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F ACE BOOK P OST CITE  
R e d a ct e d  Un r e d a c t e d  

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 9/12/12; 2:58 a .m .  
This group was formed to discuss and 
explore the possibilit ies of t he cit y of 
Gardenda le crea t ing t heir  own school 
system. 

1132-2 a t  188 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 9/12/12; 2:53 a .m .  
Tim Bagwell crea ted t he group 
Gardenda le City Schools. 

1132-2 a t  189 1092-20 a t  4 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 9/11/12; 10:53 p .m .   
Tim Bagwell crea ted t he group 
Gardenda le City Schools. 

1132-3 a t  314 1092-20 a t  5 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 4/23/13; 4:04 a .m .  
Tim Bagwell made David Sa lt ers an 
administ ra tor  of the group 
Gardenda le City Schools. 

1132-2 a t  142 1092-20 a t  7 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 9/12/12; 9:59 p .m .  
Tim Bagwell made Chr is Lucas an  
administ ra tor  of the group 
Gardenda le City Schools. 

1132-2 a t  180 1092-20 a t  9 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 9/12/12; 3:03 p .m .  
There a re a  number  of people who a re 
discussing the possibility of forming a  
Gardenda le school system.  There are 
a  [sic] benefit s to such  a  proposal, 
such  as t rue loca l cont rol over  our  
schools and the accompanying 
prospect   for  h igher  academic 
achievement  and great er  flexibility, 
bet ter  cont rol over  the geographic 
composit ion  of the st udent  body, 
protect ion  against  t he act ions of other  
ju r isdict ions tha t  might  not  be in  our  
best  int erest s, t he r ea l prospect  of 
h igher  proper ty va lues over  the 
longer  term, a  brand spanking new 
high  school which  would become ours 

1132-2 a t  181 1092-20 a t  16 
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should we form the school system, 
et c. 
Da vid  Sa lt e r s ; 9/15/12; 7:12 p .m . 
1. Our  cla ssrooms a re under funded.   
I have to pay hundreds of dollar s per  
yea r  in  supplies tha t  a ren’t  paid for  
by the county.  Our  t eachers must  
pay much more than  t ha t  ou t  of their  
own pocket . 
2. Without  funded classrooms, we 
cannot  a t t ract  the best  t eachers. 
3.  Our test  scores a re fa r  too low and 
it  hurt s our  student s’ chances to 
advance in  their  academic future. 
4. We a re using buses to t r anspor t  
non-resident s into our  schools 
(without  addit ional funding) from as 
fa r  away as Center  Poin t  (there’s 
your  redist r ibu t ion  of wealth). 
5. We cannot  a t t r act  new residents 
because our  schools a re ra ted too low. 
6. Our  children haven’t  been  on field 
t r ip in  years because J effCoEd is 
st ruggling  
7. A look a round a t  our  community 
spor t ing events, or  churches a re grea t  
snapshots of our  community.  A look 
into our  schools, and you’ll see 
someth ing tota lly differen t . 

1132-2 a t  185 1092-20 a t  20 

Da vid  Sa lt e r s ; 9/16/12; 10:21 p .m . 
Dennis, your  ability to make wild 
a ssumpt ions is qu it e en ter ta ining.  If 
you  are infer r ing there is a  racial 
mot ive, you’re not  listening.  I don’t  
ca re who lives here a s long as t hey 
cont r ibute, tha t  includes me and you.  
You’re likely not  aware that  non-
resident  students a re increasing a t  an  

