THE STORY OF THE EMPTY EGG
by Pastor Jeff

APRIL 2018

In my column this month, I’d like to
credit the late Mr. Paul Harvey for
this touching (and true) Easter story he shared many years ago:
He was 9 in a Sunday school class
of 8-year-olds. Eight-year-olds can
be cruel. The third-graders did not welcome Philip to their
group.
Not just because he was older. He was different from
the rest of his class because he suffered from Down Syndrome.
One Sunday after Easter, the Sunday school teacher
gathered some of those plastic eggs that pull apart in the
middle. The Sunday school teacher gave one of those plastic eggs to each child.
On that beautiful spring day each child was to go outdoors and discover for himself some symbol of “new life”
and place that symbolic seed or leaf or whatever inside his
plastic egg.
When they would return to the classroom, they would
then open their eggs one by one, and each youngster would
explain how his find was a symbol of “new life.”
So, the youngsters gathered ‘round on the appointed
day and put their eggs on a table, and the teacher began to
open them.
One child had found a flower. All the children “oohed”
and “aahed” at the lovely symbol of new life.
In another was a butterfly.
“Beautiful,” the girls said. And it’s not easy for an 8-yearold to say “beautiful.”
Another egg was opened to reveal a rock. Some of the
children laughed. “That’s crazy!” one said. “How’s a rock
supposed to be like a ‘new life’?”
Immediately the little boy spoke up and said, “That’s
mine. I knew everybody would get flowers and leaves and
butterflies and all that stuff, so I got a rock to be different.”
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Everyone laughed. He was the class clown.
The teacher opened the last egg, the one from that little
boy who was “different” from the rest, and there was nothing inside. It was empty.
“That’s not fair,” someone said. “That’s stupid,” said another.
The teacher felt a tug on his shirt. It was Philip. Looking
up he said, “It’s mine. I did do it. It’s empty. I have new life
because Jesus’ tomb is empty.”
The class fell silent.
From that day on Philip became part of the group. They
welcomed him. Whatever had made him different was never mentioned again.
Philip’s family had known he would not live a long life;
just too many things wrong with his small body. That summer, overcome with infection, Philip died.
On the day of his funeral all those 8-year-old boys and
girls confronted the reality of death and marched up to the
altar, but not with flowers.
Nine children with their Sunday school teacher placed
on the casket of their friend their gift of love: Each bringing
an empty egg.
And with that, Paul Harvey ended his story with a most
beautiful reminder of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This Easter, my prayer is that you not only celebrate the
new life that this season of spring brings, but more importantly, that you would remember (and celebrate) the reason
we have new and eternal life is because Jesus’ tomb stood
empty centuries ago.
That reality changes everything for all who love Him and
follow Him, from the youngest child to the oldest adult.
He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! May you have a most
Blessed Celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection. Happy
Easter!
See you in church!
Pastor Jeff

Baptism
Information
Class

We ask all parents whose children will be
baptized to attend a one session Baptism
Information Class. The next class will be
held on Wednesday, April 18 at 6:30 PM
in the Fellowship Hall. Call Gail Arnold
to register: 262-367-8400 or e-mail her
at gail.arnold@drlc.org. Childcare is
available upon request.

April 29
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Thank you!

Special service of Prayer for Healing will
take place on April 29 at 11:45 AM in the
Sanctuary. This is not a regular worship
service but rather for the individuals who are
very ill and their families and would like prayer
and the application of oil during the rite.
Please call the church office if you intend
to come: 262-367-8400

Easter Sunday Worship Services
Sunday, April 1
8:00, 9:15, 10:30 & 10:45 AM

EASTER... Why
Does it Matter?

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

catch
YOUR
breath
When was the last time you took some time for yourself?
If you are a parent/caregiver of a person with special needs, then we
invite you to join us for an afternoon out and to CATCH YOUR BREATH!
Come and mingle and enjoy the many different brews on
tap and great food at Beer Snobs in Hartland.
It’s time for your social break!
Space is limited so an RSVP to theewans@wi.rr.com
or 262-719-0672 by Wed., April 18 is suggested.

