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The Buchanan County School Board in a Regular Meeting on 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., met in the Main Office at 

Slate Creek, Virginia. 

 PRESENT: Mr. David Thornbury, Chairman 

Mrs. Angie McClanahan, Vice-Chairman 

 
   Mr. Jerry Honaker  

   Mr. Scotty Owens 

   Mr. Mike Thompson    

Mr. Heath Harrison 

Mr. Timothy Prater  

ADMINISTRATION 

 Mrs. Melanie Hibbitts    Superintendent 

Mrs. Carolyn Dillow    Clerk of the Board 

Mr. Ben Street     Attorney 

 

Mr. Thornbury called to order the December 5, 2017 regular 

meeting of the Buchanan County School Board. 

A moment of silence was observed. Members asked that the 

families of Bryson Stacy, a second grade student from Twin Valley 

Elementary/Middle and Zach Tiller, a former Council student who 

passed away, and William P. Harris’s family, whose daughter passed 

away, be remembered. 
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Mrs. Hibbitts asked Maggie McComas, GHS student, to lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

The County Choir under the director of Mr. Pat Clark performed. 

Special recognition was given to Ms. Maggie McComas, Grundy 

High Student, for her outstanding achievements. 

Mr. Chris Hagerman, Principal, introduced Ms. McComas, noting 

her many accomplishments through academics, sports, community 

service and volunteerism, which attributes to her being recognized as 

an outstanding student. 

On behalf of the Board, Mrs. Hibbitts presented Ms. McComas 

with a “Special Student” Certificate of Recognition. 

Grundy High’s Cross Country Team who are State Qualifiers, 

were recognized. 

Isabelle Steele  
Kaitlynn Ratliff 

Julie Deel 
Mashayla Belcher 

Kelli Carter 

Nadia Dawson 
Katherine Owens 

Shelbey Viers 
Coaches:  Christina Bane and Phillip Vandyke 

 

Grundy High’s Competition Cheer Team who are also State 

Qualifiers, were recognized. 

Alyssa Potter 
Hope Shortridge 

Kayeleigh Rife 
Sydnie Blankenship 
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Reilly Hutchinson 

McKenzie Owens 
Hannah Matney 

Caitlin Blankenship 
Morgan Fuller 

Mia Evans 
Isabel England 

Kylie Blankenship 
Emily Lester 

Gracie Davis 
Isabella Goins 

Coaches:  Ashley Miller and Hannah Stiltner 
 

Twin Valley High’s Cross Country State Qualifier and Place 

Winner, Kimberlee Lester, was recognized. 

Mrs. Hibbitts announced that the award for the school with the 

highest attendance for the month of November was Hurley High 

School. 

Upon motion by Mr. Harrison and seconded by Mr. Owens, the 

minutes of November 6, 2017, were approved.  

Motion Passed 

Upon motion by Mr. Prater and seconded by Mr. Thompson, 

payroll and invoices were approved. 

Roll Call: 

Mr. Prater   Yes 

Mr. Honaker  Yes 

Mr. Thompson  Yes 

Mr. Owens   Yes 

Mrs. McClanahan  Yes 
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Mr. Harrison  Yes 

Mr. Thornbury  Yes 

Motion Passed 

Warrant numbers 88164 through 88470 and numbers 150302       

through 150406 were issued from the School Operation Fund.  

Warrant numbers 88456 through 88470 were issued from the 

Cafeteria Fund.  Warrant numbers 1177 and 1178 were issued from 

the Textbook Fund.  The total amount spent via check for the month of 

December 2017 was $1,168,291.35. 
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CHECK 
DATE REFERENCE NAME DESCRIPTION 

  
10/3/2017 MCGRAW HILL 

 
  9/1/2017 BILLY J. KEENE, TREAS 
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 Mr. Owens thanked Mrs. Tester and Mrs. Brown for providing the 

budget comparison report with this month’s reports. 

 Mr. Jeff Boardwine, a retired teacher, asked the Board to verify if 

his wife will be able to change to the School Insurance once he 

becomes eligible for Medicaid.  He chose the insurance option when he 

retired but she did not.  She is two years younger than he is and they 

are under the assumption that she will be allowed to change her plan 

to the school insurance when he reaches Medicaid age.  Mr. Thornbury 

advised Mr. Boardwine to meet with the Board Attorney, to review the 

contracts signed by Mr. Boardwine and his wife at the time of their 

retirement to determine if changes can be made in regards to the 

options they chose.  Mr. Boardwine also asked the Board to assist in 

helping to resolve an issue with the IRS due to an error with last year’s 

W-2.  Mr. Thornbury told Mr. Boardwine to work with Administration to 

get the issue resolved. 

 Mrs. Linda Rife, BEA President, invited the Board to a holiday 

dinner provided by the BEA on December 7, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. at 

Grundy High School. 

