CASWELL COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES

February 10, 2014

The Caswell County Board of Education met in regular session on Monday, February 10, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. in the Whitley Administration Building.  Members present:  Chairman June Dailey, Vice Chairman Gladys Garland, Sylvia Johnson, David Byrd, Mel Battle, and Ross Gwynn.  Others present include Interim Superintendent Dr. Douglas Barker, Assistant Superintendent Sammy Shields, Kelly Harris, Bob Palmer, Evangelina Balmori, Board Attorney Ron Bradsher and Brittany Jeffries representing the Caswell Messenger.  Connie Kimrey recorded the minutes.  Betty Sartin arrived a few minutes late.
I. A. 
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order and a moment of silence was observed.  
I. B. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

David Byrd moved, seconded by Sylvia Johnson to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2014 board meeting as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
I. C. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

David Byrd moved, seconded by Gladys Garland to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
I. D. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Barker welcomed Bob Palmer who was in attendance.
I. E.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None at this time. 
II.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None at this time.
III.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Request for Transfer
Sylvia Johnson moved, seconded by David Byrd to approve the Request for Transfer as presented for the 2014-2015 school year.  The motion carried unanimously.  Numbers at school will be reviewed prior to the school year.
2014-2015 school years
Request for Transfer

Diggs, III, Paul Terry

Oakwood
to
North

(K)
2014-2015

2. Audit Contract
Dr. Barker reviewed information in regards to the current situation with auditor, Bernard, Robinson, & Company, noting the contract is up.  Information was reviewed from auditors listing prices for contract extension for the next five years.  Upon review and discussion, Dr. Barker recommended extending the contract for 1-2 years due to the upcoming changes with Superintendent.  Dr. Barker noted the pricing is very comparable and a decision does not need to be made tonight; however, the board needs to review information and decide how to move forward.
David Byrd felt the contract should be put out for bid since the contract has remained with Bernard, Robinson & Company for the last five years.

Gladys Garland moved, seconded by Ross Gwynn to check with Bernard, Robinson & Company to extend current contract for two years at the quoted pricing.  

Discussion was had in regards to request bids from others for two and five year comparisons.  

The motion was amended by David Byrd to submit bid requests for two and five years from other companies.  Sylvia Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The original motion by Gladys Garland, seconded by Ross Gwynn to check with Bernard, Robinson & Company on pricing for two and five years was also carried unanimously.

Mr. Scott Powell will work on receiving bids for two and five year contract pricing.

At this time Mrs. Betty Sartin entered the meeting.

3.
Contract – Staff Development
Dr. Barker reviewed contract with Dr. Chris Godwin to provide AIG professional development.  David Byrd moved, seconded by Mel Battle to approve the contract with Dr. Chris Godwin.  The motion carried unanimously.

Dr. Chris Godwin, AIG Professional Development (Differentiation Strategies for the Gifted Learner)

Dates:  February 22nd, March 22nd, April 5 (tentative) / Time:  8:30 – 1:30

Cost:

$2,400.00

4. Snow Days/Make Up Days
Dr. Barker reviewed school calendar and the days we have missed due to inclement weather.  The following days are recommended to be student days:  February 17, March 17, and March 31.  If future days are missed, Dr. Barker suggested students go to school the following Saturday.  If two days are missed, students will go to school on Saturday and another day will have to be made up on the calendar.  The information will be shared with parents as soon as possible regarding changes to the calendar and possible Saturday school if necessary.

David Byrd moved, seconded by Mel Battle to approve changes as recommended by the Superintendent to the school calendar for make-up days.  Those days include February 17,       March 17, March 31 and for students to go to school on Saturdays if future days are missed during the week.  The motion carried unanimously.

5. Resolution / Voucher Litigation 

Dr. Barker reviewed information regarding voucher litigation.  Upon no further discussion, Sylvia Johnson moved, seconded by Mel Battle to approve the Voucher Litigation resolution.  The motion carried 6-1 with Byrd voting “No.”
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WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly passed Senate Bill 402 (hereafter, “the budget bill”) in July 2013; and 


WHEREAS, the budget bill includes a provision appropriating $10 million to provide private school vouchers;

WHEREAS, the fiscal note prepared for an earlier version of the voucher legislation indicates the General Assembly’s intent to increase annual appropriations for the program to $50 million per year;

WHEREAS, the voucher program created in the budget bill does not require participating private schools to provide students with the opportunity to receive a sound basic education, as required by the N.C. Constitution;

WHEREAS, the voucher program created in the budget bill does not require participating private schools to engage in non-discriminatory admissions practices;

WHEREAS, the voucher program requires the State Board of Education to reduce funding to each local board of education in an amount equal to the local board’s per pupil allocation for average daily membership multiplied by the number of students who have received vouchers and were enrolled in the local board’s schools during the prior semester;

