
 

CENSUS 101: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
The 2020 Censusis closer than you think!

Here’s a quick refresher of whatit is and whyit’s essential that everyone is counted.

Everyone
counts.
The census

counts every

personliving in

the U.S. once,

only once, and in

the right place.

It’s aboutfair
representation.
Every 10 years,

the results of the

census are used to

reapportion the

House of

Representatives,

determining how

many seats each

state gets.

 

It’s in the
constitution.
The U.S. Constitution mandates

that everyone in the country be

counted every 10 years. Thefirst

census wasin 1790.

 

                 

 

    

 

It’s about
$675 billion.

cop
The distribution of

more than $675billion

in federal funds,

grants and support to Taking part is
states, counties and OC 2
communities are I your CIVIC duty.
based on censusdata. LU

That moneyis spent on =0 Completing the census
schools, hospitals, CG is mandatory:it’s a way

It’s about
redistricting.
After each decade’s census,state

officials redraw the boundaries of the

congressional and state legislative

districts in their states to account for

population shifts.“))

roads, public works and to participate in our
othervital programs. democracy and say “1

COUNT!”    
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Census data are . .
being used all data to decide where

to build factories,

around you a offices and stores,

| fe whichcreate jobs.

 

 

    

   
Local governments

use the census for

public safety and

  

   

   

 

    

emergency
preparedness. /

Residents use the census to

support community UU UU

initiatives involving Oo oo Real estate

legislation, quality-of-life developers use

and consumer advocacy. HI the censusto build
     
 

new homes and

revitalize old

neighborhoods.

 Your privacy
is protected.

It’s against the law for the ; .

Census Bureau to publicly 2020 WI il be

release your responsesin any .
way that could identify you or easier than eveP,

your household.

 

 
By law, the Census Bureau

cannot share your answers with

any other government agency.

able to respond to the

I In 2020, you will be

censusonline.

 

     
 You can help.

You are the expert—we need

your ideas on the best way to

make sure everyone in your

community gets counted.
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How the 2020 Censuswill invite

everyoneto respond

 

Whatto Expectin the Mail

Whenit’s time to respond, most householdswill receive an invitation in the mail.

Every household will have the option of responding online, by mail, or by phone.

Depending on howlikely your area is to respond online, you'll receive either an invitation

encouraging you to respond online or an invitation along with a paper questionnaire.

Letter Invitation Letter Invitation and Paper Questionnaire

=» Most areas of the countryare likely to respond » Areas that are less likely to respond online

online, so most households will receive a will receive a paper questionnaire along with

letter asking you to go online to complete the their invitation. The invitation will also include

census questionnaire. information about how to respond online or

by phone.
We plan on working with the U.S. Postal

Service to stagger the delivery of these

invitations over several days. This way we can

spread out the numberof users responding

online, and we'll be able to serve you betterif

you need help over the phone.

 

Weunderstand you might missourinitial
WHAT WEWILL SENDIN THE MAIL letter in the mail.

On or between You’ll receive: » Every household that hasn’t already
respondedwill receive reminders and will

 

aren d2-26 Salhitaee eventually receive a paper questionnaire.

(Some households # |t doesn’t matter whichinitial invitation

will also receive paper you get or how youget it—wewill follow

questionnaires.) up in person with all households that don’t

respond.
March 16-24 A reminderletter.
 

If you haven’t
respondedyet:
 

March 26-April3 A reminder postcard.
 

 

April 8-16 A reminderletter and

paper questionnaire.

April 20-27 A final reminder postcard

before we follow up in

person.  
United States

elas
020 
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How the 2020 Censuswill invite
everyone to respond

 

Every household will have the option of responding

online, by mail, or by phone.

Nearly every householdwill receive an invitation to participate
in the 2020 Census from either a postal worker or a census worker.

