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 Some time ago, a special 
rite of anointing (with oil) was 
performed.  Since that time, 
leadership has asked if such 
a service could be done on a 
semi-regular basis for others 
who desire anointing with oil 
and prayer (an ancient Chris-
tian custom.)
 Such a service will take 
place on May 21 at 11:45 AM in 
the Sanctuary. 
 This is not a regular wor-
ship service but rather for the 
individuals who are very ill 
and would like prayer and the  
application of oil during the 
rite. Please contact Pastor 
Jeff or Pastor Seth if you have 
need or interest. 
“Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord.” James 5:14

Confirmation as we know it – is broken.
 
 Every word of that last sentence is true. 
Why would a Lutheran pastor say something 
like that? Lutherans are well known for our em-
phasis on confirming the faith we were given at 
our baptism, aren’t we? Absolutely, but that’s not 
what I see current confirmation programming 
as its expected to be across most churches. 
For most folks, confirmation is understood as 
a weekly program led by called church workers 
that begins at 7th grade by learning the 6 Chief 
Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism, extends into 
8th grade, and concludes shortly after Easter 
when the student who has successfully com-
pleted their confirmation program publicly con-
firms their faith in Jesus. That describes the typ-
ical approach to the rite of confirmation as most 
of us know it, right? Yes. However, while this 
is an accurate description of what most people 
assume confirmation to be, it is at best a partial 
understanding.
 Allow me to build a case what educating 
our youth looked like in the Scriptures and in 
our Church’s history so that we can compare 
and maybe even contrast what it is supposed to 
be and what we currently see practiced in most 
churches. I’ve highlighted the most important 
points in bold, italics, and underlined them if you 
have to skim through this article.
 1) Ongoing education of the youth in a be-
lieving community occurred mostly in the home 
with supplemental teaching when the believers 
gathered together. This home-based instruction 
would occur as long as a child lived in his par-
ents’ home. It began even before Moses could 
write it down as he instructed God’s people 
through God’s direction how youth instruction 
should occur: Deuteronomy 11:18-20 “You shall 
therefore lay up these words of mine in your 
heart and in your soul, and you shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall teach 
them to your children, talking of them when you 
are sitting in your house, and when you are 
walking by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
This Scripture is a common insight into instruc-

tion and family life in 
the Bible. You can 
find the same insights 
in Deut. 6, Proverbs 
22, and others. These 
Words give us insight into points 2 & 3.
 2) Not only did instruction occur primarily in 
the home, it occurred daily. As a Hebrew parent, 
meals didn’t just begin with a Barakah prayer 
of blessing, but the time together for the meal 
was a time for spiritual instruction and thank-
fulness. When children helped out with chores 
around the house, it was a time to talk about life 
situations and life under Yahweh’s great mercy. 
When kids were helping mom carry produce to 
the market, mom would take the time to share 
the economic wisdom of the Proverbs. When 
dad was teaching his kids how to thatch a roof, 
he would also teach his kids how thankful he 
was that the Lord provided a home. Was dad 
“cramming” religion down their kids’ throats? 
No. It was a joy to share the lessons in life that 
the Lord had given to him! Which also highlights 
point number 3:
 3) Instruction was led by the parents. The 
parents saw daily application of the Lord’s work 
and leveraged those opportunities to point out 
the Lord’s work when they saw it.
 4) Historically, the rabbi would provide sup-
plemental instruction which basically served to 
affirm the child’s instruction that had already 
been established in the home. The rabbi would 
also be the guide for the parents. When the par-
ents would have a question, the rabbi would pro-
vide an insight and then the parent would teach 
their child whatever insight was provided from 
the Word. The parents and rabbi were a team.
 a. This wasn’t a perfect system by any 
means. The formal classroom work at He-
brew School was heavily reliant on drilling the 
students with giant amounts of memory work. 
Younger students, under the age of ten would 
be required to memorized the first five books 
of the Old Testament. Yep. All of it. If a student 
didn’t have the capacity to do this, they were cut 
from their house of study (but not from the Syn-
agogue), continued their spiritual training in the 
home, and were encouraged to take up their 
father’s trade.            continued on next page...