Sunday, April 22
1-4 PM at ———>

122 Cottonwood Avenue, Hartland, WI

Last month I started a series in Lifelines with the intent of informing you about spiritual gift. 		
My kids are grown and not in VBS any longer
I only like to work behind the scenes
I am busy the week of VBS
I don’t have the skill set to help with VBS
I prefer not to work with children as a service opportunity
I don’t have time
VBS is the job of the Director of Youth Ministry
Have you had any of these thoughts when you see and hear leaders in the church asking for help with Vacation Bible School? Let me propose another way of thinking.
Vacation Bible School is an opportunity and a responsibility of all members of Divine
Redeemer to get involved and here are a few reasons why:
1. Most importantly it is Outreach! Do we only reach out to people our own age, at our
same stage of life, same gender or same interests? Outreach’s purpose is to bring the Word
to the unchurched not matter what the age. It is for members, of course, but it is also a fantastic way to reach those who do not attend church regularly or at all. It also provides a way
for parents to hear about the gospel. Think of what it could do for the parents of the children
as they hear what their children are learning and doing.
2. You can build relationships with other adults by getting involved. Sometimes at DR
we can get stuck in our same old groups and tasks. By stepping outside of the usual or just
getting involved for the first time you can get to know more of your DR family members. In
turn, you become connected and make new friendships.
3. You get to know the children in the church. Our children need examples, role models
and mentors. Make connections with the youth and help to grow their faith.
4. Lastly, it is just plain fun!
There are ways you can help before leading up to the
week of VBS, during the week of VBS, behind the scenes and
in the limelight. You can donate, create, lead, promote, cheer,
pray and so much more! You can give a little or a lot. Nothing
is too much or too little. VBS June 18-22, 2018. Reach out
to Ann Marie Hahn or Stacy Bader for more information:
annmarie.hahn@drlc.org or stacy.bader@drlc.org

Kids’ Connection Update

The Special Parent Ministry is made up of parents/caregivers of minor/adult
children with special needs. The group is sponsored through Divine Redeemer
Lutheran Church 31385 W. Hill Rd., Hartland, WI

Please note these important Kids’ Connection dates. On
April 1, there are no classes. April 29 is the last class of this
session. We will begin again in September 2018. Thank you for
your support and for sharing your children with us! We hope
you will sign your child up to attend VBS the week of June
18-22. See how Jesus rescues us when we are shipwrecked!

BAPTISMS:
ELEANOR LOUISE SCHROEDER Born: 2/15/2018
Baptized: 3/4/2018
Parents: Joshua & Cassie Schroeder
HAYLEE MARIE STAPLETON
Baptized: 3/11/2018
		

Born: 12/7/2017
Parents: Matthew Stapleton &
Allison Schweinert

LOGAN JAMES NETZEL
Baptized: 3/18/2018

Born: 12/6/2017
Parents: Jeff & Sara Netzel

Sunday

DEATHS: NORENE A. WITT

BORN: 8/11/1935
ENTERED HEAVEN: 2/26/2018
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Easter

2 NO DRLS School

3

4

5 End of third quarter 6 No DRLS School
8:30 AM M.O.M. Cafe
9:30 AM Senior Bible Connection

5:00 PM DR Youth Lock-In at St. Paul’s 6:30 PM Father/Daughter Dance
Oconomowoc
10:30 AM Baptisms

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

8:15 AM Easter Breakfast
8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church
10:45 AM Worship Service - Gym

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
Youth Band plays
9:15 AM Adult Bible Studies, Kids’
Connection, Confirmation,
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
9:15 AM Adult Bible Studies, Kids’
Connection, Confirmation
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
9:15 AM Adult Bible Studies, Kids’
Connection, Confirmation
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church