1132-2 a t  186 1092-20 a t  21 
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a la rming ra te in  our  schools.  Those 
students do not  cont r ibu te 
financia lly.  They consume the 
resources of our  schools, our  teachers 
and our resident  students, t hen go 
home.  I welcome these students, but  
they’ll need to move to Gardendale or  
pay a  t r ansfer  fee.  Make sense?   
Mis t i Sa n d e r son  Boa ck le ; 9/12/12; 
6:11 p .m . 
The t ime is r igh t  and th is needs to 
happen .  Our  schools a re bust ing a t  
the seams with st udents from other  
communit ies tha t  is causing ext reme 
overcrowding in  our  classrooms.  This 
is a ll due to the “No child left  behind 
act” and schools from other  
sur rounding cit ies not  meet ing AYP.  
At  Gardendale Elementary we have 
approximately 879 students t his year , 
in  our  kindergar ten  classes a lone 
some classrooms have 27 student s in  
them.  Can you  imagine 275 yea r  olds 
in  one class.  This makes for  ext reme 
overcrowded classrooms and 
drast ically limit s how our  teachers 
can  effect ively t each  with th is many 
students in  one class.  I would 
suppor t  a  modest  proper ty t ax myself 
a s I believe it  will grea t ly benefit  our  
community to move forward with this 
plan  and will a llow our schools to 
have smaller  cla ssrooms aga in.  I’m 
in as well! 

1132-2 a t  181 1092-20 a t  16 
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J e n n ife r  Moor e ; 9/12/12; 9:25 a .m . 
I’m not  completely opposed but  would 
definitely want  to do some research.  
I lived in  Clay when they t r ied to 
form a  school system and tha t  fa iled.  
But  Clay does not  have much of a  
reta il t ax base.  I feel we would be of 
greater  advantage if we went  t his 
rou te, Kelli, it ’s crazy tha t  your  house 
was not  Gardenda le yet  t hey bus kids 
in  from a ll other .  I do wonder  wha t  
other  kinds of can  of worms it  would 
open.  I feel confident  t hey could a ll 
be addressed but  it  would be nice to 
see a  checklist  of sor t s. 

1132-2 a t  181 1092-20 a t  16 

Mis t i Sa n d e r son  Boe ck le ; 9/13/12; 
1:41 p .m . 
Dennis I’m t rying to wrap my bra in 
a round your  words and I just  can’t  
understand your thought  process!  
This is about  our  community and 
keeping the quality of educat ion for  
our  kids in  t act !  We a re seeing 
terr ible overcrowded classrooms in  
our  schools due to t he poor  
management  of our  government  in  
the educat ion system!  I have been a  
PTA board member  a t  Gardenda le 
Elementa ry for  9 year s and the 
changes tha t  have occur red in  those 
n ine yea rs as far  as t he qua lity of 
educat ion our  kids a re get t ing is 
going downhill and it ’s all due to the 
poor  decisions made within our  
government  about  our  educat ion 
system and the overcrowding in  our  
schools it  has caused!  Dennis did you  
know we are sending school buses to 

1132-2 a t  183 1092-20 a t  18 
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Center  poin t  and bussing kids to 
OUR schools in  Gardenda le, as well 
a s from Smithville!  This is a ll due to 
the “No child left  behind act” t ha t  if a  
school doesn’t  make AYP they can  go 
to another  school with in their  county 
system.  This law had good inten t ions 
but  has r ea lly crea ted a  mess for  the 
schools. Smithville kids have been  
bused here for  years due to t he 
desegregat ion from decades ago and 
tha t  should have a lready been  
changed because we have a  very 
diver se popula t ion now in  our  a rea .  
We a re bust ing a t  the seams and 
can’t  cont inue on this pa th!  Would 
YOU want  to t each  a  cla ss of 27 five 
yea r  olds, or  28 5th graders! That ’s the 
cla ss sizes we curren t ly have a t  
Gardenda le Elementa ry School, 879 
students and growing.  Our  
elementa ry school has no more room 
to put  another  t r a iler .  How can  the 
t eacher  effect ively t each  t ha t  many 
ch ildren in  one class and t hey get  a  
good quality educat ion!  People are 
a lr eady t a lking about  leaving our  
community to seek out  a  school 
system with  smaller  cla ssrooms!  I 
don’t  want  t o see the place I was born  
and ra ised in  turn in to a  place people 
flee from because the quality of 
educat ion has gone downhill! So some 
research  here Dennis and you’ll rea lly 
be shocked a t  what  you  learn.  It ’s not  
about  leaving anyone out  here, it ’s 
about  preserving our  communit ies 
and schools for  future genera t ions! 



