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Statement Regarding Oral Argument

The Gardendale City Board of Education requests oral argument
under Rule 34 and Eleventh Circuit Rule 34-3(b)(2)-(3) because there are
issues here that have never been authoritatively determined and because
argument, in an appeal with multiple constitutional issues and an extensive
record, will aid the Court’s decisional process.

If the Court grants argument, Gardendale respectfully requests that
the Court set the case for the earliest possible docket, to ensure resolution

of this appeal in time for the approaching 2018-2019 school year.
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Statement of Jurisdiction

The district court had subject-matter jurisdiction over this case
under 28 U.S.C. § 1343(a) and 42 U.S.C. § 1983 for alleged violations of the
Fourteenth Amendment by Jefferson County.

This Court has jurisdiction over Gardendale’s cross-appeal from both
orders granting in part and denying in part its motion to operate a school
system because the lower court’s orders constitute an injunction against
Gardendale, which is immediately reviewable under 28 U.S.C. § 1292(a)(1).
This has been recognized in desegregation cases. Seg eg, Manningv. Sch.
Bd. of Hillsborough County, 244 F.3d 927, 940 n.23 (11th Cir. 2001).!

Plaintiffs filed a Rule 59 motion on M ay 1, seven days after the
court’s injunction order was entered on April 24. Doc. 1150. That motion
was denied on May 9, and Plaintiffs appealed on May 22. Doc. 1158.
Gardendalefiled its cross-gpped of both ordersthe next day. Doc. 1164.

Plaintiffs appealed only the April 24 order, ss2Doc. 1160, and did not
appeal the May 9 order denying their Rule 59 motion. Therefore, this
Court lacks jurisdiction over any request by Plaintiffs for review of the May
9 order. SeeOdenak v.E.T.Barwick Indus, 825 F.2d 1521, 1528-29 (11th
Cir. 1987); Pitney Boaes Inc.v. Medtre 701 F.2d 1365, 1374-75 (11th Cir.
1983); Fed. R. App. P. 3(c)(1)(B).

' Gardendale incorporates here its response to the jurisdictional question issued by the
Clerk.
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Statement of the Issues
1. A school board does not violate the Fourteenth Amendment unless it
takes official action—beyond mere words—that injures the rights of a
student. The district court held Gardendale liable for a constitutional
violation based on statements made by private parties on a public Facebook
page that the Board never controlled. Was that error?
2. The power to enjoin a new school district’s separation from a system
still involved in a desegregation case depends on either a constitutional
violation by the new system or potential injury to the existing district’s
dismantling of its former racially dual school system. Jefferson County was
held by this Court to have fully dismantled its dual system 41 years ago.
Was it error for the lower court to partially enjoin Gardendale’s formation?
3. Evenif the district court still had the power to enjoin a separation,
exercise of that power is proper only if there would be substantial adverse
impact on desegregation. It was undisputed at trial that Gardendale’s
separation would affect the racial balance of the County system’s student
population by less than 2%. Was it error for the court to view that as a
substantial adverse impact?
4. A district court’s remedial authority must be tailored to fit the
constitutional harm at stake, and here the transfer of the four schools in
Gardendale would have no racially disproportionate or discriminatory

effect. Yet the district court refused to let Gardendale operate the high
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school unless it pays the County system millions of dollars for it or builds
another one. Did that exceed the court’s authority?

5.  Evenif separation would cause some small impact on the County, a
remedy must be tailored to fit that impact. Wholly enjoining Gardendale’s
operation violates that requirement. Was the court correct in refusing to

grant Plaintiffs the full injunction they sought?

Statement of the Case
This case is about the efforts of a city to improve public education by
creating a municipal school system that would operate separately from a
county system still subject to a decades-old desegregation decree, and
whether a federal court should frustrate those efforts when they are not

motivated by racial animus and will not hinder the county’s desegregation.

1.  Course of Proceedings Below

In December 2015 the Gardendale City Board of Education
(“Gardendale” or “the Board”) moved for leave to operate a separate
municipal school system in Jefferson County, Alabama. Doc. 1040.
Informal discovery had already occurred, but after the motion was filed
more discovery ensued, briefs were submitted, and a five-day bench trial
was held in December 2016 on Gardendale’s motion. Doc. 1141 at 134-37.

The lower court issued a 190-page Memorandum Opinion and Order
(hereinafter “the Opinion”) on April 24, 2017 and modified that Opinion in

a 49-page Supplemental Memorandum Opinion of May 9, 2017 (hereinafter
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“Supplemental Opinion”). Doc. 1141; Doc. 1152. Among many other
things, the Opinion denied Gardendale’s motion in part and enjoined
Gardendale from operating the middle school and high school within its city
limits. Doc. 1141 at 185-90. Plaintiffs appealed because the court allowed
the new system to operate two elementary schools, and Gardendale cross-
appealed both opinions. Plaintiffs appealed only the April 24 Opinion—

they did not appeal the Supplemental Opinion. Doc. 1158, 1160.

2. Statement of the Facts

A. Thedessgregation history of Jefferson County
In 1965 Linda Stout sued the Jefferson County school board under 42

U.S.C. § 1983 for racially segregating the school system. Doc. 2. The
County’s dual school system was held to have violated the Fourteenth
Amendment, prompting an injunction. Doc. 1118 at 2. The injunction
directed the County to admit students “on a racially non-discriminatory
basis.” Doc. 1141 at 9.

While various orders were then litigated and appealed through 1970,
the cities of Vestavia Hills, Pleasant Grove, Homewood, and Midfield
withdrew from the County system and formed their own school systems.
Doc. 1118 at 3; Doc. 1141 at 18-22. Three of those four cities were allowed

by the district court to separate from the County. Doc. 1141 at 20-21.

? Pleasant Grove ultimately was not due to its refusal to comply with court orders. Doc.
1118 at 4. Plaintiffs misstate the reason Pleasant Grove was not allowed to operate; it
was because the town defied court orders, not because its separation would impede the



Case: 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017 Page: 19 of 126

After further appeals, the district court entered a comprehensive
desegregation decree in September 1971. Doc. 1118 at 4; Doc. 1141 at 28.
The 1971 Order—still operative today —established student-attendance
zones, set ratios for student attendance, and contemplated the separation of
future municipal systems. Doc. 226. One of the attendance zones the 1971
Order set was the Gardendale zone, which required middle-school and
high-school students from the non-contiguous community of North
Smithfield (a mostly black neighborhood) to attend schools in Gardendale.
Doc. 1141 at 29, 76. There has been no material change to the Gardendale
zone since 1971. Doc. 1118 at 4. About 200 North Smithfield students
currently attend Gardendale schools. Doc. 1141 at 76 n.31.

Five years after the 1971 Order there came a watershed moment in
the County’s desegregation efforts: the district court—and this Court—
held that the County system had made “great progress” and had, despite
the presence of two all-black schools, “effectively dismantled” the “former
dual school system” and substituted “a unitary system.” Stout v. Jefferson
Caunty Bd. o Educ, 537 F.2d 800, 802 (5th Cir. 1976). As this Court put it,
the County system was “effectively desegregated and is unitary” so that in
Jefferson County “the uprooting of which the Court spoke has been done
and a unitary system is operating.” ld. at 802-03 (citing United Statesv.
Sadtland Nek City Bd. of Educ, 407 U.S. 484 (1972)).

County’s desegregation. Appellants’ Brief at 34-35, 43; Staut v. Jefferson County Bd. of
Educ,, 466 F.2d 1213, 1214-15 (5th Cir. 1972).
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In later decades, the cities of Hoover, Trussville, and Leeds also left
the County school system and formed their own—and they did so by the
agreement of the parties and with the approval of the district court. Doc.
1118 at 5; Doc. 1141 at 46, 65-67. The Leeds and Trussville separations (in
2003 and 2005, respectively) caused a 3% increase in the County’s black
student population because of the number of white students in the
separating systems. Doc. 1141 at 66-67. The court allowed Trussville to
separate despite having only 8.4% black enrollment, far less than the County
system’s 25.8% at the time. Doc. 1131-6 at 32.

As of September 2016, the Jefferson County system is nearly evenly
balanced with a student population of 36,024 that is 48.8% black and 41.7%
white. Doc. 1106-1. In addition to the progress this Court lauded back in
1976, the lower court here praised the County for further strides and good
faith in a host of areas. Doc. 1152 at 21-23. In fact the district court noted
that the County may be partially released from judicial oversight in the near
future. 1d. at11.

The four schools in Gardendale (Gardendale High, Bragg Middle,
Gardendale Elementary, and Snow Rogers Elementary) served 3,110
students as of 2015-16, 25% of whom were black and 71% white. Doc. 1118 at
5. The district court found that three of these four schools “are reasonably
desegregated,” even counting only the students who live in Gardendale.

Doc. 1141 at 75, 160.
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B. Gardendal€ seffortstoformanew system

In 2012 certain individuals, including David Salters and Tim Bagwell
(Gardendale residents) and Chris Lucas (a non-resident at the time), began
campaigning to raise property taxes and have the city form its own school
system, hoping to increase local control over education, improve test scores,
and decrease the overall size of the system their children attended. SeeDoc.
1141 at 77; Doc. 1131-41 at 14-15, 20-23; Doc. 1131-44 at 9-13; Doc. 1131-38
at 17-19; Doc. 1155 at 173-77. One of these early campaigners testified that
in his mind the North Smithfield community was a “traditional part” of the
feeder areas into Gardendale schools. Doc. 1131-44 at 11. The district court
acknowledged this intended inclusion of North Smithfield. Doc. 1141 at 81
n.37.

As part of these efforts Tim Bagwell created a Facebook page in 2012
called “Gardendale City Schools.” Doc. 1131-44 at 9; Doc. 1092-20 at 4.}
The page was not created or controlled by the Gardendale Board of
Education; in fact the Board did not exist until April 2014. SeeDoc. 1092-
20 at 4; Doc. 1141 at 97; Exhibit A. Bagwell and Salters were administrators
of the Facebook page, and its membership was not limited to Gardendale
residents. Doc. 1131-44 at 14-15; Doc. 1092-20 at 7. Lucas, who later
served on the Gardendale Board, was also an administrator. Doc. 1131-38 at

18; Doc. 1092-20 at 9. The page was public and anyone could access and

* For the Court’s convenience, attached to this Brief are both an unredacted copy of
relevant Facebook posts and a chart of those posts that repeats their text in more legible
font. SeeExhibits A and B. Citations to those exhibits are clickable links.
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read its contents. Doc. 1141 at 80. Although reliable evidence is apparently
not in the record, hearsay indicated that by October 2012 the page had 760
members. ld. at 81. All manner of comments appeared on the page, some
recounting the benefits of a new system (more funding, test scores,
municipal growth, etc.) and some naysaying the whole affair. Seeid. at 81-
84; Doc. 1092-20 at 11-32; Ex. A; Ex. B.

There is no evidence in the trial record that the Gardendale Board
controlled the page at the time (the Board did not exist until 2014), or that
any sitting Board member contributed a post cited by the district court.

These same gentlemen, along with Chris Segroves (who later became
a Board member), formed a nonprofit group called FOCUS Gardendale in
2013. Doc. 1092-8 at 51; Doc. 1131-41 at 14; Doc. 1141 at 86-87. FOCUS
existed to raise funds and lobby for higher property taxes to support a new
school system, and it solicited residents to vote in favor of such a tax by
circulating flyers, among other efforts. Doc. 1131-41 at 15.

One flyer included a photo of a young schoolgirl next to two lists of

communities in Jefferson County:

[see next page|

* FOCUS stood for Future of Our Community Utilizing Schools. Doc. 1141 at 86.
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Which path will Gardendale choose?

Places that chose NOT to form and
support their own school system:

v" Adamsville/Forestdale
v" Hueytown

v" Pleasant Grove

v" Center Point/Huffman

Communities that chose to
form and support their own
school system, and are listed
as some of the best places to
live in the country:
v" Homewood
Hoover

v
v" Vestavia
v

w

Trussville

On which list will you place Gardendale?

Doc. 1141-1 at 60. The first listed towns are those that did not form their
own school system; three of those towns were majority white as of the 2010
census (Adamsville, Hueytown, and Pleasant Grove). Doc. 1141 at 94 n.43.”
The others are majority black. Id. The four towns in the second list, which
did form municipal school systems, are majority white. |d. at 95 n.44.

No evidence was admitted at trial showing that the flyer’s authors
were aware of the racial demographics of these cities or that they intended a
racist message. And there was no evidence at trial that the flyer was sent to
North Smithfield residents (who could not vote on the tax) or otherwise
directed to them.

The pro-formation efforts succeeded. In 2013 Gardendale leadership

and residents voted to raise an additional 10 mills of ad valorem tax. Doc.

> The Opinion also includes the racial breakdown of certain schools in these
communities, some of which are majority white and some majority black. Id.
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1141 at 94, 96. The Gardendale City Council then formed the Gardendale
Board in 2014 and appointed its first members in April. 1d. at 97. By state
law only Gardendale residents can serve on the Board. 1d. at 98.

The trial court heard from two Board members (one of whom is an
educator) at trial and from a third by deposition. Id. at 98,100. All of them
testified to their desire to form a new school system to improve the quality
of education offered to students,’ to decrease the size of the system while
increasing its accountability to parents, and to foster more growth in the
community. Doc. 1131-35 at 19-21; Doc. 1155 at 94, 172-77, 201-08.

Pursuing these goals, Gardendale began trying to negotiate a
separation agreement with the County, the Plaintiffs, and the DOJ, like
other municipal separations that had peaceably been accomplished. Doc.
1155 at 110; 1156 at 171-72, 202. But the other parties refused to negotiate

and provided no feedback to Gardendale’s proposed terms of separation. Id.

C. Thesgparation’ spotential impact on the County

Given that refusal, Gardendale intervened in this still-pending
desegregation case and litigation ensued. In December 2015 Gardendale
submitted to the district court its proposal for separation, seeking the
court’s approval of the plan and again expressing a desire to reach
consensus with the other parties. Doc. 1040; Doc. 1040-1. Under the plan,

the attendance zone of the new system would include Gardendale residents

® For example, the average ACT score of Gardendale High School students was 19. Doc.
1155 at 176.

10
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and the (mostly black) students from North Smithfield/Greenleaf Heights
“forever,” so long as the County paid the ad valorem school taxes collected
from that community to Gardendale (as done with other separating
districts). Doc. 1040-1 at 4; Doc. 1156 at 174-75, 185 (testimony of
Gardendale superintendent). Gardendale’s superintendent and a Board
member both testified that non-resident students would be treated equally
with resident students. Doc. 1141 at 120 n.70.

The plan also provided a 13-year transition period for roughly 800
non-resident students who currently attend Gardendale schools so that they
could stay in those schools until graduating, to ensure continuity and
minimize the need to reassign students. Doc. 1040-1 at 4-5; Doc. 1129-7 at
1. And there was another feature meant to reduce the impact of change:
Gardendale would have an interdistrict-transfer policy to allow nonresident
students to keep attending Gardendale schools, especially the career-tech or
vocational center at Gardendale High School. Doc. 1040-1 at 7-8; Doc. 1156
at 192-93; Doc. 1141 at 127.

There is no evidence in the trial record nor a finding by the lower
court that any provision of the plan was intended to discriminate against any
student on the basis of race.

There was, however, abundant evidence of the impact Gardendale’s
separation would have on the County system—and it was undisputed that
the effect on the County’s racial demographics would be minor. Both sides’

experts agreed that the separation proposed, which included North

11
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Smithfield students, would increase the County’s black student percentage
(due to the loss of white students) from 47.2% to 48.7%. Doc. 1126 at 61, 91-
92; Doc. 1156 at 124-25; Doc. 1157 at 64.

In fact, one of the DOJ experts said it this way:

[I]f you look at the total percentages of racial composition
of schools, it doesn’t really move the needle much.
There’s not a whole lot of change in the overall
percentage of black and white in the schools. Doc. 1157 at
64.

Dr. Yun, another Government expert, applying his “dissimilarity
index,” opined that Gardendale’s departure would mean a total change of
one point to the index, which he characterized as “a relatively small
change.” Doc. 1126 at 177.

The upshot was this: under the plan Gardendale proposed, the
County’s black student percentage would change by only 1.5%.

What is more, expert testimony at trial suggested that the current
racial “imbalances” in some of the County’s schools were caused not by de
juresegregation from four decades ago but instead by neighborhood
demographics and housing patterns changing over time. SeeDoc. 1126 at

174-75; Doc. 1157 at 92.

7If North Smithfield students stay in the County system (contrary to Gardendale’s
plan), the County’s black student percentage increases by 1.8%, from 47.2% to 49%. Doc.
1156 at 124-25.

12
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D. Thelower court’ srationaleand condusions

The district court issued two opinions comprising 239 pages. Doc.
1141; Doc. 1152. The court held that Gardendale had violated the Equal
Protection Clause because “words and actions associated with” the
separation effort “sent a message of inferiority to black public school
students, particularly those in North Smithfield and Center Point.” Doc.
1152 at 2,15.° The court reasoned that Gardendale should have
affirmatively denounced these messages and is liable for failing to do so.
Id.; Doc. 1141 at 175-80.

The court also found that race was “a motivating factor” in the
decision to seek approval to separate. Doc. 1141 at 138. That finding was
premised on the same words and actions as above, on the Board’s silence as
to these prior statements made by private individuals on Facebook, and on
the Board’s not having formally resolved to adopt the plan it filed with the
court. |d. at 138-51.

The court then concluded that the separation would impede the
County’s desegregation efforts. Id. at 138,162; Doc. 1152 at 23-24. The
court’s rationale was that some County students would be reassigned to
schools less “diverse” than Gardendale’s schools and that preventing this

was a proper goal of desegregation law. Doc. 1152 at 23.

® This conclusion does not appear in the Opinion, but the Supplemental Opinion says it
does, so Gardendale treats the Supplemental Opinion as modifying the Opinion by
adding this conclusion.

13
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And the court held that it would be unfair to allow Gardendale to
operate the high school without paying the County an unspecified but
multi-million-dollar price for it. Doc. 1141 at 171-73,186. The court found
that allowing the high school to leave the County system would deprive it of
a school attractive to a diverse body of students. Id. at 167-69, 190.

With these decisions made, the court denied Gardendale’s motion in
part, restraining it from operating the high school or middle school but
allowing it to assume operation of the two elementary schools for three
years. |d.at 185-88. After three years the court would consider a new
motion for leave to operate all four schools, though only if Gardendale
either built its own high school or made “an appropriate payment” to the
County system for Gardendale High School. Id. The court rejected the 13-
year transition period and the proposed inclusion of North Smithfield
students. Id.

Finally, the court ordered the Gardendale City Council—a non-
party—to appoint a black person to the Board within 60 days. Id. at 188.
The court offered no rationale for this mandate.

These remedies were stayed pending appeal. Doc. 1174.

3.  Statement of the Standards of Review

This Court reviews denovothe lower court’s interpretation and
application of the law. Hdtonv. City of ThomasvilleSch. Digt., 425 F.3d
1325, 1336 (11th Cir. 2005).

14
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The Court reviews findings of fact for clear error under Fed. R. Civ.
P. 52(a). Manningv. Sch. Bd. o Hillsborough Caunty, 244 F.3d 927, 940 (11th
Cir. 2001). A finding is clearly erroneous when, though there is evidence to
support it, this Court, on the entire evidence, “is left with the definite and
firm conviction that a mistake has been committed.” Anderson v. Besssmer
City, 470 U.S. 564, 573 (1985) (quoting United Statesv. U.S. Gypsum Co,
333 U.S. 364 (1948)). When a district court applies an incorrect legal
standard that “taints” or “infects” its fact findings, they lose the insulation
of Rule 52(a). Manningat 940-41.

The district court’s evidentiary rulings are reviewed for abuse of
discretion. United Statesv. MdGarity, 669 F.3d 1218, 1232 (11th Cir. 2012)
(citation omitted). An abuse of discretion occurs when the lower court’s
decision rests upon “a clearly erroneous finding of fact, an errant
conclusion of law, or an improper application of law to fact.” United States

v. Gamary, 635 F.3d 480, 492 (11th Cir. 2011) (citations omitted).

Summary of the Argument
There are only two possible grounds on which a district court may
stop a city from creating a school system separate from a county system still
under a desegregation decree. First, a new system may be enjoined if it has
independently violated the constitutional rights of students. Second, absent
a violation a new school district—under specific circumstances—may be

enjoined if its departure would impede the dismantling of the parent

15
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district’s racially dual system. The lower court partially enjoined
Gardendale from operating because it found both bases were present.

In fact neither was. The court erred in holding that Gardendale
violated the Fourteenth Amendment because a school board cannot be
liable for the statements of third parties on a public Facebook page over
which it had no control. That holding was also error because the putative
constitutional right the court thought violated by the statements of others
does not exist: there is and never has been a Fourteenth Amendment right
to be shielded from offensive messages.

The factual finding underlying this legal conclusion—that
Gardendale’s separation efforts were motivated by race—was clear error
because it was based on unauthenticated evidence of these same actions and
statements by persons over whom Gardendale had no authority. They were
instead the statements of private persons, none of whom were on the
Gardendale Board and who collectively comprised a small fraction of the
city’s population. The court also erred by reading racism into comments
expressing opinions about the socioeconomic and political potential of a
smaller, more local school system.

Since there was no constitutional violation, the district court lacked
the power to stop Gardendale from enjoying its state-law right to form a
new school system because its parent district, the Jefferson County system,
was held by this Court to have fully dismantled its former racially dual

system 41 years ago. The lower court believed that governing caselaw

16
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allowed it to enjoin a new system’s formation for as long as a desegregation
case may last, but the Supreme Court granted that power only to ensure the
successful dismantling of a dual system. That dismantling was
accomplished here decades ago.

Yet even if such a power did still lie in the district court, it was
improperly utilized because Gardendale’s departure would have little
impact on the County’s desegregation. Under Gardendale’s proposal, the
County’s black student population would rise by only 1.5%—a smaller
impact than any case in which a new district was enjoined. And although
some students would have to change schools after the separation, roughly
85% of those students would be white, and the reassigned black students
would bear no greater burden than their peers.

Further, the district court’s imposing a multi-million-dollar price tag
on the transfer of Gardendale High School was an abuse of discretion
because there was no evidence that transfer of the high school would have
any racially disproportionate impact on the County. In other words the
effects of the new system operating the high school without paying a
substantial fee for it would not fall unequally on black students. For that
reason, imposing a price on the high school was not a remedy tailored to any
desegregation issue and so exceeded the court’s authority.

Finally, Plaintiffs’ arguments fail even if the finding of adverse impact
on the County were correct, because enjoining the new system would not be

a remedy tailored to the minimal effects separation would have.

17
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Argument

No State shall . . . deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. U.S. CONST.
amend. XIV, §1.

1. Gardendale did not violate the Fourteenth Amendment and was
not motivated by racial animus.

A. Gardendalecannot beliablefor a congitutional violation absent a
findingof stateaction and disparatetreatment.

An equal-protection claim requires proof that a plaintiff was treated
less favorably than similarly situated persons outside his protected class,
and that the state itself intentionally discriminated against him. SeeSwedt v.
Sedyof Dep t of Carr., 467 F.3d 1311, 1318-19 (11th Cir. 2006); Watsn v.
Louis 560 F. App’x 911, 913 (11th Cir. 2014) (unpublished opinion). The
lower court’s judgment was error because neither element exists here.

First, without state action there can be no liability under the
Fourteenth Amendment. “Racial discrimination, though invidious in all
contexts, violates the Constitution only when it may be attributed to state
action.” Edmonson v. LessvilleConaéeCo, 500 U.S. 614, 619 (1991) (citing
MaoseLadgev. Irvis, 407 U.S. 163 (1972)). The Equal Protection guarantee
applies “only to action by the government,” a fundamental limitation that
“avoids imposing on the State, its agencies or officials, responsibility for
conduct for which they cannot fairly be blamed.” |d.; ssealsoLugar v.
Edmondson Oil Co,, 457 U.S. 922, 936-37 (1982); Washingon v. Davis, 426

U.S. 229, 239 (1976). “A major consequence” of this doctrine is “to require

18
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courts to respect the limits of their own power as directed against state
governments.” Lugdar at 936-37.

Because a violation can arise only from conduct by the government
itself, the state-action rule does not allow for normal vicarious liability.
Yatesv. Cabb Caunty Sch. Did., 2017 U.S. App. LEXIS 7919, *13 (11th Cir.
May 4, 2017) (citing Mondl v. Deg t of Scc. Servs, 436 U.S. 658 (1978)).
School boards may be liable in a § 1983 case “only where a policy or custom
of the municipal entity is the moving force behind the constitutional
deprivation.” Id. A school board cannot be liable simply because of the
actions of an employee; there is no such thing as respondeat superior liability
in this kind of case. 1d.

