
What is ESPLOST? 
• EDUCATION Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax 

• Established by the Georgia Legislature       

in 1996 

• Allows voters in a school district to approve 

a one cent tax on consumer goods  

• ESPLOST must be used for capital project 

expenditures 

• ESPLOST must be approved by voters 

every five years 

• ESPLOST V is a continuation of the current 

one cent tax on consumer purchases 



Sales Tax in Georgia 

• The Georgia Counties surrounding Catoosa 

have a 7% sales tax 

• The majority of Georgia Counties (2/3) have 

a 7% tax (only 4.4% are lower at 6%) 

• Hamilton County Tennessee has a 9.25% 

sales tax 

• 157 of 159 of Georgia  

 Counties currently have  

 ESPLOST to support  

 capital outlay projects  

 in their schools 



How can ESPLOST be used? 
ESPLOST FUNDS ARE DESIGNATED FOR 

CAPITAL OUTLAY PROJECTS 

 Technology/Buses New Schools (Classrooms) 

Surveillance  

& Security 

Maintenance Renovation/Revitalization 



ESPLOST funds new schools 

    

  

  

Woodstation Elementary Heritage Middle 

Ringgold Primary Battlefield Primary 

Heritage High 



What are the benefits of ESPLOST? 

• ESPLOST is not a property tax 

• With ESPLOST, consumers (inside & outside the 

county) share the responsibility of maintaining the 

county’s schools with Catoosa property owners 

• With heavily traveled Interstate 75 and new 

merchants locating to Catoosa, non-resident 

shoppers are contributing to building and 

maintaining our schools 

• ESPLOST allows the school system to focus 

state, federal, and local tax dollars on instruction 

for our children 

 



ESPLOST IV:  March 15, 2011 

WE PROMISED: LFO Major Renovation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESPLOST IV 

WE PROMISED: September 30, 2010 

 

 

 

 

West Side Elementary Media Center 21st Century Technology 

New Buses Facility Equitability - LMS 



ESPLOT IV: 

WE LISTENED: September 30, 2010 

 

RHS Theater HMS Band Room 

LFO Concession/Restroom LFO Lights 



ESPLOT IV: 

WE LISTENED: September 30, 2010 

 

Projects requested for ESPLOST IV that are 

included in ESPLOST V 

• LFO bleachers  

• RMS athletic fields  

• eBook readers (Let’s Get CONNECTed!) 



Potential ESPLOST V Projects 

Based on Stakeholder input 

2013 Surveys 



The survey said: 

• Maintaining up-to-date technology (ESPLOST) 

• Protecting taxpayers’ investment in facilities with 

clean, well-maintained, up-to-date, and 

safe/secure buildings (ESPLOST) 

• Investing taxpayer resources wisely to provide a 

high quality education and financial stability 

(ESPLOST) 

• Providing class sizes within the state guidelines 

(General Fund) 

• Providing competitive salaries and benefits to 

attract and retain quality staff (General Fund) 

What FINANCIAL priorities should the 

school system set for the next 5 years? 



ESPLOST V: Safe and Secure Schools

  

EVERY School 

file://Boe-admin/vol1/Personal/MBROWER/Communications 15-16/ESPLOST V/Trigg County Video edited G.mp4


ESPLOST V: Safe and Secure Schools

  
Sielox Class system:  
• Instantaneous communication  

• Silently dispatches 911 

• Reduces response time in a crisis situation 

• Real-time information for  

 administrators,  

 teachers, and  

 emergency personnel 

• Enables awareness  

 for medical  

 emergencies 

•  Provides important  

 daily information 

 

EVERY School 



ESPLOST V: Safe and Secure Schools

  

Additional Safety Projects:  

• Evaluating visitor entrances 

• Evaluating front door access lock 

systems (“Mag Locks”) 

• Installing classroom locks for lockdown 

situations  

• Rekeying classroom doors to system’s 

patented lock 

• Enhancing surveillance equipment 

• Installing AEDs   

 (automated external defibrillator) 



ESPLOST V: Clean & Well-maintained 

17 schools 

1,859,882 square feet in facilities 

7 schools are over 50 years old 

 

ESPLOST IV   Budget/yr. 

• Roofing     $200,000/yr. 

• Painting    $100,000/yr. 

• HVAC    $100,000/yr. 

• Cleaning Equipment  $  25,000/yr. 

     $425,000/yr. 



ESPLOST V: Facility Equitability  

GRAYSVILLE ELEMENTARY 

 BUILT IN 1950 

 

     

Existing 
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ESPLOST V: Facility Equitability   
September 30, 2010 comments 

“Move the bus barn from the Ringgold campus.” 

“RMS is the only school without baseball/softball facilities.  

Please don’t leave our school at the mercy of other schools 

or recreation departments.” 



ESPLOST V:   

Update aging playgrounds at every 

elementary school 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EVERY Elementary School 

 



ESPLOST V:  Technology  

 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CATOOSA COUNTY  

EVERY school, EVERY student, EVERY teacher 
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ESPLOST V:  Technology  
BLENDED LEARNING 

Blended learning is an education program in which a student learns at least in 

part through delivery of content and instruction via digital and online media with 

some element of student control over time, place, path, or pace. While still 

attending a school structure, face-to-face classroom methods are combined with 

computer-mediated activities.  Wikipedia 

 

 



ESPLOST V:  Technology  

 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CATOOSA COUNTY  

K – 2:  iPad at school 

3 – 8:  Chromebook at 

school 

9 – 12: Chromebook 

at school and home 

Purchase digital 

classroom software 

 Improve Wi-Fi access 

Training for teachers 
 

Georgia DOE mandate: 

80% of students must take their 

state-mandated assessment 

online by 2017 



Planned Projects: 

Enhancing student safety: 

• Sielox (every school) 

• Additional cameras, door barricades, & rekeying doors 

• Updating aging playgrounds (every elementary) 

• Buses 

Preparing Students for the 21st Century: 

• iPad (tablet) or Chromebook (every student) 

• Digital Classroom Platforms (every school) 

• Enhanced Wi-Fi infrastructure (every school) 

Maintaining Facility Equitability: 

• Graysville Elementary School Renovation 

• RMS baseball/softball complex 

• Athletic facilities for middle school (every middle school) 

• LFO High School replace Warriors stadium bleachers 

Maintaining the Community’s Investment in Facilities: 

• HVAC, roofing, painting, cleaning (every school) 

 

 

 

 



E very  

S tudent 

P articipates in 

L earning  

O pportunities in 

S afe and Secure schools with 

T echnology-driven instruction 

 

V ote March 1, 2016 