©95% of householdswill receive their census invitation in the mail.
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Almost 5% of households Less than 1% of households
will receive their census invitation will be counted in person by a census

whena census taker dropsit off. taker, instead of being invited to

In these areas, the majority of respondon their own. Wedothis

households may not receive mail in very remote areaslike parts of

at their home’s physical location northern Maine, remote Alaska, and

(like households that use PO in select American Indian areas that

boxes or areas recently affected ask to be countedin person.

by natural disasters).

Note: We havespecial procedures to count people who don’tlive in households, such as studentsliving in

university housing or people experiencing homelessness.

United States

ensus
1020
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A Message from the  
Census Bureau Director 

We pledge to keep your answers confdential. 
This commitment means you can provide honest 
answers to our questions knowing that they will 
only be merged into thousands of others to paint a 
portrait of the country. The Census Bureau knows 
that our pledge of confdentiality is key in obtaining 
accurate data. 

Without you, the country doesn’t have timely 
statistical information about how we are doing 
economically, educationally, or socially. This is a 
fundamental way that the American public can 
make sure that our democracy is well informed. 

For statistical surveys to work, those chosen at 
random to be surveyed must respond. We want 
you to feel safe doing this. The Census Bureau has 
successfully protected respondents’ answers for 
more than 100 years. 

Our highest priority at the Census Bureau is 
using your answers only for determining how the 
country is doing. By law, we cannot share your 
answers with anyone—including other federal 
agencies and state and local law enforcement 
agencies. In 2010, the Justice Department 
determined that no provision of the U.S. Patriot 
Act overrides the provisions of Title 13 that 
protects the confdentiality of Census Bureau data. 

For More Information 

•  About our data protection and privacy 
    policy, go to census.gov/privacy. 

•  About how your information is used to 
    help measure the nation’s people, places
    and economy, go to census.gov. 

•  About Census Bureau products and 
    services, call our national Customer  
    Services Center at 1-800-923-8282 or  
    visit ask.census.gov. 

•  About statistics on your community, 
    visit quickfacts.census.gov. 

•  About Census Bureau activities in your 
    region, visit census.gov/regions for  
    contact information and a complete  
    listing of the states or counties covered 
    by each Regional Ofce. 

The U.S. Census Bureau 
Respects Your Privacy and 
Protects Your Personal Informatio n 

Issued July 2012 U.S. Department of Commerce 
BC-1428RV Economics and Statistics Administration 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 

census.gov 

www.census.gov/privacy
www.census.gov
www.ask.census.gov
www.quickfacts.census.gov
www.census.gov/regions
www.census.gov


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

     
  

 

 
 

 

 

We Protect Your Information. 

It’s Safe 
Participating in Census Bureau censuses and 
surveys is safe. Your answers are protected 
by law and are not shared with anyone. 

The Laws 
Title 13 of the U.S. Code ensures that all 
information collected by the Census Bureau is 
used for statistical purposes only. 

The Confdential Information Protection and 
Statistical Efciency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA) also 
provides strong confdentiality protections for 
statistical information collections. 

The Oath 
All Census Bureau employees take an oath of 
nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the 
confdentiality of all data collected by the agency. 

The Penalties 
The penalty for unlawful disclosure of information 
protected by Title 13 of the U.S. Code and CIPSEA 
is a fne of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up 
to 5 years, or both. 

Safety in the Digital Age 
The Census Bureau protects your information 
through passwords, frewalls, encryption and 
other technological safeguards. 

It’s Confdential 
The Census Bureau is bound by strict laws 
and solemn commitment to protect the 
confdential information we collect. 

• We protect the identity of individuals and    
   businesses, starting from the point at which the 
   data are collected and continuing decades after 
   statistics are published. 

• Only authorized Census Bureau employees    
   who have a business need to know can see your 
   personal identifable information. 

• No authority can obtain your personal 
   information from the Census Bureau—not even 
   the White House. 

• Copies of census questionnaires cannot be 
   subpoenaed for use in a court of law nor 
   released to anyone until after 72 years. 

• Data collected on individuals or establishments 
   may not be disclosed under the Freedom of 
   Information Act. 