29

8:00 AM Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM Worship Service - Gym
9:15 AM Adult Bible Studies, Kids’
Connection, Confirmation
10:15 AM Middle School Youth Group
10:30 AM Worship Service - Church
11:45 PM Prayer for Healing Anointing with Oil Service

Church and school offices
are closed

9:00 AM Brewer Ticket Orders are due
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM God’s Girlz (Youth)

30

9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
8:30 AM g4G Soul Runners

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
8:30 AM g4G Soul Runners
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Outreach Team Meeting

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
8:30 AM g4G Soul Runners
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
2:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:45 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
2:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:45 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
2:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Baptism Information Class
6:45 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
2:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
6:45 PM Women’s Bible Study

8:30 AM M.O.M. Cafe
9:30 AM Senior Connection Bible Study

8:30 AM M.O.M. Cafe
9:30 AM Senior Connection Bible Study

8:30 AM M.O.M. Cafe
9:30 AM Senior Connection Bible Study
6:30 PM g4G OASIS

Divine Daycare is dedicated to nurturing
young minds & guiding them to follow Christ.
Hours: 7AM-6PM Monday through Friday
Ages: Newborn-8th grade
All workers are CPR and First Aid Certified.
Drop-in care options to all registered families.
Weekly discounts. Contact us at
daycare@drlc.org or 262-367-2972

6:00 PM Brewers Game

Christian Athletic Scholarship BANQUET
Coming up the end of April

Events and Opportunities
Visit www.drlc.org/youth calendar for the monthly gatherings
Lock-In at St. Paul’s from 5 PM - 10 PM on FRIDAY, APRIL 6 for 5th - 6th Graders.
5 PM - 7 AM for 7th & 8th Graders. Admission: 5th & 7th GRADERS BRING A SNACK
6th & 8th GRADERS BRING A BEVERAGE TO SHARE. 7th & 8th Graders should bring
sleepover gear!
April 29 from 10:15 – 11:45 AM is the last middle school youth group this school year!
Join us for faith, fellowship, food, and fun. Start in the Media Center and end in the gym.
NEW! God’s Girlz will have a kick off meeting on Monday, April 23 6:30–7:30 PM in
the Media Center. This is a meeting for moms of 5th through 10th grade girls to launch
our idea for a mother and daughter group and book study which will start in the fall 2018.
We hope moms of daughters will join us for this planning meeting. We want your suggestions and opinions!
Join other Divine Redeemer members on Saturday, April 21, 2018 for the Milwaukee
Brewers vs. Miami Marlins at 6:10 PM, please pick up an order form outside the church
and gym entrances. In order to reserve your tickets, please bring payment and your form
to Ann Marie Hahn no later than Monday, April 9 at 9 AM. These tickets are through our
synod office and we were told that the first 100 orders will sit together (possibly more).
Tickets will be available for pick up the week of April 16. If you’d like to sit by friends, then
please pick up your tickets together.

The Divine Redeemer’s Christian Scholarship Foundation will award scholarships to
deserving high school seniors who attend a Waukesha County High School. A $2,500
scholarship will be awarded to a deserving male applicant and one to a female applicant. The Garrett Becker Scholarship will be given to an applicant who has overcome a
significant obstacle in their life or if the applicant intends to work in the health care field.
Two Victor F. Braun Scholarships in the amount of $2,500 each will be awarded to one
candidate who will enter the engineering field and to another who has shown outstanding
commitment in the area of Christian service. The $8,000 Douglas Baker Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a student for their Christian leadership. These awards will be
presented at the 27th Annual Christian Athletic Scholarship Banquet on Sunday, April 29
at the Country Springs Hotel & Conference Center, 2810 Golf Rd in Pewaukee.
Social hour will begin at 5:30 PM with dinner being served at 6 PM. Tickets for the
banquet are $30.00 per person. Please call the church office to reserve your ticket for
dinner. If you have any questions or need further information, please call the church
office at Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church between 8 AM-4 PM (262-367-8400.)