The lower court erred by ignoring these fundamental limits on the
reach of the Equal Protection Clause. The court held that the Gardendale
Board had violated the Constitution, but the court premised that holding on
the acts of private citizens and wrongly attributed them to Gardendale. The
court’s rationale was that “the Gardendale district” had abridged the rights
of black students because “words and actions assodated with Gardendale’s
separation effort sent a message of inferiority” to them. Doc. 1152 at 15
(emphasis added). The “words and deeds” that the court thought
“associated with” the Gardendale Board were (1) comments on a public
Facebook page by private individuals and (2) the FOCUS Gardendale flyer

with the schoolgirl and the list of cities. Doc. 1141 at 175-77.
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Social-media comments and a political flyer do not satisfy the state-
action rule—especially when they were not the work of the Gardendale
Board. The Facebook page was never controlled by the Board, and none of
the comments the court cited as showing racism were posted by a sitting
member of the Board. Likewise the FOCUS flyer was not created,
promulgated, or ratified by the Gardendale Board or any sitting member
thereof. The statements and conduct of those the court called “organizers”
reflected the thoughts and wishes of private citizens unsupported by state
power. For their conduct Gardendale cannot be liable.

The lower court also premised the violation on the Board’s not
“disavow[ing]” the Facebook comments, but mere silence meets neither
the state-action element nor the disparate-treatment element of an equal-
protection claim. Doc. 1141 at 138-51, 175-80. As to the latter, the Board’s
behavior toward North Smithfield students in this respect was the same as
toward any others. By not attacking prior statements on Facebook that
referred to North Smithfield or Center Point students, the Board was
treating those students no differently than other similarly situated students.
The Board did not officially respond to Facebook comments about any
student, so in this respect the Board’s reserve treated every race equally.

As to the state-action element, the Board’s silence was not state

action because there was no duty on the Board to speak. A governmental

Yo

entity’s “acquiescence” in another’s acts is “insufficient to create

government action” in a § 1983 case. Smithv.N. La. Med. RevievAss n, 735
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F.2d 168, 173 (5th Cir. 1984) (citing multiple cases); Bemd v. City StoresCo,
675 F.2d 731, 732 (5th Cir. 1982) (noting that a state’s “mere acquiescence
does not convert private action into state action”) (quoting FlaggBros, Inc.
v. Brooks 436 U.S. 149 (1978)). The Board owed no one a constitutional
duty to affirmatively seek out and decry comments made on the Internet
before the Board ever existed. The lower court said the Board’s “silence is
deafening” but was silent itself as to why the Board was obligated to
disavow private citizens’ free speech. Doc. 1141 at 177. Even if the Board
had known of the comments, the Fourteenth Amendment did not demand
that it denounce them.

Any other outcome would eviscerate the state-action rule. It would
be strange jurisprudence indeed to hold that a school board is not liable for
acts or statements made by private parties but is liable for failing to read to
private speech. SeeBamd at 732 (reasoning that finding state action due to
a state’s “inaction” would “utterly emasculate” the divide between private
and state conduct). The vicarious-liability rule reinforces this point: if
liability for affirmative conduct by the Board’s own employees is not
allowed under Mond| and Yates the Board can hardly be liable for not
disagreeing with comments made by ordinary citizens on a public website.

Beyond these insurmountable legal flaws, the court’s holding defies
simple logic. Gardendale never wielded the power of the state over a single

student’s education. Gardendale has never yet educated a single student or

operated a school or otherwise had the authority to affect anybody’s right to
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equal access to schools. It is therefore logically impossible for Gardendale
to have violated a student’s right to nondiscriminatory education.
Gardendale did nothing more than intervene in an aged desegregation
lawsuit and seek the court’s permission to separate. It cannot be the case
that in the very act of seeking approval, the Board violated the Constitution.
Without that approval the Board was powerless to affect any student’s

rights, so for this additional reason, the court’s holding was a mistake.

B. Theputativeright thedistrict court hed wasabridged doesnot exist.

There is no Equal Protection right to be shielded from offensive
messages. “A constitutional violation does not occur every time someone
feels that they have been wronged or treated unfairly. There is no
constitutional right to be free from emotional distress.” Shinnv. Cdlege
Station Indep. Sch. Did., 96 F.3d 783, 786 (5th Cir. 1996); d. Martin v.
LaBdle 7 F. App’x 492, 495 (6th Cir. 2001) (holding that actions causing
discomfort or upset feelings do not furnish a § 1983 claim).

This limitation applies specifically to racially charged speech. Use of
a “racial epithet” without other conduct depriving a victim of rights “does
not amount to an equal protection violation.” Williamsv. Bramer, 180 F.3d
699, 706 (5th Cir. 1999). Where the conduct at issue “consists solely of
speech, there is no equal protection violation.” Id. The Fifth Circuit held
likewise in a school context, refusing to hold a school official liable for using

“racial epithets” or for “unwillingness to respond to complaints of racial
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mistreatment” without actual harassing conduct in which school officials
“participated.” Prieter v. LoandesCaounty, 354 F.3d 414, 423-24 (5th Cir.
2004).

This Court agrees that “offensive or derogatory statements, even if
racially tinged or racially motivated, do not violate equal protection
guarantees” unless they become pervasive harassment or are accompanied
by other conduct. Watsonv. Lauis 560 F. App’x 911, 913 (11th Cir. 2014)
(unpublished opinion) (citing cases from the Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth
Circuits); Brimsv. Barlow, 441 F. App’x 674, 678 (11th Cir. 2011)
(unpublished opinion) (“isolated use” of a racial epithet “does not rise to
the level of a constitutional violation” without more) (citing cases).

The lower court reasoned that black students’ rights were violated
because a “message of inferiority” was supposedly conveyed to them—but
there is no constitutional right so delicate that it can be breached by an
offensive message. Words alone, even if spoken by the Board, do not violate
the Constitution. The district judge thought Broawn v. Board of Education
stands for the rule that comments which make black (or other) students feel
inferior violate the Equal Protection Clause. Doc. 1141 at 3, 8,180. That is
not so. Broan held that the legal separation of students by race violated the
Equal Protection Clause; its dicta about the emotional impact of that injury

did not create a new right to be kept safe from affront. SeeBrown v. Bd. of
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Educ, 347 U.S. 483, 493-95 (1954).” There is no such right. So even if
some statement fairly attributable to Gardendale had caused feelings of
inferiority in students, no right was violated. The Constitution is not a

therapeutic document.

C. Thefactual findingof racal motivation wasdear error.

(i) Asumingtheevidencerdied on by thedidrid court wasadmissble
it wasna enough tofind theBoard was mativated by race

A close corollary to the state-action argument is that it is
fundamentally unfair to blame Gardendale for someone else’s supposed
racism. A finding of discriminatory intent requires some dffidal action by
the party so charged. Seg eg, Villaged Arlingon Heghtsv. Metro. Housing
Dev.Cap., 429 U.S. 252, 264-66 (1977) (speaking of “official action” that
must be used to prove discriminatory intent); United Statesv. Tex. Educ.
Agnay, 600 F.2d 518, 528 (5th Cir. 1979) (concerning proof of intent by
reference to the acts of officials). As this Court has stated, for a plaintiff to
prove present intent to discriminate, the burden rests on him to show that
“the Didrid acted” with discriminatory purpose. Hdtonv. City of
ThomasvilleSch. Did., 425 F.3d 1325, 1349 (11th Cir. 2005) (emphasis
added). A plaintiff must show that the “decisionmaker” selected a course
of action “at least in part because of, not merely in spite of, its adverse

effects.” 1d. (internal punctuation omitted) (citation omitted).

? And at any rate, the “feeling of inferiority” Broan referred to arose from the separation
of the races by force of law, not comments made by private citizens. Seeid. at 494.
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None of this was proven at trial. Although the court said it
“reasonably inferred” that the “small group” of people who posted on
Facebook “were not alone,” Doc. 1152 at 42, the court offered no reason for
inferring racist motives in the hearts of the Gardendale Board members,
other than the lack of a denunciation of the prior statements of others. The
court identified no policy or measure adopted by the Board as being
animated by racism, nor any statement made by the Board as betraying
secret bigotry. Instead the court relied on the same evidence cited above,
i.e. the Facebook posts—some of which were made by non-residents—and
the FOCUS flyer, to find that a “desire to control the racial demographics”
of the new system “motivated the grassroots effort to separate.” Doc. 1141
at 138-39.

Even if that were true—and as shown below it is false—it is not
important. What motivated the grassroots organizers does not bespeak the
motivations of the Gardendale Board or the city as a whole in seeking to
separate. The lower court identified no legal basis on which to impute to
Gardendale the conduct of private persons from before there was a Board."
This Court can reverse a factual finding if it is “clearly erroneous, is based

on clearly erroneous subsidiary findings of fact, or is based on an erroneous

' The court itself noted this problem by admitting that not every citizen favoring a new
system was animated by racism. Doc. 1141 at 139 n.79. Yet the court never explained
why the actions of some besmirch the motives of all. Dr. Hogue, now the Board
president, swore to his desire to see every child succeed and enjoy equal treatment.
Doc. 1155 at 168.
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view of the law.” Hdton at 1350 (citations omitted). The lower court’s
finding was based on the erroneous view that the law permits a court to hold
a school board accountable for Facebook comments and political efforts to
which it is a stranger, simply because it did not react to them. The Board
had no control over the conduct the court found objectionable, so the Board
cannot be blamed for it.

Another reason the court’s finding was clear error is that the
comments were not racist. Because the evidence was nearly all
documentary and thus involved no credibility determination at trial, the
lower court had no better grasp of the comments’ meaning than what can be
divined from the written page. Many of the Facebook comments express
desires to improve test scores, shrink class sizes, and reduce the number of
students whose parents do not pay Gardendale property taxes. Doc. 1092-
20; Exhibit A. In fact the lower court acknowledged that such non-racial
considerations animated many comments. Doc. 1141 at 141 & n.80. And
other comments flatly denied any racist motive. Doc. 1092-20 at 21, 29
(Tim Bagwell post); Exhibit A at 29; Exhibit B at 7. Robust as the
conversations were, these comments did not express racism and did not
license the district court to infer it.

The FOCUS flyer was not a racist message either. It unfavorably
compared five cities without their own school system, three of which are
majority white, to cities that had their own system. Doc. 1141 at 94 n.43. It

was clear error for the court to infer racist animus from that document
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because none is apparent on its face. The flyer does not slight any city
because it is majority black. The district court simply consulted a census
for the cities listed and inferred a racial message. |d. at 177. But there was
no proof that the flyer’s authors intended any such thing. The court’s
inference lacked a foundation in competent evidence, and the court never
explained why statistics in a census allowed it to infer racial intent in the
hearts of the flyer’s authors. Id.

Yet even so, supposing every comment on the Facebook page had
revealed bigotry, and had the FOCUS flyer been blatantly racist, this would
still not be enough to blame Gardendale itself. If, contrary to the evidence,
all 760 members of the Facebook page lived in Gardendale and were all
racists, they would represent only 5% of Gardendale’s population. Doc.
1141 at 74, 81. It was error to find that any racial motives by so few applied
to the actions of the community at large or the Board in particular. Seeid. at
139 n.79, 141 n.80. And it was likewise error to make this finding despite
the actual plan that Gardendale submitted to the court, a plan that
specifically induded a mostly black community outside the city limits.

Finally, the lower court’s decision cannot rest on what the court
blames the Gardendale Board for directly, namely its not having passed a
formal resolution to educate North Smithfield students forever, something
the court characterized as lack of “meaningful, binding commitment” to
those students. Doc. 1141 at 149-51. There are several reasons this was

clear error. First, the plan Gardendale actually submitted for approval does
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include North Smithfield, without a time limit, so long as tax dollars follow
those students—which is exactly what the lower court ordered in 1971 and
has been the case all along. If the court adopts that plan, its order will
become just as binding on Gardendale as any resolution passed at a Board
meeting (in fact more so). The Board’s superintendent confirmed this as
Gardendale’s intent under oath at trial, as did a Gardendale Board member.
Doc. 1156 at 174-75, 185; Doc. 1155 at 111-12. The question arises: how
much more binding can such commitment by Gardendale be? If this finding
is upheld, it will stand, apparently, as the first time any court has forbade
the formation of a new school system that would retain its non-resident
black students, merely because the school board had not passed a formal
resolution adopting the plan it had submitted for court approval.

What is more, in not passing a formal resolution regarding North
Smithfield, the Board treated those students no differently than any other
students who would attend Gardendale schools. The Board chose to
submit a plan for court approval before formally adopting it, out of
deference to the court’s authority. In so doing it treated all students alike,
so it cannot be rightly found to have acted with discriminatory intent.

In sum, the underlying findings of fact the lower court relied on for
its detection of racist motives are clear errors because they are contrary to
the evidence in the record and are based on an incorrect view of the law.

Gardendale urges this Court to reverse them.
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(i)  Muchd theevidencetheaourt rdied on wasinadmissble

If the Court is persuaded that the record does not support the racial-
motivation finding, it may pass over the evidentiary errors. But if doubt is
entertained on that point, an additional ground for reversing the finding is
that the court abused its discretion in admitting the Facebook statements
since they were largely not authenticated and were irrelevant.

Gardendale objected to the Facebook exhibit on relevance,
authentication, and hearsay grounds."” Doc. 1155 at 195-97. The evidence
was not authenticated because, as to most of them, Plaintiffs never made a
showing under Rule 901 that the dozens or hundreds of Facebook posts
Plaintiffs offered had in fact been made by the persons whose names
appeared with each post—that a post under the name of Misti Boackle, for
example (Which the district court quoted), was written by that person. Doc.
1092-20 at 18; Doc. 1141 at 82. Gardendale concedes that posts by Chris
Lucas, a Board member who testified at trial, were properly authenticated.
Doc. 1155 at 193-94. But the remaining posts that the court relied on
throughout the Opinion appear to have been made by persons who did not
testify at trial and as to whom Plaintiffs did not offer admissible
foundational evidence.

Not requiring that showing was error. Multiple circuit courts have

required that Rule 901 be satisfied before easily manipulated Internet or

" The court acknowledged the evidence was problematic but expressly relied on it. Doc.
1141 at 83 n.38.
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social-media evidence is admitted. “The relevance of . . . Facebook records
hinges on the fact of authorship,” as one court put it, and satisfying the
authentication rule means more than simply showing that a printed exhibit
was in fact downloaded from the Facebook page that appears on it (which is
not contested here). SeeUnited Statesv. Broang 834 F.3d 403, 409-10 (3d
Cir. 2016) (citing cases). Authentication also requires that evidence be
introduced sufficient to support a finding that the putative Facebook
authors in fact were the real ones. SeeUnited Statesv. Vayner, 769 F.3d 125,
131 (2d Cir. 2014) (holding the court had erred in admitting an
unauthenticated web page).

This error was highly prejudicial because the lower court relied on
and quoted extensively from various Facebook posts without evidence to
show that those posts were written by Gardendale residents—and some of
them indicate they were not. SeeDoc. 1092-20 at 16; Ex. A at 16 (posts by
Kelli Wyatt and Amy Sokira indicating they live outside the city).
Gardendale has thus been found racist on the strength of Internet posts
without a proper showing that they were written by real people who lived
there.

And lack of authentication was not the only flaw. The lower court
also abused its discretion in admitting, over a timely objection, evidence
that had no probative value or relevance to the issue of Gardendale’s intent.

SeeFed. R. Evid. 401, 403; Doc. 1155 at 195-97.
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The court disagreed and quoted these posts several times in the

Opinion:"

The lower court relied on these posts for its finding that “messages
of inferiority and exclusion” were conveyed to North Smithfield and Center
Point children. Doc. 1141 at 175-77. In the court’s view, these comments
“communicate[d] to black middle and high school students from North
Smithfield the clear message that Gardendale has required them to be part

of the city’s school system only to serve the city’s purposes.” Id. at 176.

A post by Tim Bagwell (never a Board member) listed
a separation benefit as “better control over the
geographic composition of the student body.” Doc.
1141 at 81, 139, 140, 143; Doc. 1092-20 at 16; Doc.
1131-44 at 6.

A post by Misti Boackle (never a Board member)
referred to “OUR schools” and complained that kids
were bussed there from Center Point. Doc. 1141 at 82,
147, 175; Doc. 1092-20 at 18.

A post by David Salters (never a Board member)
noted that buses brought Center Point students to
Gardendale schools and “there’s your redistribution
of wealth.” Doc. 1141 at 82; Doc. 1092-20 at 20.

The court quoted at length another post by Tim
Bagwell where he referred to the decision to include
North Smithfield as a “technical, tactical decision,”
but qualified this as a “supposition” on his part. Doc.
1141 at 130, 149, 176; Doc. 1132-2 at 8.

12 All of these are in Exhibits A and B hereto.
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Admitting these posts (and the FOCUS flyer) was abuse of discretion
because of the irrelevance they all have in common: they have nothing to do
with the Gardendale Board. None of them were written by a sitting Board
member, none of them were promulgated by a Board member, and none of
them were ratified by the Board. There was no evidence that the Board
ever had control of any kind over these messages. Statements made by
someone else “have little relevance” to a claim against the Board, as “any
evidence procured off the Internet is adequate for almost nothing.” See
United Statesv. Jackson, 208 F.3d 633, 637 (7th Cir. 2000) (citations
omitted); Oliver v. Funai Carp., 2015 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 169998, *11-12
(D.N.]J. Dec. 21, 2015) (refusing to impute knowledge to defendants based
on anonymous Internet complaints on third-party websites).

To survive even deferential review, the district court’s finding of
racial motivation by the Board should be based on admissible evidence
sufficient to bear the weight of so controversial and inflammatory an
inference as racism. Instead the court found the Board was racist due to the
statements of others elsewhere.

That was error, clearly made.

2.  Absent a constitutional violation, the lower court lacked
authority to enjoin Gardendale.

A. Thepower toenjoin asgparatedistrict islimited totwo situations:

congtitutional violation and impedingthedismantlingof a dual
system.
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Without an independent constitutional violation, the power of a
district court to restrain a new school district from operating arises from the
specific factual context of the Supreme Court’s first decision on splinter
districts in desegregation cases, Wright v. Cound| o City of Emparia, 407
U.S. 451 (1972). Faithful reading of the Wright line of splinter-district cases
reveals that the injunction power exists only where a separation would
impede the dismantling of a dual school system. And that process was
completed here 41 years ago.

In Wright the City of Emporia lay within a county system under a
pending desegregation order. Id. at 453-54. Two weeks after the district
court entered a new decree to increase integration, the city started working
to form a separate school system. |d. at 456. If allowed, the city would have
operated from day one on a unitary basis, but after its departure the county
system would have gone from a 66% black student body to 72% black, while
the new city system would have been 48% white/52% black. Id. at 464. Both
schools in the new system were formerly all white and were superior
facilities while the schools in the remaining county system were formerly all
black. Id. at 465. And remarkably, the city officials concaded that the
separation effort came “in reaction to” the court order that would have
forced integration. |d.

In a 5-4 vote with a powerful dissent, the Supreme Court held the
new district properly enjoined from operating—and it stressed the

particular factual circumstances that gave rise to so extraordinary an
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exercise of federal judicial power. As the Court put it, “only when it
became clear . . . that segregation in the county system was finally to be
abolished, did Emporia attempt to take its children out of the county
system.” Id. at 459. Thus, “[u]nder thesedraumgtances, the power of the
District Court to enjoin Emporia’s withdrawal from that system need not
rest upon an independent constitutional violation.” |d. (emphasis added).
This “essentially factual determination” rested on the totality of the
circumstances there, seeid. at 470, and the Court repeatedly delineated the
bounds of its holding, stating five times that its decision applied when a new
district’s formation would “impede the process of dismantling a dual
system.” |d. at 460, 462, 466, 470.

That key phrase—the dismantling or disestablishing of a dual
system—was not accidental. In the companion case of United Statesv.
Sadtland Nek City Baard of Education, the Court used the phrase three more
times to describe its holdings in both cases. 407 U.S. 484, 489-90 (1972).
“If” the proposal would “impede the dismantling of a dual system” then it
may be enjoined. |d. at 489. In Sadtland NeX, too, the separation proposal
came only a few months after a new integration plan was submitted. Id. at
486-87. The Court held that the plan, which would have taken formerly all-
white schools out of the county and meant that instead of a 78% black
student body the county would have an 89% black student body, would

impede “the disestablishment of the dual school system.” Id. at 489-90.
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These cases, taken together, mean that the power to enjoin the
formation of a new school district arises solely from the danger that
formation would pose to a current system’s ability to dismantle its dejure

dual system and create a unitary one."

B. TheCounty sformer dual systemwascompletdy dismantled by 1976.

There is no such danger here. The dismantling of Jefferson County’s
former dual school system is an accomplished fact and has been for 41 years.
In an earlier appeal, this Court held (and said four times) that Jefferson
County’s “former dual school system has been effectively dismantled and a
unitary system substituted here.” Stout v. Jefferson Caunty Bd. of Educ, 537
F.2d 800, 802, 803 (5th Cir. 1976). Despite two remaining all-black schools,
this Court decided, agreeing with the district court, that “in Jefferson
County the uprooting of which the Court spoke has been done and a unitary
system is operating.” |d. at 802 (referring to Sadtland Nek, 407 U.S. at
491). Nor was this dicta as Plaintiffs claimed below, since the Court called
this “our guiding light,” that the County system “has been effectively
desegregated and is unitary.” |d. at 803; seealsoStout v. Jefferson Caunty Bd.

of Educ., 845 F.2d 1559, 1561 n.4 (11th Cir. 1988) (confirming this holding)."

" This Court uses the same phrase. SesFort Bend Indep. Sch. Digt. v. City of Stafford, 594
F.2d 73, 74 (5th Cir. 1979) (referring to barring a new system “which will impede the
dismantling of a segregated system”); Rossv. Houson Indep. Sch. Did., 583 F.2d 712, 714
(5th Cir. 1978) (referring to not impeding “the dismantling of the dual school system”).

' Of course the Court did not use the word “unitary” in the modern sense of a vestiges

case like the Supreme Court’s more recent jurisprudence. Seg eg, Bd. of Educ. v.
Dowdl, 498 U.S. 237, 245-46 (1991).
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It is therefore the law of this case that the County’s former dual
system is effectively dismantled—in the sense that Wright and Saotland Neck
intended. If there were any doubt of this Court’s holding fitting into the
analytical category established in those cases, it is laid to rest by the Court’s
specific reference to Sadtland Nek. The “uprooting” and “dismantling” of

the former dual system is a legal certainty in Jefferson County.

C. BerausetheCounty sdual system hasbeen dismantled and thefacts
hereareso different, the Wright line of casesdoesnot apply.

Unlike in Wright and Sadtland Nedk, Gardendale has not attempted to
separate from a parent district still in the throes of disestablishing its former
dual system. This is incontrovertible. As opposed to the facts in those
cases (and other cases Plaintiffs relied on like Rossv. Houston Indep. Sch.
Dig., 559 F.2d 937 (5th Cir. 1977) and 583 F.2d 712 (5th Cir. 1978)), the
County system here has been judicially declared dismantled. There is no
more dual system; it’s been gone for four decades. That was not true in the
splinter-district cases like Wright and Ross And that is why the incredible
power Wright vested in district courts—the power to deny existence to a
state entity —cannot be wielded here. The district court misread Wright as
affording it the authority to enjoin new districts throughout the entire life of
a desegregation case, even one as old as this one, so long as any vestige of
segregation remains. Doc. 1141 at 33-37. That is not what Wright or
Sadland Nek held. There is no such authority once a school system has

outgrown the embryonic stages of desegregation.
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Another reason Wright does not apply is that the concerns animating
that decision are not present. Gardendale’s effort to separate did not come
on the heels of an order that would have finally integrated the County’s
schools like in Wright.”” Gardendale schools have been subject to the 1971
Order since . . . well, 1971. It is not possible that the Board’s motion to
separate, 44 years after that Order, came in response to it. Thus the
“message” that Emporia’s separation would have conveyed to black
students left behind, 407 U.S. at 466, has no analogue here. Gardendale
didn’t try to leave the County to avoid forced integration—and crucially,
the black students Wright spoke of were those exduded from the new
district. Seeid. Gardendale’s plan included North Smithfield, a distinction
the lower court failed to appreciate.

A proper understanding of Wright and its descendants does not mean
courts lose the ability to supervise a new system that leaves one still under a
desegregation order. Indeed, this Court has recognized that in allowing
separations, district judges may require separating systems to “accept a
proper role” in the county’s ongoing desegregation. Stout v. Jefferson
County Bd. of Educ, 466 F.2d 1213, 1214 (5th Cir. 1972). A new district
must assist in its parent district’s desegregation, and the lower court
acknowledged this in anticipating an order that would have governed

Gardendale’s participation in the County’s efforts. Doc. 1141 at 185. Itis

"> And Ross, 559 F.2d at 939 (noting the proposed new district came “soon after” a new
desegregation plan).
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only the momentous power of denying a school board the right to operate
that expires when a parent district successfully dismantles its dual system.
This reading of Wright is reinforced by the imperatives of federalism
and local control. Enjoining a validly created state agency from operating
imposes the supreme burden on our system of shared sovereignty.'®
According to one Justice, desegregation decrees have “trampled upon
principles of federalism and the separation of powers” when they should
have been temporary, and such “extravagant uses of judicial power” are at
odds with the history “of the equity power and the Framers’ design.”
Missouri v. Jenking 515 U.S. 70, 114, 125-26 (1995) (Thomas, J.,
concurring). And a circumscribed timeframe for issuing injunctions against
new districts better respects the Supreme Court’s recent emphasis on
“local autonomy of school districts” as a “vital national tradition” that
must be restored at the earliest practicable date. 1d. at 99; Freeman v. Fitts
503 U.S. 467, 490 (1992)."” The Court has warned that judicial supervision
of a once-segregated district should “not extend beyond the time required
to remedy” past discrimination. Bd. df Educ. v. Dondl, 498 U.S. 237, 248
(1991). Still less should the authority to deny existence to a new, never-

segregated district extend beyond the strictest necessity of its use.