• Statistical totals are even withheld if they 
   represent a geographic area so small that 
   someone might be identifed. 

It’s Important 
The Census Bureau measures the 
nation’s people, places, and economy. By 
participating in a census or survey, you 
help shape the future for yourself, your 
community, and the country. 

Your Community 
The Census Bureau is often the only source of 
statistics at the local level every year, giving 
even the smallest communities accurate, timely 
information that is essential for decision-making. 

The data that you provide tells us vital 
information about emerging trends, such as the 
condition of education, hospital care, retail sales, 
and crime. 

Our Economy 
The Census Bureau provides critical, timely 
information on the health of the U.S. and local 
economy. 

Economic data collected by the Census Bureau 
form the basis for the national unemployment 
rate, ofcial income and poverty statistics, 
Consumer Price Index, monthly housing statistics, 
and other economic indicators. 

census.gov/privacy 



Why WeAsk

The 2020 Censusis easy. The questions are simple.

The census asks questions that provide a snapshot of the nation.

Census results affect your voice in government, how much funding

your community receives, and how your community plans for the future.

Whenyoufill out the census, you help:

¢« Determine how many seats your state gets in Congress.

* Guide how more than $675billion in federal funding is distributed to

states and communities each year.

* Create jobs, provide housing, prepare for emergencies, and build schools,

roads and hospitals.

Population Count (Numberof People Living or Staying)

We ask this question to collect an accurate count of the number of people at

each address on Census Day, April 1, 2020. Each decade, census results

determine how many seats your state gets in Congress. State and local

officials use census counts to draw boundaries for districts like congressional

districts, state legislative districts and school districts.

Any Additional People Living or Staying

Our goal is to count people once, only once and in the right place according

to where they live on Census Day. Keeping this goal in mind, we ask this

question to ensure that everyoneliving at an address is counted.

Owner/Renter

We ask about whether a home is owned or rented to create statistics about

homeownership and renters. Homeownership rates serve as an indicator of

the nation's economy and help in administering housing programs and

informing planning decisions.

Phone Number

We ask for a phone numberin case we need to contact you. We will never

share your numberand will only contact you if needed for official Census

Bureau business.
 

Name

We ask for names to ensure everyone in the house is counted. Listing

the name of each personin the household helps respondents include all

members, particularly in large households where a respondent may

forget who was counted and who wasnot.

 
Cen States” U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

GmBureau census.gov
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Sex

We ask about the sex of each person to create statistics about males

and females. Census data about sex are used in planning and funding

government programs,and in evaluating other government programs

and policies to ensure theyfairly and equitably serve the needs of males

and females. These statistics are also used to enforce laws, regulations

and policies against discrimination in government programsandin society.

Age and DateofBirth

We ask about age and date ofbirth to understand the size and

characteristics of different age groups and to present other data by age.

Local, state, tribal and federal agencies use age data to plan and fund

government programsthat provide assistance or services for specific age

groups, such as children, working-age adults, women of childbearing age, or

the older population. These statistics also help enforce laws, regulations and

policies against age discrimination in government programs and in society.

Hispanic, Latino or Spanish Origin

We ask about whether a person is of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin to

create statistics about this ethnic group. The data collected in this question

are needed by federal agencies to monitor compliance with

anti-discrimination provisions, such as under the Voting Rights Act and the

Civil Rights Act.

Race

We ask about a person's race to create statistics about race and to present

other statistics by race groups. The data collected in this question are needed

by federal agencies to monitor compliance with anti-discrimination provisions,

such as under the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act. State

governments use the data to determine congressional, state and local voting

districts.

Whethera Person Lives or Stays Somewhere Else

Our goal is to count people once, only once and in the right place according

to where they live on Census Day. Keeping this goal in mind, we ask this

question to ensure individuals are not included at multiple addresses.

Relationship

We ask about the relationship of each person in a household to one central

person to create estimates about families, households and other groups.

