and Consumer Science is a course that is designed to assist students in recognizing the  importance 
of the family. Course content provides opportunities for students to explore characteristics of strong families; 
family customs and traditions; healthy relationships; marriage readiness; parenting issues; consumer 
behavior; clothing, housing, and food needs throughout the lifespan. Assessing the effects of  technology 
and career options related to family and consumer sciences and human services. 

 
Parenting          .5 term/.5 credit 
  11038 Parent         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $10.00 
 

The Parenting course allows students to focus on parenting roles and responsibilities.  Course content 
provides opportunities for students to explore family structures and stages of the family life cycle; roles and 
responsibilities of parents across the life span; factors influencing the decision to become a parent; 
preparation for parenthood; birth defects; challenges of teen pregnancy and parenthood; signs and changes 
in pregnancy; prenatal development, labor, and delivery; stages of child development; children with 
exceptionalities; meeting physical, health, and safety needs of children and adolescents; positive parent-
child relations; guidance and discipline of children and adolescents; sources of parenting information, 
support, and assistance; technology impacting parenting; and career opportunities related to parenting. 

 
Family Wellness         .5 term/.5 credit 
  11039 FamilyWell                       Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $10.00 
 

Family Wellness is a course is designed for students interested in health issues that impact individuals, 
families, and communities.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore family health 
throughout the stages of the life span.  Topics include personal and family health goals; health promotion; 
health risks; communication skills needed in healthy relationships; consumerism; advocacy; mental and 
emotional health; relationship between nutrition and health; emergency care, first aid, and home safety; 
disease prevention; chronic health issues; substance abuse; technology used in health services; and 
careers related to individual and family health and wellness. 
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Fashion           .5 term/.5 credit 
  11040 Fashion                       Grades 9-12 
 SDE #                                                                                                                                       Fee: $10.00 
 

The Fashion course introduces students to the selection and care of clothing and accessories for individuals 
and families.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore factors that influence apparel 
choice, apparel history, current fashion trends, proper care and maintenance of apparel, laws and legislation 
regarding the apparel industry, apparel design, apparel repair and construction, wardrobe planning, 
technology in the apparel and textiles industry, and career options in the apparel and textile industries. 

 
Housing          .5 term/.5 credit 
  11041 Housing         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $10.00 
 

The Housing course introduces students to the selection and planning of living environments to meet the 
needs and wants of individuals and families across the life span.  Course content provides opportunities for 
students to explore housing options, architectural styles of housing, factors that influence housing selection, 
housing legislation and regulations, ownership options, home construction and repairs, home furnishings 
and accessories, home maintenance, landscape design, home safety, environmental and energy issues, 
technology, and career options related to the housing industry.   

 
Personal Finance         1 term/1 credit 
  11042 PerFinance        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

The Personal Finance course introduces students to the management of personal and family resources to 
achieve personal goals and financial literacy.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore 
consumer behavior, laws and legislation, consumer protection, consumer rights and responsibilities, 
consumer decision making, advertising and promotional techniques, individual and family money 
management, banking services, use of credit, income tax, technology, and careers in providing financial 
services to individuals and families. 

 
Chemistry of Food         1 term/1 credit 
  11033 ChemFood        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Chemistry of Food is a course that provides an in-depth study of the application of science principles to 
scientific investigation of the production, processing, preparation, evaluation, and utilization of food.  The 
course utilizes the scientific method to study scientific concepts and theories in the context of nutrition and 
foods.  Students are expected to achieve academic standards and competencies from chemistry, 
biochemistry, biology, and some physics at the analysis, synthesis, and evaluation levels in this specialized 
area of study.  Students develop critical reasoning and mathematical and writing skills through a variety of 
higher-level learning strategies and laboratory experiments that require measuring, recording, graphing, and 
analyzing data; predicting and evaluating laboratory results; and writing laboratory reports.  The course 
highlights nutrition concepts and explores the various relationships between food science and nutrition. 

 
Food and Nutrition         1 term/1 credit 
  11034 Food         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Topics include the impact of daily nutrition and wellness practices on long-term health and wellness; 
physical, social, and psychological aspects of healthy nutrition and wellness choices; selection and 
preparation of nutritious meals and snacks based on USDA Dietary Guidelines, including the Food Guide 
Pyramid; safety, sanitation, storage, and recycling processes and issues associated with nutrition and 
wellness; impacts of science and technology on nutrition and wellness issues; and nutrition and wellness 
career paths.  
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Dietetics          1 term/1 credit 
  11044 Dietetics         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Dietetics is a course that provides students with advanced knowledge and skills used in nutrition and 
dietetics.  Major topics include nutrition, meal planning, safety, food science, and professional behavior. 