' The dissent in Wright agreed. 407 U.S. at 478.
" Seealsn1 William J. Rich, Madern Congtitutional Law § 12:9 (3d ed. Westlaw 2015)

(noting that with Bd. o Educ. v.Dowdl, 498 U.S. 237 (1991), the Court began to “push[]
lower courts to end their oversight of local school boards”).
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The district court read Wright to allow injunctions against new
districts for as long as a desegregation case endures (five decades and
counting here). The court erred. That interpretation of the splinter-district
caselaw is not supported by Wright itself| is contrary to the warnings of
more recent cases on the need to end federal supervision, and is undercut
by the lower court’s own recognition that this case is nearing its conclusion.
Doc. 1152 at 11-12, 23. This Court should reverse the lower court’s ultra

viresactions as the wrongful exercise of a power that has long since expired.

3.  Assuming the Wright line of cases still applies, separation would
have little impact on the County’s desegregation.

If the splinter-district cases are nevertheless applied, the injunction
was still error because the evidence at trial established that Gardendale’s
separation would have little effect on the County’s desegregation. The test
is whether separation would have “a substantial adverse effect on
desegregation of the county school district.” Leev. Maon County Bd. of
Educ, 448 F.2d 746, 752 (5th Cir. 1971). The test is not whether a

separation would have any impact.

A. Theoourt found that Gardendal€ sformation would haveonly two
relevant impactson theCounty system, and neither justified the
injunction.

It must be emphasized that despite language in its original 190-page
Opinion, the district court clarified in its Supplemental Opinion that it had

found only “two ways” in which Gardendale’s plan “would harm Jefferson
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County’s desegregation efforts.” Doc. 1152 at 23. And it must be
emphasized that even as to those two impacts, the district court believed
the appellate courts “would find that the age of this case diminishesthe
likdihood that Gardendal€ s sgparation would impedethecounty seffart” to
desegregate. |d. at 38 (emphasis added). The lower court was right:
Freaman warned 25 years ago that with the passage of time, “it becomes less
likely that a current racial imbalance in a school district is a vestige of the
prior dejuresystem.” 503 U.S. at 496.

The first of the two adverse impacts the court found was that
students displaced by Gardendale’s plan would be assigned (by the County)
to schools “with student populations that are much less racially diverse”
than their current schools. Doc. 1152 at 23. This was an erroneous basis on
which to enjoin Gardendale’s separation because there is no constitutional
right to attend a school that is more “diverse” than another. Itisnota
constitutional harm to move from one school open to all races to another
school open to all races but which has a less evenly mixed population. The
Supreme Court and this Court have stated time and again that racial
balance is not the goal of desegregation and is not a basis for the exercise of

judicial power:

e “The aim of the Fourteenth Amendment . . . is not to
achieve racial integration in public schools.” Calhaun
v. Cak, 522 F.2d 717, 719 (5th Cir. 1975).
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o “[R]acial balance is not required in remedying a dual
system.” Wridht, 407 U.S. at 465.

o The idea of a “constitutional right” to a “particular
degree of racial balancing or mixing” has been
“expressly disapproved.” Pasadena City Bd. of Educ. v.
Spander, 427 U.S. 424, 434 (1976) (citing Swann V.
Charldte-MeklenburgBd. of Educ, 402 U.S. 1 (1971)).

e “Even in the context of mandatory desegregation, we
have stressed that racial proportionality is not
required.” Parents Invdved in Cammunity Sch. v.
Sesttle Sch. Did., 551 U.S. 701, 732 (2007) (plurality
opinion) (citation omitted).

These authorities suffice to show that a movement of students from
one integrated school to another integrated but less “diverse” school is not
a constitutionally cognizable burden. Racial balancing is not authorized by
the Fourteenth Amendment, so the transfer of students to schools with less
evenly balanced populations cannot be regarded as an adverse impact on the

County’s progress.'®

'® The Equal Protection right is “equal racial access to schools,” not “access to racially
equal schools.” SeeFreaman v. Pitts 503 U.S. 467, 503 (1992) (Scalia, J., concurring).
There is a rich history of scholarly criticism of such broad readings of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Seg eg., David J. Armor, Foroad Justioe Schod Dessgregation and theLaw
17-19 (1995); Raoul Berger, Federalism: TheFounders Design 158-63 (1987); Raoul
Berger, Government by Judidary: TheTransformation of theFourteanth Amendment 132-54,
198-200 (2d ed. 1997); George W. Carey, In Defensed theCongtitution 184-86 (Rev. ed.
1995); Lino A. Graglia, Disagter by Dexes TheSupremeCaurt’ sDedsonson Raceand the
Schods14-17, 21 (1976); Raoul Berger, TheFaurteenth Amendment: Fadsvs. Generalities
32 Ark. L. Rev. 280, 287-89 (1978-79); Alexander M. Bickel, TheOrignal Undersanding
and theSegegation Dedsan, 69 Harv. L. Rev. 1, 58 (1955); Charles Fairman, Doesthe
Faurtenth Amendment InaorparatetheBill of Rights TheOrignal Underganding, 2 Stan.
L. Rev. 5,132,139 (1949).
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Another fundamental reason the displacement of students would not
adversely impact the County is that the reassignment of students would not
be racially significant—that is, the court never found that the burden, if any,
caused by the reassignment would fall more heavily on black students than
white students. Doc. 1141 at 167-69. For example, 256 students at Bragg
Middle School in Gardendale would be reassigned to other schools by the
County. Id. at 168. 40 of those, or 15.6%, are black, and Gardendale offered
evidence of where the County might send them. Id. at 167-68. The two
scenarios Gardendale offered involved schools less evenly balanced than
Bragg Middle. Id. Likewise there would be 366 non-resident high-school
students reassigned to other schools less balanced; 56 of those 366 students,
or 15.3%, are black. Id. at 168-69.

The court’s statement that the “burden of separation falls most
heavily on the black students” was clear error because there was no
evidence of it. The court did not find—nor was any evidence offered —that
the burden of separation was racially disproportionate quantitatively or
qualitatively. Far more white students than black ones would be reassigned,
so in raw numbers the burden is not unfairly placed on a minority. Nor did
the court find that the quality of the burden was harder upon black students
than otherwise: why is it more of a “burden” for a black child to attend a
less balanced school than for a white child? The court gave no answer.
Reassigned students would either go to a school where their race was in the

majority or where they would swell the ranks of their racial minority—and
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there was no evidence that black children are less able than their white
peers to withstand the transition. |d. at 168.

Consequently, even assuming transfer to a less “diverse” school is a
legally recognized burden, the undisputed evidence was that the burden did
not fall on any minority more heavily than on white students. The impact
of the separation on reassigned students would have, in the end, no racial
significance.

The second impact the court noted —the transfer of Gardendale
High School to the new system as required by state law—is addressed infra

in Section 4.

B. Lookingmorebroadly at theevidence, Gardendal€ sdeparturewould
havelittleeffect on the County.

Going beyond the two impacts the court found, Gardendale’s
formation would have minimal effect on the County’s racial numbers. The
lower court agreed that allowing Gardendale’s separation would cause the
County’s black student population to rise only 1.5%—and even if North
Smithfield students aren’t included despite Gardendale’s plan, the number
rises by only 1.8%. Doc. 1141 at 165. Even adverse experts agreed the
overall demographic shift from Gardendale’s departure “is actually quite
small.” Doc. 1126 at 122.

This is a far cry from the shifts that courts once found large enough
(with other factors) to deny formation to a new district. Seg eg, Wright,

407 U.S. at 464 (a 6% increase in black students); Sadtland Nedk, 407 U.S. at
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489-90 (an 11% increase); Leev. ChambersCounty Bd. of Educ, 849 F. Supp.
1474, 1485 (M.D. Ala. 1994) (a 20% increase); d. United Statesv. Texas 158
F.3d 299, 311-12 (5th Cir. 1998) (allowing an altered district boundary
despite a 2.7% increase).

Putting this 1.5% increase in context further undercuts its
significance: the lower court admitted that the County is nearing unitary
status and even stated that it is “unlikely” that this Court would find
Gardendale’s separation impedes the County’s progress. Doc. 1152 at 11,
23, 38. Jefferson County is in a different position than the defendants still
taking apart dual systems twenty, thirty, or forty years ago. With the
County so close and the impact so small, the numbers do not justify the
lower court’s ruling.

In this connection, the court’s speculation as to the potential
annexation of Mount Olive (a mostly white area) to Gardendale was
improper. For one thing, the court itself recognized that annexation was
“unlikely” at this time. Doc. 1141 at 165; Doc. 1155 at 31. For another, it is
unfair to hold the Gardendale Board responsible for demographic changes
due to someone else’s possible actions when the court did not find those
actions would be prompted by the separation (unlike potential white flight
in Wright, 407 U.S. at 464). “External factors” beyond the Board’s control
“should not be part of the remedial calculus” in a desegregation case. See
Manningv. Sch. Bd. of Hillsoorough Caunty, 244 F.3d 927, 933 n.8 (11th Cir.

2001).
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In all, to whatever extent there may be racially significant effects from
Gardendale’s separation, they are lesser in degree and quality than in any
splinter-district appellate decision Gardendale has located. If the minimal
impacts of formation in this case are enough to trigger the “substantial
adverse effects” test this Court articulated, no new district could ever form.

That is not the law, and it should not be the result here.

4.  The court exceeded its remedial authority in imposing a price on
the transfer of Gardendale High School.

A. Theremedy wasnot tailored to any impact on theCounty’ s
desegregation efforts.

It is well settled that the discretion of a district court in a
desegregation case has limits, including the rule that “the nature of the
violation determines the scope of the remedy.” Swann v. Charlate-
MeklenburgBd. of Educ, 402 U.S. 1,16 (1971); Freaman v. Fitts 503 U.S.
467,489 (1992). A remedy is justifiable, Freaman explained, “only insofar as
it advances the ultimate objective of alleviating the initial constitutional
violation.” Freaman at 489. Courts must “tailor” the scope of the remedy
to “fit the nature and extent” of the violation. Dayton Bd. of Educ. v.
Brinkman, 433 U.S. 406, 420 (1977) (citations omitted). The court’s
ordering Gardendale to pay “tens of millions of dollars” for the high school,
Doc. 1152 at 13, fails this test for two reasons: transfer of the high school
would not have a desegregation-specific impact on the County system, and

lesser remedies would have sufficed.
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The rule of fitness means that a remedy imposed on a separating
district must be tailored to the impact the separation would have on the
parent district’s ability to desegregate. But as explained above in Section 3,
there would be no racially discriminatory—or even disparate—impact
arising from the high school’s transfer to Gardendale: of the 366 non-
resident students who would be reassigned, only 15.3% are black. Doc. 1141
at 168-69. No greater burden would be borne by black high-school students
assigned to other schools than by white high-school students, far more of
whom would be displaced than black students. |d. Asa Government expert
testified, the impact of separation on high-school students “actually affects
both black and white students and proportionately affects white students
more” on access to new facilities. Doc. 1126 at 154.

This point bears greater emphasis: the court’s failure here was in not
finding a link between the high school’s transfer to Gardendale and any
radally significant impact on the County’s desegregation efforts. Yes, a
small fraction" of County students would be reassigned to other high
schools—but not in a racially disproportionate way, and not in a way that
imposes more on black students than others. Gardendale’s demographer
had to guess which high schools the County might assign those students to,

and the court rejected both scenarios because black students would go

" About 366 students out of a post-separation County enrollment of around 33,829
students. Doc. 1141 at 169; Doc. 1129-7 at 1; Doc. 1131-6 at 34.

46



Case: 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017 Page: 61 of 126

either to a school where they are in the majority or to a school where they
would add to the numbers of black students in the minority. Id.

This is too much. It places Gardendale between Scylla and
Charybdis. The law does not require every school or any school to achieve
a specific racial balance. Maximal racial integration may be a laudable ideal,
but as shown above, courts cannot wield remedial power to pursue
“diversity.” SeeDoc. 1141 at 70, 112 n.62, 167 n.88, 168-69, 190. Every
school in Jefferson County is desegregated: they are open to all students no
matter their color. One race or another may be in the minority at a school to
which students would be reassigned, but it is wrong to characterize this as a
burden. Lack of racial balance is not a constitutional harm.*’

What is more, a less expensive remedy would have better fit the
shape of the court’s worries about the high school. The court recognized
that Alabama law allows Gardendale to separate without paying a fee to the
County, Doc. 1152 at 12, yet with the stroke of a pen, the lower court
imposed on the citizens of Gardendale a multi-million-dollar roadblock to
doing what state law permitted, without considering whether less onerous
solutions were at hand. If the court thought that reassigning black students
would upset the County’s progress, it could have approved the interdistrict
desegregation-transfer policy, which would allow transfers between the

County and Gardendale, that Gardendale has drafted. Doc. 1141 at 127,

%% And even if it were, it is unreasonable to characterize the burden as existing both when
black students are in the majority and when they are not, as the district court did here.
Doc. 1141 at 167-69.
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185; Doc. 1152 at 13. Such majority-to-minority transfers have been
approved in this circuit for the last 40 years, even if conditioned on available
space. Sindeton v. Jackson Mun. SeparateSch. Did., 419 F.2d 1211, 1218-19
(5th Cir. 1969), re/ d on ather groundssubnom Carter v. W. Fdidana Parish
Sch. Bd., 396 U.S. 290 (1970).

If the court was concerned about the continued availability to County
students of the career-tech program at the high school (which would affect
about 175 non-resident students), it likewise could have ordered Gardendale
to keep that program open to County students without preference for
Gardendale residents—a minor change to Gardendale’s own proposal to
allow County students to stay in the program. Doc. 1040-1 at 7; Doc. 1141
at 171 & n.89; Doc. 1157 at 151; Doc. 1155 at 164-65. The County’s own
superintendent testified that an arrangement like this is possible, and it has
been done with other systems. Doc. 1155 at 165; Doc. 1157 at 218-19.

Such remedies would have allayed the desegregation-specific
concerns the court expressed without imposing on Gardendale a
tremendous price tag that apparently has no basis in splinter-district
caselaw. The court called the high school a “desegregatory tool” of the
County and deplored its “loss” to the County, but this was a straw man. Id.
This Court has already ordained that new districts “accept a proper role” in
the ongoing desegregation of their parent systems, Stout, 466 F.2d at 1214,
and here the high school would continue to do just that. The high school

and its special programs would remain open to County students to avoid
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any substantial adverse impact on the County’s progress. Gardendale’s
operation of the high school would thus not remove it as a “tool” from the
County’s desegregatory arsenal, and it was an abuse of discretion to impose
on Gardendale what amounted to a Hobson’s choice between paying

millions of dollars for it or spending millions to build another one.

B. Equitydoesnot justify theremedy ether.

The court also supported its charging a fee for the high school by
invoking equity, Doc. 1141 at 190, but the court never explained why
transferring the school to Gardendale without a price tag was unfair, and
never explained where it derived its standard for what is equitable. The
County school board did not pay for Gardendale High School; why should
the Gardendale Board have to pay for it? The County board built the school
using money the County commission gaveit.”’ Doc. 1141 at 69; Doc. 1157 at
204. The County board did not borrow money to build it and owes nothing
onitnow. |d. So there is nothing inequitable about transferring the school
to the Gardendale Board per Alabama law, without a fee. (And for that
matter, a fee has not historically been required in separations of other
districts. SeeDocs. 1001-9 at 5-7; 1001-11 at 2-4).

The court was also incorrect in finding that the cost of $55 million to
“replace” the high school, Doc. 1141 at 72, 171-72, was a factor weighing

against separation because there is no evidence that the County will have to

? The high school was one of a number of new facilities the County board built at the
same time using that gift. Doc. 1141 at 170.
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replace that facility. Gardendale would be educating former County high-
school students from within and without city limits, so the County will not
have to build a school for those students. The only evidence the court cited
was the County superintendent’s testimony, Doc. 1157 at 137-38 (corrected
transcript of Doc. 1127), but he could not and did not establish that a full-
scale “replacement” facility would be necessary despite the County’s
having fewer students. Instead he based his $55 million estimate on his lay
opinion of what the 1971 Order requires, id. at 137, but the court never
agreed that the Order mandated a replacement school, and at any rate the
superintendent has revealed that he labored under the mistake of equating
the County’s desegregation obligations with racial balancing. Doc. 1092-1
at 12. In sum, the lower court’s implicitly finding that separation will cost
the County $55 million to replace a facility it will not be forced to replace
was clear error because that finding rested on nothing but a lay witness’s
opinion about the law—one this brief demonstrates is wrong.

And the court’s remedy suffers from a more fundamental flaw:
equitable power in desegregation cases depends on the need to remedy a
constitutional violation. Fresman at 489. Without danger of an impediment
to desegregation, imposing a fee for the high school was tantamount to
rewriting state law to accord with the court’s view of fairness. Whether to
force a new system to pay the old system for buildings was a policy question
for the state legislature, and the district court recognized that state law does

not require such a payment. Doc. 1152 at 12. It is not within the
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competence of a federal court to second-guess that policy—not without
proof that the high school’s operation by Gardendale would damage the
County’s ability to desegregate.

There was no such proof. The high school’s transfer would have no
racially discriminatory or disproportionate impact on the County system.
That is why the court should have left the financial value of the school to
the state board of education’s process for handling separations, as it did
with other financial issues. SeeDoc. 1141 at 3; Doc. 1157 at 183-84, 210;
Spallonev. United States, 493 U.S. 265, 276 (1990) (noting that in devising a
remedy courts ‘“must take into account the interests of state and local
authorities in managing their own affairs”).

These limits on courts’ remedial power in desegregation cases guard
against abuse of judicial authority under the guise of constitutional
interpretation. “At some point, we must recognize . . . that all problems do
not require a remedy of constitutional proportions.” Missouri v. Jenking
515 U.S. 70, 138 (1995) (Thomas, J., concurring). As the Court warned
long ago, “[w]ith the wisdom of the policy adopted . . . the courts are both
incompetent and unauthorized to deal.” Nebbiav. New York, 291 U.S. 502,
537 (1934). This is true for state law as well: “We are not invested with the
jurisdiction to pass upon the expediency, wisdom or justice of the laws of
the States,” and even when “interpreting the Constitution,” courts must
“take care that we do not import . . . our own personal views of what would

be wise, just and fitting . . . and confound them with constitutional
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limitations.” Twiningv. New Jersgy, 211 U.S. 78, 106-07 (1908) (overruled
on other grounds by Malloyv. Hogan, 378 U.S. 1 (1964)).

Transferring the high school as state law provided may have offended
the district court’s sense of fairness, but equity alone did not empower the

court to exact a price where the law charges none.

5.  Evenif the lower court’s factual findings were correct, it would
have been error to deny Gardendale’s motion in full.

The factual and legal predicates for the result Plaintiffs urge are
missing here. As shown above, there was no constitutional violation, the
racial-motivation finding was clear error, and the law does not allow
injunctions against a new school system when the County’s former dual
system has been fully dismantled for 41 years.

Yet supposing that the factual premise of adverse impact on the
County’s desegregation were correct, Plaintiffs’ arguments still fail because
they ignore the rule of fitness explained above. The power of district courts
to “restructure the operation of local and state governmental entities is not
plenary,” and once there is a constitutional harm, a court “is required to
tailor the scope of the remedy to fit the nature and extent of the
constitutional violation.” Dayton Bd. of Educ. v. Brinkman, 433 U.S. 406,
420 (1977) (citations and punctuation omitted). Where the harm is
supposedly an impairment of the County’s desegregation, a remedy must

be closely fitted to the extent of that harm.
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Since the impact of Gardendale’s departure would be concededly
minimal —the Government’s expert said it “doesn’t really move the needle
much” —exercising the most extreme remedy available by denying a school
board the right to function would have been an abuse of discretion. Doc.
1157 at 64. Plaintiffs do not attempt to explain why this harshest of
remedies is automatically the district court’s only option in light of the
minor statistical differences that Gardendale’s operation would prompt in
the County’s racial numbers. There are lesser remedies available to the
court, as outlined above in Section 4, remedies such as interdistrict
transfers, which would address the few impacts the court found likely
without denying outright the racially neutral operation of a new school
system. As this Court noted, the “proper role” of a splinter district is “not
an all-or-nothing matter.” United Statesv. Hinds Caunty Sch. Bd., 560 F.2d
1188, 1192 n.7 (5th Cir. 1977). Plaintiffs say the courts must swat at every
fly with a hammer. The law demands a more nuanced approach.

Desegregation precedent did not freeze in place with Wright, Stout, or
other decades-old cases, and the facts assuredly haven’t either. “[H]istory
did not end in 1965.” Sheby County v. Hdder, 133 S. Ct. 2612, 2628 (2013).
Indeed it did not: the County’s dual system was fully dismantled by 1976.
Staut, 537 F.2d at 802-03. The factual context of Gardendale’s formation is
far removed from that era. 40 years and more lie between, yet Plaintiffs fail
to account for the difference. The injunction they seek as to Gardendale’s

formation is no longer allowed by the law, is not justified by the facts, and is
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not compatible with the Supreme Court’s admonitions to return control of
schools to local officials “at the earliest practicable date.” SeeFresmanv.
Pitts 503 U.S. 467, 489-90 (1992); Bd. of Educ. v. Doadl, 498 U.S. 237, 247-
48 (1991). As this Court promised in 1972, splinter districts “are not

forever vassals of the county board.” Stout, 466 F.2d at 1215.

Conclusion

Gardendale seeks to create a smaller, local school system to provide
better schools for children of all races. Gardendale believes the lower court
erred by obstructing that effort. The speech of private individuals
protected by the First Amendment cannot create liability for a school board
under the Fourteenth. The legal basis for exercise of the injunctive power
against new systems is decades gone in Jefferson County, and the operation
of a nondiscriminatory municipal school system cannot be conditioned on a
multi-million-dollar price tag in the name of pursuing greater diversity.

Gardendale asks this Court to reverse the partial injunction of the
new system, and specifically asks that the Court reverse the judgment of a
constitutional violation, the findings of racial motivation and adverse
impact on the County, and the imposition of a fee for the high school.
Gardendale asks the Court to then remand the case with instructions to

grant Gardendale’s motion to separate in full.
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annexed! Jus curious!

112 645 PM UTE

Chris Lucas Jeremy - The most common means of annexation |s by a petition of contiguous properties, In other words, If I sit on the line, and you are right behind me - both of us ask the
City to be annexed and If they accept, we're in,

12 6:5% PM UTYE

Tim Bagwell Jerry: Yes, the prospect of a municipal school system Invalves individuals not just In Gardendale but in unincorporated sections as well. This is a process with many steps,
and looking more than a few steps ahead can get you chasing your tall. Step One Is the feasibility study and after we get the study results, we'll have a better idea of just what next
steps are, and what kind of declslons folks will have to make.

1f you want to know my personal opinlon, I want to see all or as much of the normal footprint of the Gardendale High School zone as absolutely possible included, The questions that the
clty will probably be asking the consultant to address will Involve not only the current city limits but presumably other possibilities in terms of geographic footprint,

The reason there s talk of annexation Is because state law recognizes just two kinds of public school districts: county and municipal. And In most cases, to attend the municipal system you
need to live within the municipality, There are some exceptions, from modest tuition to agreements between districts, etc., but they tend to uncertain or difficult to assess at this point of
the process.

So If you live outside of the city limits and IF this study comes back Indicating that feasibility |s good, and you think that the benefits outweigh the costs, you may well need at some point
to go out and talk to your nelghbors and let them know your peint of view.
10/3/2012 7:30 PM UTC

—=- Renee Warren I am going to ask again... [ would hope those that have put so much effort into this, would have the 1999 feasiblity study and be willing to share it with the people of this
page. [ would also like to know what factors in the study have improved over the past 13 years that now makes this seem to make sense. Thanks, Jerry Warren
10/4/2012 12:30 AM UTC

Tim Bagwell I didn't see vou ask it the first time, Jerry, but there's a fair amount of posting going on and I'm not on here all the time. I recall that ime period and the study process, and
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I've heard people refer to soma conclusions that were advanced, Even among folks who refer to that report, I haven't seen that someone hasa copy of whatever report that resulted, If
they have It, I'll ba happy to scan It Somaeone referred me to Danny le. but they are dealing with serious health issues in the family nght now and I'm not going to bother them about

this. There may be something In dty coundl mest] mlnubes about |

The type of study they performed wagv%rvelﬂtea'mll one an §tu the m%ﬁtﬁhﬂt time pmoplg!m:flis:lféghoesame sart oﬂﬁgr% wg(c)omrmssmn%gﬂ the city council a couple

of nights ago, and it was, after all, thirteen years ago. What has changed? Population, assessed tax value, dty finances, school facilities, specifics of income streams and expenses... A
lot of things...