Relationship data are used in planning and funding government programs

that provide funds or services for families, people living or raising children

alone, grandparents living with grandchildren, or other households that

qualify for additional assistance.

 
Citizenship

A question about a person's citizenship is used to create statistics about

citizen and noncitizen populations. These statistics are essential for

enforcing the Voting Rights Act and its protections against voting

discrimination. Knowing how many people reside in the community and

how many of those peopleare citizens, in combination with other

information, provides the statistical information that helps the

government enforce Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act and its

protections against discrimination in voting.

 
 

Connect with us

@uscensusbureau
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The 2020 Census

and Confidentiality
 

Your responsesto the 2020 Censusare safe, secure, and

protected by federal law. Your answers can only be usedto

producestatistics—they cannot be used against you in any

way. By law, all responses to U.S. Census Bureau household

and business surveys are kept completely confidential.

Respond to the 2020 Censusto shapethe future.

Responding to the census helps communities get the funding they

need and helps businesses make data-driven decisions that grow

the economy. Census data impact our daily lives, informing import-

ant decisions about funding for services and infrastructure in your

community, including health care, senior centers, jobs, political rep-

resentation, roads, schools, and businesses. More than $675billion in

federal funding flows back to states and local communities each year

based on censusdata.
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Your census responsesare safe and secure.

The Census Bureau is required by law to protect any personal infor-

Mation wecollect and keepit strictly confidential. The Census Bureau

can only use your answersto producestatistics. In fact, every Census

Bureau employee takes an oath to protect your personal information

for life. Your answers cannot be used for law enforcement purposes

or to determine your personal eligibility for government benefits.

By law, your responses cannot be used against you.

By law, your census responses cannot be used against you by any

government agency or court in any way—notby the Federal Bureau

of Investigation (FBI), not by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),

not by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and not by

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement(ICE). The law requires

the Census Bureau to keep your information confidential and use your

responses only to producestatistics.
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The law is clear—no

personal information

can beshared.

Under Title 13 of the

U.S. Code, the Census

Bureau cannot release

any identifiable informa-

tion aboutindividuals,

households, or businesses,

even to law enforcement

agencies.

The law states that the

information collected may

only be used for statisti-

cal purposes and no other

purpose.

To supporthistorical

research, Title 44 of the

U.S. Code allows the

National Archives and

Records Administration to

release census records only

after 72 years.

All Census Bureaustaff take

a lifetime oath to protect

your personal information,

and any violation comes

with a penalty of up to

$250,000 and/or up to

5 years in prison. 
D-1254

The 2020 Census

and Confidentiality
 

Your responsesto the 2020 Censusare safe, secure, and

protected by federal law. Your answers can only be usedto

producestatistics—they cannot be used against you in any

way. By law, all responses to U.S. Census Bureau household

and business surveys are kept completely confidential.

Respond to the 2020 Censusto shapethe future.

Responding to the census helps communities get the funding they

need and helps businesses make data-driven decisions that grow

the economy. Census data impact our daily lives, informing import-

ant decisions about funding for services and infrastructure in your

community, including health care, senior centers, jobs, political rep-

resentation, roads, schools, and businesses. More than $675billion in

federal funding flows back to states and local communities each year

based on censusdata.

se eS
ws =

Your census responsesare safe and secure.

The Census Bureau is required by law to protect any personal infor-

Mation wecollect and keepit strictly confidential. The Census Bureau

can only use your answersto producestatistics. In fact, every Census

Bureau employee takes an oath to protect your personal information

for life. Your answers cannot be used for law enforcement purposes

or to determine your personal eligibility for government benefits.

By law, your responses cannot be used against you.

By law, your census responses cannot be used against you by any

government agency or court in any way—notby the Federal Bureau

of Investigation (FBI), not by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),

not by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and not by

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement(ICE). The law requires

the Census Bureau to keep your information confidential and use your

responses only to producestatistics.

CenStates

ensus
2020

 

Ves

AWS\

NEA
The law is clear—no

personal information

can beshared.

