THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY IN THE CHURCH

AUGUST 2018

It’s been said that the Christian
family is the engine of exponential growth for the Kingdom of
Christ, the Church. For this “engine” to be running smoothly and
at full throttle, families need the
local church to provide them with
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and
support. No other institution other
than the church is present during the family milestones of
childbirth, Holy Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion,
death, and the crisis, celebrative and faith-building periods during the life course of individuals and their families.
Congregations, like ours, need to be there at these important times in the life of a family.
So why should we be concerned about this? The following statistics show the number of adults who profess
and demonstrate faith in Christ continue to dramatically
decline:
“Builders,” born before 1945. 50% - 60% professed
		 faith in Christ.
“Boomers” born between 1946 and 1965. 40%
		 professed faith in Christ.
“GenXers,” born between 1966 and 1985. 25%
		 professed faith in Christ.
“Millennials,” born between 1986 and 2005 – Only 4%
		 profess faith in Christ.
The Millennials are the parents of the next generation.
What will those percentages be for the children of the Millennials if we continue to see the decline of committed
Christians since 1945?
I believe that if we want to change this decline, we
must reclaim the family as the engine for kingdom growth
at Divine Redeemer. We must together address the following four challenges:
First, millennials are having babies. Are we prepared
to provide training and guidance for their marriages and
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families?
Second, family structures have changed over the
years. Are we prepared to address these changes?
Third, stepfamilies or the “non-nuclear” families are a
growing norm in American culture and has been for some
time. Are we prepared to walk with them?
Fourth, children are being born into single mother
families at a faster rate than those being born into the
traditional “one mom-one dad” family. How can we
address this?
Fifth, and finally, our overall population is aging. This
is the first time in the history of the world that there are
more people over the age of 65 than under the age of five,
and America is leading this population trend. Are we, as a
congregation, ready to support families with members in
their later years?
Your Board of Directors, as they move forward with the
planning process, are beginning to center in on the importance of the family in the life of our church and school.
I am optimistic that as we unpack “family ministry,” God
will lead us in new and exciting ways as we better equip
all the various forms of family in our church, school, and
community. It will be a most interesting journey.
From my family to yours, I wish you the most blessed
time for your family as we round out our respective summer vacations. See you in church!
The Christian Family — An Engine for Exponential Growth-Indiana District Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod | https://in.lcms.org/the-christian-family-an-engine-for-exponential-growth/ accessed July 12, 2018

Getting Back to your Spitirual Gift: MERCY
Last winter I started a series in Lifelines with the intent of
informing you about Spiritual Gifts; this month the gift of “mercy”
is discussed. Remember, spiritual gifts are given to those who receive God’s gift of salvation in Christ. They are to be utilized for the
good of others and for His glory. As we use our gifts we experience
personal fulfillment and a deep sense of joy. Identifying and using
your spiritual gifts is a process through which we mature in their utilization. Again, look
over each of the gifts I outline, pray about them and your role in the family of Divine
Redeemer and the community.
Stacy Bader - Director of Connections
SPIRITUAL GIFT OF “MERCY”
The gift of mercy is the special gift whereby the Spirit enables certain Christians to
feel exceptional empathy and compassion for those who are suffering so that they can
devote large amounts of time and energy to alleviate it. This ability to empathize with
hurting people manifests itself into cheerful acts of service. The believer feels deeply
for those with physical, spiritual or emotional needs and is motivated to take action to
meet the needs. The actions taken reflect Christ’s love. James 2:15-16; Luke 10:30-37;
Luke 7:12-15, Matt. 25:34-36
Characteristics:
• Ability to discern the pain in others
• Could have suffering in your past that heightens your level of empathy
• Able to come alongside the hurting and respond in an appropriate manner
• Feels for and serves the lonely and outcasts
• Serve cheerfully in situations where the conditions are difficult and desperate
• Empathetic/Caring/Responsive/Listener/Compassionate/Loving/Sensitive
Cautions:
• Make sure you have the proper emotional support from others
• Realize that you cannot relieve everyone’s suffering. In fact, God uses suffering to
develop people and draw them to Himself
• May find yourself being taken advantage of easily
• Guard against feeling unappreciated
There are many practical ways to utilize this gift:
Personally:
• Help a sick neighbor
• Send cheering cards and letters to people with special needs, the sick or elderly
• Offer transportation to elderly who cannot drive
Within Church:
• Join a team of DR members who are willing to visit church members who are in the
(continued on next page)
hospital or who are shut-in		