Ofan12 1352 AM UTE
Renee Warren Wow... I am not trying to be negative... I think that a school system is the right thing to do.... But your telling me that a group went to the city council and asked for a
m $50,000 feasibility study without reviewing the previous study that was done, Plus, if you haven't seen the study as you say in your post, how do know it was not the "same sort of study

that was commissioned by the city council a couple nights aga"... You say alot of things have changed, you'ra right the economy right now compared to 10 to 15 years ago s in the
dumps... One thing that |s the same (s that we still have one primary tax base, WalMart, and we still don't have a property tax... Jerry Warren

/e 2018 109 AM UTC

- Dennis L. Gamble Did the city pay for the 99 study? No

0L A T

Tim Bagwell Jerry, to answer your guestion: I'm aware of the way the last study was done, T know who the people were who did it (they were |ocal government, community and

{ business |eaders who did a fine job given the level of study and reparting they felt was necessary at the time). I'm also aware of the way these things are done now: there is an example
already posted here. The two are fundamentally different, and that's not intended to be a negative towards any previous studies or the very fine people who assisted with them. The
Gardendale City Council already voted on the new study already, so I'm not sure I understand what is relevant about the guestion now. I'm certain that the city council members (all but

one voted for It and the other abstained) would be happy to let you know how thay avaluated the need for the study now.

- Dennis L. Gamble I would like the city to pay for a study on the positives of the northern belt line. We nead to know how it will help Gardendale.

— 10/4/2012 1:30 AM UTC

. Renee Warren 50,000. Is nothing to you right? Why didn't a true "grass roots” effort to ralse this money themselves?

& David Salters Jerry, [ understand your concern, however; the previous study is now over 13 years old. These studies are designed to show a current snapshot of the financial status of

2012 1:34 AM UTC

. a municipality as it relates to funding a school system. To your point, it may be wise to compare the data from the two studies, however; it is imperative that we get the current data.
Addlitionally, this study will be conducted by a non-blased, third party who Is nelther for nor against the proposed clty school system. And as Tim sald, over the past 13 years much has
changed in education, the make up Gardendale's population and in Jefferson County. I applaud the city council and the mayer for Investing In current, accurate data on which this very
important decision will be based.

10/4/2012 1:356 AM UTC

. Tlm Bagwu!l 1 look at the issue as exploring a better education to our children being well worth $50,000,

7 AM UTC

- Dennis L. Gamble It is easler to spend yours.

- 10/4/2012 1:40 AM UTC
- Dennis L. Gamble They were politically motivated by pressure. They did not come up with this on their own.
B 10/4/2012 1:44 AM UTC

, Tim Bagwell This is plowed ground, and even though it gives me something to do besides watch the debate while Obama is talking, it is not an issue that is going anywhere: the council
already voted on this, If you have a beef with the city councll, take It up with them, Folks petitioning thelr own government for action is a pretty American thing,

The study that the city councll will obtaln will ba systematic, exhaustive, statistically based, and from a third-party and acknowledged expert in the field.
10/4/2012 1:50 AM UTC

Dennis L. Gamble It will not be any different from Alabasters except for the numbers and the up to $50,000 to a consultant that probably duplicates this study many times a year for a

= tidy profit.

10/4/2012 2:01 AM UTC

& David Salters Did any of you protest the §30,000+ study that was recently approved for our Parks Department? I'm all for the Parks Dept study, but it's puzzling that anyone would
| single out the education study to protest. I can't think of anything more critical than our children's education.

107

2 2:04 AM UTC

- Dennis L. Gamble Right, three © Ints will have three conclusions and all the $50,000 if they can. Be smart pick a consultant that will give the answers you need.

S, Tim Bagwell I hope and trust that the city is not golng to hire a consultant who will arrive at a pre-determined or stipulated result, Dennis. This decision, yes or no, Is simply o critical to
by base it upon skewed data, This can be a first step or |ast step, depending on the results of that study, and I'm equally prepared for either,

)
2012 2:32 AM UTC

- Renee Warren | guess some posts have been deleted... but there was a post asking how [ know Dennis? I have never met him that I know of... I personally have lived in Gardendale

Ew for over 20 years... [ have been in banking for over 22 years,., So | guess, when [ see the current economic envirenment much worse than 10 years ago... And a tax base built on ong
stare, WalMart.{For which we have an insurance policy |n case they ever leavi), and a city that on every occaslon has tumned down a property tax... I guess I just hope that the study
will still be valid when in 3-5 years from now, when we HOPE that some of these additional stores come In to increase our tax base... Tim, again I state that I am for Gardendale having [t's
own school system. [ guess [ just question right after the election is done that this is brought up, and 50,000 is spent... You're right I have a beef with the coundl... by the way, does
anybaody know what the city education committee does? Was this presented to them first?

/2012 2:52 AM UTE

Tim Bagwell Jerry, you and | both want what is best in this matter, and that is what is sound and supportable that results in the best outcome for the city and the students. | deleted a
couple of posts trending towards getting chippy, at |2ast one of which was ming, and softened some language in others | made. If I am going to encourage keeping things from getting
testy, | have to check twice before | hit post like anybody elsa,

The city has never voted on a property tax that was to fund a school system that I am aware of. The last tax voted down was directed more towards fire department kind of stuff, if
memory serves. The city has never had some of the benefits and facilities that would accrue with a city school system when previous discussion has faken place, either.

You likely already know this, but most school systems have a sales tax component to their funding, but primary funding In & sound school system should be based on property taxes
because of thalr stabllity and predictability.

1 don't know the process by which this was addrassed by the aty coundil. | just started a Facebook page on this and am disposed to favor the disposal assuming that the numbers work
and can be as incluslve of the existing district footprint as possible. There are quite a few hurdles and iF it takes the Kind of heavy-duty study that costs the citizens what I acknowledge |s
no minor amolint to aive us the kind of concrete data that we can base a game-changing upon, I'm OK with It

e d1d 3:05 AM

Renee Warren The reason I bring these things up |s T guess I am trying to let you know the commaents I hear when these things are brought up... Let's take the Fire Department

m Property Tax vote. Remember we were threatened by the city administration at the fime, that if the property tax vote didn't pass the fire stafion would not be built, we would still have a
volunteer department, and that our insurance rates would go sky high... Fact is as we found out, that even though the vote failed, we still got the fire depariment, we still got
professional firefighters, and our Insurance rates stablized. There |s a great faction of people that rightly or wrongly don't trust the city. We must rebulld that trust for a property tax to
be pased and show that the city (s moving In the right direction...

(2012 3:15 AM |

= . Renee Warren Honestly, the fire departmeant issue Is my blggest concern for the city at this moment. The city needs two new fire statlons. If we don't get those soon, our IS0 ratings
m arg going to go 2 points higher. Paying a 5 mill property tax potentially could be less than the insurance increase based on the valug of your home. My personal opinion is that the cty
within the next twe years will be forced to implement a 5 mill propery tax(the city can do this without a vote of the citizens) to fund new fire stations and personnel...

10/4/2012 3:31 AM UTC

.-; David Salters Jemry, keep in mind that this initiative is lead by citizens, not the city. The mayor and council, as they should, simply responded to the citizens. I hope that your distrust of
the city will not interfere with your assessment of the education issue. [ wouldn't dare tll you how to feel about the city, but I will ask you to separate those feelings from your thoughts
on the school system. I can tell that you have a great passion for our community, and I share yvour concerns about the fire station. I hope that individuals like us can harness our enerqy
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and work together for the betterment of our fine city. T look forward to our continued discussions and T'm glad that you're chiming in.

10/4/2012 3:43 AM UTC
Case; 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017 Page: 81 of 126

Dennis L. Gamble Can we agree Mitt won?
10/4/2012 3:45 AM UTC

10/4/2012 3:49 AM UTC

Renee Warren David I trust the city, I voted for Othell and am pleased with all those elected thus far, Again I am telling you things I hear... Personally, I think the city should implement
a 5 mill tax now...and eventually a referendum for an additional & mill when the timing and the feasibility plan says its appropriate for the school system, So I am willing to pay approx
$2000 more per year in a property tax to fund these things when the economy has stabilized... And yes T am a conservative republican that believes In raising taxes when the purpose
and timing is right...

10/4/2012 4:06 AM UTC

_—
ig David Salters The mayor and councll will select the consultant.

Tim Bagwell Yes, Dennis, no guestion in my mind that Mitt won. The president has never really been tested. He has been covered for by a compliant left-leaning press as thelr pet
4 candidate, he has never done well with on-the-fly speeches and It lsn't as though he can run on his record. Had the media done its job the first time around, perhaps we would have a
president who Is capable of at least standing up and presenting an articulate argument for or agalnst an issue.

10/4/2012 4:28 AM UTC

m David Salters Jerry, you mean $200, right? Because that's mare in line with what I'm thinking.
10/5/2012 1:28 PM UTC

1 feel like everyone knows that we need extra money to support the school, fire department, police department, and park and rec. So if everyone wants to see a school system and the
extras lets pay for [t. Lets look at the facts I support and am glad to live in & dity where there are men and women who stand up and put the effort in to make Gardendale better. We
need to find out what it's going to take to support all 4 departments, we can say that the school system will cost a least 20 million by looking at Trussville budget, so what will it take to
support all groups 30, 40 million, and are we going to prepare for a increase in cost over 10 years, until our tax base increases, The businesses will come because there is to much to offer
and the belt line should be in progress by that time(maybe). So why do a study, when we know what we want, so lets help make it happen. Lets use that money for something else and
just say we are going to have a school system and all the extra and start putting things In motion to establish a tax base and annex Mt Olive. This Is where the right plan Is made and put
together by the effort of men and women standing up for a purpose, and all ideas my and may not be agreeable but we are adults seeking a better Gardendale,

10/5/2012 2:10 PM UTC

H Jason Murrell I have seen a lot of post talking about the fire department, and I would like to say thanks for the support, it means a lot to me and the others, thank you.
e

Renee Warren Yea David too many zeroes. Yall may want to delete that post as too not confuse peaple
10/5/2012 2:36 PM UTC

Chris Lucas Jason - You are correct in that everything needs to be considered, including fire coverage. Keep in mind, the feasibility for the school system will not only cover the feasibility
of creating a city school system (e.g., how to finance it, how to structure it, etc.), but it will also serve as an implementation plan should the ditizens desire to do it. Also keep in mind that
Trussville built a new school, so It's not completely an apples to apples comparison. In the end, every municipality is unigue and the costs vary widely. Bottom line, we need to proceed
through this thoroughly and with perfection. Hey, I'm with you though, let's make this happen!

10/5/2012 2:40 PM UTC
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Jennifar Moars Shaton, yes it would. If Soow Rogers did not pass AYF, Hen they wolld hava tha ogtion o go In Gardendals,

0013 351 1M LT

= Duml: L. Gambia Asa, | desobied any ootz system enywhera in e USA OF 1wl 1etyoo alons and get back to nry mtkilin, This s the way Dirgs gstdone. 58 enough fire n you i maks ©rapgen. Tisye you wih this hought. "When all s sad and dons, moes wil be sad ten
UL 352 PM UTC

Stearan Denham Would Sno Rogers not be pert of the Geak syster?
M LITE

9} E/mM1F 3

Sharmn Denham Does that msn that if any sciool in the proposs Gl sy des not mest AYF, e gk coukd chooss togo (o another school IN THE GRALE §Y5 only? Ard thatyits outsads the Goels 5% ol rotoome n? 150, that wil bea cn of worms; ecallyard pobably
athkllly. People outsda of Gdele shl mrsdsr thes o be s very whils mommionty.
94437017 356 P UITC

Diavid Sallers Sharan, Bat (s the tase wilh ayery other system,
QTN 1E A0 78 LT

E Tim Bagwell Derins, Sharon, | wantyou both th know thet | aapesciets botr of v erd Whatyou havs o sy, The =ntof s ting (s decuss.
QTNHINI 506 7 LT
Misti Sapdarson Boackle Shamn Pagy .8 oosz personal frisd of mine and | vakie her apinan. I y dive by my fouss you'llsse fer sgn in my yard. Mo ona s ssang We do s atall costs are 1 in 2 end (U's nok femible then sa be it butwe are foaks £ wa don't try and st e |sest
o0 our fessand and see whers s can ke ws. [t trus that tings charg= and dont sty e sameand Loan pomsa you B, ame mey nat bs hapey about annesing into Gardersdals and trat s 8 ciange for them, butif ey aren't wilrg 1o try and s2ek auk goos posiive changa they
WONT like Ihe oifver form of change thak & haala ourway down the mad if nothrd & dine fersand we don't 2t el iry. God Bes usall

Shamn Denham | lsarned & lorg Bme sgo hat dso.sson s gomd ard conflict i rsally-a great winy In get o know offier paople: In tha end, WS miay o mey natagres, but et Isﬁ Weunderstand sso otner. Wi don' n'-aue I fiake of be anemies just becausa wa deagres: Also, for 1hosa
Who Will i rLinFing this reait, &5 reeily 2 ood hing for you 1o histr Sorme af the bl redbiocks U front. THEE Way, You know WHEE B0 jock ouE Tor and how i prepare fo With otthers, 1 have s L iy hushand (8. greattranng TEd i me, # he worked for
Gfids Poies for 20 y=ars.ard | serve in prson ministry - beo very differsnt vantage poritst We have the same ltimate goel, tho, and tiet is what i5 o/t 0 any misson!

a3 urc

91

Besth Rogers 1 fir ons am realy ot 8urs Whers B SGrd an 21l 0F this. My chiltan wenk B Srow Rogers Elementery School ard yes, Bhat i 501l Gartisndale Sowal ari & very Worderful Schoal, T have nothing negalive i Say sbiut that school. Bragy Ml Sthool & deimg Very wei, [ iive
2 adiminitraton ant they &= daing & axcalent job, The only thing 1 c2n TSN (& B new AMST] Way of fEaching. Chidran nes iy ba Eught, Stme may b sle ) (st eatch (Eor kniw £ DU some neat helpn |don't think hiving our Dkn School System would fo Brak I Ewil hen thats
great, | have 2 dider children ot GHS, Yes, it sa litle roogh thers but (s not as bed s other scon systers. |admire al of oo tsachers and adrinistration for 1he job thay do-sed and every day. To ranlly fix the probiers gong on o our scas, 1 hink (@l goss bac o Eaching oo
chilitrén oood dld fashionsd prndipks. Respect, Hanssty, Intsgniy, Hand Work, =8C Meny o OUr diidnen MINE inclicest are spoiled mtten and Rave o des what (b5 fike 1 relly work herd for stmething, 100n'EWant o geb ind & Rastit disousion Or be (aled & bediienos Minker or
anytning shse, Pesss dont auafy mefor eving an opirion. Thet's wiy America s 5ch a wondail plce o ive. Weal hevs e (ght i our own ooinen,

R T MAITE

Jonimifer Moore TRAL o What i ood, | 0on'T sen s in opnion ek and foel ko P Bmng sormed foe svan Iaking albout it
OLYAN 00 M AT

Balh Rogers orril. B A PRI IO Wi g, THALS alir G §iver gL An Arveecin, Aedl Dy thet Waily | Rrily loym anc rafact Al oF i on Piee | know mistor o snd Pivis WAl wiu live widr lifa And you truly ied JUst wanting B et e dur
u,lumuml\' and aur c'hlnrm Sﬂl’nw of L Just Ry diffarant opnions of what the st s

Slyaron Denlham W mstter Whill your opnion, g, msseon, o, hers Wil always be somebody Who Scorr (L You must rever lE Ehat g youd Do you think | woukd i minsbeing in i and pesar (1§ Isbned i the Scormeri® MR psopii - syen CRrdar - hind the "Rk am ug e
RNFOW AWRY B by® e Ry, el Tt WarknL Bty rrenality, Teuth i, iF A11 kis o 19 Rypsi oF aducation you a0 desied, mostof them wil nivie nisse mis B mnitar B ham n 3 oe onsn|

B LA S:19M UTE

Dannis L, Gamblo Ox , | bave oonplatad my CONCRETE resanrch. | donl i bo diag arourd abirg abeut sometiing whan i anmwees ars s doms. | just had lunch with a Termer Gardandaks City School rasssrch mambis (iom iha peast oo Ha sanl ey (gured i@ wouki taka 15
Ml A e 0 pln R @rofrien And EhAR wis yedrs agi. GHS N & nish BChoo! cimpus snd counting infaton I miy e moed. TRAL GQuatis i 51,250,000 par monih, 41,666 per diy or 1736 par hOUr Arurdd i o0 Tht Wik ssiy! Now we Lt nised B find Bhe ronisy! Any yins?
QW NNT GO0 T

Jonnifar Moo re You i s nght, W should Lt quit row, Thnk you s moch lor yur complet fessand,
3 LN 6210 P UTE

Donnis L Gambloa Mo, plamsa amlinia)
B EHANG B Y

Donnis L. Gamblo | would like 1D s tha ressand (iom olfers, you miy dhange my mind,
AT 6210 P LT

Dannis L. Gamblo | faikal tosay thes g cin from i Harsalls Schonl Syster which wes vy comipambks i Gandanchks, Thi st commites mics o wiss deoson.
o M UTE

Jannifar Moore Thats just i, I'm one ol thi one thal just wanks riovs niometon) Which wil antel o ot ol woek which §am mong then wikog i do. | eoukd st are e bta millon poins in aliar direction al s point, | wenl Gerckanclaks spcic oo ol (igures and svery plaisiie
seeniing of Whit coukl hapaisn.
O)CANT B2 M UTE

2 David Saltars For thom (ntereste, tera o ink 1o tha Alabester sty report on tha main pege of this ska Tha Altester study s o good soapshot of what our stucy wil ook like.

B/ L3N ASA M LITC

Tim Bagwoll Yo ara ewora, | nssime, hat the ok per student oolkecbed ot distributed by e state el woukl socria i Gardencials wa tha county systen woukl pees dractly i a nisw school distret if it s lormsd. 18 0o s i we aie gong B0 have ko hokl ek salis ey wisher
rod] Ly D pi b oL OF Pl EhOUsArd cillars i Wik, This o nok Do sy INGE Turing o Somlotisly asrod,

We tan bresk down your figures i the nesrest seaord § you like, but ihey arentreally very appicable @ anythng in peroular untl we know a current Lake on whal we could eqed o el and whel we Gan exped o have bo spend.

If you want ressarch, try looking at tha COMPLETE report that Chris uploaded lest night. 1t explains a graat deal of what goes an in Bermvs of legal background, whe pes for what, whera tha monay mmes from and who gats it You prowded some nteresting infarmation from waur lunch date
for What itis, but it's redlly an incomplate picture absent any othier information MnCerning What monies the City could expect to offset those expenses.

If sorneons has the Hartsdle raport, plassa uphoad or refarence a sourca for tha mmplata report 50 wea can all ook at it or have tha sbilty to find & o lok 2t it I'd love bo ses it Th &l 2 boath Ifs" in this

Nnnonv said tha past commitbes didn't rmaka a wise decision, by tha way. Lots of people have made wise decsoens in the past and 1 for ore am grateful for thar wisdom ard leadership.
PMUTC
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& David Saltars Gardandal= would recaive 321 mils of tax revenus fram the cunty ard the state: Tha 33,1 mis of tx dollars folow the students, acmrding 1o Alabama state law. Madrson Ciy Schools (which era fantastic by the way) eperates off of 27 mis, I nacessary, that miliage could
| b supplemerad by local funds. The furding Wil Hkdy work, €63 matier this community berg raady o ke 300on, 1ES0unds ke most ar: ready B do this.

P LUTC

. et o 151G @S @ T £ 2BBB Dt il di08/2:1/201 7w -Page-88-01126

139 1 LF

ﬁ Tim Bagwall [ worder (f thosa reports are part of tha public record. .,
91372 WSS M T

Sharon Denham T 1 would tink 50, Peggy Tumiin would krow, or maybe tha oky derk’s offica or KannyandRhorda Clemons,
9 Zipamr

m Michaal Moon Ok, I'mgoird to chimein hera. | bva in Gandardale and | own property in ME Olva. Y have o childian In schoal.

First, [ am all for o and | woulkd rot oppos: School System, The two things | woukl oppose are any new o W Furd this ies and annexing Mt Ova

1T the tExes that are already being colledad would follow the stiderts énd go B e Gardendale School Systém, then any shortoomrgs Should b based on @ User Tes So, if & Tamily ving in Gerdandale or ML Dlive has chidran, then thay woull have b pay @ User Te2 when thair childran
antered inko tha Gardersdale System, Parants coild usa tha Child Tax Credit that thay recieva from Uncke Sam for the usar fee.

Any naw tax on any resdents without chikdren in the system would be “waalth radistrbution”, would it not?

A far 6 annesand ME D, Simply no. 11, well sort of, “The Last Fromber” . 1 would rathar ses ME OF than 522 L by Or worse, "0 * Dnver iked that placs anyway.

Bt L &m Tar new idss, factua) shidies and heslthy debate
0, M LT

AN S04 M U T

E [l bt & Wilnom Don't like e impicaton of "waakh redutabution,” The sn't e Obare plen, Everybaedy who (vestwonk shoos in efTanon Cotnty s firding tha oounty school sisten enyway,

SN 521 M T

E i both 7 Wilson .., whether thay hava children or rot,

reidhing, Al Sccesal ¥ e T mucally footen o froen naading & model property B 18w reflss & nyest in our Gomenunity, Birs wil b ro cmenunity (oL

a: Dawid Saltars M. Moon, | fepact ynnr anon anu | Wy gl Ihut \m ol tha cscumson. Haras g on s Gaidertdala ik 1o propety e Whsthar ik s oty Schoois of ey seeices, o olfier conmen Ui of filrds, Jist eemembeai thet you can't get somathing for
ety B

2013 521 1M UTE

Thits Woukl (e proparty valiies in both ot and (& woukl sarvs tha many daserarg sticent whis rosde in ML Olive.
13 5200 M U1

E Dot Salters An ragarciog ML Qv 1INk Yoy descripbion i an aceursts one, 1 final fronter, | nappe s (o tat way about both Gerdencaleand ME O, | Do both can wod iogethar on tis, | ik i a Gee at MO rosconts Wil ks e wey oF T, and that's m s

PRI S0 M LT

H Ahmhely Barmes Sogroved Mosk paopk o not rilize tal Gerdendia 0 rof v 8 oty property G This dity and B at & Wy ried. | am gritly sirs e smillie Bwns ik raffond havid cly proparty

m Diavld Salers Bakaly, #kin ML Clivi knows AL you can't gt simnething Tor rothing, MO rabdants pay & propaety G 1 fund Bhar firddapt.
1 Bt M L

b wiel Laim rot sayrd | woikl navar b in fevar of s bt Ehink there stolel oot ba 6 ik 1o i MO without ielly keowing i Bara may be olfier options.
0/ 15NE G0 M UTE

n Amy Glbbs Solira Mr. Salbars, ( rilly wWoukl chingi Our Wl oF Litk, 1 ietw T 08 Dggar Ehan ey own parsoeal saws, UL MO e i D Ry oo 1o i Most Gardsrdala riscints gisien 10 Chink, What's the g deil®1 Soery DULIES persral and & viry g dil tome Wik

Michael Mook §arn Acutay Awar of i 10w B dructies Ribee Wiy 0o wil Bk | v haed? 1 Rave Tianchi im others SSiRs that pay §12,000-§105 000 per yisie in progirty G, My ol o Semp, (86 Working rivw Wth This ureent Gio struciee 17 iEein be Rncid wilkur 8 e
m Iy, ten | for it 17 noR thie e it e s,

1 iy $2k450 par ol incries B ot o lob i sonma peopls, but hat is huga o seme ol thi sdedy peogks in e comminity hatar on.a fued incoms

Soenidnis rantan s Bt Cullmidn, % on @ Uiir T i, 16 RaL ris? Whiy not splon that modd?

Yool g gt senathind for pothing, [rus, UL T you P 10 irdeie G B ey Stmething, thin i Bhal & Ivieg Defond onis masing,

“Thiarm riisads b & LOT of discisson, idsas and stielies cornpleted bafars anything heppers, Ara any of the sl offiods on boand?

Whiat aia tha specilic, Tactual probierm with the schook?

Cor wa gt a It ol mses that riseel b e adel s ?

1 tiarsirrlair SiEnG 48 te Graduation in 2001, ard Dr, VRGEs (53] Wik DGt hotw muich Schaimhip rmey hid besdn o o GHS, Soundial o ma [ sverything Wi o grét.
M T

9/ 15013 &

David Salters Michae, please ravew tha sample fes ity stidy on the home pege Thatis a good exenple of what we're 25dng o be mmpstad. Ibwoukl be conductsd by a thind-party expsrt who fias absolutsly no bes one way or another. And |et me add that things ars NOT, warking
Ly Eriy mEENS, NOW. Are YoU L 0 Speed reganding Our SChOMS? You menbonid That fou hake n kits in School, | fear thal many Who &< not Tamilar With the desperale siEban, may be whisting past the graveysnd.

9157 & {Tis

Michaal Moon I'r wiling & |sten.,.. the childran are our future
S0, 11l ask agan.