Under Title 13 of the

U.S. Code, the Census

Bureau cannot release

any identifiable informa-

tion aboutindividuals,

households, or businesses,

even to law enforcement

agencies.

The law states that the

information collected may

only be used for statisti-

cal purposes and no other

purpose.

To supporthistorical

research, Title 44 of the

U.S. Code allows the

National Archives and

Records Administration to

release census records only

after 72 years.

All Census Bureaustaff take

a lifetime oath to protect

your personal information,

and any violation comes

with a penalty of up to

$250,000 and/or up to

5 years in prison. 
D-1254



There are no exceptions.

The law requires the Census Bureau to keep everyone’s information
confidential. By law, your responses cannot be used against you by
any government agency or court in any way. The Census Bureau will
not share an individual’s responses with immigration enforcement
agencies, law enforcement agencies, or allow that information to be
used to determine eligibility for government benefits. Title 13 makes
it very clear that the data we collect can only be usedforstatistical
purposes—wecannotallow it to be used for anything else, including
law enforcement.

It’s your choice: you can respond securely online, by mail,
or by phone.

You will have the option of responding online, by mail, or by phone.
Households that don’t respondin one of these wayswill be visited by
a censustaker to collect the information in person. Regardless of how
you respond,your personal information is protected by law.

Your online responsesare safe from hacking and other
cyberthreats.

The Census Bureautakes strong precautions to keep online responses
secure. All data submitted online are encrypted to protect personal
privacy, and our cybersecurity program meets the highest and most
recent standards for protecting personal information. Once the data
are received, they are no longer online. From the moment the Census
Bureau collects responses, our focus and legal obligation is to keep
them safe.

Weare committed to confidentiality.

At the U.S. Census Bureau, we are absolutely committed to keeping
your responses confidential. This commitment meansit is safe to
provide your answers and knowthat they will only be used to painta
statistical portrait of our nation and communities.

Learn more about the Census Bureau’s data protection and privacy
program at www.census.gov/privacy.
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Lawsprotecting

personal census

information have

withstood challenges.

In 1982, the U.S. Supreme

Court confirmed that even

addressesare confidential

and cannot be disclosed

throughlegal discovery or

the Freedom of Information

Act (FOIA). In 2010, the

U.S. Justice Department

determined that the Patriot

Act does not override

the law that protects the

confidentiality of individual

census responses. No court

of law can subpoena census

responses.

 
Connect with us

@uscensusbureau
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Counting Young Children
in the 2020 Census
Counting everyone once, only once, and in the right place

An estimated 5 percent of kids under the age of 5 weren’t counted in the

2010 Census. That’s about 1 million young children, the highest of any

age group.

We need yourhelp closing this gap in the 2020 Census. Here’s what our

research tells us about why young children are missed and what you can

do to help make sure they are counted.

Commonsituations

where youngchildren
aren’t counted

 

  ¥
The child splits time between

two homes.

The child lives or stays with

another family or with another

relative such as a grandparent.

 

 

How you can help?

 

Emphasize that the census counts everyone wherethey live and sleep

mostof the time, evenif the living arrangementis temporary or the parents

of the child do notlive there.

If the child truly soends equal amountsof time between two homes, count

them where they stayed on CensusDay, April 1. Coordinate with the other

parent or caregiver, if possible, so the child is not counted at both homes.

If it’s not clear where the child lives or sleeps most of the time, count them

where they stayed on Census Day,April 1.

 

v

The child lives in a lower income

household.

Explain to service providers and families that responding to the census

helps determine $675 billion in local funding for programs such as food

stamps(also called the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program or

SNAP), the National School Lunch Program, and the Children’s Health

Insurance Program (CHIP). When children are missed in the census, these

programs miss out on funding that is based on the numberof children

counted.

 

if
The child lives in a household

with young parents or a young,
single mom.

Explain that filling out the census yourself, on your own schedule, is easier

than having to respond when a census worker knocks on your door. Remind

these households that the form should only take about 10 minutestofill
out and can be doneonline or over the phone, in addition to mailing it back.