Getting Back to your Spitirual Gift: MERCY
(continued from front page)

• Help with clothing or food pantry drives
• Deliver produce from the garden to Hartland Food Pantry or Lake Country Caring
• Be a representative of Divine Redeemer volunteering at Hartland Food Pantry
• Volunteer to be in charge of the mission focus for Kids Connection
• Volunteer to watch children with special needs so that their parents can attend Bible
study or other groups
• Join our Outreach Team already in existence at Divine Redeemer
• Offer to make meals for the sick, injured or elderly who need help
Within the Wider Community
• Volunteer at Katie’s Closet in Waukesha (a medical equipment lending library) 		
teamupwithfamilies.org
• Volunteer at Lake Country Caring lakecountrycaring.com
• Be a representative of Divine Redeemer volunteering at Hartland Food Pantry (find
them on Facebook under Hartland Area Food Pantry)
• Support one of our mission trips through personal participation or collection of
supplies/donations: Haiti, Mexico, Africa
For more information about any of these opportunities please contact Stacy Bader at
stacy.bader@drlc.org.

KIDS CONNECTION: A great way to share the
love of Jesus while strengthening the faith of
our youngest Divine Redeemer Members!
“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to
those who are of the household of faith.” Galatians 6:10
While we are in the middle of a beautiful summer full of
summer fun, I know you understand the need to start thinking
about faith education of our littlest DR members for 2018-2019.
We are excited to announce that our Kids Connection
Coordinator, Andrea Yawney will be back to run another
successful year. She is already busy making plans for the new
year of educating our DR children about the wonderful love of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Do you like to share your faith?
Do you love being around children?
Do you have the spiritual gift of “help”, “faith”, “teaching”, “wisdom”, or “shepherding?
I know I do not need to convince you of the value of the development of a child’s
faith foundation. So, we just ask that you prayerfully consider joining the 2018-2019
Kids Connection team! We have begun filling positions in grades 3K-6. Is there a
grade or other service that speaks to you?
Please consider one of the following:
Teacher (weekly or every other week)
Assistant (weekly or every other week)
Materials/Supply assistance (as needed)
Photo Copying (as needed)
Mission Coordinator (choose mission and handle collections and distributions)
Contact Stacy Bader at stacy.bader@drlc.org with your interest.

Next Ministry Year Kicks Off

BAPTISMS:

We are so excited for our next ministry year! Please join us
as we kick-off our year with comedian Amy Barnes on
Wednesday, September 12 at 6:30 PM.

Come to share a laugh, some refreshments, and get a peek
at our next year together!!
All of our regular studies will begin the week of September 17.
We’ll be doing the congregational study: The Red Letter
Challenge.

Christian Comedian
Amy Barnes —
Incredible Standup
Comedy.

Operation Christmas Child Update
This year’s packing party will be November 17— a week
later from last year. Contact Terry at 414-254-3651 or at terrywilliams100@hotmail.com with any questions or your desire to help.

WESTON MERLE SPENCER
Born: 4/10/2018		

Parents: Trayton & Nichole Spencer
Baptized: 6/24/2018

MYLES THOMAS SOBOTIK
Born: 4/8/2018		

Parents: Matthew & Megan Sobotik
Baptized: 7/1/2018

RORY WILLIAM SHOAF
Born: 8/4/2016		

Parents: Andrew & Megan Shoaf
Baptized: 7/22/2018

OLIVER JOSEF KARTALI
Born: 5/8/2018		

Parents: Eric & Darlene Kartali
Baptized: 7/22/2018

CAMERON JAMES KARTALI
Born: 11/18/2017

Parents: Steven & Lauren Kartali
Baptized: 7/22/2018

DEATHS:

KAREN PERLING
Born: 7/26/1956 Entered Heaven: 6/17/2018
CATHY GRIMM

REMEMBER: OCC is collecting school supplies in the month of
August. The collection bin is outside of the Kids Connection Office.

