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AS WE GATHER: Foundations II: When you build a house, the
most critical point is developing the proper, solid foundation,
right? If you don't have a solid foundation, the most beautiful
looking home can be ruined in the shortest amount of time. Just
like a home, our faith needs a firm foundation to stand up
against the storms of life and doubt as well. In this second
series on the foundations of our faith, we will study how our
faith is rooted in the grace of Jesus. We will be learning more
about how Jesus delivers that grace in our lives today: through
His Word, Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
OPENING HYMN #477

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”

1

Alleluia, alleluia!
Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim
For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,
Now is risen from the dead.

2

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil
In confusion and retreat;
Once He died, and once was buried:
Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,
Whom we worship and adore.

3

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to God on high:
Alleluia to the Savior
Who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity!
Alleluia, alleluia
To the triune Majesty!
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INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Pastor:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CATHECHISM LESSON from Luther’s Small Catechism
Pastor:
People:

What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess
our sins, and second, that we receive absolution,
that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that
by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.

Pastor:
People:

What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins,
even those we are not aware of, as we do in the
Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should
confess only those sins which we know and feel
in our hearts.

Pastor:
People:

What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority
which Christ has given to His church on earth to
forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to
withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as
long as they do not repent.

Pastor:
People:

What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ
deal with us by His divine command, in particular
when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners
from the Christian congregation and absolve
those who repent of their sins and want to do
better, this is just as valid and certain, even in
heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us
Himself.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
Merciful Father, we bring before You our
confession, imploring Your mercy for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. We are sinful from birth

and daily add to that burden. Our actions have
been thoughtless and have resulted in evil. Our
words have been hurtful, and we have not always
honored Your name in our speaking. We have left
undone many things that could have brought
glory and praise to You. O Lord, grant us Your
grace and the blessing of forgiveness. By the
renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to
amend our sinful lives, that we may grow daily in
righteousness and be bringers of peace in our
time.
Pastor:

People:

Because of the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, God
promises full and free forgiveness. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all of your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.
Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE #606
1

I lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us
From the accursèd load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus
To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious
Till not a spot remains.

2

I lay my wants on Jesus;
All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases;
My soul He does redeem.
I lay my griefs on Jesus,
My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases;
He all my sorrows shares.

3

I rest my soul on Jesus,
This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces;
I on His breast recline.
I love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes
His name abroad is poured.
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“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

SALUTATION
Pastor
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

People:

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to
lead home His Bride, the Church, that with all the
company of the redeemed we may finally enter
into His eternal wedding feast; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
EPISTLE

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me,
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of
you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is
enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort
him, or he may be over-whelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I
beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I
wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are
obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also
forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven
anything, has been for your sake in the presence of
Christ, 11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we
are not ignorant of his designs.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
All:

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
People:

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
John 20:19-23
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the
twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord.
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I am sending you.”22 And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is
withheld.”
Pastor:
People:
SERMON

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Foundations II: Office of the Keys and Confession
Pastor Seth Flick

HYMN OF THE DAY #575
1

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
(tune: Melita)
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
2

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain
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APOSTLES’ CREED
All:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
THE GATHERING OF OUR THANK OFFERINGS TO THE LORD
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Hear us, merciful Father, as we pray for ourselves,
for the Church, for our nation and for all
conditions and manner of people.

Pastor:

God of mercy, keep us from the doubts and fears
that cripple us and prevent us from knowing the
fullness of Your saving peace and gracious
presence. Teach us to trust in Your Word and to
believe with all our hearts, minds, bodies and
strength in Jesus Christ, crucified for our sins and
raised for our justification.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

God of might, counsel the nations and their
leaders in the paths of peace and justice. Bless us
with wise, faithful and just leaders who will
protect the sanctity of life and defend us against
all enemies, foreign and domestic. Make us wise
and discerning citizens who use the gift of liberty
for noble purpose.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!
God of love, teach us to love one another as You
have loved us. Guide us so that in our
neighborhoods and communities we may manifest
the love of Christ as well as His strength. Deliver
us from all that would threaten our homes and
families. Protect the police, firefighters, disasterrelief workers and medical personnel who attend
to us, as well as the places where we live and
work.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!
God of comfort, give Your aid and relief to all who
suffer want or need, to the sick in their
afflictions, to those troubled in mind, and to those
to whom death draws near. Heal and sustain them

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

according to Your gracious will and preserve them
in faith to eternal life.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!
God of hope, be with those who grieve the loss of
those whom they love. Point them to the promise
of the resurrection and the gift of everlasting life
to all who die in Christ. Deliver us from the
distractions of things that do not matter, that we
may focus on the needful things that You provide
for us and so be found faithful when our Lord
returns in His glory.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!
God of compassion, bless us with the good gifts of
the earth, with the fruits of our honest labors, and
with a kind and generous heart. Accept the
worship of our hearts and voices along with the
tithes and offerings we bring as part of our
gratitude and thanksgiving. Open our eyes and
hearts to the needs of the poor, that we may
serve them in Your name.
Risen Savior, Lord, have mercy. Alleluia!
O blessed God and Lord, hear the prayers of Your
people and teach us to trust in Your will to answer
our prayers with all that is needful and beneficial,
both for us and for all for whom we have prayed;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Pastor:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:
HYMN #490

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.
Amen.
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

1

Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

2

Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.

3

Jesus lives! For me He died,
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

4

Jesus lives! I know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.

5

Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!
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