CONFUSED BY CONFIRMATION 
 From Pastor Seth

Special Service to take 
place May 21

“His weapon was the word, and he  
delivered it with conviction. Martin 

Luther, the great reformer, not only rev-
olutionized the church but also the way 

people thought, giving them reassurance 
and conveying to them the comforting 

image of a merciful and forgiving God. A 
man who defined his time – and whose 
message is as relevant today as it was 

500 years ago.” www.germany.travel/luther

Luther’s 
Quote  
of the 
Month

“Faith is permitting ourselves 
to be seized by the things we 

do not see.” Martin Luther
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 b. For the small number of students who 
were able to memorize, their next house of 
study had as its objective to memorize the bal-
ance of the Old Testament. Again – all of it. No 
kidding. All of this before the age of 14 (also, the 
appx. average age of our 8th graders at DR). If 
the students couldn’t keep up with the memory 
work, they would be cut from Hebrew school, 
continue their spiritual training in the home, and 
take up their father’s trade.
 c. The few that made it, had another house 
of study to endure, but if they endured the mem-
orization of this final house of study (basically 
commentaries about the books of the Bible they 
memorized) – they could finally pursue an ap-
prenticeship under a rabbi themselves. By the 
way, this is why the Apostles were so flattered, 
honored and obedient, when Jesus, a rabbi, 
said “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of 
men (Matt. 4:19).” They weren’t worthy. By the 
nature of them being fishermen or tax collec-
tors, you know they essentially “flunked out” of 
confirmation/Hebrew school. Jesus was saying 
that following Him is more than just their ability 
to memorize.
 d. Everyone else continued their spiritual 
training in their parents’ home until they moved 
out and had children. Then the cycle continued 
– a cycle that highlighted lifelong instruction.
 So why all of the Old Testament concepts of 
education … aren’t we New Testament kinds of 
people? Yes, but just think, this was the kind of 
education Jesus Himself would have experienced 
under Joseph and Mary. He would’ve heard the 
Scriptures from Mary and Joseph (for as long as 
Joseph was alive) every single day in His house 
as little James, Joseph, Simon, Jude and His  
sisters sat next to Him or squirmed underfoot  
(Matthew 13:55-56). Jesus’ own instruction in 
His family would have followed the same basic  
template: the bulk of the instruction in the home, 
every day, led by the parents, with their local rabbi 
as their family ministry support.
 If we can fast forward 1500 years after  
Jesus, this same view of youth instruction is 
how Martin Luther modeled Christian instruc-
tion in his own home. He would see a merchant 
cheating a buyer in the town square and later 
teach his kids one of the Commandments like, 
“You shouldn’t steal.” Little Hans, 3 at the time, 
would ask, “What is that?” after just about ev-

ery lesson Luther would teach. Which is why, 
in the Small Catechism, (the main work used 
in modern day confirmation programs) Luther 
teaches a commandment from the Bible and 
then inserts the question, “What does this 
mean?” It’s a question he would always antic-
ipate little Hans asking. He knew that families 
needed a partner in ministry and they would 
need resourcing to instruct children well. In fact, 
Luther wrote the Small Catechism as a cheat 
sheet of sorts for parents instructing their kids 
in the Christian faith; here’s the short, sweet be-
ginning to the Small Catechism: “As the head of 
the family should teach them in a simple way to 
his household.” The contents of which were to 
be the beginning of instruction for his 3 year old. 
After children could understand the basics of 
the Christian faith, they would study the Scrip-
tures with their family. Confirmation for Martin 
Luther was built on this template: the bulk of the 
instruction in the home, every day, led by the 
parents, with their local pastor and teachers as 
their family ministry support.
 Something has happened in between these 
examples from Scripture, history and now. Con-
firmation as Christian instruction is either:
 A) A weekly program led mostly by called 
church workers that lasts for 2 years and cov-
ers the contents of Luther’s Small Catechism 
(10 Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ 
Creed, Confession & Absolution, Baptism, and 
the Lord’s Supper) as the top level of what we 
expect of our youth, and concludes when the 
student who has successfully completed their 
confirmation program publicly confirms their 
faith in Jesus.    OR….
 B) It is more like the Biblical and historical 
examples given where the bulk of the instruc-
tion occurs in the home, every day, led by the 
parents, with their local pastor and teachers 
as their family ministry support throughout life 
where the contents of the Small Catechism 
are noted as a base level of instruction already 
taught and caught at an early age.
 If confirmation is even mostly option A at 
Divine Redeemer…its broken and we should 
be broken as the adults of this church. Why? 
Because the philosophy behind option A has 
a very unsuccessful probability of sustaining 
the faith of our children. Our youth are not only  
       continued on next page... 

CONFUSED BY CONFIRMATION continued

Save the Date
Men’s Annual 

Fishing Escape
Sept. 14-17, 2017
Three Lakes, WI — 

Camp Luther
Watch for more info.