Born: 7/6/1952

Entered Heaven: 6/23/2018
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8:00 AM Worship Confirmation Service
9:15 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Worship Confirmation Service

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:00 AM Celebration for Mike Oldenburg
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church
5:30 PM Middle & High School Youth
RESTART End of Summer Party at
Immanuel Lutheran Brookfield
8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church
11:30 AM Confirmation Orientation Mtg
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Divine Daycare is dedicated to nurturing young minds & guiding them to follow Christ.
Hours: 7AM-6PM Monday through Friday • Ages: Newborn-8th grade
All workers are CPR and First Aid Certified. Drop-in care options to all
registered families. Weekly discounts.
Contact us at daycare@drlc.org or 262-367-2972

5

Wednesday

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
7:00 PM Outreach Team Mtg

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Baptism Information Class
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Confirmation Orientation Mtg

11:00 AM Memorial Service - Cathy
Grimm

Celebrating Mike Oldenburg - All are invited
Please join us on Sunday, August 19 between 9 a.m.- noon in the Media Center/
School Library to celebrate the ministry of Mike Oldenburg. Mike has been the
principal at Divine Redeemer Lutheran School for the past 21 years and has been
instrumental in making it the great school and
great school family that it is! We wish Mike God’s
richest blessings as he becomes the Executive
Director at Lutheran Special School & Educational Services (LSSES). He has impacted so
many students and families’ lives and will be truly
missed! A special table will be designated for any
personal cards or gifts.

Baptism Information Class

We ask all parents whose children will be baptized to attend a one
session Baptism Information Class. The next class will be held on
Wednesday, August 15 at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Call Gail
Arnold to register: 262-367-8400 or e-mail her at gail.arnold@drlc.org.

Events and Opportunities

Visit www.drlc.org/youth calendar for the monthly gatherings
DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
8/19 5:30 – 8:30 PM Restart End of Summer Party in Brookfield (6th–12th grades)
8/24 6:00 PM Middle School Youth Oconomowoc Bandshell Concert Night
8/26 11:30 AM 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Orientation - Fellowship Hall
8/29 6:30 PM 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Orientation - Fellowship Hall
Reminder: Confirmation registration and payment for 7th and 8th grade
confirmation students is due August 1.
RESTART: END OF SUMMER PARTY FOR TEENS
Wouldn’t it be cool if we could restart the summer? Ok, we can’t
do that, but we CAN celebrate together one last time before the fall
and gather in the hope that Christ gives us. Through His grace and
forgiveness, it is possible to restart!
Middle and high school students from all over the South Wisconsin District are invited to join in the fun at Immanuel Brookfield and
bring a friend. There will be tons of games, a rock wall, bounce house, music, worship,
bonfire, service projects, and food. Everything is free! Everyone is welcome but you
must register! Each church is expected to bring adequate adult leadership so let Mrs.
Hahn know if your parent(s) can help out (Mrs. Hahn will be there). Online registration:
bit.ly/restart18 Please register online by August 12.
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 13445 Hampton Rd., Brookfield, WI 53005
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS, come join us at St. Paul’s Lutheran in
Oconomowoc on August 24 5:50 PM (devotion begins promptly
at 6 PM) and then 7 PM is a concert at the Oconomowoc Bandshell. Parents are welcome and encouraged. Please let Mrs.
Hahn know if you are coming annmarie.hahn@drlc.org. Bring a
blanket and snacks & drinks for the concert. Optional items: frisbee, football etc.
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 2019 Youth and chaperones, sign up for the National
Youth Gathering July 10-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN. Youth must be at least 14 years
old at the time of the Gathering OR entering his/her ninth grade year or higher and must
also be under 21 at the time of the Gathering. Registration forms are available in the
Narthex and Cafeteria. Registration closes October 12, 2018. It’s the largest gathering
of LCMS teens in the world! The Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults
the opportunity to come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about
Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity and also serve those in the
community. Check out http://www.lcmsgathering.com/ The cost is $365 + hotel and
travel costs which will be determined by the number of students attending. Fundraising
will be available. Adult chaperones will be on a first come basis, so don’t delay! There
will be a meeting in September to inform and answer questions. Stayed tuned!
Young Adult Volunteer Application (ages 19 – 25) for the National Youth Gathering
2019 in Minneapolis opens July 11 and closes December 15, 2018. YAVs (Young
Adult Volunteers), need not pay for housing, but must provide their own transportation. YAVs arrive a few days prior to the National Youth Gathering for training. YAVs
serve as role models and servant leaders while working for 6 hours a day during the
Gathering: helping check wrist bands, guiding people to the correct locations, manning
a game or helping out at the service
projects. For more information go to
http://www.lcmsgathering.com/yav/