6 

T im  Ba gw e ll; 10/4/12; 3:15 a .m . 
J er ry, you and I both  want  what  is 
best  in  t his mat ter , and t ha t  is what  
is sound and suppor ta ble tha t  resu lt s 
in  the best  out come for  t he city and 
the student s.  I deleted a  couple of 
post s t r ending towards get t ing 
ch ippy, a t  least  one of which  was 
mine, and softened some language in  
others I made.  If I am going to 
encourage keeping th ings from 
get t ing testy, I have to check twice 
before I h it  post  like anybody else. 
The city has never  voted on  a  
proper ty t ax tha t  was t o fund a school 
system tha t  I am aware of.  The la st  
t ax voted down was directed more 
towards fire depar tment  kind of stuff, 
if memory serves.  The city has never  
had some benefit s and facilit ies t ha t  
would accrue with a  cit y school 
system when previous discussion  has 
t aken place, eit her . 
You likely a lr eady know th is, bu t  
most  school systems have a  sa les t ax 
component  to t heir  funding, bu t  
pr imary funding in  a  sound school 
system should be based on your 
proper ty t axes because of their  
st ability and predictability. 
I don’t  know the process by which  
th is was addressed by t he cit y 
council.  I just  st a r t ed a  Facebook 
page on th is and am disposed to favor  
the disposa l a ssuming tha t  t he 

1132-2 a t  166 1092-20 a t  12 
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numbers work and can  be as inclusive 
of the exist ing dist r ict  footpr int  a s 
possible.  There a re quite a  few 
hurdles and if it  t akes the kind of 
heavy-duty study tha t  cost s t he 
cit izens what  I acknowledge is no 
minor amount  to give us the kind of 
concrete da te t ha t  we can  base a  
game-changing upon, I’m OK with it . 
T im  Ba gw e ll; 5/10/13; 9:22 p .m . 
With rega rd to nobody in  pa r t icu la r , 
unless you  have specific factua l 
informat ion about  racia l mot ivat ion 
on  t he pa r t  of someone else here, 
th ink twice before you  h it  t he post  
but ton  when it  comes to racism. 
Blanket  a llegat ions of t ha t  sor t  will 
be deemed a per sona l a t t ack and 
deleted.  I’m not  saying every 
quest ion  about  r ace is inva lid.  I am 
saying tha t  simply making a  cha rge 
tha t  r acism is the reason  for  
someth ing just  because you  th ink it  
might  be is going to be a  problem.  
Tha t  kind of th ing only serves to 
poison  the discussion.  Basica lly, the 
level of discourse we seek to have 
here is t ha t  we would expect  in  a  
face-to-face conversa t ion  with  our  
neighbor .  If it  can’t  be sa id in  tha t  
manner , t hen I am sure there are 
other  groups on Facebook that  ca ter  
to a  lesser  level of discussion .  
This is not  about  race, it  is about  
doing t he best  we can for  our  
community and a ll members thereof, 
regardless of their  skin color . 

1132-2 a t  124 1092-20 a t  29 
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Ch r is  Lu ca s ; 9/12/12; 7:45 p .m . 
Amy – par t  of the plan  to make it  
work would include Mt . Olive.  I 
th ink it  would be worth it  for  the sake 
of educat ion  and our  community. 

1132-2 a t  181 1092-20 a t  16 

Da vid  Sa lt e r s ; 9/12/12; 7:55 p .m . 
J ennifer , Mt . Olive will one day be in  
Gardenda le city limit s.  As a  mat ter  
of fact , a ll of J efferson  County will 
one day be in  the city limit s of some 
municipa lity. So why not  go ahead 
and suppor t  the move now since it  
will help with  t he schools? 

1132-2 a t  181 1092-20 a t  16 

S t a c i S im on  Glove r  ; 10/2/12;  
4:50 a .m . 
As a  Brookside na t ive, Gardenda le 
High  graduate, and Gardenda le 
resident  whose ch ild at tends Snow 
Rogers, I would hope tha t  Brookside 
ch ildren would not  be cu t  ou t  of th is 
equat ion. 