 We ask all parents whose 
children will be baptized to 
attend a one session Baptism 
Information Class.  The next 
class will be held on Wednes-
day, May 17 at 6:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Call Gail Ar-
nold to register: 262-367-8400 
or e-mail her at gail.arnold@
drlc.org. Childcare is available 
upon request.

Baptism  
Information 

Class

We all need more than  
a little help!

Don’t miss the S.W.A.T  
sermon series...during 

the month of May!

This sermon series will show 
you the devil’s tactics to attack 
you but also how God’s armor 
from Eph. 6 equips you even 
today to protect against the 

devil’s attacks!
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 The last day of Kids Connec-
tion will be May 7th!  We will be 
meeting in the Media Center for 
our last day!
 We are so thankful for all our 
teachers and volunteers and it 
wouldn’t be possible without your 
wonderful children!  We were able 
to help many different charities this 
year, including Lake Country Car-
ing, Hartland Food Pantry, Ronald 
McDonald House, Fikisha, and 
more!  
 Have a blessed summer and 
we will see you next year!

Kids’  
Connection the present of this church family, but the future 

as well. If 60% of our nation’s Christian youth 
step away from the faith after appx. 8th grade, 
and this happens perpetually, how long will we 
dwindle before we realize how big this problem 
with our youth will get? Our averages at D.R. 
are slightly higher for retaining our youth in the 
faith, but that is due to the amazing blessing 
that our day school, pre-school, day care and 
high school are to helping to build families in 
the faith. If you are reading this, how can we 
bridge the gap and move from our current  
option A model and move closer and closer to 
option B? How can your pastors support you in 

your home better? How can your ministry and 
teaching staff resource you as you lead your 
family in your day today discipleship in Jesus? 
We have a bright, bright future ahead of us here 
at DR. It will take some work on all of our parts, 
but I think I believe the same as you when  
I say, “our kids connecting to Jesus for their  
entire life is absolutely and completely worth it.” 
Please shoot me an email and tell me what you 
think our homes need in order to successfully  
support you as you provide faithful discipleship 
in your home, every day as we local pastors 
and teachers support your family (seth.flick@
drlc.org). God bless you DR families!

CONFUSED BY CONFIRMATION continued

 On Sunday, May 7, Divine Redeemer 
celebrates, along with parents of the following 
forty-one 8th graders, a walk in faith with 
our Lord. The confirmands were divided into 

three services for the confirming of their faith.
 Please pray over and help us celebrate 
our confirming Youth.

Celebrating Confirmation at DR

Isabella Adler
Aaron Bain
Kyle Barker
Paige Bartels
Angelo Bartolotta
Chloe Beckman
Ainsley Betker
Maelyn Bhend
Jack Bielawa
Madeline Bojarski
Aiden Brion
Alyssa Buelow
Juliet Curtin
Ryan Drew
Elise Johnson
Heidi Hahn
Samuel Heintz

Kalissa Hitchcock
Jessica Hyia
Carson Hynes
Katherine Johnson
Aaliyah Kaikini
Elijah Koper
Lauren Lange
Amelia Lipsky
Grant Luetke
Caden Maxfeldt
Grace Merten
Hannah Mikulice
Carson Neigum
Emma Nordberg
Matthew Peppel
Sarah Roeglin
Martin Setzer III

Amelia Sitzberger
Helena Slipper
Jade Stefan
Maxwell Steffen
Ethan Stollenwerk
Hannah Stoltmann
Lindsay Tierney

 With Spring here, we are looking 
for players who are interested in 
joining our Divine Redeemer soft-
ball teams.  We play in a league 
of 10-12 other teams from vari-
ous churches in the Lake Coun-
try area.  Our games are played  
between 6:00 – 8:00 PM every 
Tuesday night from the second 
week in May until the first part 
of August.  It is great time where 
competition, fellowship, and friend-
ships grow out of the players and 
families who gather for the games.   
 Our teams have begun  
practicing, but you may still join us. 
We practice typically on Saturday 

mornings.  Please contact 
Todd Radke at trad-

k e 1 8 8 @ g m a i l .
com or 262-349-
1264 if you are 
interested in 
joining us or 
simply want 
more infor-
mation.

Baseball  
Anyone?