 
Family Studies and Community Services I      1 term/1 credit 
  11046 FamStudy I        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Family Studies and Community Services I is a course for students interested in acquiring skills for providing 
service to families and are prepared for a variety of careers related to family and human services.  Content 
standards guide students in discovering how to work with family and human services clients.  Course 
content includes the role and function of individuals engaged in family and human services; career options; 
educational training; agencies, organizations, and resources; laws and trends in the field; disadvantaging 
conditions of individuals and families; client�s rights, responsibilities, and support services; basic life skills; 
workplace professionalism; professional associations; confidential record keeping; workplace safety; 
communication skills; developmental needs of clients; health and wellness management plans; older adults; 
intergenerational living; services for older adults; crisis intervention and management; coping strategies and 
stress management; advocacy; abuse and neglect; and technology. 

 
Family Studies and Community Services II      1 term/1 credit 
  11047 FamStudyII        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
               Prerequisite: Family Studies and Community Services I. 

Family Studies and Community Services II is a course that includes content that helps students learn ways 
to determine client needs through the use of assessments and to provide intervention services.  The 
physical, social, emotional, and intellectual stages of clients from infancy to older adults are addressed 
throughout the course.  Additional topics include licensure requirements; age-appropriate activities; 
curriculum development; hobbies and recreational activities; transitions and life changes of clients; the aging 
process; assisted living facilities; technology;  resources, agencies, and services for clients; disadvantaging 
conditions; assessments; making informed choices; crisis intervention; and abuse and neglect. 

 
Fashion Design         1 term/1 credit 
  11048 FashionDes        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 

Fashion Design is a course for students interested in fashion, fashion design, and apparel and textile design 
technology.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore historic costumes, research 
current fashion styles and trends, analyze fibers and textiles, design clothing and accessories, utilize 
technology in fashion design, and explore career options in the apparel and textiles industry.   

 
Fashion Merchandising        1 term/1 credit 
  11049 FashionMer        Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Fashion Merchandising is a course for students who are interested in the fashion and retail industry.  Course 
content provides opportunities for students to explore factors related to the retail industry, examine structure 
and organization of fashion business operations, study merchandising techniques, utilize technology in 
fashion merchandising, and explore career options in the apparel and textiles industry. 

 
Interior Design I         1 term/1 credit 
  11050 Interior D I         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Interior Design I is a course that introduces students to the historical aspects and contemporary trends in 
housing and interior design.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore elements and 
principles of design; blueprinting; space planning by creating functional, safe, and aesthetic spaces for 
individuals and families across the life span; furniture style; furniture and accessory selection; technology; 
and careers in the field of Interior Design. 
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Interior Design II         1 term/1 credit 
  11051 Interior D II                      Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
              Prerequisite: Interior Design I. 
 

Interior Design II is a course that introduces students to the business practices and procedures of the interior 
design business.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore design project development, 
business planning and operations, interior design techniques by applying drawing skills and elements and 
principles of design, technology, and careers in the field of Interior Design. 

 
Senior Career Pathway Project***       1 term/ 1 credit 
 11116 SrCarPathPro        Grades 10-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

Senior Career Pathway Project (SCPP) is a capstone course designed for career and technical education 
students who have completed two or more career and technical education courses.  This course allows 
students to utilize their secondary coursework through an experience that showcases their learning.  It 
provides an opportunity for a student to choose an area of interest, explore that area in-depth, and 
demonstrate problem-solving, decision-making and independent learning skills.  The SCPP contributes to an 
educational plan of challenging courses and practical experiences that prepare students for the workplace or 
for pursuing further education. 

 
During the SCPP the student works with his or her coordinating teacher, academic teachers, and with a 
product or process mentor who has expertise in the student�s field of study.  At the conclusion of the SCPP 
the student presents or demonstrates knowledge gained to an audience consisting of the coordinating 
teacher, academic teachers, the product or process mentor, peers, and community and business 
representatives. This course may be eligible for Dual Enrollment College Credit when applied with specific 
Career Technical Pathway programs. 

 
 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT / WORK-BASED LEARNING 
(Formerly Cooperative Education) 

 
Work-based learning (WBL) is an element in education which provides students with the opportunities to 
be career ready, build career awareness, explore career options, and develops critical thinking skills. The 
need for appropriate WBL has brought about changes in world economies, the educational system, and 
has provided an increased focus on the occupational curriculum through rigor, relevance, and relationship 
to connect school and work. Students should be provided opportunities to receive the necessary skills for 
employment and/or postsecondary education.  
 
Progressive career pathways should be followed in work-based learning programs and provide for 
preparation and transition to work through the following: 

• Cooperative Education 
• Internships (Paid & Non-Paid) 
• Entrepreneurship 

 
Work-based learning programs shall be managed by a Workforce Development Coordinator/Teacher-
Coordinator (formerly Cooperative Education Coordinator). The primary duty of the Workforce 
Development Coordinator is to enrich student learning through school and work-based instruction and 
ensure that all students meet the entry requirements as outlined in the Alabama Workforce Development 
Manual.  
 
Workforce Essentials (Formerly Coordinated Studies)    1 term/1 credit 
  11027 Workforce         Grades 9-12 
 SDE #          Fee: $20.00 
 

See page 59 for description. 
 
 