‘What are sp20rc, facilal issles/ problers?

) 15/013 6507 UTC

Jennifer Moare Cvercrowding due o Mo Child Left Behird which impairs studenlibeacher ratn. Teacher cuts enth yaar fram tha county, Making that fatio evan worss,

B ER

My question 5, shoukl you be eble o banefi from tha postves that mma out £iEIF you a2 not supportrg &2 Wil you forgo your ncraasad property valie and improvament in comminity snce you are rot"using" the schoal?

Tam 50 W Y0u Amy. T Want B9 kesp MEONve 5 & a5 long 26 possible. 1522 no enalis (0 beng 2 partof tha iy limis,
Q1512 650 P UTE

David Salters 1, Our | have to pay hurdreds of dollars par yeer in s that aran't paid for by Qur teachers must pay mud mors than Bhat out of ther own pocket
2. Without finded Classrooms, we @rmot attract the best Bachams.

3, Qur testsoores ara far Wwo kew and it hurts our students' chardes b advance in ther academic futire.

4, We aré LSmg DUses 1D Bransport non-reSadents nbo our Schools (WENOUE A001onal Furling) from & far awey 85 Center
5. Wi CANnOE SMract new resden 15 DEcESs oUr Schonls are rated o los.

6, Our childran haven't bean on fiald trip in yaars bacause JefCold saﬂlwllnu

7. & ook around & oUr community Sporing events, our churches are g our A look infDy 0y SChools, And o'l S22 Something totally diffrent.
Q512 712 PR UTC

B

nE{Iere's you reditriition of wealth)

Dennis L. Gamble Mt oive could take over Gardandals by blotk voting, Mbalive folks stick togethier ard may puta naw mayor in thara, | have had kids graduating from Geale for the lest 10 y=ars, ol colage grads or in college, | had rather pay for supples than tExes. New rasklants are
oM 1 every day. [ Rave sold raal eatate here and no One ever knocked the school or (251 scores, Chratan schools o home schooling mey be &n opbon.
162 T8 A (TC

Michael Moon @ Jerinifer
Yes, 1 Would forge @ny intreesed property valie i e peying @ higher progerty G

If &fiis 15 notacompisnad in @ well thought out, methodcal way, then itoouk fiava tha potential of bankrupting the oy, How would thoss property valies ok ther?
Plaasa don't miss urdarstand me | raaly have no issie with higher tazes per-say but the spending has B stop. Wa have to pay down debt before any naw s,

T Wil by 6y I, R Gllﬂ;ndllﬁ‘ S R T TN o0, Wit Tha Qrowth in FUIDneiale, herd & Crrantly 0l dndl DORULEEGN 10 Bkl Sryteg Ehal Would gandata th M s nised 10 fem & Gaedsrdile Schonl Systar. Mayl Gamaday with e Noctharn Balway, BUT T RV badn
Fering about thet for 3 yees.

1 hawes oty bl sippanet g adueation. Wal, | IRink beschises stk b paid 80,000 pe year,

Senily e ety Gt probkn o rol o s @roblam, W nised i Bckras thi root ciusd,

I Py cinioe (8 liets Al homs, L@ TV e, [0k avay B vidi garmis, Bheaw Ehis ol phoris in Rk Mk kidSdo ther hoemiwork s Stoo Rarding out fed good rabans for Just parbcipating, T you you coempale, you win or o Go homiand ry sgain anothir day. Constantly
Arying o pacily ks is 8 Ruge part of the probiem

0 WA 12T M UTE

ﬂ .hu-lhr Mo re Obc oncs b, Ui 6 only & TacENoding rsson. Thers s ro Rierm in Qette (R full soope of informalion ded @ sl rol oost you & dima.

[ MU

ﬂ Michnel Moon Agrisad, wilh Bhe aceplion (AR 8wl cost, | iy e weiog, bt | would guass that Nabasber siudy Wi ro8 chaip.
Arignna on hara krow what that cost?
Bt e ehoice o do o faasbiity stuch s up i e slachsd offioels, | vust ther judgarnant on that meua,

YA 2014 M UTY

1 David Solters | agris, Jonnifor.

dark and daprossing hola and watch es Gardandalu grows end prospars. Ragardiess of what has pona on in Fultoneals our dety s use eround e comee

LI TP B T

n Mist] Sanderson Boachle Mchs| wour AT of Gardinclils's $hip R 6L he dock & ot only Shour BUL S B mi Hack I aviryon R INAL AERUCE s WOUIK navie i @ngreii of anly kil ho irl 106 Systord BOIR OF r secormhahemien (5 of Any kindl Go erasl Iack in your

Jonnifer Moore M, MGAIN thi Fasisiry stucy Wil not oot YOU & demea S0 What coes th oot of L mattea?

) WA 3 M LT

m Michaal Moon Msti, | aooiogize | 1 offended deyor 108 1UGE my Current Ve on tirgs, §hops P weang ard you ari et TIDe el 80 ooms on R and sy | wis weoed. 1085 dons S T poauitn biss naoed e i wpoort i©anthis me 00 tea sudy and wis wil ke

Mictkaal Moo | ko UAL therd i ALOT maris 0 1 &GU#L0n, IR herd 1 4 Sripahot of WAL LAm réferring W... | g
alr-umw)uunm..amamwwlmm.m-\wmmmw ! Taakiicty s = hBem .y ol ininel_yos fil st cl i E il e LS Al = el = falti
Ftim i cansus. govf/ O HGE. e

Jonmifer Moo re &l i M Taiklality Study SEEles (i nob Tk than (L wonT i dona. Shaly county schools acd in much ballie ships han RTarkon cunly.
o/ 1Z 850 FW UTC

David Salters Michael, 2low me raterats that your opinons ére valued, and I'm gled that you and Mr. Gemble heve partpated. T'm aiso glad o report that most residents. hawen't given Lp on Gardendale, Most residents are wiling o invest thar time, dollers, and &nergy in oUr community.
It's your right, ard Mr. Gamble's right bo have your opnions. Mr, Gamble hes akeady sad that he has ro vision for Gardendale, and | se= thatin your words Gandandale's ship has saled'. [ vas wamed that this mavermnent woukd face ressterce from thosa with wours ard M. Gambis's
mindeet. aulwe're ot giving up. Im ot giving Lp on our community. And ZRhOUGH you're nt, Trm very willg [ MiQhE B0 the very end befors § 2ver tter thoss type of words Sbout my community.

I Donnis L Gamble | said | tust elected officials for a vision. | woukl not be where | am todey without visons. Maybe | have laamed i make decsons besard on facts 2 it faster than same.
12 9-11 C
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- Dannis L. Gamble Comect, T have no vision, T leave it o those elected to lead the city in wise dedsions and vsions. Evaryone has thoughts and wishes but the |eadership has 1o take charge. Fringe movements waste time, money and resources. Nothing tas changed in gandendale since
e U.Elatmldy conduded brmse people I trust. Well, maybe il has, less @xes mileded and lower property values. Let me know when the city gets on board.

ﬁ Case: 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017 Page: 89 of 126
Tim Bagwell Stay tuned, Dennis,

2017 946 PM UTE

o,

. David Salters Yes, our property values have decreased, And ey will continie (o decrease wiholt & oty school system (thal s & statistical csrainty ), Tmagine what will happen [0 our property valles when parents of school-a02 children fave fad enoligh and lesve the dty? Just ook o
Center Pount for the answer [ that question, The peogie In Center Point, Roebuck, and Huffman also refused 1o take action, You see how that worked out for them
9, 129:56 PM UTC

I pennis L. Gambie S0 the tue resson s s 1 stater before, make Gamendaks so expensive anly Aich white folks can atford 1o ke here.
= 12 1000 PM LITC

E David Uptain T have no chue how B ok me got brought into such an educated dsoussion] Y'all smart peogie figure this ouL. A long as ths doesn't ffiect the pice of Micheioh Usr at the Toshouse and yal refer o me as the “Grand Wizard™ of beer drinking, I'm inll|
o202 1016 FM LT

s David salters Dennis, your ablllly o make wikl assumotons s quite enterainmg. IF you ans sfemng these s a racal motve, you're not listening. T don't @re vwho ves hers as long as they contribute, that inchudes me and you. You're Bely not aware that non-resident students are
lnmzasm; ata aBmull; e in our schonds. Those students do not costnbute finandally. They mnsume the msouces of our schools, oor eaders and owr resident students, then go home. [ weicome those students, bot they'll nead to move to Gardendale or pay a imnsfer [2e. Make sensa®
PR LT

- Dennis L. Gamble S, as long as you ane satsfed the rest can suffer financaiy and you don't cane, They @n pst go fnd them another school,
o 12 10532 PM LITC

i David Salters 5o, o be dear Mr. Gamide, you ane hapgy with the way tngs an?
12 40035 PM LITC

Michael Moon & Dawnd

ﬂ T'rn NOT geving up on Gamdendale, T am adually probably one of the most progressive hnking people vou would ever want o meet. What 1 am saymg s that rissed a HUGE with the that has tahen place in Fulioadake. When T llved on Chester Sprngs
R T b & vision for wanting o get developers 1o develop the West side of 1-65 from Fisldssown Road 10 Wakers Chaped Road, OF oourse TdidnT have Facebook ack then, b the few m*limmm’lmnrm have: that miach raffic in e nesghborhood . Let me be ciear, Tam not
@ developer nor do 1 have the contads IF was ot an |dea that 1 iossed around, Regrettably, T wished T had ran with €.

AR T sayg & that the opporiunity for those sakes @x doars are gone, Wil their be more growts m the future? Absolutely, But & wll tke tme for the population base 1o grow enough 10 SUEo0 Hat growih belore any deveingers will invest the money,

Make no mistake, 1 arm for groweh, but (F my memory serves cormectly) when Rty Tuesday's had o puta sagn oot fronk that they were apoiying for @ sguor license then T knew we were moving ovard ata snals pace and |E was gomg (o be & very Sl progression,

Argain, when they announced they gaing 1o build th off of | Road, the folks on Cluster Sorings wanted my support 1o try and siog &, My response was simple. 1 s nat my land . The owner an buid whal aver they want,

I knevws v o of Phillps. Just racently, they built a new Dofar Genaral on F i Prillps. The: tried o zome Lhe adjacent lol commercal so Lthat the store and parking lot would be bgger and safer. Thems was such a public outrage thal: the cily would not zone & Agam, my
attitude was it s not my &nd, the ovmer can build what they vant, Tadually spoke m favor of 2oning it commercal so that it vowd be safer mgress and eoress, unlile it s now, My vafe and [ were the onfy two at the mestmg m favor of 2oning it mmmencal. But it s done and in the hstony
books. Then them was an &ffort to cose the East side of Phillips Drva just becase a Dollar Geneml was being built, even though & cosld have Been built on mome land and faced Fialdsiown. 1 opposed doseg Philps.

Hopefully with the mew City Canler it will aliract some bussesses other Lhan fast Tood ora bank. Mayos Phelps wanis Gandendale to secreed as do T and anyone else who bves b, And God Bless hem for trymg, but he has a uphill dimb. It wil happen, @ will @ke time. But i success is going

10 comme theen one his Do be wilng (0 live nest o something that tey may not ke, T respectfully ask that you not try and pretend o know me without @ing o me, PR me and Tl be hapey ogive you my numbes and we can disouss £, 18 bay the coffiee a1 WH, Or befter yed 8 cold one at
Ruly Tuesday's,

Now, back on sulgect, & frend of mine and T were discisseg thes yestemday and he had 3 great ides. Wy not fom @ Nosth Jelferson School Destrict. From Fultondale o Comer 1o Warmos. That wiould encompess & b more peopie and 8 lof moe fEx dolars for fundeng. st thought fmm &
Triend and T thouwght & wizs & good one. But Tam a8 for doing a feasibilicy soedy,

i PM LT

I Dennie L. Gambile 1 say form the City of Nodth Jefferson covering the same ama,
e B LITEC

i David Salters @Micdaal, PM cming your way, It woud be my pleasure.
2012 1126 PM UTC

| Jennifer Moore T sull don't understand how anyone can have an opinion Br or aganst without having al of the relevant Bctual information, Twant o know why & would be good, why It wousd be bad, hows will it affect me, how will i not affect me, who will it burt, who Wil it helg? You can't
please all of the people &l of the time, Bt the key to ignorance s not even bothering t find out
9f17/2012 12:07 M UTC

&7 Holly Eskew Fryar I have not seen one productive thing here, This comment string can go untl infinity but posting feasibany studies from other munidpalities and amgung about the overcrowdng of cassrooms Is no substitution for collecting facts specfic i Gardendale. T can go up to the
sd'mla\dnounth:lsmyslelbuttr\atdnslﬂumideamuctuleofmpmsandmnswmatsl:emgdsussed A feasibility study spedific to Gardendale HAS o be done. Tim Bagwell do you know f the oty has hired or plans to hire a 3rd party company to do a study?
9173012 1:47 ¢

ﬁ Tim Bagwell Still dmlupmg Holty.

QA7012 22 A
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{"id":"1052528431473363","name":"Kristy Spann"},
{"id™"10207684023490006","name":"Kelli N Shannon Wyatt"},
{"id":"10207989491167137","name":"Chris Lucas"},
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There are a number of people who are discussing the possibility of forming a
Gardendale school system. There are a benefits to such a proposal, such as true
local control over our schools and the accompanying prospect for higher
academic achievement and greater flexibility, better control over the geographic
composition of the student body, protection against the actions of other
jurisdictions that might not be in our best interests, the real prospect of higher
property values over the longer term, a brand spanking new high school which
would become ours should we form the school system, etc. A consultant to
Alabaster in their efforts along these same lines indicated that with our
population base, it is certainly feasible. There are likely some challenges and
pitfalls as well and they would need to be studied and addressed. For example,
Message we probably need Mt. Olive to come along, and that would involve annexation
(and as a proud Mt. Olive native, this takes some thinking through). If we drop a
good number of students in a move, that would have ramifications on the
education money we get and that could affect teachers. So there are pros and
cons. I've formed a discussion group (Gardendale City Schools) and there may
be others floating around as well. I'm hardly ground zero on this issue, others
have been working on this, and most of us are aware that this has been
considered before. Now may be the time, or maybe after everybody kicks it
around it won't be. At any rate, I think it is something that a lot of folks I have
spoken with seem to be eager to explore, and getting people talking about it and
thinking about it is the first step in deciding if the prospect is right for this

community.
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To Gardendale City Schools
29 likes: Rhonda Horton, Allyson Abernathy Estes, Kelli Hendrix Burdette, Keeli
Nelson, Kay Taylor, Stacy Abernathy Stephens, Jennifer Breeland Lindholm, Shea
Miller, Leann Williamson Walker, Dana Tidmore, Kenya Lavender Marshall,

Likes Sharon Ryder, Terri Argent Fowler, Jeff Harding, Misty Traffica, Kelli Kirk Harper,
Rashida Barnett Reese, Dana Hill, Kristy Spann, Kelli N Shannon Wyatt, Chris
Lucas, Adam Berendt, David Salters, Tina Sciara Florence, Tammy Montgomery
Foshee, Tina Hale Bruce, Misti Sanderson Boackle, Noel Nichols and 1 other
people like this.

UpdatedTime 9/16/2012 10:12:30 PM

CreatedTime 9/12/2012 11:03:54 AM

UserName Tim Bagwell

Scan Target Id 2895658545

Account Id 100008163378822ZPublicInformation

UserID 1187233317962735
https://scontent.xx.fbcdn.net/hprofile-xtpl/v/t1.0-

Userlmage 1/p50x50/12009711_1111781372174597_8339937489843653778_n.jpg?
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S David Salters — Gardendale City Schools
& Here's al.com's report from last night's coundl meeting. http://blog.al.comy/spotnews/2013,/07/10-mill_property_tax_proposed.html7utm_source=twitterfeediutm_medium=twitter

10-mill property tax proposed for possible Gardendale School System
bleg,al.com

Councilman Blake Guinn - "We'll do everything we can to make it happan but ultimately it will b2 up to the people to fund it."

23 likes: Jimmy Bo Caradine, Sharon Wilson, Jessica Lynn Ingle, Kristie Cupps, Leanne Hughes Carter, Rian Whalen, Jan Friday Howell, Elzabeth Z Wilson, Linda Fox Kent, Joanna Currington,
Sand| Kennamer Henley, Knsta Rucker Carroll, Phuong Lam, Lanna Lenelr Hickman, Tara Schillaci Salters, Tim Bagwell, Kim Brewis-Wilson, Kris Marshall, Blakely Barnes Segroves, Blake Guinn,
Tamara Jenkins Quick, Lauren Russell Townes and 1 other people like this.

16 comments.

Laura Slovensky Hollis IF you do not want to annex Mt. Olive that's fine. But If you do not indude our scheal this will have such a negative Impact on our whole community! Our
property Values will drop and our kids will suffer! Plus Gardendale s worried about providing services to our community but will continue to appreciate Mt Olive residents who work, play
and shop In Gardendale!

7 013 2:36 AM UTC

Benny McDonald How can Gardendale Include your school without annexing It? Mt Olive people are not wllling to pay what it costs to effectively run a system that works, that's
=8 apparent. They have said every nasty thing they could think of about our city, yet some want the benefits a would-be system would provide. Services for free? [ think not. Let them keep
thelr rural ways. The children will be educated as such.

7 (13 6:52 AM LT

Laura Slovensky Hollis Rural ways sir? Everyane In mt olive dees not ride four wheelers. T would be happy to be annexed Into Gardendala (n ordar to be Included In the new schoal
system. However Gardendale is saying our taxes would not be warth providing service to our community, So I do not see anyone moving the shenff substation, so et U go to school
without annex and (f we have to pay an annual due so be |t

v, U13 1158 AM UTC

Dusty Leslie Giles Wow how rude of Benny.... Laura you are correct, I live in a neighborhood that looks Just like my Grandmothers on North Rd and nobody drives 4 wheelers... My
daughters teenage frends who live in Gardendale come out to the dump aréa fo ride their 4 wheelers and pick up trucks with their parents... so | guess Gardendale people are just as
"Rural" as we are. | do not understand the hostility at all! Gardendale and Mt. Olive is literally the same community with a freeway separating it... in some areas because the Gardendale
line comes all the way to Shady Grove Rd. now and also Gardendale has taken avery epportunity as new constructien and subdivision that go up te annex little portions of ML Olive. Your
right we pay all of our sales taxes mainly in Gardendale.... so if we are so unwanted maybe all of Mt Olive should start shopping in Fultondale at Winn Dixie and Target and eat at the
restaurants and fast food they have there and |2t Fultondale reap the benefit of this "rural community”. People this is how petiy this issue is becoming and its so sad!

71372013 1:45 PM UTC

David Wolford Benny...Services for free? We already pay a 10 mil property tax...Don't judge all of MEOIIve by a vocal few. Just as T won't judge Gardendale by your comments,
013 1:47 PM UTC

Benny McDonald At 10 mills I'll vote no. It will take more. And not to mention the way Alabama as a state funds its schools is a disgrace. We still have that problem-the regressive tax
structure that Is stifing education everywhere in Alabama. When you register a kid in high school, there will be the same "Donabions” "Fees”, etc. Bet on that. IF's an attempt to make up
for what the state and county isn't giving to the education system. It's a far larger problam than a yes or no vote on a school system.

7/1s) 2:47 AM UTC

'L David Salters Benny, What makes you think it will take more than ten mills? Have you reviewed the feasibllity study or ndependent study conducted by Carr, Riggs, & Ingram?
211 p

L3 2:50 AM UTC
Benny McDonald Establishing and starting a system...not a big problem. I'm talking long-term funding. But hey, If at 10 mills the "fees and donations” go by the wayside and the schools
are fully funded, and I emphasze fully, you may have me sold. I'd consider voting yes.

3:13 AM UTC

711413

., David Salters I would guess that supplemental funding (fees and donations) will always be around. Most school systems create a foundation which acts as a fund-raising arm for the
system. Even Vestavia and Mt. Brook do supplemental fund-raising. IF anyone promises you that we will never see supplemental fund-ralsing, they're likely uninformed. Nevertheless, our
ten mill local property tax will get us where we need to be,

7/14/ 3:19 AM UTC

Benny McDonald I hope that's the case, David. Thank you for the feedback.
74/ 3 741 AM UTC

April Beep What about the kids that come from Brookville those coming from Brookside and Republic? Keep in mind when that interstate hits how it will build up. Understand ME Olive is a
great community et but what not the other smaller communities that have been zoned for Gardendale since the 60s.... [ see its a great opportunity but [ feel it's robbing other kids a
great education. Also in light over Hoovers announcement not ko run the buses does that show light on this situation... It's Hoover! If they are struggling etc how can we expect
Gardendale won't have that same thing happen in the future?

19/2013 &:25 Abt UTC

119y

contend. This creates an enormous financial cost to operate thelr school buses, Hoover also has a very low participation rate on its bus routes. Because of the large geographical area and
loks of near-empty busses, Hoover's per-child cost for bussing Is astronomical. It makes very good sense that they reallocate the bussing dollars back into the academic curriculum. Bussing
only affects a small percentage of Hoover's students, Academics affect 100% of the students. Furthermore, this case is a great example of a school board having the ability to make the
best decsion for |ts community. As It stands, Gardendale has no authonly nor sbllity to make decsions about Its educational systern. Feel free to ask our principals thelr thoughts about
current bussing nto and out of Gardendale schools. Ask our principals about double bus routes (whare our students have to wait at school until an availlable bus travels to Center Point,
drops off those kids, then retums to Gardendale and picks up another load of kids).

/19420 58 P LITE

ai David Salters Hoover covers a massive land base, much |arger than does Gardendale. Hoover strefches from Bessemer to Calera, and it has many jagged boundaries with which to

April Beep No reason to glve me a |ecture about bus ebe I just asked... I wenlt to GHS and did my time. All I see right now s excuses to rob Kids out of a good school that s amazing at
education. We should have a solution so the Kids that have been golng to Gardendale that are 2oned for it and not their because of a falled school should still be able to attend is my
concem. [ do notwant my child forced to go to Minor anyone else in the same situation would feel the same.

7/18/2013 4:42 PM UTC

Elizabeth Z Wilson "Hoover [s not happening” anymore. There are places In Hoover whera I'd really rather not shop unless iFs my only option. Why would Tony Petelos leave Hoover to
go to work for Jefferson County? The county Is In horrible shape. But apparently he thought |t was better than staying In Hoover. I thought his dacision to leave Hoover was odd
especially If [t was supposed to be so wonderful, | woukdn't compare Gardendale to Hoover. And with any change thera are going to be growing pains, Nobody said this would be easy. If
|t were easy, everybody would be doing it, There will always be a price to pay, Many Gardendale residents have come together to say that they are willing to pay that price for our
children and thelr education. IF I've learned anything in life, "You get what you pay for." That's why people pay higher prices for name brand items versus off brands. It's about QUALITY.
There |s also the issue of what price are youl willing to pay |n order to grow... either personally (Individauls) or corporately (as a cty). IF I want to grow personally [n my own career [k may
require more education... which will require that [ pay the price... for books, fees, college tuition, Bime away from family. If the cost to me is too high then | can choose not to grow or
maove forward. Residents of Gardendale are coming together to say, "we will pay the price, even If [t hurts™ because these are much larger issues at stake... namely our children.

7/19/2013 7:44 PM UTC

excellent schools. They pay taxes in the county for educational services they will never use, but they do so because they are so much more concerned about their children's education
that they have chosen to take on the task of education on their own shoulders and wallets. I have many friends whe home school and deeply appreciate what they are willing to do for
their children. I'm honestly net sure I could do it myself. It is a daunting task. Like I said earlier... it's all about what price you are willing to pay for your children to have the education you
desire for them.

E Elizabeth Z Wilson Oh! And while I'm at it, let's not forget the families whe have chosen to home school their children even though they live in Jefferson County and have access to
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7/19/2013 8:13 PM UTC

Benny McDonald David-@ggg:oT?gI%gg[s SE”Bﬁaéa‘]ﬁ"% EFDCUBS/T I‘/E@T.’7his shpé@@?pgﬂ_atﬁp??g funded system, It's [Ike a pseudo tuition

system in a public school.
7/30/2013 4:47 AM UTC
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{"likes":{"count":23,"data":[{"id":"1004130276329749","name"."Jimmy Bo
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{"id""1295141117168003" "name":"Elizabeth Z Wilson"},
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{"id":"10206154135189340","name":"Sandi Kennamer Henley"},
{"id":"10209122994457853","name":"Krista Rucker Carroll"},
{"id":"1213596625334441" "name":"Phuong Lam"},
{"id":"10208257096932723","name":"Lanna Lenoir Hickman"},
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{"id":"10153199610116021","name":"Lauren Russell Townes"}]},"commenters":
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Here's al.com's report from last night's council meeting.
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To Gardendale City Schools
23 likes: Jimmy Bo Caradine, Sharon Wilson, Jessica Lynn Ingle, Kristie Cupps,
Leanne Hughes Carter, Rian Whalen, Jan Friday Howell, Elizabeth Z Wilson, Linda

Lilkss Fox Kent, Joanna Curringtnon,‘Sandi Kennamer Heﬁley, Kristg Rucker Carroll,
Phuong Lam, Lanna Lenoir Hickman, Tara Schillaci Salters, Tim Bagwell, Kim
Brewis-Wilson, Kris Marshall, Blakely Barnes Segroves, Blake Guinn, Tamara
Jenkins Quick, Lauren Russell Townes and 1 other people like this.
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#% David Salters — Gardendale City Schools

Supt. Stephen Nowlin: No help for Fultondale High in near term
njeffersannews.com

In his first few weeks as the superintendent of the Jefferson County Schools, Dr, Stephen Nowlin has discoverad what many In the system have known fo

'f:U 5/10/2013 2:27 PM UTC
9 likes: MikeandKristie Coffey, Melinda A Woods, Ashleigh Garvich, Allison Christina Horton, Heather Richardson, Robbie Phillips, Jenny Freihage, Misti Sanderson Boackle and 1 other people like
this.
14 comments.