 Nancy Niedziela has faithfully led the 
Bethel Bible Series here at Divine Redeemer 
for over 27 years. Bethel is an overview of the 
Scriptures designed to provide a basic under-
standing of God’s plan. It is a two-year program 
and Nancy has taken many students of all ages 
through the Bible and this study essentially 13 
times. It’s amazing to see how God has gifted 
her with her leadership and teaching skills. 

 “When I look at my faith life, the number 
one element that brought me instrumentally 
closer to Jesus was Nancy Niedziela through 
the two-year Bethel study.  I am sad that more 
people will not have this specific opportunity, 
but from my heart I thank her for getting me to 
where I am today in regards to my relationship 
with our Lord and for her 27 years of commit-
ment.  Thank you Nancy!” — Stacy Bader

Bethel Bible Series and Nancy Niedziela  
(Its Guide) come to the end of the chapter
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 Last fall, the excercise room was 
closed so that Jim Suchocki (Maintenance 
Director) could make some necessary 
changes and move storage around. After 
finishing a few other projects, Jim turned 
his attention to completing a new excer-
cise room. A window was installed and 
the room received a fresh coat of paint. 
Jim has also moved all the excercise ma-
chines and TV to the new room. The new 
excercise room is now open and can be 
used between 8 AM and 8 PM. The room 
is located in the very far southeast corner 

of the gym. You may access it by coming 
in through the Cafeteria entrance of the 
building and then heading through the 
gym. The room will be open at all times 
for your convenience. 

Divine Redeemer Excercise Room is OPEN!

Divine Redeemer 
   Lutheran School 
                               presents

Stepping Up Academy
Summer School Readiness Program

for 3K, 4K, & 5K, 1st Gr

July 5  – July 28
Call 262-367-3664 for enrollment details!

Registration begins in Spring 2017 
Register on line at www.school.drlc.org 

 Divine Redeemer 
has recently been 
blessed by the 
addition of Stacy 
Bader to our staff  
team. She will be fulfilling the  
duties of Director of Connections. 
She comes with an abundance of 
enthusiasm and love for the Lord. 
She describes her new position 
as one of engaging members  
to the numerous events and  
opportunities of Divine Redeem-
er and the community to form a 
feeling of connection in our family 
while growing in their relationship 
with Jesus. 
 She began Monday, April 17 and 
has an office right next to Gail Ar-
nold (Administrative Assistant) and 
Heidi Graf (Director of Music). Her 
position will be part-time with 12 
hours a week. She already has 
helped welcome and get acquaint-
ed with our new members hoping 
to connect them to our vibrant DR 
family. Opportunities for all mem-
ber, new and old, are available from 
a trial-basis, or short and long-term. 
 Sometimes it’s hard to know how 
or where to fit in. That’s where Sta-
cy’s talents of providing unique ap-
proaches connecting folks in small 
or large ways will benefit everyone: 
the church body, the staff, the indi-
vidual person, and the community. 
“I hope to learn about everyone’s 
strengths, talents and interests to 
connect them where I can and help 
them grow in their faith and serve 
the Lord,” explains Stacy. We wel-
come Stacy to the team!
 2 Corinthians 2:14 “But thanks 
be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, 
and through us spreads the fra-
grance of the knowledge of him 
everywhere.”

New to the 
Team! 

Maker Fun Factory VBS at Divine Redeemer
 A world where curious kids become 
hands-on inventors who discover they are 
lovingly crafted by God.
Dates/Time : June 26-30, 9AM - Noon
Ages: For 3 year olds through 6th grade
Cost: $15 per child by June 16.
Registration forms are available near the 
Welcome Centers or online at www.drlc.org
 Volunteers are still needed for the following positions: Decorations Coordinator, Music 
Leader, Preschool Coordinator, and Food Coordinator. Other positions needed are Movie  
Station leader, Photographer, Class/Group Leaders, Class/Group Assistants (where needed). 
Please consider joining our amazing team and help us teach VBS children to know they are 
created by God. Contact Samantha Tietgen at sammieyrae@yahoo.com if you can help.
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M
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G4G	Purpose	Statem

ent:		
Em

powered	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	W
om

en’s	M
inistry	of	

DRLC	will	provide	opportunities	for	us	to	grow	in	our	
relationship	with	Jesus,	serve	others	with	our	tim

e	and	
talents,	pray	for	the	needs	of	our	sisters,	and	gather	to	
connect	as	girlfriends	for	God.	
 

