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Dropout Prevention Information Sheet

Why Students Dropout

· Student retention

· One grade retention increases the risk of dropping out by 40% - 50 %.

· More than one grade retention increases the risk by 90%.

· Poverty 

· Students in families under financial stress often do not have the printed materials or access to technology to enhance their learning.
· School safety

· Some of the reasons students do not feel safe at school include:

· Bullying,

· Disruptive students,

· Lack of peer acceptance or feeling isolated.

· Limited English proficiency 

· These students have a substantially higher dropout rate.

· Attendance at schools in small rural communities or isolation
· Students are often at a disadvantage because their schools may lack the money, staffing, and programs to meet their needs.

· Social or community problems 

· Major social and community problems include, but are not limited to:

· Single-parent homes,

· Lack of supervision during non-school hours,

· Parents or other siblings who have dropped out,

· Need/desire of teens for full-time employment,

· Community industry that encourages teens to seek full-time employment,
· Child-abuse and neglect,

· Teen sexual activity/pregnancy.

· Students’ learning styles

· Students who experience learning/behavioral difficulties often learn differently and/or at a different pace, which must be accommodated for success.
· Multiple suspensions

· The loss of classroom instruction inhibits students who are already at-risk of school failure or non-completion.
· Lack of rapport or communication of teachers and administrators

· Drug and alcohol abuse by family members

How to Address the Dropout Issue

1. Establish a truancy/dropout task force or team

· School officials

· Administrators

· Counselors

· Grade level representatives

· Social workers/behavior interventionist

· Key central office personnel

· Others as needed

· Community representatives

· Business leaders

· Law enforcement

· Truancy officer/juvenile justice

· Higher education representatives

· Others as needed

2. Analyze data: 1) to develop a prevention plan and 2) to examine individual student needs*

· Truancy and attendance reports

· Dropout data to consider age and grade
· School Incident Reports (SIR)

· Local Code of Conduct reports

· School assessment data

· Individual student’s assessment data

· PRIDE data

· Teacher-made tests

· Career-interest surveys

· Related information from parents and teachers

· Other related reports/records

 *Schools need to do a comprehensive study and analysis of all data relating to any student with any grades below C, and/or other at-risk indicators.  Early identification of behavior, academic, attendance and safety issues is the first major step of a comprehensive plan.

3.  Implement plan

· Begin early, as early as kindergarten, but at least by 2nd or 3rd grade, to assess individual student strengths and needs 

· Set high expectations for academics, behaviors, and attendance

· Administer school climate survey – identify reasons for students’ absences and truancy

· Consider early BBSST intervention

· Ensure effective involvement of administrator, guidance counselor, social worker and/or behavior interventionist 

· Review and revise plan as necessary for success

4.  Provide follow-up and positive reinforcements for all students, but especially   


those students at risk of school failure or non-completion.

Notes and Ideas

1. Schools need a research-based alternative education program for at-risk students.

2. Schools should utilize mentoring, service learning, community resources for student services, home visits/contacts and active parental involvement.

3. Schools need an effective tracking system that is communicated among the schools and follows a student’s school career.

4. Schools need sufficient school counselors, social workers, behavior interventionist/therapists who stay actively involved with student.

10 Tips to Help Your Students Stay in School

1. Develop and maintain good rapport with all students.
2. Set high but realistic expectations for all students.

3. Be positive to build students’ self-esteem and confidence.

4. Provide a positive school and classroom climate.

5. Seek strong parental involvement.

6. Establish good communication with home.

7. Encourage exploration and discovery.

8. Help your students develop good relationships.

9. Provide a safe learning environment for students.

10. Promote student participation in community service.

Some Resource Links*

National Dropout Prevention Center/Network (includes 15 effective strategies for Dropout Prevention)

www.dropoutprevention.org (click NDPC/N, then click Effective Strategies)

Eye on Education

www.eyeoneducation.com
Discovery Education

www.discoveryeducation.com
Some Publications of Interest*

Helping Students Graduate: A Strategic Approach to Dropout Prevention


By Jay Smink and Franklin P. Schargel

Strategies to Help Solve Our School Dropout Problem


By Franklin P. Schargel and Jay Smink

Dropout Prevention TOOLS


By Franklin P. Schargel

Best Practices to Help At-Risk Learners


By Franklin P. Schargel
*Other links and books found on various search engines
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