JOIN US FOR THE MEN’S MINISTRY FALL KICKOFF EVENT.
Fellowship, Food, and Football!
Sunday evening September 9
Tailgate Cookout and other activities begin at 6 PM
followed by a 7:30 PM Packers vs. Bears Game.
Come join the fun and fellowship with your fellow
brothers in Christ. Watch for more information in Spread the Word.

Senior Connection Bible Class Update

		 Senior Bible Class starts back up on Thursday, September 13 from 9:30-11 AM
in the Fellowship Hall. Pastors Seth and Jeff will lead the Bible study each week.
On Friday, Dec 7, at 3 PM, the group will be going to the Schauer Center in Hartford
for “Christmas with the Nelsons”. These are Ricky
Nelsons twin sons. If you are interested in going, tickets
are available for $30. Call Gene and Nitz at 262-3676956 to reserve your seat now or send an email to geneborchardt@yahoo.com.

Kids Connection: It’s time to register
Kids Connection--Divine Redeemer’s Sunday school program for
children age 3 through 6th grade--begins on September 9. Join
us for children’s lessons, games, hands-on activities, music fun,
and more! Divine Redeemer uses the Answers Bible Curriculum,
which gives students a thorough understanding of the authority and
primary teachings of Scripture. This expansive program helps children learn about God and His love and leads them to apply God’s
Word in their everyday lives. Children meet at 9:15 AM in the Media
Center. Please see our website for more information and to register.

Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church and School

Kids Connection Registration
September 9, 2018–April 28, 2019

Child’s Name:______________________________________________________________________
Child’s Date of Birth:_______________________________ Grade for 2018–19:
Child’s School: ____________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name(s) and Address(es):______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian email(s) for Kids Connection updates: _____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone #s: Cell(s)______________________________________ Home ________________________
Preferred method of contact: _____________________
May we text you? ❑ Yes ❑ No
Home church name (if not Divine Redeemer):_____________________________________________
Please list any of your child’s allergies and accompanying symptoms or any other medical issue we
should be aware of: _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
In case of an allergic reaction, what steps should staff take? _________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Additional emergency contact: Name: ___________________________________________________
Relationship to child:_______________________________________ Phone: ___________________
I, ________________________________ ,am signing below to give permission to Divine Redeemer
to photograph my child(ren), listed above, and to use their photos for publicity or within the congregation. Examples include bulletin boards, websites, newsletters, etc.
Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Kids Connection begins September 9.
Please email Andrea Yawney at kidsconnection@drlc.org if you have questions.

Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church and School

Kids Connection Volunteer Sign-Up
September 9, 2018–April 28, 2019

❑ YES! I am interested in volunteering to help Kids Connection.
Contact Information (if not on other side):
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone #s: Cell(s)__________________________________ Home ___________________________
Preferred method of contact: _________________________ May we text you? ❑ Yes ❑ No
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________
I would like to help with:
❑ Teaching (weekly or every other week)
❑ Substitute teaching (as needed)
❑ Classroom assistant to a teacher (weekly or every other week)
❑ Preparing supplies (as needed)
❑ Photocopying (as needed)
Other: ___________________________________________________________________

Thank you so much for your labor of love with the Kids Connection. Your willingness to use
your gifts and abilities has strengthened the mission and ministry of this church. You have
also been an example of servant-leadership and giving. For all your time, effort, hard work,
and prayers, please accept the thanks and appreciation of this church, its leaders and staff,
and me. You have truly been a blessing to me and this congregation!
~ Andrea Yawney & Ann Marie Hahn
Please email Andrea Yawney at kidsconnection@drlc.org if you have questions.