Misti Sanderson Boackle Thanks for posting David.
5/10/2013 2:48 PM UTC

5/10/2013 4:08 PM UTC

“ Amee Brown Donald Why Is It falr that those kids are allowed to bus over here because their schools are too small and overcrowd ours?
W Ronnie Guin Interesting at how full the schools are. This might end back up to the county moving some students and schools?? Future county decisions on the horizon??
5/10/2013 4:08 PM UTC

B5, Tim Bagwell I and others have edited this thread.

With regard to nobody In particular, unless you have specific factual information about racial motivation on the part of someone else here, think twice before you hit the post button when
it comes to racism. Blanket allegations of that sort will be deemed a personal attack and deleted, I'm not saying every question about race is invalid, I am saying that simpfy making a
charge that racism is the reason for something just because you think it might be is going to be a problem. That kind of thing only serves to poison the discussion. Basically, the level of
discourse we seek to have here is that we would expect in a face-to-face conversation with our neighbor. If it can't be said in that manner, then I am sure there are other groups on
Facebook that cater to a lesser level of discussion.

This is not about race, it Is about doing the best we can for our community and all members thereof, regardless of their skin color.
5/10/2013 9;22 PM UTC

| Jenny Freihage What I take from this article is that there Is a shortage of space in Jefferson county, limited funding for correction if this shortage, and if we do not have our own school
b system we will have little, If no local influence on how this issue is addressed. If I remember correctly, fultondale did not want to be split up last time this came up. They wanted to stay
where they are. I cannot blame them. that Is what community Is all about. Fultondale s at the mercy of a large system with |ittle say so on the matter just as Gardendale Is part of that
same system. So why not have local control If we are able to support our own system in Gardendale? I am ready to hear the facts next Tuesday to see how we can get do this.

5/10/2013 §:39 PM UTC

Doug Roberts Amee, please don't make it sound [lke that.
5/10/2013 9:48 PM UTC

too small, I simply asked what was fair about overcrowding our schools, It's creating the same problem they, according to that comment, are trying to escape, That is all,
5/10/2013 9:52 PM UTC

Jessica Lynn Ingle I wish we could go ahead & get our own school system before summer because I really do not want to send my child to minor for summer school. She will have to
drive herself to both sessions & I do not understand why our students cannot go to the schools aver hear. Sorry for the rant, just frustrated.

“ Amee Brown Donald Doug-her argument inftially, was that It wasn't falr that the 1/3 of our students who are not Gardendale residents deserve a place to go because their schools are
5/10/2013 10:35 PM UTC

for this a couple years ago & still has the issue of money to make it happen. So it will take majority voting yes & any other cities wanting to join the adventure, But all I ask you guys to do
[s research everything you are told, because the good & bad needs to be saw by all before this will work & then NO excuse that all facts weren't shown from day one. We all need to learn
never just take anyone's word or report, mast people have a computer & use [t to check other citles that has this, it's all public records. Just don't want anyone to make a mistake just
because that person says its true, government is government at any level, Please understand I'm not saying anyone is hiding anything but the way people see things or read things aren't
the same & no one agrees 100 percent of the time, just check all facts given to insure something wasn't over looked,

Melinda A Woods Jennifer not over night & number one will be the money. The city can vote yes, but the money will be the Big thing like any change to any dity. Alabaster voted yes
gt

Thank you for letting me speak openly.
5/11/2013 12:09 AM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle Melinda not you or I are experts or authorities on this subject so anything you say is strictly guessing and speculation so I suggest we all wait to get the facts
from the experts.

5/11/2013 12:42 AM UTC

Melinda A Woods Knew you had to make a comment Misti & maybe your facts will be corrected, Never daimed to be & I'm very sure your not a expert or know what you reading. Your
[ssue [s with me & has NO business being aired here, Once again your trying to push my buttons & bring others Into the [ssue you have with me,

5/11/2013 1:08 AM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle No just saying let experts give the facts! I have no fssue with you. I just simply think there should be no speculation and guessing.
5/11/2013 1:17 AM UTC

MikeandKristie Coffey More reason to break away and stand on our own. For every falling school within the county the children have to be placed In another Jefferson Cty school .
Poor leadership produces bad choices = bad conseguences

Mike
5/11/2013 3:26 AM UTC
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=% Tim Bagwell — Gardendale City Schools
M Those of you that attended the meeting, what did you think? [ thought that David and Chris did a very thorough job, and I was also very pleased to see the level of discourse remain high.

4/23/2013 2:42 AM UTC

14 likes: Melinda A Woaods, Carrie Malone Moore, Sharon Ryder, Amee Brown Donald, Cathy Tuggle Maple, Cheryl Best Reed, Tamara Jenkins Quick, Robbie Phillips, Richard Stephens, Jenny
Duncan Franks, Jenny Freihage, Becky Freeman Ryder and 2 other people like this.

277 comments.

E LeAnna Brown Any big announcements?

4/23/2013 2:43 AM UTC

Susan E Payne Gardendale does not need to annex Mt. Olive.
013 2:46 AM LT

Jason RM Tim, I missed tonight but will be at the next one. Can't wait!
4/23/2013 2:49 AM UTC

Susan E Payne | suppose my Ignorance does not allow me to understand the anger In this situation.

2013 2,52 AM UTC

Raobbie Phillips [ moved to Mt Olive so my kids could go to Gardendale, That's the way |t has been for a while, If I wanted the to go to Jordan I would move to Kimberly. I think Jordan s
& good school but T would not want that commite,

4/23/2013 2:55 AM UTI

Robbie Phillips I think |t has been a good move to bring this up now Instead of when the feasibility study comes out. It allows the community to get organized and educated on what is to
come. | would like to see the school system happen without losing all of the freedoms we have in Mount Olive, Hopefully there s a happy medium without the future of the community
suffering.

;13 3521 AM UTC

ERINQ

@

Tracy Orr Calvert @Victor, would you llke to Ive in Center Point or Adamsville? Wake up, [t's doser than you may think, | encourage you to nde around those areas, maybe even Pinson
or Huffman and think about how quickly an area's demographics change. This s about a community wanting to pragress, not regress, Reality.

A/23/2043 3:37 AM UTC

Tim Bagwell It's not going to work that way Mr, Smith. There are & number of issues (n terms of federal oversight that still apply to Alabama, as well as simple economics, that wil
affectively limit transfars, Thare are two types of public school systems in Alabama: county and municipal, Thare (s ne In-batwear), unfortunately.

I'm sorry you have such antipathy towards Gardendale. 1 grew up in Mt, Olive myself. | understand many of the valid concierms that wene courteously ralsed at thi meeting tonight by Mt
Olive folks, IF T still llved in ML Olive, I'd be concemed about the same thing. I think many of those concams have some middle ground where reasonable accommodation is possible. There
will also be some Issues where folks will have to decide If thelr objections outwelgh Lhe positives, and act accordingly.

But let me make this much dear: sending your kids to Jordan, fing school that it is, will eventually have an effect. It is a long drive to that school, it isn't a short drive to Corner, for that
matter. That has an effect on property values, 1 should know. If Gardendale does this on their own, and in my opinion they have the political will to do so, and the effect is positive for the
school system (and only one school system In the state has pulled away In the past several years and not expenenced overall iImproved academic achievement), the eventual effect will be
lower property values in Mt Olive.

3 3;39 AM UTC

BN Tamara Jenkins Quick Tim, | thought the meeting went very well, But the group needs to stay focused on the mission for a Gardendale school system. The people of Mt Olive need to
make their decisions and let them be known to their state |egislators and/or the Gardendale City Council, I do nat think the group needs to be bogged down with zoning fssues or
property/parsonal rights.

‘ 13 340 AM UTC

| Tim Bagwell No real big announcements, LeAnna, The feeling seems to be that there will be a positive recommendation on the basis of the present city limits alone, much |ess Mt. Olive,
That leads me to think that at the least this will go to a vate In terms of a ten-mil property tax If It Is needed. That would translate to about twelve bucks a months on a $165-5170K housa.

Tamara, good to see you there, There will basically be two separate organzations, ong made up of Gardendale folks, the other made of up Mt Olive folks. They each have their own jobs
to da if they want this to happen.

1:44 AM UTE

Victor Smith Tracy Orr Calvert No I dont want to [ive there, It Is a crap hole, hiat is why I live in MOUNT OLIVE, I do nat want to live in Gardendale either.
13 3:54 AM UTC

'
5u

Victor Smith Let me be clear, 1 do not care If Gardendale forms Its own sytem, I do not want to be forced Into ik 1 bought my house so my kids would go to Jordan and T went to Brag
and Gardendale,
4 13 356 AM UTC

[ Tracy Orr Calvert @Victor, one other thing to consider - based on the facts provided at tonight's meeting there are approx 800 sturdents who currently attend a school in the “gdale

@ arca” but do not live In the city of Gardandale; IF the city forms its own school system it will no langer be subject to Jeffersan County's redistribution of students who are zoned for falling

- © scheols BUT Jefeo will still be obligated to bus these 900 kids to another Jefeo school that is net failling - T think that's definitely something that could have an impact on your family ancl
schools IIke Comer and Jordan,

2013 3:59 AM UTC

Cheryl Best Reed oh, ok!
4/23/2013 4:06 AM UTC

Cathie Whitlock Morris | think there neads to be some "grandfathered in clauses® for those who have kids who go to M) and are happy there..... Or maybe the first fire district annex
in to Gdale and the other MO fire district down towards Sardls zong towards Bryan , NJ, and M.

2013 4:07 AM UTC

Victor Smith Why foree people to be a part of a town when they clearly bought a house not In a town. If you want to live In Gardendale then buy a house there.
I < 42 2013 4:09 AM UTC

Sk Tim Bagwell In terms of a time frame: some folks woulkd like to see this implemented for the 2014-2015 school year, but 2015-2016 may be as or more reallstic, As I understand it, once a
By new school system breaks away, those currently attending the school who are not going to be In the new school district can stay up to three years, That means an eighth grader and
quite pessibly a seventh grader would essentially not be affected by a school change in any case, If my math is right,

A4/23/2013 4:12 AM UTC

s Alicia Echeverry I am curlous as to how this will effect North Jefferson and Mortimer Jordan high school, T went through the Mt. Ollve and Gardencdale school systems - so 1 have
i nothing but respect for both, Yet, T chose to live In Morrls so that my children woulkd start Kindergarten with their classmates and end High school with those same dassmates - and for the
o great school system. Gardendale has so many feeder schools, and that was unappealing to me, 1 feel that if Mt, Olive doesn't annex, that will put an added burden on my school system.,
We have a small teacher to student ratio, | would hate to upset that balance. Thoughts?

47232013 4:14 AM UTC

Cathie Whitlock Morris According to tonight's meeting teachers would be protected under the state tenure law.

§ 4/23/2013 4:18 AM UTC

L Tim Bagwell That's a pretty valid thought, Ms. Echeverry. That's basically one of the same reasons a good many of the folks in Mt Olive who have kids in the Gardendale feeder system
have their antennae up about this. I've always viewed Mt. Olive and Gardendale as part of the same community, and a school Is a pretty important part of a community.

442372013 4:18 AM UTC
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' Cathie Whitlock Morris Wa send less than 10 fifth graders to N Jefferson,

VAREEERTTE caser 17-12338  Date Filed: 08/11/2017  Page: 101 of 126
l Victor Smith If they stay Cathle, has anyone asked any teacher IF they weuld?
4/23/2013 4:19 AM UTC

E Cathy Tuggle Maple We are trying to do this so we can take better care of our TEACHERS and our kids.

113 4:19 AM UTC

B Tim Bagwell That's just plain incorrect, Mr. Smith. The teachers do not lose tenure as a result of this. No staff has to change. And I have in fact asked quite a few teachers thelr
opinions about this, and their responses were wither positive or qualified support in almost every case.
4/23/2013 4:20 AM UTC

Cathie Whitlock Morris MOE teachers love MOE :} if they are given security [ doubt any would leave MOE. Most of the teachers live in the MO/ Gdale area,
5 2013 4:23 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple MOE teachers and staff are surrounded by parents who support them. Often parents have to fight the "system” just to get the basics.
4/ 113 4:25 AM UTC

Renee Kiley Conner McPherson [ think you will lose tenure. If you chose to move to Gardendale School System that is a choice. Jefferson County has to place you somewhers if you
chose to stay with them. So your tenure will start all over.
4/23/2013 4:26 AM UTC

BESE Tim Bagwell No, tenure will not start all over. It Is a state thing, not a county thing.

2013 4:27 AM UTC
Jason RM And the crowd goes wild! TR
4/23/2013 4:29 AM UTY

conversations until they do so by thelr cholce, As Cathie Whitlock Morris sald, many of our teachers are our nelghbors and have thelr own children in the Mount Ollve, Bragg and
Gardendale schools, We care enough about them as individuals to protect their job security with Jefferson County or Gardendale City.

1/23/2013 4:32 AM UTC

. Cathy Tuggle Maple Out of continued support and respect of our teachers, no list should be given, 1 am personally respecting each of them by not inviting them to join these groups or

2013 4:33 AM LT

' Cathie Whitlock Morris @ Renee .., | have counted 21 of our faculty/staff that livee in the N Jefferson area...what's your count?

| Renee Kiley Conner McPherson I am not sure the total number but It is & huge percentage. David sakl something to me after the meeting that led us to conclude that we Indead
would lose tenure and start over, Our years teaching wolld still count for retirement but tenure changes when you change systems,

1/2013 4:38 AM UTC

Victor Smith Why can you not answer my question?
| 4/23/2013 4:41 AM UTC

E David Uptain Victor, | agree with you on not wanting to be a part of Gdale. However demanding for a list of teachers names that may or may not be willing to come forward in support of
annex |s asinine,

312013 4:45 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple You should recognize the names of the teachers respending and willing to publicly participate In this discussion. Go grab a year book.
2013 4:48 AM UTC

PR Tim Bagwell Victor is no longer part of this discussion. This is not about tolerating disagreement. | tolerate disagreement all the time. This is about conducting ourselves like adults.
/23/2013 4:48 AM UTC

E Cathy Tuggle Maple Let's keep it productive.
4/23 14:48 AM UTC

E David Uptain And he said they were private conversations. Hence the reason their names will not be listed on a public social media network
; 2013 4:48 AM UTC

Tamara Jenkins Quick Mr. Smith, no one en this forum can "take’ anything from you. I would ask that you let your legislators know your feelings.
113 4:48 AM UTC

David Uptain Yeah, Tamara that always works....
4/23/2013 4:48 AM UTC

E Cathy Tuggle Maple The Mt. Olive Community meeting will be held in a cow pasture around a fire pit with a 10 gun salute.
4/23/2013 4:50 AM UTC

E Cathy Tuggle Maple and I say that proudly, 'cause I'm helping set the date, time and place, lol
2013 4:50 AM UTE

E David Uptain So we are meeting at Ragsdale's house?
o 4/23/2013 4:50 AM UTC

4/23/2013 4:51 AM UTC

' Cathie Whitlock Morris This teacher has a class to teach tomorrow ... I'm oul... Good night everyone :)

Sandy Cupps-Bittle What about the kids who need special needs.
4/23/2013 4:53 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple Sandy Bittle you mentioned that a while back and I am involved In this to make sure the special needs kids are not overlooked. One thing Is for sure, It can't get
E worse than it Is now with Jefferson County.

4/23/2013 4:55 AM UTT

Cathy Tuggle Maple For the supervisor of speclal ed to tell me that the only way my daughter could get what she needed was for us to pay more property taxes.....I asked her If she
@ wanted to compare tax statements,

4/23/2013 4:56 AM UTC

| David Uptain I can honestly say that I move to Mt Olive from Gardendale to be in the county. I have lived in this area all of my life and attenced all 3 schools in Gardendale. If my house
Is annexed Inte Gardendale, T will move.
4/23/2013 4:57 AM UTC

place to discuss his issues are with a Mt Olive forum and his legislators. For the record, [ also agree that MO residents should do all they can to keep the zoing, property and other rights
they have now. But, if there was an annex, that would be subject to zoning and other laws, and the City Council. Again, no one in the group that spoke tonight or with this forum have
that authority.

4/23/2013 4:59 AM UTC

H Tamara Jenkins Quick David, not saying it will work, but no one on this forum has any vote. I just think the conversation should be preductive, that was the intent of the forum. The
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David Uptain I know I've been a part of this group and read comments a while back, but for some reason (work, raising kids) can't remember What was the benefit of this school system
| V52 New one was. How it benefits me or my chikdren,
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David Uptain Someone tell me what is wrang with the way It |s right now.
f23/2013 5:01 AM UTC

Sandy Cupps-Bittle I feel we get a lot of help at Bragg buit If Gardendale forms their on school system it will not be that way. I work and I cannot send my chlld to Jordan or Corner that
is too far. I don't think yall are very understanding when it comes to our children. It seems you are only thinking about the Gardendale kids.

4/23/2013 5:02 AM UTC

E Cathy Tuggle Maple Sandy Bittie SPECIAL ED will improve under a municipal school system.

4/23/2013 5:03 AM UTC

4 AM UTC

E David Uplalll And if someone else mentions property values, I'm gonna come unglued and roll your yard

n Sandy Cupps-Bittle I wish Mt Olive had their own high school. My daughter will be in the Sth grade starting this fall. T would love to have a high scheol in Mt Olive.
i ..'-I.ri]-- '.

ST Tim Bagwell Hey David, there are some benefits for people who do not even have kids In the schools, The truth is, for many of us, this effort will not have much Impact on our own kids
Hy one way or the other, since the length of time it will take to spin this thing up will exceed the amount of time they will be in school,

There Is a direct correlation between property values and the quality of local schools, as you obviously have already heard, But there is also a correlation between the level and quality of
the retall sector (the variety and types of ratallers) as well as median incomea, It 1s about mora than property values. T noted In an earller post that only one system |n the past several
years that has broken away has not shown improvement |n academlc achlevement, That was Leeds because they were a net taker in terms of property taxes and they did not chose to
make up the difference, We are a net giver, to the tune of about twelve percent more than we get back, If 1 recall correctly,

What 1 am spacifically NOT saying |s that 1 am angry with JEFFCOED. They do the best thay can, This is not about being critical of JEFFCOED, and [t surely 1s not about baing crtical about
aur teachers.

Jefferson County has to address the needs county-wide, We have Coach Mann on the board, and I like him a whole lot, but he's our only guy on & board that covers the whole county, I'd
hope that he would be on whatever board Is formed should this thing go through. Bul a county-wide system is not, by Its nature, as flexible or directly responsive to community values as
a local school board. They have to take into account all of the schools and all of the interests involved thereln, and there lies one oppertunity for Improvement right there. A local system
would be concerned only with what s best for the local system,

Dawid, I'd love for you to come to ane of the meetings. 1 cannot tell you that every concern you have will be addressed to your satisfaction, but I think In any case, the information you
can gather will help you.

A3/ 5012 AM UTC

E David Uptain Tim, please post your address so 1 can schedule your yard rolling

4123/2013 5:15 AM UTX

Tim Bagwell You know, Sandy, the old community center that the county tore down was once Mt. Olive Ir. High, When they decided to demolish it rather than rehab I, there wasn't a

lot of discussion and consultation as | recall. They just declded and did it, essentially. That old building was historic and beloved: it was built by the Works Progress Administration as part
of tha New Deal, Countless ML, Olive kids, Including myself, grew up shooting hoaps in that old gym, going to Boy Scout meatings In the old classreoms, playing ball on the old field. Whan
the colinty closed down most of the landfills In the county and decided to expand Mt Olive, they didn't give ML Olive much more than lip service,

This was not mentioned at the meeting tonight, but Mt Olive is, at present, split by two different legisiative districts. This waters down the influence ME. Olive voters, and by extension,
others In this arga, because even IF the area voles as a block, |t has less impact on any one office. When redistricting & done, do you think they can justify cutting through dty limits?
What if we had the kind of political ciout that we deserve and rather than getting whatever the county decides o give us, we had the ability to maybe tell them a little bit more and ask a
Iittle bit less? At the very least, it is an example of some of the drawbacks of not having more local control aver a local institution.

3 5:23 AM UTC

David Uptain | have now read your post three times, | am a simple man with simple values. [ grew up in Gardendale, on Pinehurst drive, I watched this town go from a quiet peaceful
- town to what it is today, We had Jacks and Captain Ds only back then, (That [ can remember),
I personally don't like the growth that I've seen In the last 30+ years. Remember when Center Point/Roebuck was the booming place |n the 80's? Look at it now.

Tim, I don't know you. I don't know where you gréw up or what type of life you have lived, Al [ see in the comments above are about maney, money and money. 1 see nothing that
benefits Mt Olive as a quiet peaceful place to live, Nor do [ see a benefit for me, my children or grandehildren.
Mnney I can do without. My lithe 1/5 of an acre in the county is priceiess to me

35223 AM UTC

i believe that Is an option: In & changing world, there really s only moving forward or moving backward. Since school quality affects the community as a whale, I don't equate trying to make
it better than it is as only being about money.

1 live: next door to where you grew up, and [ knew Marty in school, and [ was In Rotary with your dad.
{23/2013 548 AM UTC

David Uptain My feelings go with the old saying "If it ain't broke, don't fix |t”

1 see nothing wrong with the way things are (in Mt Olive) the way they are now. Could things be better? Sure, Everything in this world could use jmprovement.
Is annexing Mt Qlive into Gardendale an improvement? No

Is Gardendale having Its own school system an improvament? THAT ts a question that can be answered by doing so. But I wouldn't risk |t on a "maybe”
A/23/2013 5:29 AM UTC

Cathv Tuggle Maple And I'l put a trailer park on my 6 acres in Mt. Olive when my property values and the schools go to crap.....David Uptain IT'S BROKE.

/2013 5:30 AM UTC

David Uptain How Is it Broke Cathy?
Oh and save me a spot in that trailer park

3 5:31 AM UTC

/2013 5:32 AM L

E David Uptain And [ know where you live! Yard rolling scheduled
@ Cathy Tuggle Maple Have you seen a school supply list lately? We'll have to run a credit check and get a deposit on your traller lot. And I have barking dogs, lol.
4/23/2013 5:33 AM UTC

Davld Uptain Mt Olive was not part of Gdale when you moved here, You bought your house knowing your property value was going Lo crap? Your point is Invalld

S:34 AM UT(

ﬁ Tim Bagwell Well David, If we can't do better than a maybe, I'm not for doing It either.

If you have a chance and you know some folks who work n some of the local schools, particularly Bragg and the high school, talk to them confidentially about how they feel about things
rght now. We aren't on fire right now, granted, but things may not be as well as you think.

1 respect your opinion. 1 hope and trust that you will still learn what the report says when it comes out.

And if you are golng to roll the yard, I'd appreciate some goed quality stuff, at least a tep name twe ply. That single ply stuff is practically impessible te get out of the trees.
4, 013 5:34 AM UTC

Cathv ‘I‘uggie Maple I have lived in Mt. Olive for 18 years.
4/23/2013 5:34 AM UTC
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David Uptain You won't have those barking dogs anymore if you live in the city limits

$ 4/23/20
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4/23/20

138 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple | undersold the last house. Paid too much for this one and the taxes we pay on the & acres aren't worth what they assess it for so we are contesting it Gotta go
see what my dogs are barking at...nite.

4/23/2013 5:40 AM UTC

David Uptain Please let me know when there are more meetings. I really would like to attend. Not just to listen, but bo speak my mind. Please bring cash. I acoept tips
41 AM UTC

41232013

David Uptain Cathy, with that track record, why are you not an elected official???

4/23/2013 5:43 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple No more room in my doset for more skeletons.

Tim Bagwell Let me say this about property values (my apologies, David): what I am talking about is relative more than absolute. By that I mean, as an old Mt. Ofive boy, [ admit that [
smiled a bit in the late 1980s and early 1990s when land values equalized between Mt. Olive and Gardendale. I remember some of those old resentments. What I am talking about is If
Gardendale does this and the ensuing system follows the trend of imp t, the ¢ of what might seem to some to be an excessive commute time and a nearby school
WMMMMmemmmwmmm

4/23/2013 5:51 AM UTC

David Uptain Yep money, money and money.........
And you need to quit using them fancy words

3 AM UTC

Tim Bagwell Sl.mcam‘ragﬂsucapsaﬁdmzs.