WHEREAS, reducing funding to public schools to fund a private school voucher program, particularly in the wake of substantial cuts to public education funding during the previous five years, will significantly impair local boards’ ability to ensure that students have the opportunity to receive a sound basic education, as required by the N.C. Constitution;

WHEREAS, the voucher program created in the budget bill uses public funds for a non-public purpose, in violation of the N.C. Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Caswell County Board of Education hereby agrees to join as a plaintiff the pending litigation, captioned Reverend Robert Richardson, III, Michael and Delores Galloway, Steven W. Sizemore, and the North Carolina School Boards Association v. the State of North Carolina, the North Carolina State Board of Education, and the North Carolina State Education Assistance Authority, and authorizes the attorneys engaged by the NCSBA and other plaintiffs to represent the Board of Education in the litigation, with the litigation costs to be borne by the NCSBA’s Legal Assistance Fund.


Adopted this 10th day of February, 2014.


___________________________



_____________________________


Chairperson






Superintendent

6. Contract

Dr. Barker reviewed information for contract with Phillip Shabazz, an educational facilitator to provide a poetry workshop for teachers and students at N.L. Dillard and also noted this was done the previous year.  Contract will be paid from PTA/PTSO funds.  Mel Battle moved, seconded by Gladys Garland to approve the contract with Phillip Shabazz.  The motion carried unanimously.

Phillip Shabazz, Poetry Workshop
February 24-26, 2014

$600.00 (PTA/PTSO funds)

 IV.
REPORTS
A comparison list on the flexible benefits plan was given to board members for their review.  Upon review and discussion, Dr. Barker suggested obtaining a booklet from Wellington to review apples to apples and bring back to the board for a decision on how to proceed.
V.
CLOSED SESSION

David Byrd made a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of considering a personnel action that involves an officer or employee of this Board (NC General Statute 143-318.11(a)(6); and for the purpose of discussing information that is privileged, confidential or not a public record (NC General Statute 143-318.11(a)(1) and to confer with legal counsel.  Gladys Garland seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
VI. 
OPEN SESSION

Ross Gwynn made a motion to return to open session.  Betty Sartin seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

VII.
PERSONNEL LISTING
Dr. Douglas Barker recommended approval of the personnel as listed below. 

Leticia Simmons
1st Grade Teacher, Stoney Creek Elementary


Brenda Fuller

Substitute Teacher addition 


Kelly Harris

Maternity Leave

Mel Battle moved, seconded by Sylvia Johnson to approve the personnel listing.  The motion carried unanimously.
	Employment
	

	Stoney Creek Elementary
	Leticia Simmons, Effective 2/11/14 – 1st Grade Teacher (Replaces Hilary Dodson) ** No Benefits

	
	

	Substitute Addition
	Brenda Fuller, Effective 2/11/14

	
	

	Maternity Leave
	

	Central Office
	Kelly Harris, Effective 3/21/14 – Return 5/2/14

	
	


VIII.
COMMUNICATIONS

· School Improvement Plan team members

· NCSBA/Supt. Search meeting scheduled for February 12 @ 5:30 p.m.  Inclement weather date = February 17th, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m.
· March 31, 2014 = Meeting with County Commissioners (Senior Center)

First meeting in March is a morning meeting with work session to follow.  Chairman Dailey asked board members to provide information they would like added to the agenda.

Dr. Barker reviewed items for consideration and noted there is not enough money in existing budget to cover all areas.  He suggested taking money from fund balance.  Those items include:
· Buzzer @ Oakwood

· Panic Button (all schools)

· Heating fuel

· Bus Garage Roof

· Science Lab (safety issues)

· Wall for Kindergarten / Cafeteria/Gym (Oakwood)

· Upgrades to servers @ all schools 

· Bus garage unit used to repair buses

David Byrd suggested moving forward on the unit for the bus garage.  All were in agreement to move forward with the unit for the bus garage as well as the panic button and buzzer for Oakwood.

Mel Battle asked board members to review information shared in gray folder for discussion at the work session in March.

Gladys Garland questioned the Before and After School Care Program.  Dr. Barker stated he requested numbers from principal when he returned to see where we are and to look at costs.  The program must sustain itself, otherwise, parents will need to be informed ahead of time.  

IX.
BOARD MEMBER OBSERVATIONS

None at this time.
X.  ADJOURNMENT

Ross Gwynn made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m., Gladys Garland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  The next regular meeting of the Board of Education will be held on Monday,         February 24, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. in the Whitley Administration Building. 

_______________________________                               _____________________________

              June B. Dailey                                                                                      Dr. Douglas N. Barker
                 Chairman                                                                                          Interim Superintendent
1