Encourage momswith young children to ask other household membersto

count them and their children on the form if others live in the household.

 

The child is a newborn.

Cen: States®
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Emphasize that parents should include babies on censusforms,evenif they

are still in the hospital on April 1.

Encouragefacilities providing services to newborns to remind parents

about the importance of counting their children on the census form.

Highlight the fact that the census form only takes about 10 minutes to

complete, and parents can fill it out online or over the phonein addition to

paper at a time that works best for them.

U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

census.gov

Connectwith us
@uscensusbureau



Commonsituations

where young children
aren’t counted

How youcanhelp?

 

The child lives in a household that

is large, multigenerational, or

includes extended or multiple

families.

Remind the personfilling out the form to countall children, including

nonrelatives and children with no other placeto live, even if they are only

living at the address temporarily on April 1.

Spread the word that the census countsall people living or staying at an

address, not just the person or family who ownsorrents the property.

 

BE wats
The child lives in a household that

rents or recently moved.

Encourage renters and recent movers to complete their census forms

online or over the phone,right away. That way they don’t need to worry

about paper forms getting lost in the move.

Focusefforts on multiunit buildings that are likely to have renters.

 

4
The child lives in a household

where they’re not supposedto be,

for one reason or another.

Please explain to those that have children living in places where they

aren’t allowed (for example, grandparentsin a seniors-only residence that

have a grandchild living with them, a family with more people, including

children, than the lease allows) that they should include the children

because the Census Bureau doesnot share informationso it can’t be used
against them.

Emphasize the Census Bureau’s legal commitment to keep census

responsesconfidential.

Explain that the Census Bureau will never share information with

immigration enforcement agencieslike Immigration and Customs

Enforcement (ICE), law enforcement agencies like the police or Federal

Bureau of Investigation (FBI), or allow this information to be used to

determineeligibility for government benefits.

 

OE
The child lives in a non-English

or limited-English speaking

Conduct outreach and create resources in non-English languages that

highlight the importance of counting young children.

Encourage non-English speakersto self-respond to the census andlet

them knowthat for the 2020 Census, the online form and telephoneline

will be available in 13 languages, including English. Language guides will be

available in 59 languages other than English.

 

household.

The child lives in a household of

recent immigrants or foreign-

born adults.

Work with community members to conduct outreach in neighborhoods

with recent immigrants. Focus efforts on the community’s gathering places

like local grocery stores, places of worship, and small restaurants.

Emphasize the Census Bureau’s legal commitment to keep census

responses confidential. Explain that the Census Bureau will never share

information with immigration enforcement agencieslike Immigration and

Customs Enforcement(ICE), law enforcement agencieslike the police or

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), or allow this information to be used

to determineeligibility for government benefits.