1032-2 a t  179 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20 

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 10/3/12; 3:51 a .m . 
St aci, the Brookside par t  of the a rea 
is someth ing which  has weighed 
heavily on my mind and I’ve been  
looking into it .  In  genera l, though 
municipa l schools a re usua lly 
rest r icted to residents of the 
municipa lity, there may be some 
except ions.  There a re a lso instances 
of agreement s between  systems in  
some cases because of 
geography/proximity.  There are a  
couple of other  dea ls I’m cur ious to 
lea rn more about  when it  comes to 
out -of-jur isdict ion  cases.  It ’s 
cert a in ly a  quest ion  tha t  I’m 
int erest ed in  myself.  Perhaps it  is an  

1032-2 a t  179 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20
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issue t ha t  the study can address.  
T im  Ba gw e ll; 11/2/12; 12:30 a .m . 
Mayor Phillips has begun the process 
of r eta ining Dr. Ira  Harvey, one of the 
most  respected exper t s in  t he area of 
school system feasibilit y.  He will give 
us the impar t ia l, det ailed, exper t , in -
depth study and ana lysis t ha t  is 
crucia l to t he decisions to come.  I 
thank Mayor  Phillips as well as the 
city council once aga in . 

1132-2 a t  160 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20

Ch r is  Lu ca s ; 10/2/12; 10:53 p .m . 
J er ry – I t hink you  may be asking two 
separa te quest ions? 
1) Will kids in  Nor th  Gardendale 
(who may cur rent ly be zoned for  
county schools in  Mor r is) be zoned for  
a  city school system?  Yes.  All kids 
within  the municipa l boundar ies of 
Gardenda le would go to schools 
within  the new syst em. 
2) Would Gardendale be required to 
br ing in  minor it ies from outside of 
the municipa l boundar ies to achieve 
some sor t  of quota?  No.  The school 
system is for  resident s of Gardendale 
(whatever  t hose boundar ies end up 
being and whatever  t ha t  racial make-
up is).  The idea  is tha t  it  might  
include an expansion to include an 
annexa t ion  of cer ta in  par t s of Mount  
Olive. 

1132-2 a t  167 1092-20 a t  11 

Ch r is  Lu ca s ; 10/3/12; 1:22 a .m . 
J er ry (maybe Renee) – I’ll be t he fir st  
to say tha t  I do not  pract ice in  th is 
a rea  and am not  an  exper t . I do not  
th ink it  will be an issue t hough.  We’ll 
have to see.  The feasibility study will 

1132-2 a t  167 1092-20 a t  11 
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address some quest ions, bu t  the 
feasibility st udy isn’t  per formed by an 
a t torney.  At  some point , a  competent  
(exper ienced in  th is a rea) a t torney ill 
need to be involved, especia lly in  
a reas such as the dra ft ing of a  
separa t ion  agreement  
Ch r is  Lu ca s ; 4/19/13; 1:34 a .m . 
A new cit izens group is being formed 
tha t  will be ca lled FOCUS 
Gardenda le: Future of Our  
Community Ut ilizing Schools.  The 
fir st  meet ing of t his group will be 
held a t  Gardenda le Civic Center  th is 
coming Monday n ight  a t  6:30 to 
discuss the proposed school system.  
The officia l feasibilit y st udy will be 
released soon.  In advance of the 
revea ling of t he study, we want  t o get  
together  as many people a s possible 
form BOTH Gardendale and Mt . 
Olive to begin crea t ing awareness, 
and to understand quest ions t ha t  
may ar ise.  If you, or  your  fr iends are 
unsure where you  stand, t his meet ing 
will give you the informat ion  you 
need.  Please make plans to a t t end – 
th is is a  once in  a  lifet ime oppor tunity 
for  our  community tha t  will be 
impactful for  genera t ions to come. 

1132-2 a t  158 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20

Da vid  Sa lt e r s ; 4/23/13; 5:05 p .m . 
Annexa t ion  crea tes a  defined school 
dist r ict  boundary.  No annexat ion will 
leave lot s of guesswork for  MO and 
leaves NO exposed to decisions being 
made by people far  removed from our  
community (Dept  of J ust ice, J eff Co, 
St at e of Ala , etc.) 