2018-2019 School Year Brings
New Excitement

NEW TEACHER
FEATURES
First Grade
Mrs. Anne Elrod

On Wednesday, August 22 the 20182019 school year will begin with Divine
Redeemer Lutheran School’s special
Opening Day Celebrations! Students
are welcomed in-style and the opening
chapel service sets the tone for what
appears to be a very exciting new school
year filled with many new highlights.
New principal, Mrs. Tracy Parker,
stated it best when she said….
“I am so optimistic and excited for this
new school year. Not only do I feel so
blessed to be working once again with
this outstanding faculty and staff, but
I’m also looking forward to being back in
the administrator roll. Divine Redeemer
has so much to offer our students and I
know God has great things in store for
this incredible school family! We will
continue to build upon a strong foun-

dation and will be implementing new
and exciting opportunities that will continue the legacy that has made Divine
Redeemer such a great school! ”
Not only do these new opportunities include a new school principal, but
also new highlights such as a brand
new afternoon three-year old preschool
program, the availability of a full-time
resource teacher, more than 40 new
students and 20 new families, a new
school theme- “Jesus Lights Our Way”,
and four new teachers- Mitch Hollander
(Art teacher), Caitlin McGaffick (Third
Grade teacher), Anne Elrod (First Grade
teacher), and Jeni Zimmer (Resource
Teacher). It looks like it is going to be
another fun and successful year at
Divine Redeemer Lutheran School.

The name may sound familiar and
it should! Mrs. Anne Elrod has been
involved at Divine Redeemer for many
years and in many capacities. For several years, Mrs. Elrod has been one of
the school’s primary substitute teachers. Upon the retirement of one of Divine Redeemer’s beloved first grade
teachers, Mrs. Depenbrok, Mrs. Elrod
became a perfect fit as her replacement.
Mrs. Elrod was inspired by many of her
teachers as she grew up who motivated
and encouraged her to choose teaching
as her vocation. She actually lived in
the Philippines from second grade until
returning to the United States to attend
college. Her experience of being both a
pastor’s child and a missionary’s child
helped her develop her strong faith and
her love of teaching. Anne went on later
to attend the University of Northwestern in St. Paul, Minnesota where she
earned her teaching degree. She then

started her teaching career by teaching
kindergarten and first grade in the inner
city of St. Paul. She moved on to teach
in Texas, also as a first grade teacher.
Anne and her husband, Lamon, later
brought their family to Divine Redeemer, where she quickly became involved
as the Director of Children’s Ministry
for six years and also as a table leader
for the Monday morning Women’s Bible
Study. Anne believes in the importance
of a strong educational foundation and
is proud that she has had a child of her
own enrolled at Divine Redeemer consecutively for the past 16 years! Anne
and Lamon have four children- Hannah (21), Sophia (19), Dalton (17), and
Adrian (10) who attends fourth grade
at Divine Redeemer. Mrs. Elrod looks
forward to sharing her experiences and
extended world view with her students
and showing them where they can all fit
into Christ’s Great Commission!

It is with great anticipation and excitement
that the faculty and staff of Divine Redeemer
Lutheran School welcome all new students and
families, along with the returning DRLS families,
to the 2018-2019 school year! This year, the
addition of new faculty members and new programs has stirred the enthusiasm for another
great school year! Divine Redeemer continues to
accept applications and enrollments throughout
the school year for new students and even offers
opportunities for prospective students to shadow
a day in our classrooms! Contact the Admissions
Office at 262-367-3664 for more details or to arrange a comprehensive school tour!

Mark your calendars with these back-toschool events:
• Monday, August 20 - School Preparation
Day, Divine Redeemer students and parents
should stop in between 9 AM – 6 PM to have
student school photos taken, drop off supplies, finish last minute incidentals, etc.
• Monday, August 20 - NEW STUDENT
SOCIAL – 3 PM in the school Library/Media
Center. New students entering 1st – 8th
grade can attend this fun event, meet current
students, tour the school and meet new
friends. Contact the School’s Admissions
Office for more information at 262-367-3664.
• Wednesday, August 22 - First Day of
School – Doors open at 8:10 AM and school
starts promptly at 8:30 AM
• Thursday, August 30 - Packer Day at
School - students wear green & gold to
school to show their spirit for the Green Bay
Packers.
• Monday, September 3 - Labor Day- No
School