1 Decision making at all levels 
of government.

2 Drawing federal, state, and 
local legislative districts.

3 Attracting new businesses to 
state and local areas.

4
Distributing over $675 billion 
annually in federal funds and 
even more in state funds.

5
Forecasting future 
transportation needs for all 
segments of the population.

6
Planning for hospitals, nursing 
homes, clinics, and the location 
of other health services.

7
Forecasting future housing 
needs for all segments of  
the population.

8 Directing funds for services 
for people in poverty.

9 Designing public  
safety strategies.

10 Development of rural areas.

11 Analyzing local trends.

12
Estimating the number  
of people displaced by  
natural disasters.

13
Developing assistance 
programs for American 
Indians and Alaska Natives.

14
Creating maps to speed 
emergency services  
to households in need  
of assistance.

15 Delivering goods and  
services to local markets.

16
Designing facilities for people 
with disabilities, the elderly,  
or children.

17 Planning future  
government services.

18 Planning investments and 
evaluating financial risk.

19
Publishing economic and 
statistical reports about the 
United States and its people.

20 Facilitating scientific research.

21 Developing “intelligent” maps 
for government and business.

22
Providing proof of age, 
relationship, or residence 
certificates provided by  
the Census Bureau.

23 Distributing medical research.

24 Reapportioning seats in the 
House of Representatives.

25
Planning and researching  
for media as backup for  
news stories.

26 Drawing school  
district boundaries.

27 Planning budgets for 
government at all levels.

28
Spotting trends in the 
economic well-being of  
the nation.

29 Planning for public 
transportation services.

30
Planning health and 
educational services for 
people with disabilities.

31
Establishing fair market  
rents and enforcing fair 
lending practices.

32
Directing services to children 
and adults with limited 
English-language proficiency.

33 Planning urban land use.

34 Planning outreach strategies.

35 Understanding labor supply.

36
Assessing the  
potential for spread of 
communicable diseases.

37 Making business decisions.

38 Understanding  
consumer needs.

39 Planning for faith-based 
organizations.

40 Locating factory sites  
and distribution centers.

41 Distributing catalogs and 
developing direct mail pieces.

42
Setting a standard for  
creating both public and 
private sector surveys.

43 Evaluating programs in 
different geographic areas.

44 Providing genealogical 
research.

45 Planning for school projects.

46 Developing adult  
education programs.

47 Researching historical  
subject areas.

48
Determining areas eligible 
for housing assistance and 
rehabilitation loans.

How census data is used 



U.S. Census Bureau 
at a Glance
How well do you know the 50 states?

The Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency. We are dedicated to providing current facts and figures 
about America’s people, places, and economy. Federal law 
protects the confidentiality of all the information the Census 
Bureau collects.

OUR STATISTICAL PROGRAMS 

Censuses

• The Decennial Census is the once-a-decade population and 
housing count required by the U.S. Constitution. The Census 
Bureau counts all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, and the Island Areas. The results of the decennial census 
determine the number of seats for each state in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and are used to draw congressional and state 
legislative districts and to distribute more than $675 billion in 
federal funds each year.

• The Economic Census measures the nation’s economy every five 
years, providing vital statistics for virtually every industry and 
geographic area in the country.

• The Census of Governments provides comprehensive data about 
the nearly 90,000 state and local governments in the nation every 
five years.

Surveys

• The American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing annual 
survey that shows what the U.S. population looks like and how 
it lives. The ACS helps communities decide where to target 
services and resources.

• Demographic surveys measure income, poverty, education, 
health insurance coverage, housing quality, crime victimization, 
computer usage, and many other subjects. 

• Economic surveys are conducted monthly, quarterly, and 
yearly. They cover selected sectors of the nation’s economy 
and supplement the Economic Census with more-frequent 
information about the dynamic economy. These surveys yield 
more than 400 annual economic reports, including principal 
economic indicators.

• Sponsored surveys are demographic and economic surveys 
that we conduct for other government agencies. They 
include the Current Population Survey, the National Health 
Interview Survey, and the National Survey of College 
Graduates.

Our Mission

The U.S. Census Bureau’s mission 
is to serve as the nation’s leading 
provider of quality data about its 
people and economy.

Our History

Thomas Jefferson directed 
the first census in 1790. 
As required by the U.S. 
Constitution, a census has 
been taken every 10 years 
thereafter. In 1840, the 
Census Act authorized the 
establishment of a centralized 
Census Office. In 1902, the 
Census Office became a 
permanent organization within 
the Department of Interior. A 
year later, it was renamed 
the Bureau of the Census and 
moved to the new Department 
of Commerce and Labor.

October 2018



Population Estimates and Projections

• Every year, the Census Bureau publishes population 
estimates and demographic components of change, such 
as births, deaths, and migration. This data can be sorted by 
characteristics such as age, sex, and race, as well as by national, 
state, and county location.

• The Census Bureau estimates population size and 
characteristics. Population projections are based on future 
demographic trends, including births, life expectancy, and 
migration patterns.

Data Tools and Apps at census.gov 

• QuickFacts provides easy access to facts about people, 
business, and geography.

