[Learning Focused Schools
[earhing Focused Conhcepts
LFS Model Overview Video

Based on research gathered in 90/90/90 sChools, the [earnhing Focused model, developed by Dr.
MaX Thompson, Focuses on five areas of improvement: exemplary practice, Curriculum,
instruction, assessment, and orgahization.

Each week ] make a weekly overview and weekly [esson plan. ] use a binder instead Of a plahhing book so that I
Can include anything additional things that I heed to. ] Create content maps fOr each uhit over the summer
and then just keep them in my files until I need them. I also inClude my homework ContraCts and hewsletters in
my binder to help Keep organized and a qUICK reference for specCial dates ahd such.

LFS Weekly [ .esson Plahning

1 adapted this from Jill Perkin's [,esson Plan and copy this front and bacCk. I try t0 make it very expliCit SO that
incase I need a sub that wash't plahned should be able to follow the schedule properly and have some idea of
what was supposed to be taught that day with a little help from my colleagues. Please e-mail me if you would
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LFS Weekly Qverview

1 Created this weekly overview SO that ] Cah better organhize my

lessons and Canh keep this as a guide to use in the following Year. Please e-mail me if you would like this form.



http://www.learningfocused.com/
http://toolbox.learningfocused.com/lfdirect/html/LFS_Overview_1a.html
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Vocabulary

Content Map [esson Plahning Fort
This canh be used from Year tO year ohcCe you have made it. This would be something that you Can share the
responsibility with your team and then each Of you Cah put it in a file for the years to come. Please e-mail me
if you would like this form.
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Guided Reading Group [,essoh Form
This is a form that ] use to help me plan for guided reading groups. Please e-mail me if you would like this
form.
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[Learnhing Focused SChools in First GGrade

One of my biggest hesitations about the LFS strategy was how was ] going to be able to use this
in my first grade Classroom. Through trainings, discussions with peers, ahd some thought on the
subject I have been able to implement [LFS into my Classroom in @ way that works for me and is
benefiCial to my students. A key phrase to remember is "adapt, hot adopt”, in other words, use
the concepts that work fOr You in a way that works for you. Below are a few ideas from LFS
that ] have adapted to fit the heeds of my Classroom. ] tried to give piCture examples where
possible to help grasp what my words may hot be able to describe.

Essential Questions (EQ)

Each subject has an EQ. What do you want the Kids to get out
Of your |esson? For each uhit I have ah EQ and for each
concept or [esson within the unit I have additional EQ's. These
questions guide my planhing and help me to stay focused on
what is important. The EQ's should be posted (I have my weekly
EQ's colored coded by subject and in a pocket Chart with my
Calendar math area) and discussed with the students. ] also
have EQ's over my word walls as titles (For example...instead of
"Sight Word Word Wall” I have "How does knowing sight words
help me to read?” above my sight words.) with the EQ Although
it iS easy to post these ahd forget about them it is important
that Yyour students know what these are and why they are
posted. When I am finished with the question I put it in my
corresponding file and save it fOr hext year.

Feature Presentation

This is an area that I post What we |earh as we learh it throughout the week. I put graphiC
organizers, |lesson we did on Chart paper, spelling words, phonics rules, and anything else that ]
Cah put up that we have learhed in the week. On Friday afternoon ] take everything down so
that onh Monday we Start with a blanhk slate.
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content Map

Content maps are a graphiC organizer to Orgahize you
planning units ahd something that you share with your
students. A way to make this work in first grade is by
having a Content Map wall or Concept Map bulletin
board. T make Content Maps for Math, SocCial Studies,
and Gcience (Jnits. (Language Arts and Reading skKills e —
are placed on word walls and splashes and stay up all & : ‘"*"“’4 —
year) Here are a few tips to help make your Conhcept = :
Map Bulletin Board.

1) Start with a unit EQ and all unit voCabulary words
posted

2) Add the concept or [esson EQ as you teach them

3) (Jse a graphic organizer for each lesson and display it
uhder the lesson EQ

4) Have the students complete the Corresponding
graphic organizer in their vocabulary hotebook

5) If You make a project these Can be displayed here as well

Coming Soon

1 use my Classroom door for my Coming attraCtions area. ] post what we will
be working on in the following weeks. This gives students' a heads up for
what we will be learhing the following week(s). BeCause it is oh my front
door ahd students see it all the time it makes them Curious and interested
in what is Coming up hext.




Word Walls and Splashes

Ihstead Of using my wall Space for pretty pictures ahd posters that You buy at the teacher store
1 make sure that everything has a purpose for being displayed. At the beginhing of the school
year my room starts Off bare and as the year goes my walls get "Colorful” with word walls that
are sKills that will help them ih their everyday success. Just putting up the word walls is hot
enhough 1 also have to use them and get my students to recoghize that they are up to help them.
Kids nhotice what they are. Ohe Child said to me as T was adding a word wall at the beginning of
the year, "MS. Trott, why are You putting all this learning Stuff up?” They notice the difference
between fluff and a teaching tool. Some of my word walls inClude sight words, rebus words,
Gquestion words, parts of speech, phonicCs rules, and contraCtions.

Graphic Qrganhizers

The use of graphiC organizers is very prevalent in the LFS model. After Creating a graphiC
orgahizer make sure that you place it somewhere in the Classroom fOr your students to be able
tO use it. You may evenh waht them to Create their own and Keep it in @ VOCabulary hotebook.
On my maih LFS page you Can find links to mahy graphiC organizers.