WHAT IS AMAZONSMILE?

Reminder: Confirmation Rehearsal is May 2 starting at 5:45 PM

You CAN help!

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference
is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.
com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price
of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by
customers. In a little over 2 months (October 1 – December 31)
DR earned $150.00.
Sign up and choose DRLS and help us earn cash.

Sign up and make payment online at www.drlc.org!

We are looking for volunteers! See the
“Message in the Bottle” in the School Lobby for
how you can volunteer! or Visit www.drlc.org/vbs

Last Event of the Year
Our last event of the year is our annual Spring OASIS! Our speaker will be
Janet Byrne and she has quite a story to share with us! Please join us on
Thursday, April 26 from 6:30-8 PM. You will be blessed! Please RSVP to Karen Lippert if you plan to attend: 367-8400 ext. 127 or karen.lippert @drlc.org

SAVE THE DATE

Divine Redeemer VBS 2018
June 18-22, 2018 • 9 AM - Noon

UPCOMING SUMMER BIBLE STUDIES!
We will be having a 5 session study this
summer called: Anxious for Nothing by Max
Lucado. You will receive some great insights
in coping with your worries! The books are
available from Karen for $12 each. Watch for
more information to come!

George and Jackie Mengel invite you to
participate with them on
June 23, 2018 for the
Krankin For Kids Annual Bike Ride

PARTS OF

VICTORY
There is a lot we can learn from the power of training for a triathlon. To
win, a competitor must be an excellent swimmer, bicyclist and runner.
The athlete must master not only these stages of the race but also the
transitions between these disciplines.

JOIN US for a GREAT Bike Ride or
2 mile FUN walk and make a difference
in the lives of some special kids!

In life, we all have a finish line, we just never know when we will cross it.
A triathlete’s goal is to cross the finish line first. However, we don’t have to
finish first to have a successful future. Everyone has the power to win.

Bike enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels
can enjoy a summer ride along the scenic
paved roads and trails of Ozaukee and
Washington Counties. The event supports
the students and programs of LSSES, helping children with learning and emotional challenges realize their true potential.

TAKE THE
FIRST STEP
Like the triathlete, the first step in
estate planning is always the most
difficult: Starting. To help you begin
and even give you a head start, we
have free tools that make getting
started easy. Once you have them
and use them, you have already
completed step two—preparation.

They also have a two-mile+ fun walk to encourage more participants of all ages and
fitness levels to be part of this event! Even if you don’t bike, but you want to be able to
participate in a charitable and recreational adventure -- this is for you! Bring children,
family, friends to enjoy a walk through the historic cemeteries of Trinity Lutheran
Church, along mowed nature paths, and down a country road past notable Lindenwood
Farm and school. You may also opt for a longer walk if you choose. And all are invited
to the post-walk/ride activities, including musical entertainment, lunch, sports massages,
family activities, and great raffle prizes!

You are 2/3 of the way to victory!
The final step is easiest—completion.
It comes when your attorney
combines your preparation into a
solid, thoughtful plan that follows and
preserves your wishes. What could
be easier or more rewarding than
that? Call or email us and ask us for
our free, no-obligation tools we have
for you.

18SR44

Register online at www.lsses.org/events/krankin-kids/

The
THREE

31385 W. Hill Rd.
Hartland, WI 53029
Phone: 262-367-8400
Fax: 262-367-9410
ruth.sternemann@drlc.org
gail.arnold@drlc.org

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal financial
advisor for information specific to your situation.

While a triathlete can be finely tuned and train for life, he or she may still
only come in second place. Unlike the triathlete, we don’t have to train,
and there are no sacrificial diets or exercise regimens. The cost for having
an estate plan is minimal compared to the investment a triathlete makes,
but the rewards are remarkable.