 Mr. Owens gave an update of upcoming VSBA events, noting the 

VSBA Capital Conference is scheduled on January 22-23, 2018 in 

Richmond.  He recently attended the VSBA Annual Conference in 

Williamsburg, stating it was one of the best he had attended. 
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  Mrs. McClanahan asked Mrs. Taylor if she had considered talking 

with Southwest Virginia Community College regarding a program for 

homegrown teachers, Mrs. Taylor said she was checking on the 

Teachers of Tomorrow Program for the Career Center. 

 Mrs. Hibbitts gave an enrollment and calendar update noting, we 

are at day 76; we haven’t missed any days; we are set to dismiss May 

14.  School will dismiss Monday, December 11 at noon for staff 

professional development and Christmas break is December 22, 2017 - 

January 2, 2018 for students and January 2, 2018 is set for a contract 

teacher, custodian, cook, 12 month employee workday.  School will 

resume for everyone on January 3, 2018.  Mrs. Hibbitts continued with 

an enrollment update stating she is pleased to note that we are not 

down this month.  We gained 6 students and stand at 2,741; as of 

August we are down 30 students. 

 Administration presented two resignation/retirements:  Mrs. 

Trish Rowe and Mrs. Peggy Stacy from the Central Office.  Upon 

motion by Mr. Prater and seconded by Mr. Harrison, the 

resignation/retirements were approved. 

Motion Passed 

 A motion for a Ratification of Superintendent’s Hiring was made 

by Mr. Prater and seconded by Mr. Owens.   

 Mrs. Tonya Cox, was hired as Payables and Receivables Analyst 
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and Ms. Kayla Dotson, was hired as Payroll Coordinator.  Mrs. Cox will 

replace Mrs. Stacy and Ms. Dotson will replace Mrs. Rowe, both will 

have other duties as well. 

 Motion Passed 

 Upon motion by Mrs. McClanahan and seconded by Mr. Owens, a 

pro-rated salary was approved with Ms. Dotson at $28,808 plus 

supplements and Mrs. Cox at $25,000 plus supplements (both will be 

pro-rated for the remainder of the fiscal year). 

 Motion Passed – Mr. Harrison and Mr. Honaker Voted No 

Administration presented for consideration, substitutes, 

volunteers and coaches.  

Upon motion of Mr. Thompson and seconded by Mrs. 

McClanahan, substitutes, volunteers and coaches were approved as 

presented. 

Motion Passed 

Administration presented a revised request from Council High 

School for the Senior Trip.  They have revised the trip, planning to go 

to Myrtle Beach, SC instead of Florida. 

Upon motion by Mr. Thompson and seconded by Mrs. 

McClanahan, the request was approved. 

Motion Passed 
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Administration presented bids for Asbestos Floor Tile Abatement 

at Council High (four classrooms), Grundy High (Band Room), and 

Hurley High (three classrooms).  If approved, the projects will begin 

during Christmas Break.  Grundy’s Band Room is currently not in use 

due to the floor tile breakage.  The Board of Supervisors is providing 

funding for all three projects. 

Upon motion by Mr. Harrison and seconded by Mrs. McClanahan, 

the Asbestos Floor Tile Abatement Projects were approved.  

Roll Call: 

Mr. Prater   Yes 

Mr. Honaker  Yes 

Mr. Thompson  Yes 

Mr. Owens   Yes 

Mrs. McClanahan  Yes 

Mr. Harrison  Yes 

Mr. Thornbury  Yes 

Motion Passed 

Mr. Owens gave an update on the transfer from oil to natural gas 

project at Riverview Elementary/Middle School.  He stated that Mr. 

John Jessee with BVU had called earlier in the day and also sent an 

email update which stated, “if this will suffice, we plan on having the 

above ground facilities in by next week.  This will allow Johnson 
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Controls to complete their remaining work on the school pipe and 

facilities.  We will still have work on the regulation facilities at our 

supply source”.  

Mr. Harrison asked how the Army Corps of Engineers meeting 

had gone earlier in the day.  Mrs. Hibbitts replied that it had gone well.  

The Army Corps visited Hurley High, J. M. Bevins and the Career 

Center.  She expects a call the next day as to where we will stand as 

far as flood proofing.  

The next regularly scheduled meeting was set for Monday, 

January 8, 2018, at 5:30 p.m.  
 

 Upon motion by Mrs. McClanahan and seconded by Mr.  
 

Thompson, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Motion Passed 

 

     Scotty Owens    

      Chairman of Board 
 

      January 16, 2018   
      Date 

ATTEST: 

 

Carolyn J. Dillow    
Clerk of the Board 

 
January 16, 2018    

Date 
 

Consider for approval January 16, 2018 