 				

	
	Our	last	event	of	this	
m
inistry	year	was	the	

Oasis	on	April	27.		W
e	

were	so	blessed	to	hear	
Rhea	Briscoe’s	m

essage!		
Special	thanks	to	the	g4G	
leadership	team

	who	put	
all	of	the	details	together:	
	

Stacy	Bader	
Stephanie	Cutler	
Corinne	M

erten	
Lisa	Schraufnagel	
Andrea	Yawney	

	

	
	

W
e	are	collecting	Barbie	

&	baby	dolls	during	the	
	m
onth	of	M

ay.	There	is	a	
collection	bin	by	the	Kids’	

Connection	Office.	

God	has	blessed	us	with	another	wonderful	year	of	m
inistry!	

Special	thanks	to	the	following	volunteers:	
	

Bible	Study	Teachers		
	

M
om

	Café	
Janet	Bahr	

	
	

	
Corinne	M

erten,	lead											
Sam

antha	Tietgen	
	

	
Stephanie	Cutler	

							
Jean	Pordon	

	
	

	
Erin	Kircher	

	
	

	
	

	
	

Kristin	Nelson	
	

M
onday	M

orning	Bible	Study	
Leadership	Team

	
Angela	Batterm

an	
	

	
Stacy	Bader	

Diane	Brueser		
	

	
Stephanie	Cutler	

Donna	Gerndt		
	

	
Corinne	M

erten	
Pam

	Olsen	
	

	
	

Lisa	Schraufnagel	
Donna	Gerndt		

	
	

Andrea	Yawney	
	

Our	Sum
m
er	Study:		W

hen	God	Doesn’t	Fix	It	by	Laura	Story	
	

	
	

5	Sum
m
er	Sessions	in	the	DR	M

edia	Center	
M
ondays:		9-10:30	AM

	
	

June	12,	June	19,	July	10,	July	17,	July	31	
W
ednesdays:		6:30-7:30	AM

		
June	14,	June	21,	July	12,	July	19,	August	2	

W
ednesdays:		9-10:30	AM

	
	

June	14,	June	21,	July	12,	July	19,	August	2	
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 charitable bequest is an easy way for you to help us in  
our work and benefit. H

ere are som
e of the benefits of  

bequest giving:

 
�

It costs you nothing today to m
ake a bequest 

 
�

A
 bequest is free of federal estate tax

 
�

Your bequest can be changed down the road

 
�

You can still benefit your heirs with specific gifts

 
�

A
 bequest m

ay produce estate tax savings 

 
�

You can leave a legacy through a bequest

HOW
 TO

 M
AKE A BEQ

UEST 
A

 bequest is one of the easiest gifts you can m
ake to 

significantly im
pact our work. Your estate planning attorney 

can include a provision in your will that leaves a lasting gift to 
our organization. Your bequest could be a gift of specific assets 
(such as a vehicle, artwork or coin collection), a dollar am

ount 
($100, $1,000 or 10,000) or a percentage of your estate (3%

, 10%
 

or even 25%
). A

 bequest could also be m
ade from

 the residue  
of your estate or what is left after all gifts have been m

ade to 
your heirs.

SAM
PLE BEQ

UEST LAN
G

UAG
E

Please contact us to request sam
ple 

language that your attorney m
ay use in 

drafting a bequest to our organization. 
Sam

ple bequest language is also 
available on our website.

To learn m
ore about the benefits of 

bequest giving please contact us. 
Ask for your FREE W

ills Kit!

BEN
EFITS O

F AN
  

IR
A BEQ

UEST
O

ne type of bequest to consider is a bequest 
from

 your IRA
. If you leave your IRA

 to your 
children, your heirs could face a significant 
tax. Talk with your estate planner about the 
types of assets to leave to your fam

ily that 
can produce little or no tax. Then consider 
m

aking a bequest of your IRA
 to us. W

e will 
receive the full proceeds free of tax and can 
use this gift to help further our m

ission. 

Please contact your plan custodian to 
designate us as a beneficiary of your IRA

.

31385 W
. Hill Rd.

Hartland, W
I 53029

Phone: 262-367-8400
Fax: 262-367-9410

ruth.sternem
ann@

drlc.org
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M
ay 2017

Sunday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

Thursday
Friday

Saturday
1 9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

2 6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Confirmands Statement  
     of Faith

3 DRLS Outdoor Ed 
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 PM Confirmands Statement  
     of Faith

4 DRLS Outdoor Ed
9:30 AM Senior Connection Bible 
      Study 
6:30 PM Confirmands Statement  
     of Faith

5 DRLS Outdoor Ed 
DRLS Eaglets, PS, 4k, & K   
    Field Day

6

7 CONFIRM
ATION

8:00 AM  Worship Service - Church 
   (Confirmation Service)
9:15 AM  Worship Service - Gym 
9:15 AM Adult Bible Class, Kids’ 
     Connection - Last Day
10:30 AM  Worship Service - Church 
    (Confirmation Service) 
1:00 PM  Worship Service - Church 
    (Confirmation Service)

8
96:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 PM Outreach Team Mtg.

106:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 
5:30 PM Zumba
5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study 

119:30 AM Senior Connection Bible 
      Study 
6:30 PM DRLS Art Fair 
6:30 PM DRLS Spring Band Concert

12 
DRLS 1st-8th Gr Field Day

13 

148:00 AM  Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM  Worship Service - Gym 
9:15 AM Adult Bible Class 
10:30 AM  Worship Service - Church

15 
166:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

176:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study 

189:30 AM Senior Connection Bible 
      Study

19 DRLS Jog-A-Thon
20 

218:00 AM  Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM  Worship Service - Gym 
9:15 AM Adult Bible Class  
10:30 AM  Worship Service - Church
11:45 AM Special Service of Prayer  
       for Healing

227:00 PM Board of Director’s Meeting
23  
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study

24 
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Zumba
5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study 

25 DRLS Spring Concert
9:30 AM Senior Connection Bible 
      Study 

26
27 

28  
8:00 AM  Worship Service - Church
9:15 AM  Worship Service - Gym  
10:30 AM  Worship Service - Church

29
28

31   
 Sign up and choose DRLS  

and help us earn cash.
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 The month of May and be-
ginning of June are filled with 
school activities that help 
“wrap-up” the 2016-2017 school 
year. Some of these events are 
filled with fun and excitement 
that help celebrate the friend-
ships and relationships that 
make Divine Redeemer Lu-
theran School the great school 
family that it is! Other events, 
such as graduations, help 
recognize accomplishments 
made from a lot of hard work 
completed during the school 
year. Either way, these events 
highlight the value and impor-
tance of the members of Divine 
Redeemer Lutheran School 
and the many talents that con-
tribute to its overall success! 
 Mark your calendars with 
these important May & early 
June events-

•  Wednesday – Friday, May 3 – 5 
 Outdoor Education 5th Grade

•  Friday, May 5 
 Eaglet, 3 Year Old Preschool,  
 4 & 5 Year Old Field Day

•  Thursday, May 11 
 Art Fair

•  Thursday, May 11 
 Spring Band Concert- 6:30 PM

•  Friday, May 12  
 1st – 8th Grade Field Day

•  Friday, May 19  
 Annual School Jog-a-Thon

•  Thursday, May 25  
 School Spring Concert  
                                       Continued...

D.eaR.  
Diary...

The mission of Divine Redeemer Lutheran 
School in partnership with parents is... 

providing all students with a high
quality, Christ-centered education while  
nurturing and equipping them to meet  
life’s challenges and opportunities as  

faithful servants of Jesus Christ.

Divine Redeemer Offers Quality Early Child-
hood Programs Beginning at Two Years Old

Why Quality Early Childhood Programs Are Important
 Study after study after study makes the 
same conclusions regarding the importance 
and benefits of children receiving a quality 
Early Childhood Education. Child advocates, 
pediatricians, educators, and parents can all 
give testament to their experiences and the 
overwhelming facts that support these claims. 
Probably the most well-known and most re-
cent Early Childhood studies, the HighScope 
Perry Preschool Study, found long-term effects 
of individuals who were enrolled in a quality 
preschool program ultimately earned up to 
$ 2,000 more per month than those who did 
not. It further revealed that young people who 
had come through strong, nurturing preschool 
programs were more likely to graduate from 
high school, to own homes, and have longer 
marriages. Other substantiated studies found 
that children in good preschool programs were 
less likely to repeat grades, need special ed-
ucation, or get into future trouble with the law. 
Even the economic value of Early Childhood 
classes showing a significant, positive Return 
on Investment (ROI) can be supported. Fur-
ther research goes on to support that what 
an individual needs to succeed in life is es-
tablished before they even enter kindergarten. 
A child’s brain development during this time 
is extensive and the amount of learning ab-
sorbed is more rapid in this phase than at any 
other time in life. The cognitive ability to build 
academic skills, large and fine motor abilities, 
social-emotional intelligence, higher-order 
thinking, and character building grows expo-
nentially. According to the National Associ-

