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School officials have the authority to conduct reasonable searches of students and to
seize students’ unauthorized materials for the purposes of maintaining a safe, orderly
environment and upholding standards of conduct established by the board or school.
Any searches or seizures must be conducted in accordance with the standards described
in this policy and any other applicable legal requirements. All school officials carrying
out a search or seizure are expected to be knowledgeable about the constitutional rights
of students and the appropriate procedures for conducting the search or seizure. A
search must be justified at its inspection and permissible in scope. School officials shall
make reasonable, good faith efforts to investigate allegations of misconduct before a
student search is conducted.
This policy applies to searches conducted on school grounds, in school facilities, or at
school-sponsored events.
A.

Searches based on Individualized Reasonable Suspicion

A student or the student’s possessions may be searched when a school official
has reasonable suspicion that the search will turn up evidence that the particular
student has violated or is violating a specific law or school rule. This reasonable
suspicion must be based upon specific and articulable facts, which have been acquired
through reliable and/or corroborated information from employees, students, law
enforcement officers, or other credible sources, or upon visual or other evidence (e.g.,
the smell of alcohol or marijuana, an alert from a metal detector or drug dog) viewed in
light of the totality of the circumstances and the school official’s professional judgment.
The scope of the search and the methods used to conduct the search must be reasonably
related to the objectives of the search and not excessively intrusive in light of the age
and sex of the student and the nature of the infraction.
Reasonable suspicion is not required if a student freely and voluntarily consents to the
search of his or her person or possessions.
In accordance with the standards described above, the board authorizes the following
types of searches based on reasonable suspicion.
1. Searches of Personal Effects
School officials may search a student’s desk, locker, and/or personal effects,
including but not limited to purses, book bags, and outer clothing.
2. Searches of Motor Vehicles
School officials may search the interior/exterior of a student’s motor vehicle.
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