4/23/2013 5:57 AM

-mm L umm ol

(3

Cathy ‘l'uggle Mapleﬁusgag needs a midnight cut off.

i rmsagmelufsmnghtmnemer Good enough for me. Night.

David Uptain If | were concemed about my property value or better yet resale value, 1 would have bought the house I looked at in Ross Bridge. 1 instead chose to live in Mt Olive and

~ ot care about whether my house would increase in value at a faster rate. Why? Because 1 like the fact that my ankle biting dogs can terrorize the kids walking down the street. I like that
1 or my kids can ride a dirt bike/ATV down the road without hassie. I like that I can shoot my bow off my back porch without the cops being called. I like that I can walk 100 yards from my
house and squirrel hunt without being arrested for discharging 2 firearm in the dity limits. I like when I talk to the county police, they treat me with respect and talk to me like an adult.
These things I did not have the liberty to do in Gandendale.
Again, if you take these rights away from me by annexation, I sir/madam will seflfforeciose on this overpriced house that Is loosing value as we speak because Gardendale needs more
retzil stores

:08 AM UTC

Tim Bagwell That's fine for you David. And I share some of your opinions. But it isn't about refail stores and just money. And even if it were, that would only mean that it isn't an issue
that concemns you but which would not necessarily invalidate either as legitimate goals. A better education for the young people in a community Is always a worthy goal in and of itseif.

Nothing lse has to happen and if that isn't the first goal of this process, then this process should not succeed. [ don't know quite how to explsin to you how better schools and higher-

achieving students make for a better overall community, since it seems obvious enough. Middle-of-the-pack is not good enough. I'd fike my kids and those in my community to have the

mmmnmtmtmmalmgmmmelmm:uemmamﬂvmmmm

Davidumann!agee,lﬂmrﬁmMSMmmgwammmsGMmakeaMme
Just please explain how you can g this will happen by Gardendale having its own school system and annexing Mt Olive.
And when you expiain this, leave out property value, more retail stores, and growth.

4/23/2013 6:32 AM UTC

performing public schools in this state are aimoest exdusively municipal sy There are excepti but you don't have to look any farther than the Birmingham area to see the same
trend. The only new system in recent memory to not improve academically was Leads, and that is because they neglectad to properiy fund their system.

ﬁ Tim Bagwell I cannot guarantee anything any more than you can. I can only say again that the odds heavily favor higher achieving schools should we taken them municipal. The best

From NeighborhoodScout.Com:
Top Ten Best School Systems in AL

1 Mountain Brook

Gardendale does not have to annex Mt Olive. The study will likely lay out a scenario where: the city, because of a low debt load, is more than capable of doing this on its own. A lot of
folks in Mt. Olive very likely enjoy some of the same pursuits you do. The question they will have to ask themselves will be: do they enjoy them more than they desire a better education
for their children? And that is assuming that there cannot be some accommeodation of the concerns Mt. Olive residents expressed at the meeting this evening.

4/73/2013 6:41 AM UTC

“" David Uptain 9 out of 10 of those cities listed above, I would not live in.
= The 10th.........I've never heard of.
I'm sormy Tim, your point is invalid.

Iwwtdﬁkel:omakerhsa%na'na:esg.lggesumI:othosaethalfeelGamemmmﬂlhemuﬁbenefnbymodeﬂngmmmWOfmmmesmMow. ........
- & AM UTC

472372013

Bty Tim Bagwell Oh, my point is quite valid, regardless of whether or not you are willing to acknowledge it.

We are not modelling ourseives on any of those dties and I never said we were. They were an example of how municipal systems predominate lists of the most highly regarded schools in
the state, not?:mgmre,mdﬂnom

4/23/2013 M UTC

David Uptain Tim, I'm somry, but now I feel like you are fiip flopping. Using them for an example then saying “we are not modeding any of those dties” is like showing me the gourmet
- dessert list then bringing me a snickers.

1 AMUTC
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Tim Bagwell I suspect you are being disingenuous. You J without mentioning

values, retail, eu:.Thsisnl‘mwsealamcalanmgmndmnamemmvpmﬂemdeedfamrnmmm;asmmelm teiai,prmtyma'mlmaa,m.,aspeﬂofmaktyof
life assessments. But I did just that by pointing out that ded objechve third-party
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R(-gan‘ﬂess,lm‘wﬂea&ymdmﬁmmmmm&mdm&ﬂmagakﬁmw&
043 7:25 AM UTC

r

It will not be possibie to make this school system possible without more retail stores to attract more peopie in this dity. Thus increasing the revenue of the city to fund such a system.

My point all along has been that in the last 30/40 years that I actually have lived in this area, I have watch the sleepy little town of Gardendale grow. I've watched Trussville, Hoover, and
Vestavia grow as well.

1 personally do not want to see this dity tum into the latter three.

I am just speaking my opinion, so that others can see both sides.

I personally will not sit quietly so that you or whoever wishes to annex my home inbo 2 dty that | moved out of purposafully.

113 5:00 AM UTC

E David Uptain Thank you Tim. I wanted you to make this point for me.

Tim Bagwell Thanks for offering your opinion.
Seo you think that improving our scheols will really turn us into Hoover?

Change = happening all the time around us. We can Try o shape it or we can let it shape us. We don't have fo be Hoover or Trussville or traffic nigf You care
md;eamup.ﬂutd‘yaumtratmammddomgmu'nngsgmngmkeq:mgmdoldmm‘ueaadGardmmlemenmefmever,ymmsﬂeadwa&eupmdaﬁnﬁndmt
Mayherry has mambed into Huffman.

Again, Mt. Olive will likely not be necessary to make this work, but surely you recognize that there are people in Mt. Olive that are interested in the prospect and/or who are willing to look.
at it with an open mind at least until the feasibility study is refeased. And the order of the things you fear will happen is just a bit mixed up.

47232013 8:48 AM UTC

David Uptain Did my last comment get deleted or maybe I forgot to hit “post™ before I took a nap?

1 had asked if it is possible to make donations to the curment Gardendale schools?? And that money stay with THAT particular school?
4/237201

013 12:48 PM UTC

David Uptain Allyson, you being someone I trust, look up to and highly value your input.......what are your thoughts on all of this?

4/23/2013 12:52 PM UTC

Candace Vaughn I live in Mount Olive and would not mind one bit paying for taxes to support the school system instead of saying move to gardendale why don't you move out of Mount
Olive? Easy fix.. If you don't annex in mount olive where do you think your kids would go to school?

42

1 PM UTC

David Uptain I agree with you Candace. I don’t mind paying to support our schools. I just don’t want to be annexed into Gardendale. And if we are annexed.......I WILL move.
WhﬂsgomGardeiMNW 1 smply don't see a need to change the way it is cumently

ptain ['ve already moved out of Gardendale to be in Mt Olive.

2 _ZL-.E L:10PM UTC

David Uptain And you already do pay taxes to support our schools Candace. This is about you paying more tax.
1 read in another thread that only $.88 of every dollar we pay for our schools currently goes to Gardendale. Will we continue to pay that tax in addition to tax to support a Gardendale

116 PM UTC

Candace Vaughn I just know where gardendale is heading if this doesnt happen and that’s what scares me the zoning for gardendale is already so crazy and this would just make it
simpie. [ grew up in north gardendale and was zoned for Jordan??? But being 2 mother to two very small babies [ would rather not have to move to homewood for my babies to get a good
education bc I went to gardendale and itwasa j

4/23/2013 1:17 PM UTC

Candace Vaughn Joke*

41232013 1:17 PM UTC

(.'andace\faughnEkftImweeu&we’sopbonﬁs]wtmhrmemundamﬂdwwmswddmtbewﬁmmﬂdmmimddbesogoodfwwrdﬁdrm
4/23/2013

David Uptain Are Gardendale students not currently getting a quality education?

M UTC

TmBagwellHtCamGardaﬂatspmtathomgwwwmheagoufm State law provides for two types of school districts: county and municipal. There are no provisions for
in IfG does this, areas outside of the city limits will send their kids to another school. In this case, we are probably talking about Jordan or Comer.

Chris Segroves And perhaps Minor too, correct?
4/23/2013 1:21 PMUTC

f&3/4013

Tim Bagwell Possibly, Chris. I'm not sure what all the county will do in the event that Gardendale breaks away.

42372013 1:23 PM UTC

e HHEE E_HHH o

Chris Segroves Back to the OP, thanks to David and Chris for their efforts in leading the discussion last night. I thought it was a good meeting - informative - and a good way to jump
dmtﬁ:elrﬂ:ameandhngabumm Thanks to you too, Tim for your helpful insights.

David Uptain If Gardendale forms its own school system, what does this mean for residents that will have to pay higher taxes? What amount of &2x will be paid per household?

4/23/2013 1:28 PMUTC

David Uptamlorﬂysaesustmbemgbbwnupmfskﬁhmll!ahspmphmmmmﬁmmtmﬂm“ﬁfsmtaﬂmwm

Candace Vaughn And No David | don't think it is a quality education I only went to Wallace but my husband went to Birmingham Southern and felt like he was way under prepared and
that is with him be in the national honors society and taking every advanced dass they had to offer at Gradendale , we graduated in 2005, also I have a brother who Is a senier and one
who is a freshman not to mention my cousins who Are in 11th and 8th grade and hearing them talk about how easy it is. My best fried is also a teacher at the elementary school and to
hear her teacher to student ratio is ridiculous!!!

4/23/2013 1:31 PM UTC

David Uptain Candace, and how would this change if Gardendale had there own system? What would be done to stop the teacher/student ratio? How does this make our students
better prepared for college?

isi:awﬂﬁfl.lndﬁdﬂsl.l&"

4/23/2013

Candace Vaughn She has 25 students in her class and 1 think at the beginning of the year it was 271!

4/23/2013 1:35 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell David, the $0.88 thing was a figure that was discussed at the meeting. The context was that residents in our area are in effect subsidizing other schools. For every dollar
we are paying in property taxes intended for education right now, the estimate was that we are probably getting back around $0.88 for our local schools. The feasibility study may
indicate that Gardendale could enact a ten mil property tax to de a per student funding level bet Trussville and Vestavia, if I recall. Currently, Gardendale pays no city property
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tax, Mt Qlive pays a ten mil tax currently for the fire district, The thinking Is that Mt, Olive, should they be a part of this, would not see a chanifie in thelr property taxes, I think the best
course for folks Is to walt and see what the study says. Dr. Ira Harvey (s the preeminent authority In this kind of thing and he s not a "yes man,"

Candacc at this point the time i@y getrorfifpn fRBA Bean thaigypey Fileght B8 §920 1 Fade ”'FBHQE"F@!@E"@*' 126

PM UTC

David Uptaln As I remember, that's about how many students I had in my classes while attending the elemantary 30+ years ago.

Candace Vaughn We would be able to pay for more teachers and not be limited by the county! And we would be able to go above and beyond the curriculum we would be able to pay
the teachers more and get better qualified teachers and even retired professors who wat to teach. We wouldn't be limited to what the curriculum the county goes by.

8 PM UTC

E David Uptain Again, [ ask, can the Gardendale schools as they stand not accept donations?
2342012 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell You asked how much a ten mil property tax would cost Gardendale residents. On a $165K house, something close to the median, around $12 more per month,
3 1:40 PM UTC

Candace \'anghn How old are your kids David?
13 1:42 PM UTC

David Uptain They age of my children are irrelevant. Since this effects all children.
44 PM UITC

Sharon Ryder As life long residents both Larry and | attended Gardendale as well as both our children and now our 3 grandchildren are there. No the quality of education s nowhere
near what it should and could be, T work on the other side of town and when [ compare what my cowerkers children are being offered in school as opposed to Gardendale, my heart sinks,
All you have to do |s look at the numbers to see the differance a municipal school system can make. Our children are worth a small property tax to better there future, It's time for
Gardendale to move forward, Thank you to those of you taking on this challenge. You have my full support,

4/23/2013 1244 PM UTC

Allyson Abernathy Estes Oh my goodness, David, I appreciate you asking my opinlon, but consiclering the fact that my students are coming In within a few minutes, there's no tima for
me to fully explain myself,

However, given the information that ['ve read and heard, 1 would absolutely support Gardendale having contral of its own school system. | completely and fully agree that it's the best
thing to do for the city and ESPECIALLY for the kids. There are too many kids attending the schools that are not even from Gardendale, and yet the ity (s getting nothing financlally from
the towns they come from. Here In Maing, that would NEVER happen! T happan to teach In a school that dogs not have a high school, so the kiddes In my town gt school cholce.
However, the town | teach in pays their tultion, so the serving schools get financial compensation for [t It's my understanding that the kids attending Gardendale can do so without their
"home” city paylng for the sarvice,

Crud...gotta go...my kiddos are coming In.

4/23/2013 145 PM UTL

. David Uptain I'm not a big fan of taxes, 1 feel [ pay enough already, The government has a strange way of mishandling my money.
1 wuuld rather write a chack annually directly to the sehool than have It forced unwilingly from me.
PM UTE

03/2013 145 PM UTC

David Uptain [ didn't take It as rude at all' [ was just trying to make the polnt that even If I had no children, It still effects me, But yes my children are effected.
23/2013 149 PM UTE

I Sharon R\rder David, Gardendale's curriculum is set by the county school system. They don't have any chelce but te go strictly by that. Denatlens can go for supplies only.
/2312013 1:52 PM UTC

m Candace Vaughn That's what [ didn't know If this would even concern them | wasn't trying to be rude | was just curlous If they were in school still

Cathy Tuggle Maple Mt Olive residents would not have an increase in axes.
2 PM UTC

Candace Vaughn Then I don't understand why u are arguing t?7 It would be better for their education I can see how people wouldnt want to pay I they didnt have kids or grand
bahies but do u not think your children would receive a better education?

2013 1:53 PM UTC

~ And I'm not trying to win tickets at Chucky Cheaese for a toy. I'm merely pointing out the down side.
And [ apologize to you if | come across as the front side of a rear walking horse.
I have a nack for speaking my mind, sometimes with no filker.
Haweuer, you seem to be aggravated at those who don't see It your way

4 PM UTC

E David Uptain Tim, I didn't mean to be abrupt. And if Candace took |t that way, I apologize.

B Tim Bagwell No, but Candace is a dear friend of mine, as is her entire family. I've deleted my post, as you indicate you that was not your intent. About the only thing that is going to
really provoke me to deing anything other than arguing Is If anybody starts down the childish path of Victor last night.

/2013 1355 PM UTC

E David Uptaln Thank you Sharon for answering my question
A4/ 13 1:57 PMUTC

David Uptain Thank you Allyson!!! Chime back In when school s out please or call me. You know that you are my heral|
4 2l 1:59 PM UTC

ﬁ! Candace Vaughn Haha thanks Tim! I wasn't taking offense to anything I was just trying to see the down side apart from |t costing more
F 13 2:01 PM UTC

E David Uptain No sleep makes you grumpy Tim. I'm this way all of the time

/2013 2:01 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell I'm not a lot different, And I'm pretty protective of Candace,
(2013 2:03 PM UTC

aavid Uptain FYL......you need to add Victor Smith back. He amuses me.
/2013 2:04 PM UTC

David Uptain If the residents of Gardendale want their own School system, so be it | just don't want Mt Olive annexed into Gardendale.

If I want my children to attend the New Gardendale Schools, I am willing to pay tultion If that is an option on the table. Or I also have no problem with Corner or Jordan.
If annexed [ will probably move to Morris/Kimbery anyway

4/23/2013 2:09 PM UTC

David Uptain Doss Ferry needs a Jed Clampett wanna be, llke me.
4/23/2013 2:10 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell David, the tuition thing was brought up at some point in the past, but I do not recall how it was answeread or under what authority.
4/23/2013 2:12 PM UTC
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Amy White Patillo The David, Tim interactions are keeping me in stitches., Tim Bagwell, hate I missed the meeting, [ have a Gardendale additss, but am zoned for Mt Olive,, If
Gardendale does this and mt alive does not, where does my 2nd grader go? If mt olive does annex, where does my 2nd grader go? We do love MDE

SUTEMETT Case: 17-12338  Date Filed: 08/11/2017  Page: 106 of 126

David Uptain Tim, please stop deleting comments that are not your own, unless they have fowl language. 1 feel that everyone has the right to go back and read.
That makes this gruup thread a joke if all points made are not available.

4 19 pM L

Jenny Duncan Franks Amy White Patille Your second grader would either go to Bryan or Corner schools, Jeff co woulkd declde that. IFf we annex, Mount Olive would stay as a school

o and be apart of the Gardendale School System. Now, that is my understanding from the meeting last night!

4/23/2013 2:19 PM UTC

Dawd Uptain So if we don't annex Into Gardendale Mt Olive Elem closes???7 | don't think so..

L 4/23/2013 2:21 PM L

2

y <23

N 423/

4423201

Beth Rogers | hate [ could not attend last night. Really wanted to be there. Are there minutes or notes?

4/23/2013 2:21 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell [ deleted some Victor stuff last night, the only posts in this thread I've deleted. I think there was one In there I cut out that messes up reading the thread a bit, for which I
apologize, but I don't think [t |s possibie to get it back. The gist of that post can be Infarred from my followup.

Jenny Duncan Franks If we don't annex, Your Child would stay at MOE until they finish thers, then they would go to North Jefferson or Corner, that is everybody that wanted to

o) Annex doesn't rent a house in Gdale just to get their kids In the school system and Mount Olive folds. Just sayin, I've heard that float around as well.

/2372013 2:23 PM L

Jenny Duncan Franks Meant to say....that s If everybody that wanted to annex
4423/,

Amy White Patillo But Jenny Duncan Franks, I have a Gardendale address. Se, wouldn't she go to Gardendale if Gardendale annexed? And If my olive annexed, she would stay at Mt
Olive?

4/23/

):26 PM UTC

Jenny Duncan Franks Amy White Patillo Yes, Amy, because you have a Gardendale address she would stay in the Gardendale school system, you are right!
7 PM UTC

Jenny Duncan Franks Amy White Patillo IF Mount Ollve annexed, she would continue to stay at Mount Olive Elementary :-)

/2013 2:28 PM UTC

Jenny Duncan Franks There was some talk about grandfathering certain situations in that are already in place. I am certain this was one of them.

§ 42372003 2:29 PM L

David Uptain Tim, maybe my FB is messed up. [ see Victor Smith's comment from 10:25pm last night, then it jumps to Jenny Duncan Franks's comment 10 min ago.
4/23/2013 2:32 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell Beth, I didn't see anyone taking minutes. The gist of it is that the feasibllity study by Dr. Harvey is golng to be presented soen. The feeling at this point is that the school
system Is going to be considered feasible for Gardendale with or without Mt. Olive. The speculation is that a ten mil property tax may be recommended for Gardendale (which currently has
no city property tax). Anything over a five mil will require a public vote. There is a somewhat separate issue with regard to Mt. Olive. The school zone for a municipal system is essentially
the: city limits, so there is some discussion about about annexation. The path that many have viewed as the "deanest" or perhaps "more direct” is more accurate, would involved a
legislative act to annex the entire Mt Olive fire district. In that scenarie, Mt. Olive annexation proponents and opponents would basically have to have their volces heard to their local
legislators. There were concerns about zoning, hunting and similar issues from ME Olive folks that valued their independence and flexibility, there was discussion about possible middle
ground on some of those issues,

42372013 2:35 PM U

Amy White Patillo Mine |s doing that too David..
4 2013 2:36 PM L

Beth Rogers Okay question. What about people who live in The Cottages. They have a Mt. Olive Zip Code but are zoned for Gardendale. Would they then be considered Mt. Olive
Residents?

2:37 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell David, my Pad app was deing that earller, probably a result of the number of posts in this thread. I didn’t delete everything Victer posted, I stopped mid-way and decided
to leave them up so long as they weren't veering into the unacceptable. 1 probably got one or two that I should have left up.
4/23/2013 2:38 PM UTC

David Uptain And I've heard the next meeting Is mid May. I will be in Utah that week. Colncidence...
13 2:38 PM UTC

Tim Bagwell Cottages at Fieldstown. My records indicate they are in Gardendale, even though they have a MO address. Same to be said for Lexington Park.
:39 PM UTC

David uptain I just wanted to make sure that my Hershey chocolate induced arguments till 3am are still available for viewing pleasure
4/23/2013 2:39 PM UTC

Beth Rogers Okay. While you are checking, check my address. [ have a Gardendale Address so [ should be fine but want to make sure. Beasley Road, Gardendale 35071
4/23/2013 2:41 PM UTC

Tim Bagwe!l Gardendale, Beth.

Beth Rogers Thank youl
013 7:42 P L

Tim Bagwell May 14th to be exact, and that's going to be the big one that the city produces, Last night was just a couple of ditizens, May 14th is the official report from the consultant.
43 PM UTC

i Tim Bagwell Gotta get to work. Have a great day, party people.
.

2012 7 PM UTC

David Uptain Tim, can this be funded without the tax money from Mt Qlive residents and business'? I'm sure you've answered that already, but I missed it
47 PM UTC

Tamara Jenkins Quick David, the theughts is, MO residence already pay 10mil tax for fire dues. Se, if the G'dale proposed a 10 mil tax to pay for schools, you guys are already paying
it. Someone correct me if I'm wrong, but that was the general thought from the meeting.
472372013 3:03 PM UTC

David Uptain I understand that Tamara, but can Gardendale do it without the money from Mt Olive residents?
402 £

Chris Segroves The answer to David's question is, yes, it can be funded without Mt. Olive, That was well noted in the meeting last night.
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David |J|:lt.alrl Wasn'tatme
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ﬁmﬂagwellnatismtmefeashmmmmd&mbm Thenaﬁd:mseemslnbeawmymrq:mtjm,butwemﬂmtknmformmlxmylﬁ or what, if any,
additional property taxes would be rex MWmmmmmweadyhmr@atmuﬂmhrwﬁfEMTmm
vﬂaﬂed&at!\eﬁguradﬂatﬁ\emmubbedﬁ'hﬂtmwawratmsmhommmg&edﬂformeracﬁltwd\aseofabumsm&ﬂ.. it, but the

has always been that there would not necessarily have to be any new taxes for Mt. Olive. Mwhmmmammmmmmmcmmsmm
mghwlmmmmgmﬁmmmﬂmmmmﬁ.

4/23 M UTC

4/23/2013

Tamara Jenkins Quick Yes, we can have our own schools system and support it with just Gdale city residents and tax base. Then, Mount Olive residents would feed to the other
schools. But the consensus s, with or without MO this can be done.

/232013 3:13 PM UTC

David Uptain Then I'm all in, if Mt Olive is exduded!!

Tamara Jenkins Quick David, | really think it would be good for the Mt Olive residents to have a meeting. There are a lot of pros and cons. Trust me, there are tmes I'm annoyed with
Lhenqr,snlmemm:mde—fkm%ﬁ you can run for city councilman and I'll help you ampaign :)
4/23/2013 3:18 PM UTC

David Uptain Tamara, I like the way you think! Just think a little bigger
s 4/23/201

3 3220 PM UTC

Amy Gibbs Sokira Just curious... has anyone thought about a North Jefferson school system that would include Fultondale, Brookside, Mt. Olive all the way to Warmior? If our objective
is the best for children and not just property values. All of these communities are our close neighbors and affect our town and city so why not look into this? I have a hard time being
objective on this issue. I am a Mt. Olive Gal thru and thru. I of course want what is best for my son. But not so sure [ am willing to let my beloved Mt. Olive go int the history books.

47232013 4:57 PM UTC

& David Salters David U: to confirm, Mt. Olive is absolutely not required for the new system.

4723

423

i David Saltersnmu however, most do not want to disrupt the current feeder system from MOE to GDale.

from our co ity (Dept of Justice, Jeff Co, State of Als, etc).

il}aﬂd"“ A tion creates a defined school district boundary. No annexation will leave lots of guesswork for MO and leaves MO exposed to dedsions being made by people far
4/23

Is. As far as Mt. Olive going into the history books, you know my backaround. I've given that a lot of thought and it is one of the reasons that I, as a Gardendale resident, want so

E Tim Bagwell Amy, unless there is a new city formed from the areas of which you speak, no. State law only has two districts: county and municipal. 1 wish that were not the case, but it
strongly for Mt. Olive folks to speak up and get involved and be a part of this. I've spoken to the folks driving this and I think there is no doubt that this will be geing to a vote of

Gamdendale atizens for a small property &2x. The leadership in Gardendale displayed that they were serious about this early on, and that pretty much is what got my atiention. So, I think
there is a significant possibility that Gardendale will move on this. What that means is that, in my mind, there is a dedsion that is going to have to be made, priorities weighed, etc., with
Mt. Olive folks. The last thing I want to see happen is for the ¢ to be lly fractured, but it is getting to the point where it is get on the train or not. Some people are going
to be angry either way.

de'tmhkmatmmveraslngnanay.lmm&mkm&ehas:dmac:erofﬂ\emwi{suddemymmappear Mt Olive is her people, and unless they pick up en mass and
move off as a few here have said they would do, I don't see that going away. I think that some acc are bie to expect with respect to concems expressed by Mt
Olive folks.

4/23/2013 5:16 PM UTC

+ David Salters Gardendale s ing forward, and basad on resident feedback and the highly favorable results of the study, FOCUS Gardendale predicts the new system will be in place
by 2015 at the [atest. MO will not impede the process.