ation of Early Childhood Teacher Educators, 
children who attend early-learning programs 
demonstrate higher levels of school achieve-
ment and better social adjustment than those 
who have no formal early education. Early 
childhood educators themselves suggest a 
child’s confidence, self-esteem, teamwork, 
resilience, concentration, patience, and en-
thusiasm for lifelong learning are amongst 
the many positive results of engaging in early 
childhood programs.
 This article is not to suggest that the value 
of time spent within the nurturing environment 
of one’s home is not vital to the development 
of children. The love, experiences, and memo-
ries of “family time” all make significant contri-
butions to the development of every member 
in a family. It does however, indicate the un-
deniable truth that a structured, high-quality, 
education-based Early Childhood program 
can offer little learners life-long benefits. Add 
into these benefits the daily Biblical teachings, 
the love of Jesus Christ taught, and the strong 
Christian environment experienced at Divine 
Redeemer Lutheran School and the rewards 
are priceless!
 Divine Redeemer Lutheran School has es-
tablished itself as an Exemplary School that 
offers not only solid educational experiences 
through eighth grade but also includes the fol-
lowing Early Childhood opportunities:
 • Two Year Old “Eaglet” program (pot-
ty-trained NOT required)- two or three day 
schedules available.
              continued...
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•  Monday, May 29  
 Memorial Day- NO SCHOOL

•  Wednesday, May 31  
 3 & 4 Year Old Graduation-  
 9 AM Sanctuary

•  Thursday, June 1  
 5 Year Old Graduation- 1:30 PM  
 Sanctuary- No morning class  
 this day.

•  Friday, June 2  
 Last Day of School- 8th Grade  
 Graduation- 7 PM Gymnasium

Summer Programs 
Offer Great  

Opportunity to Learn 
Outside the Box

 Divine Redeemer Lutheran 
School continues to offer vari-
ous opportunities to extend the 
learning for students throughout 
the summer months. Summer 
opportunities like “Stepping Up 
Academy” (for incoming Three 
Year Old Preschoolers, Four and 
Five Year Old Kindergartners 
 and First Graders) and STEAM 
Camp (for grades 3rd – 8th)  
allow students to continue the 
learning through hands-on 
activities and dynamic sub-
jects. Information is provided 
in this edition of Lifelines re-
garding these education-based 
programs being offered this 
summer. These summertime 
activities are intended to help 
students retain the knowledge 
they obtained during the school 
year, while challenging them to 
learn new and different subjects 
not traditionally offered during 
the school year. Consider sign-
ing your child up for either of 
these exciting opportunities as 
space is limited!   
(Steam Camp ad is located on the 
next page. The Stepping Up Acad-
emy ad is located on page 5.)

Divine Redeemer Offers Quality Early Childhood 
Programs Beginning at Two Years Old continued...

 • Three Year Old Preschool- Three & five 
morning classes (potty-trained required)
 •  Four Year Old Kindergarten Readiness 
Program- Three or five morning & Full-day op-
tions available.
 • Five Year Old Kindergarten- Half & Full 
Day option available.

   

Consider visiting Divine Redeemer Lutheran 
School and see all that it can offer your child. 
Space is limited for these dynamic, early child-
hood classes, so come for a visit, meet the 
teachers, and discover more about the cur-
riculum that supports the whole child through 
fun, engaging, hands-on learning. Call 262-
364-3664 today! 

State Champion Basketball Team wins Consolation 
Championship at Nationals
 Coaches Plopper, Anderson and Hynes 
knew their Divine Redeemer boys’ basketball 
team was going to be a good team, and so 
they anticipated a competitive and exciting 
year. Now that basketball season has con-
cluded, they can look back and see the re-
wards of some real hard work and talent. The 
team consisting of both seventh and eighth 
grade boys fought hard during their state com-
petition and secured the first place champion-
ship title. That title allowed them to move on 
to Nationals that were held at Valparaiso Uni-
versity- Valparaiso, Indiana. They went 5-1 in 
the tournament, beating teams from Nebras-
ka, California, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Ohio. 
The extended weekend of highly competitive 
play challenged the skill and wits of the Eagle 
boys’ team, ultimately ending in the boys tak-