1132-2 a t  150 1092-20 a t  39 
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Tr a cy  Or r  Ca lve r t ; 4/23/13;  
3:37 a .m . 
@Victor , would you  like to live in  
Center  Point  or  Adamsville?  Wake 
up, it ’s closer  than  you  may th ink.  I 
encourage you  to r ide a round those 
a reas, maybe even P inson or  
Huffman and think about  how 
quickly an area ’s demographics 
change.  This is about  a  community 
want ing to progress, not  regress.  
Rea lity. 

1132-2 a t  143 1092-20 a t  32 

Ch r is  Lu ca s ; 5/5/13; 3:32 p .m . 
Fellow Mt. Olive Residents, 
If you were at  the meet ing la st  night , 
you  may have not iced lit t le ment ion  
of Mt . Olive.  The purpose of last  
n ight ’s meet ing was to discuss the 
financia l feasibility of the new school 
system – not  annexa t ion .  The 
financia l feasibility is NOT impacted 
eit her  way by Mt.Olive. This is an 
incredible, once in  a  lifet ime 
oppor tunity for  the City of 
Gardenda le a s the det ailed analysis 
came back as HIGHLY FEASIBLE.  I 
fu lly expect  Gardendale to move 
forward. If Mt . Olive get s to be a  pa r t  
of th is, it  will have to be led by the 
cit izens. So, you need to let  Mayor 
Phillips know tha t  you want  t o be 
included, and you need to let  Senator  
Beason  know you want  to be 
included. 

1132-2 a t  119 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20

Tim  Ba gw e ll; 12/16/15; 2:34 a .m .
Tha t ’s fine, I am not  disagreeing with  
you  rega rding diver sity in  the city or  
the ch ildren  with in it .  But  because of 

1132-2 a t  8 *n ot  in c lu d e d  
in  1092-20
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t he desegrega t ion  order , the cour t s 
have broad oversight  with in  t he 
county.  When I sa id th is is about  a  
ba lance not  just  with in the city limit s 
but  within  the school, I meant  the 
quest ion  of ba lance ext ends beyond 
the city limit s, it  extends county 
school system-wide.  It  effect s our  
ability to get  the approval t ha t  we 
will require in  order  to move forward.  
See J on’s response below regarding 
previous separa t ions and simila r  
act ions.   
As fa r  as I can tell, Gar dendale is 
a lr eady more diverse than  severa l 
other  county schools.  I am not  saying 
viewing the separa t ion  t hrough the 
lens of a  par t icu la r  diversit y goa l 
imposed from without  necessar ily is 
or  is not  a  legit imate or  fa ir  point  for  
a  lit igant  or  regula tor  to make, or  if I 
even  agree tha t  t he county and it s 
residents should st ill be answer ing to 
Washington and federa l judges on 
th is issue for ty year s down the line.  I 
am simply saying tha t  it  is a  r ea lit y 
tha t  t he GBOE has to dea l with.  I 
can  assure you  tha t  t hey didn’t  just  
decide to gift  a  perpetua l a t t endant  
zone to an a rea  tha t  t hey are not  
get t ing the ext ra  20-mil on because of 
a  whim.  This has the ha llmarks of a  
specific, technical, t act ica l decision  
a imed a t  addressing a  r ecognized 
road block to breaking away.  Again , 
th is is supposit ion  on my pa rt , and I 
wouldn’t  know wha t  quar ter  drove 
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t h is decision if I am actua lly on  
ta rget . 
I don’t  have to be happy with  every 
move tha t  is made, and they haven’t  
ca lled me up and asked for  my 
approval.  The board and their  legal 
counsel a re diligent ly pursuing 
breaking away from the county 
system.  As for  me, so long as I am 
confident  that  they are doing their  
best  and are not  defea t ing the 
under lying purpose of forming a  new 
system, I am going to have to extend 
them a lit t le bit  of la t itude. 