• American FactFinder helps search a massive amount of data at 
multiple levels of geography over time periods.  

• My Congressional District has key stats by Congressional 
district.  

In addition, explore the population clock, economic indicators, 
topical data visualizations, and infographics.

Go to census.gov/developers for access to datasets via APIs. 
Developers should check out the Discovery Tool, sign up for 
e-mail newsletters and information exchanges, and make requests 
for features and data via the Developer Forum.

Contact Us 
There are many reasons you may want to contact the Census 
Bureau. Please see our list of contacts to help decide which  
is best for you.

Call Center: 301-763-INFO (4636) or 800-923-8282

TDD: TTY users can dial 800-877-8339 to use the Federal 
Relay Service.

News Media: 301-763-3030

Request a free data workshop, training, or presentation:
E-mail: census.askdata@census.gov
Phone: 844-ASK-DATA (844-275-3282) 

Mailing Address via private carriers (FedEx, DHL, UPS, 
couriers and suppliers): 
 U.S. Census Bureau 
 4600 Silver Hill Road 
 Suitland, MD 20746

Social Media: Connect with the U.S. Census Bureau using 
social media.

Follow Us @uscensusbureau

Explore the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
statistics about America’s people, 
places, and economy at census.gov. 

Research

The Census Bureau engages in a 
range of scientific and statistical 
activities. We actively research 
survey and questionnaire design 
as well as different modes of 
data collection, processing, and 
dissemination.

Geography

The Census Bureau maintains a 
nationwide geographic database that 
includes boundary information for 
legal, statistical, and administrative 
areas. We also track physical 
features such as streets and rivers for 
geographic area delineation.

The Census Bureau maintains a 
national address file to support 
censuses and surveys.

International Stats

The Census Bureau produces 
international demographic data, 
estimates, projections, and reports. 
The Census Bureau also provides 
technical advisory services for 
foreign governments.

Regional Offices

We have regional offices in 
Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, 
Los Angeles, New York, and 
Philadelphia. For more information, 
visit census.gov/regions.



Be
JOIN THE 2020 CENSUS TEAM

 A Census Taker
Extra income
Flexible hours
Weekly pay
Paid training

Apply Online
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

For more information or help applying, please call 
1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service: 
1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

D-497 (PO)



Shape our children’s future.  
Start with the 2020 Census.

Young children experience new 

adventures each day, and little ones 

need all of the support they can get 

during these early years.

Filling out the 2020 Census is one 

easy way to provide resources for 

children and their communities for the 

next 10 years. The 2020 Census counts 

everyone living in the United States 

and its territories. 

While all children need to be counted, 

those under the age of 5 are often missed. When newborn babies and children are 

not counted, support for programs such as health insurance, hospitals, childcare, food 

assistance, schools, and early childhood development is impacted.

Right now, students across the country are learning all about the 2020 Census through 

the Statistics in Schools program. This program offers free materials and resources to 

schools for grades pre-K through 12. The resources help students understand the value 

of real-life data and prepare them for an increasingly data-driven world. You can find 

materials such as activities, a storybook, and a song that can be used with children  

ages 2-5 at CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS.

https://census.gov/schools


Make sure you do your part to count all children.  
In March 2020, when you respond to the census, 
here is what you need to know:

 � Count all children who live in your home whether they are related to you or not.

 � If a child’s time is evenly divided between two households, count where the  

child is on Census Day—April 1, 2020.

 � Count children who are living in your home on April 1, 2020, even if they  

are only staying with you temporarily.

 � Count newborn babies, even if they are still in the hospital on April 1, 2020. 

Responding to the census is easy, safe, and important. You can complete the form 

online, by phone, or by mail. 

And remember: Just like you protect the children in your care, the U.S. Census Bureau 

protects your privacy. The law requires the Census Bureau to keep your information 

confidential, and your responses cannot be used against you.

Help shape their future by going to 2020CENSUS.GOV.

https://2020census.gov/en