ing home the Consolation Championship!
 In addition, Coach Jason Hynes and Coach 
Mike Anderson were significantly involved in 
the success of this team. We all thank and 
congratulate these men for the dedication of 
their knowledge and time as they helped form 
this strong basketball team this season. The 
7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Eagle Teams consists of 
(pictured left to right): Coach Mike Anderson, 
Gunnar Grosenick, Noah Howard, Luke Haer-
tle, Carson Hynes, Max Kunnert, Ethan An-
derson, Coach Scott Plopper, Trevor Flinton, 
Rey Tovar, Chase Caliendo and Coach Jason 
Hynes. Special recognition needs to go out to 
Eighth Grader, Max Kunnert, for being named 
to the All Tournament Team. Well done!
 Congratulations Eagle Team for a great 
job both on and off the court! 
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Save-	a-Date	
Sunday,	June	4th		

at	Lake Country Lutheran High School								

	 Retirement		Celebration	 																													

More	than	40	years	in	the	teaching	ministry																																																																								

	
							

Mrs.	Kathy	Ziska	
														

4:30	p.m.	-Social	Hour	*	5:30	p.m.-Dinner	*	6:30p.m.-	Program	

Watch	for	details-	Questions?	Contact	School	Office	at	262-367-3664																																						

	 	 									

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 STEAM	Camp		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 June	26	-	30	

 
 

The STEAM Camp program is an 
exciting and hands-on opportunity 

for young people with a special 
emphasis on the STEAM curriculum 

areas (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and 

Mathematics). The camp sessions 
were created by content 

specialists to be both fun and full 
of learning. 

  
 

	 	 						Moving	to	Mars	

How would you like to move to Mars?  Whoa- wait a 
moment, there is much to plan for!  Come investigate how 

far it is to Mars and how long it will take to get there, learning 
how to navigate your spacecraft along the way.  Investigate 
how to land on Mars and explore its environment.  Plan and 
create a community where you will live, considering food, 

shelter, and weather.  Finally, decide if you will stay on Mars 
or find a way back to Earth. 

 

PARENTS- REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! 
https://www.cuw.edu/organizations/steam/index.html 

 
Contact Mrs. Boris with any questions using jen.boris@drlc.org 

 
Special note:  Vacation Bible School will also be taking place June 26th – 30th at DR.  

If you are interested, students can stay through to STEAM Camp.  They will have 
time to eat their lunches. 

				(Grades	3rd	-	8th)	1:00	-	4:00	PM	
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Pastoral Staff Seth Flick 
  Jeffery Schubert
School Principal Michael Oldenburg
Support Staff
 Administrative Assistant Gail Arnold
 Chief Financial Office Renee Kandler
 Director of Communications Ruth Sternemann
 Director of Connections Stacy Bader
 Director of Day Care Kate Jendusa
 Director of Maintenance Jim Suchocki
 Director of Music Heidi K. Graf
 Director of Women’s Ministry Karen Lippert
 School Admissions Counselor Tracey Markut 
 School Secretary/School Nurse Niki Cairns
Part-Time Support Staff
 Assistant Business Manager Karen Nipko 
 Kids Connection Co-Directors Sam Tietgen  
     Kate Jendusa
  Mary Graves

 
 Church Office Phone:  262-367-8400
 School Office Phone: 262-367-3664
 Daycare Phone: 262-367-2972
 Website: www.drlc.org
 

School Faculty
 8th Grade Dale Kleba
  Becky Rohde
 7th Grade Dottie Avery
  Mike Stollenwerk
 6th Grade Micah Baganz
  Pastor Kurt Wenzelburger
 5th Grade Lynn Cox
  Lisa Plopper
 4th Grade Jennifer Boris
  Kathy Ziska
 3rd Grade Nancy Bretzmann
  Mary Kuehl
 2nd Grade Julie Chudada
  Kathy Oldenburg
 1st Grade Kari Molnau
  Karen Depenbrok
 5- Yr Old Kindergarten Denise Adler 
  Paula Lamp
 4-Yr Old Kindergarten Kris Bahr
  Cindy Stoltmann
 3 Year Old Pre-school Vicki Beversdorf
  Amber Curtis
  Kim Cramer
 2 year old Pre-school Dawn Weber
 Physical Education Terri Anderson
 Art Neva Conlon
 Spanish Language Carol Garuz
 Band Erica Rosebrock
 Music Pam Truax
 Computer  Manya Suchy

Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church and School Staff

Worship Service Times
Sundays

~ 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  
   Traditional Worship in the Church 

~ 9:15 AM  
   Contemporary Worship in the Gym

~ 9:15 - 10:15 AM 
   Adult Bible Connection  
   Confirmation Classes 
   Kids Connection

~ 10:30-11:30 AM 
    Adult Bible Connection 
   (Including New Member Classes)   