TRIATHLETE

YOU

PREPARING FOR A RACE

PLANNING YOUR ESTATE

Preparation and training often
pays off in the end.

Preparation and training always
produces a sound plan.

Trains every day for years for a
race that lasts a short time.

Meet a couple hours with your
attorney for results that lasts
years.

Formula for victory: commit,
prepare, complete.

Formula for victory: commit,
prepare, complete.

Any competitor will tell you that to finish well, you have to have a plan, and
that plan has three parts:

1. COMMIT

2. PREPARE

3. COMPLETE

The names and images shown here are representative of typical donors and may or may not be actual
donors to the organization. Under federal rules your benefits may be different from this example. Please
contact us for your specific benefits.

Copyright © 2018 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission.

National Lutheran School’s Week Provided Opportunity to Share
Divine Redeemer students collected
over 15 boxes full of books during National
Lutheran Schools Week. Students created a “tower” of books throughout the week
in the school lobby. Next Door, an organization in Milwaukee, was extremely grate-

ful for the books for children birth to age
five years old. This incredible organization
helps get books into the hands of young
children. They also provide services at
their location in downtown Milwaukee.
Books geared towards older children went

to LSSES (Lutheran Special Schools
and Educational Services). Thank you to
everyone who donated throughout the
week. The faculty of Divine Redeemer is
proud of the giving attitude and generous
heart that the students display.

Easter has come early this year and the
month of April, as it always does, will be filled with
signs of spring, new life, and rebirth! The longer days of sunlight will bring hope of the warm
summer months ahead. School events in April
will start showing students leaving for new learning experiences through off-campus field trips.
Seventh and eighth graders will be experiencing
the beauty of the cherry blossoms blooming in
Washington D.C. as they travel there for their
class trip! Sixth graders will leave the campus
and travel down to Chicago for their much awaited field trip. All students will conclude the third
quarter and begin their last quarter of the20172018 School Year! Many tasks need to be yet
accomplished in the next several months before
students can head into the summer months.
Mark Your Calendars for these Important Events
• Monday, April 2 - Easter Monday NO SCHOOL
• Thursday, April 5 - End of Third Quarter
• Friday, April 6 - Record Day/ NO SCHOOL

Thank You!
Enrollment for 2018-2019 School Year is Strong
Any organization has bench marks toward success and “industry standards”
that help measure trends. Schools,
even Lutheran schools specifically, fall
under certain similar trends when monitoring enrollment. Generally, a Lutheran school can predict a 10% loss in
students each year due to everyday life
issues such as job relocations or family moves, etc. Divine Redeemer has
traditionally always held a very strong
retention rate of students each year
and this year is no exception. While the

vast majority of returning students have
completed the re-enrollment process,
and a few are still deciding future plans,
Divine Redeemer is happy to report a
less than 5% loss of students between
the current school year and enrollment
for the 2018-2019 school year! Divine
Redeemer Lutheran School considers itself to be “not just a great school
but also a great school family” and is
saddened when any student leaves.
These families will always leave with
the doors wide open for their return

as we have seen other families do in
the past. The enrollment for fall continues to increase on a daily basis with
almost twenty-five brand new students
comprising a strong early trend for fall!
Divine Redeemer welcomes anyone
interested to stop in for a visit and see
what all the excitement is about! Registration continues throughout the summer months, so contact the Admissions
Office at 262-367-3664 for more information on joining our great school
family!

• April 9-13 - Washington D.C. Trip for 7th
& 8th graders
• Thursday, April 12 - Saturday, April 14
FPS State Competition
• Sunday, April 15 - 3rd & 4th Grade Choir sings
in the 10:30 AM service in the Sanctuary
• Friday, April 20 - Chicago Field Trip for 6th
graders
• Sunday, April 22 - 1st & 2nd Grade Choir sings
in the 10:30 AM service in the Sanctuary
• Monday, April 30 – Wednesday, May 2 School
Science Fair