226 PM UTC

4/23/20

Candace Vaughn Change is coming no matier what happens with mount olive due to 459 cutting right through it

423 33 PM UTC

Robbie Phillips yep in about 2030

42372013 7:09 PM UTC

Candace\'aughn Badiy which would put my kids in Jr high and high school age
13 7:15 PM LITC

Amy Gibbs Sokira Let me just say.... all these post with CHANGE is coming weather we like It or not sounds intimidating and condescending. Not a good way to win us over. The last
campaign with "CHANGE' as a its logo has not done so well for me and mine. js

3/2013 7:22 PM UTC

4123, urc

David Uptain I'm curious to see the findings of this report. I really don't think Gardendale, without the income of Mt Olive, will be able to afford this

47232013 7:30 PM UTT

Candace Vaughn [ wasn't frying to offend anyone or intimidate [ was just giving my opinion of a young mom who's kids this would effect from early on that's all )

4/23/2013 7:32

Melinda A Woods Think how they pian to pay for this is a increase in taxes, they stop taking the extra tax money & It makes since now why they did that. But what I have saw this was
brought up in 2007 & It was knocked down by part of increase in taxes. So all the ducks better be in a role & prove that the same study in 2007 s different & I'm sure it's not. We all pay
more faxes now, with no increase in income, so study better show it 2n work or lets move on to making Gardendale & MO the best place to live in Alsbama. But it needs to be up to the
people that live in Gardendale & MO, this is our dities & if you work or own a business in these dties fine. Always thought peopie that owned 2 business & lived in the same area really
cares about there aty. SomlkhgmmmnmﬁdaddmgeathnmmmﬁsmrkhrmMaLhought

/232013 B:36 PM UTC

Dawvid Uptann[haﬂnanm“?ﬂ&&ﬁ%ﬁwﬂﬂwn%dﬂ&%mﬂww&’

| ~ Carol Womble Donald Ihaveaq Iam a sut te teacher at Mount Olive Elementary, and only Mount Olive bacause T am the primary care giver for my children and I have
tohebntnewbmﬁwarewnenxamemhtmmmrmmuﬂmsaﬁeﬂmmamlﬂmnﬂMIhaueMreapﬂvaardmdalebehrasmmmse?lakmdym

» David SaltersAmGﬁhs&k&aDcmMm%K}chDﬂe?

01 PM UTC

“ Robbie Phillips David Salters email me the form letter spelimyre



: = Robbie Phillips spellmyre@ r.net

5 PV UTC ase: 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017 Page: 108 of 126

Gibbs Sokira I live in MO

/2013 9:1

What I mean s that FOCUS Gardendale in no way wants it to appear that it wants to push M.O. Into this. Gardendale stands to move forward with or without M.O. This gives M.O. the
opportunity to voice its own opinions. Having said that, [ would respectfully ask that you not imply that anyone’s message |s condescending or intimidating, In fact, it's quite the opposite,
The only pressure M0, could possibly feel |s from its own citizens who would want to ensure their children qualify to attend the new school district, If you have more specific questions, 1
would be happy to discuss further.. that's why we're here.

(2003 946 PM UTC

aj David Salters Amy Gibbs Sokira Thank you for your feedback. One thing that FOCUS Gardendale is pleased with is that the study will show that M.0. is not a must-have in this equation.

[ to both communities. I truly do not believe that anyone from Gardendale is trying to intimidate or falk down to MEOlive residents in a conceding tone. [ was bom and raised in Gardendale
and have family in Mt Olive. I love Mt Olive and have nothing but respect for It and it's citizens. I know that change Is not always wanted or desired. I have never been one to like change
myself. However I do belleve this [s positive change that benefits everyone from both communities. Change will come eventually even if Mt Olive doesn’t come Into Gardendale.
Birmingham will be knocking at your door one day and you may not have a choice then, With corridor X coming through Mt Clive, they will sure be looking to pull Mt olive in! Just something
for you to think abaut.

013 10:21 PM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle David Uptain you want my opinion here it goes! I believe this is the best thing for both communities. Thers are so many aspects of this that will be beneficial

E David Uptain Mistl, didn't I see you on Fox News when there was a proposition on comibining Fultondale and Gardendale schools?
z

4/23/2013 10:24 PM UTC

Melinda A Woods I'm getting lost here, is this a go no matter what?
113 11:02 PM UTC

» David Salters Melinda A Woods The sequence of events is in motion. There are steps to be completed. I would make it a point to attend the May 14th meeting hosted by the city.
| 4/23/2013 11:10 PM UTC

Dennis L. Gamble I am glad,to see,both sides showing concern for this area. In the end the majority of the people will decide. That's the way in works in the USA. Present your best
sy case and then vote.

4/23/2013 11:12 PM UTC

. David Salters Dennis L. Gambie I've been wondering where you've been. Glad to see you back on the forum.
| 4/23/2013 11:16 PM UTC

Melinda A Woods So am I Dennis L. Gamble your Input as a business owner & living In MO matters. Now to hear from other business owners that also live in Gardendale.
4/23/2013 1PMUTC

David Uptain But we as Mt Olive residents don't get to vote on annexation.
i 4/23(2013 11:22 PM UTC

Melinda A Woods Will do that David Salters or nothing else see what others say. But either way it doesn't effect us unless our taxes go up. Just want what is Best for Gardendale & MO
§ whatever that may be. Will always support what is Best for all & will not expect anything different.

4 2013 11:26 PM UTC

Melinda A Woods Why not David Uptaln all have to agree are none of this will work.
2013 27 PM UTC

L David Salters Thank you Melinda A Woods. It is my opinion that everyone has our community's best interest at heart (just different ways of expressing it), I'm very happy to see all of
| the responses; this lets our fellow citizens and our elected officlals see how much we care about our kids and our community.

472372013 1 PM UTC

- Dennis L. Gamble Businesses do not pay taxes, they callect them.

I 23201 M UTC

Melinda A Woods Don't have kids but [t still matters, in less than 6 years we will be retiring & so I want the next home owner to know the city was In agreement. Plus that tax increase s
& will be worth it all the around.

4/23/2013 11:37 PM UTC

Ronnie Guin | agree, Chris and David were very professional and handle themselves very well. You have two leaders there,
4/24/2013 1:44 AM UTC

David Salters Mr. Rennie Guin, thank you sir for your kind words. Thanks also for your candidness last night and your advice. I'm very happy te have you as a neighbor in the Mt
- Olive/Gardendale community.
424 G A

[ &

13 1:56 AM UTC

E Misti Sanderson Boackle Correct me if I'm wrong but Dennls L. Gamble don't you live in Gardendale? I know your business Is in Mt Olive but why Is your opinion against the annex?
4 18 AM UTC

Obviously as a concemed patent, like everyone else, [ must plan for my children as well. 1 noticed that no one has addressed Jennifer Thompson's earfier posts. Also, the comment was
made that there are many students who attend the Gardendale schools that do not live In Gardendale therefore do not suppart finandially! Really? I may live In Brookside(nice quiat
neighborhood although receives bad publicity) but spend my money In Gardendale and fully support the schools|

13 2:17 AMUTC

. Donna Dye [ do not live in Gardendale or Mount Olive but [ have a son at GHS and a son at Braga. I live in Brookside and attended both schools as well, All of this info is new o me,

“ Sandy Cupps-Bittle They are having another meeting [ believe on May 14th please go and voice your opinion. I think I may go to it.
4 1} 12 AM UTC

Dennis L. Gamble I live in Gdale and have another homea in mt olive and my business. I have 5 kids and me that finished Gardendale and see no probiem with everything as it is. More

iy taxes are more chances for people to misuse money, The taxes I pay now are mostly wasted, why pay more ? A city school system is the opportunity for those leading the charge to have
|t their way and forget yours. I see |t as people wanting power to push thelr kids through the system in a self serving way by firing teachers, running off coaches, setting schedules,
appolnting board members , making ball teams and cheedeader,all for thelr satisfaction. Motice they say "our plan” , with no consideration for your plan. They requested and got $40,000
from the city to do a school study, 1 request $40,000 to study a service road for Gardendale . Will I getit, no. It already smells of politics.

4 113 2:24 AM UTC

Brookside students (apparently). What's up with that? From a Gardendale alumn and Brookside native.
2013 2:25 AM UTC

u Staci Simon Glover These people cannot even get Publix to Gardendale what makes us think that a school system could work efficlently? Funny they want Mt Clive students but not

>

42

I Carol Womble Donaldson If Gardendale dogs get the new school system, and they appoint a school beard before Mount Olive is annexed, who is going to speak for the Mount Olive
. community on the school board if we do get annaxed?

30 AM UTT

4/24/2013

the other who to cheer or play sports are left out. [ love Gardendale but if your child is not in the dick they are looked down on. That is just the way Gardendale is. Where is the passion
from the students and parents, teachers etc.

424201 31 AM UTC

Sandy Cupps-Bittle Dennis you made a great comment but I went to Gardendale also and it has not changed teachers coaches favorites are always been the ones to get picked and
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Dennis L. Gamble Welcome to the real worid. It works the same in schools, churches and
33 AM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle [ r&;@.&ﬁ :IEJQZE'JEZB%BE readDﬂﬁalEtu %das Qa/rgglézglfzmlm aPp@gﬁi; slil@@u@fNJﬁz:ﬁhe people involved are

out to hurt anyone or run people over! [t's just the opposite. This is to benefit bath communities!

4 13 241 AMUTC

;

Tracy Orr Calvert One realization I've had - many people that are from Gardendale tend to belleve (at least on this public forum) that everything is "okay"; people who have moved to
Gardendale/Mt. Olive area from other places (Minor, Pinson, Center Point, Huffman, Hueytown, Fultondale) have an appreciation for the quickness of a declining community and tend to
have a broader perspective regarding the changes that are forthcoming. Without a strong city school system to retain citizens, I believe, this area will decling rapidly. I've lived through it
Don't beat me up, just my opinion.

(2003 2194 AM L

Cathy Tuggle Maple I've lived through it too. It was heart crushing and [ will not allow my children to experience the same situation.
4 13 2:48 AMUTC

Shena Bigham Moon Mr. Gamble, You now have my vote for Mayor of Mt Clive!
113 2:51 AMUTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle Well sald Tracy, I agree with what you said but the people on here that think it's okay, as you sald are Mt Olive residents, with the exception of Dennis
Gamble, although he does have a business in MO. Not all MO residents are against it so don't misunderstand me. I'm a Gdale resldent myself and I do agree 100% with what you said. Our
schools are declining. I've been on the PTA board at GES now for 10 years, Also was a substitute teacher. I have seen first hand the changes and decline taking place and If we don't
move now to save our schools and communities, we will regret it. Gardendale can have a strong school system and | believe in our city leaders and trust them. | was born and raised in
Gardendale along with my father and I don't want to see Gardendale or Mt, Olive end up a shadow of what it use to be, Things don't always stay the same but you don't have to sit idly by
and watch the world as it passes you and leaves you behind.

4/24/2013 3:10 AM UTC

Sandy Cupps-Bittle I am happy Gardendale is trying to get their own scheol system but it is really going to hurt the kids whe live outside of Gardendale.

Cathy Tuggle Maple Jennifer Thompson, [ told a Brookside resident today that y'all need to form your own forum of concerned citizens to find out how this affects you. How you feel
about It and what can be done about [t

/2013 3:45 AM UTC

David Uptain Because Gardendale doesn't need your money to make this happen
424/,

3 4:26 AM UTC

=

David Salters Jennifer, Mt Clive Elementary is not currently in Gardendale city limits. For it to be part of the system, it needs to be annexed BEFORE Gardendale makes it motien to
. separate from JeffCoEd. That's the center of the M.O. chatter, Again, Gardendale does not require M.O., however; since all MOE kids feed into Bragg and GHS, it makes sense to keep
that system in place.

4/24/2013 4:30 AM UTC

,‘;
ik

David Uptain It's all pollucs Jennifer.

2 IA' l

il
o

Cathy Tuggie Maple Jennlfer Thompson perhaps you should create a forum to gage the interest of residents in your community to see if they would be interested in being annexed.
3 4:35 AMUTC

David Salters [ could be wrong, but | believe Brookside is already an incorporated town, therefore not eligible for annexation.
4/24/2013 4:39 AM UTC

David Up&aln He children are already in the current Gardendale school zone.

David Salters Mr Uptain, we have gone to great time and expense to gather factual data and are careful to avold myths and assumptions. I would apprediate it If you would extend the
same courtesy when posting on this group page.
4/24/2013 4:43 AM UTC

David Salters Jennifer, I'm not sure. We're probably not far enough aleng to answer that question with complete certainty just yet. Stay tuned for more and I encourage you to attend
the city meeting on May 14th.

David Uptain David, I am only basing my assumptions off of posts already made by the adminlistrators of this page and private conversations
13 4:52 AM UTC

David Uptain If this were solely to improve a failing educational system for our kids, I might be more cordial. However there is more to it than is being expressed openly in this open
forum.

3 4:57 AM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle David Uptain stop stirring the pot here! Wait for all the facts and then make your decision.
4/24/2013 5:01 AM UTC

David Salters [ see, I'| reiterate my comments and remind you that this is a citizen-led movement. The opposite of politics as you described it. And regarding your Alice in Weonderiand
Dream comment; the only dreaming going on is by those who think our school system will magically correct tself. I can assure you I have better things to do than to spend countless hours
in meetings, spending my personal money campaigning for this new system and exposing myseif to comments from the public. But [ do it because [ care about my kids and our community.
But it is an undeniable fact that these school systems don't fix themselves, and if [ can help find a better way, I'll do that. I hope you can appreciate my efforts and my point of view just
as I respect yours.,

4/ 24 1 5:03 AM UTC

B e HHP& 2 EEHHP"PV @)
o 41 | S e | ] 4 { it ]

Misti Sanderson Boackle David to answer your question earlier yes 1 did oppose the merger of FDale and Gdale schools a few years ago. That was h a different situation. Mt
Olive kids already go to Gardendale Middle school and High school, Therefore you're not adding additional students to our school, If you brought fultondale in it would be expanding the
student body which Is what I was agalnst.

107 AM UTC

isti Sanderson Boackle David I sit on my tail, no need to chase it

3 5:17 AMUTC

M
4

Misti Sanderson Boackle I'll grant you that right David but you'll still lose!
4/24/2013 5:28 AM UTC

Donna Dudchock Rizzo In all that I have read, I've not seen any mention of the students who feed Bragg and eventually GHS from Brookville Elementary in Graysville. Our kids, like
those from Mt. Olive and Snow Rogers are split after fifth grade. The vast majority of the the fifth graders leave BES and go to Bragg. They live in Brookside.,



(]
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ase 2:6

4/24/2013 1

Alicia Echeverry FYI, paren| ude m [ e in i system, you still have rights.
ﬂxeBaart}nfEducatnnvnll(t&a Owﬁe mlw ¥ mm&ﬁ%m = f they are not a Gardendale
resident. When Trussville became a dity system, the board successfully negotiated for outside residents to continue in their . Just to let you know, Gardendale can't just tell you
“no®. Contact the board, they will direct you where you need to ask questions.

4/24/2013 3:10 PM UTC

“07
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' Camlwomble Donaldson Would the same be true If a student in MOE wants to go to Jordan or Comer. I know some parents that would have that question.

f24/2013 3:13 PM UTC

" Carol Womble Donaldson That is if MOE annexes into Gardendale.

4/24{2013 3:13 PM UTC

Alicia Echeverry Not sure, but T would assume you would have o go to Gardendale, or ask for a transfer to another school
4/24/2013 3:15 BM UTC

" Carol Womble Donaldson thanks!

4/24/2013 3:16 PM UTC

Staci Simon Glover David Salters Per your guestion to Jennifer Thompson do you think that people can just up and move to Gardendale? Or that they would want to?

42472013 S:16 PM UTC

David Salters Stad, it was a smple question. I did not advise her nor did I make any assumptions about her dasire or ability to move to Gandendale.

4/24/2013 5:12 PM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley Sounds to me like Brookville kids aren't good enough for good ole Gardendale. 1 have a child in Gardendale high and one in Brookville. My neighbors all have small
children that this is going to effect greatly.We movad to Brookside because it was zoned for Gardendale. We conduct all of our business in Gardendale.. I tell you this, and it might not
mean that much to anyone, but, If Gandendale tums their back on my family, my farmily will tumn its back on Gardendale. And let's not forget that our taxes’ were also used to build that new
high school. S0 please put yourselves In brooksides shoes...My child will not attend rottenfield or minor.. We are all good people and do not deserve to be excluded from thist! Just sayin

S/13/2013 3:07 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle MapleTnﬂ'leBrmlwiLeﬁmdﬁ.Idnnotseemyufmlsasanmtenhnnaipbttnkeepymlrhtﬁ:outnftheemmmt‘#hatlalmdn not see, or have not seen is an
organized =ffort among Brookville families fo rep your awn ests ether for or against any of this. No one s going to do i for you and no one else can do it betier than you
can....be the voice for Brookville, FOCUS was intiated by parents who live in Gardendale and parents who live in Mount Olive. Even if Gardendale does not "nesd” Mt. Olive to make this
happen, there appears to be enough support in ME Olive in favor of it within the existing schoo! zone boundaries. Gardendale has to decde to financally support it's own school system.
Mt Ofive has to decide if being a part of that school system s worth any lifestyle changes that may come with annexation. Brookville should organize, get a consensus of what it's families
want and pull your own chair up to this table. I mean all of this from a sincere, concemned heart. I've said this to friends who live in Brookville when they ask me "What about us?” I hate to
see your questions go unanswered and justified frustrations posted. If there 5 not a "What About Brookwille?™ page yet, then there should be and it should be created by someone who
lives there and cares the most about the kids in your community.

5/13/2013 10:02 PM UTC

Misti Sanderson Boackle Well said Cathy Tuggle Maple. This effort to form our own school system has never been about leaving anyone out, only to better our children’s educational
opml‘tunltlm;.

5/

Cathy Tuggle Maple And no one party will have the best i of every individual community in mind.

5/13/2013 10:15 PM UTC

Freda Rietta Hamer I agee with every single word that Dennis wrote !

5/13/2013 11:29 PM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley Why can't Brookville parents express their concerns on this page. I mean the same people are reading it. Everyone Involved here knows that Brookville has always "in
the words of a Gardendale resident who Is a member of this page™ bussed in kids to gaddendale. Could it be that no one s talking about Brookville is because a lot of these families are
struggling financially. After all one of the things that does change is that Gardendale will be able to pick and choose who will be able to attend their school. You see, the ones wanting to
change who attends holds the majority of the responsibility to do the right thing. And as far as getting involved, 1 believe that's what I'm doing. We shouldn't have to have a "what about
Brookville® page. Gardendale should just do the right thing.. Shouldn't need a page to tell them that.

5/14/2013 2:27 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple I respect your position and your right to voice your frustration anywhere, however, many of the questions about Brookville go unanswered because of the
reasons I've mentioned, or they were asked and answered weeks ago. The page would not be to tell Gardendale to do the right thing. It would be to have an organized effort for the
future of Brookwville kids within these changes if they happen. If Gardendale forms their own system and has a stict no transfer policy like Mountain Brook, that does not even allow
teacher's kids (which is likely, to avoid clalms of discrimination due to many factors) then where does that leave our kids outside the Gardendale Gty limits? Mount Olive has the option of
annexation. Brookville should research all of it's options and pursue what it wants. Hoping Gardendale does the “right thing™ is not a plan for any of us.

5/14/2013 2:35 AM UTC

Sandy Cupps-Bittie If Mount Olive does not annex into Gardendale our children may be zoned anywhere. I am hoping since Jordan will be at Gardendale High this August and by the
time Gardendale gets there on school system she will be grandfathered into Gardendale.
5/14/2013 2:43 AM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley Yeah, bemusel(bnthewvepemﬂethnthmhmmdnﬂlenghtmngarmmDnn‘tgetmewmng,lhmeaplan If this happens my son will attend Sumiton
Christian. However, I believe that this is all political, and 1 believe that no matter what Brook do Gardendale is just gonna do what they want to do.

5/14/2013 2:47 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple You are exaciy right Jason Kim Shirley and those of us who can consider homeschooling and private Christian schools options in all of this are blessed.

5142013 2:50 AM UTC

Sandra Woods Let me say as a mather of 3 Brookville students one of whom will atiend Bragg next year if/when this happens I will not allow my children to attend Minor I know that no
matter what the parents of the Brookville kids do it will never matter I will go to any means to make sure my kids at keast stand a chance and I know they never will by attending Minor

5/14/2013 3:06 AM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley I just don't want to see anyone get messed on here.. I do plan to attend the meeting tomarrow. I hope to bring some of my neighbors with me.. Please put yourself
in our shoes. 1 just heard about all of this about a week and a half ago. And I don't blame Gardendale for wanting to get away from the county school system because Jefferson county is
ajolt& 1 just don't want to see the kids around my community suffer if they have to attend a failing school.

013 3:11 AM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley Well said Sandral!

5/14/2013 3:12 AM UTC

Jason Kim Shirley Sandra, do you plan to attend the meeting?
5/14/2013 3:13 AM UTC

Cathy Tuggle Maple hitps:{/www.facebook.com/photo. php?fid=10201132363650203&set=0.243652449108693&1ype—=1&theater
5/14/2013 3:16 AM UTC

Sandra Woods I'm going to try between ball a sick husband and 2wild boys 1 never know what direction my day will go lol
514/2013 3:43 AM UTC
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FACEBOOK POST CITE
Redacted Unredacted
Tim Bagwell; 9/12/12;2:58 a.m. 1132-2 at 188 *not included
This group was formed to discuss and in 1092-20

explore the possibilities of the city of
Gardendale creating their own school
system.

Tim Bagwell; 9/12/12; 2:53 a.m.
Tim Bagwell created the group
Gardendale City Schools.

1132-2 at 189 1092-20 at 4

Tim Bagwell; 9/11/12; 10:53 p.m.
Tim Bagwell created the group
Gardendale City Schools.

1132-3 at 314 1092-20 at 5

Tim Bagwell; 4/23/13;4:04 a.m.
Tim Bagwell made David Salters an

administrator of the group
Gardendale City Schools.

1132-2 at 142 1092-20 at 7

Tim Bagwell; 9/12/12;9:59 p.m.
Tim Bagwell made Chris Lucas an

administrator of the group
Gardendale City Schools.

1132-2 at 180 1092-20 at 9

Tim Bagwell; 9/12/12;3:03 p.m.
There are a number of people who are
discussing the possibility of forming a
Gardendale school system. There are
a [sic] benefits to such a proposal,
such as true local control over our
schools and the accompanying
prospect for higher academic
achievement and greater flexibility,
better control over the geographic
composition of the student body,
protection against the actions of other
jurisdictions that might not be in our
best interests, the real prospect of
higher property values over the
longer term, a brand spanking new
high school which would become ours

1132-2 at 181 1092-20 at 16

1
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should we form the school system,
etc.

David Salters; 9/15/12; 7:12 p.m.

1. Our classrooms are underfunded.

I have to pay hundreds of dollars per
year in supplies that aren’t paid for
by the county. Our teachers must
pay much more than that out of their
own pocket.

2. Without funded classrooms, we
cannot attract the best teachers.

3. Our test scores are far too low and
it hurts our students’chances to
advance in their academic future.

4. We are using buses to transport
non-residents into our schools
(without additional funding) from as
far away as Center Point (there’s
your redistribution of wealth).

5. We cannot attract new residents
because our schools are rated too low.
6. Our children haven been on field
trip in years because JeffCoEd is
struggling

7. A look around at our community
sporting events, or churches are great
snapshots of our community. A look
into our schools, and you’ll see
something totally different.

1132-2 at 185

1092-20 at 20

David Salters; 9/16/12; 10:21 p.m.
Dennis, your ability to make wild
assumptions is quite entertaining. If
you are inferring there is a racial
motive, youre not listening. [ don’t
care who lives here as long as they
contribute, that includes me and you.
You're likely not aware that non-
resident students are increasing at an

1132-2 at 186

1092-20 at 21




Case:; 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017

Page: 116 of 126

alarming rate in our schools. Those
students do not contribute
financially. They consume the
resources of our schools, our teachers
and our resident students, then go
home. I welcome these students, but
they’ll need to move to Gardendale or
pay a transfer fee. Make sense?

Misti Sanderson Boackle; 9/12/12;
6:11 p.m.

The time is right and this needs to
happen. Our schools are busting at
the seams with students from other
communities that is causing extreme
overcrowding in our classrooms. This
is all due to the “No child left behind
act” and schools from other
surrounding cities not meeting AYP.
At Gardendale Elementary we have
approximately 879 students this year,
in our kindergarten classes alone
some classrooms have 27 students in
them. Can you imagine 275 year olds
in one class. This makes for extreme
overcrowded classrooms and
drastically limits how our teachers
can effectively teach with this many
students in one class. I would
support a modest property tax myself
as I believe it will greatly benefit our
community to move forward with this
plan and will allow our schools to
have smaller classrooms again. I'm
in as well!

1132-2 at 181

1092-20 at 16
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Jennifer Moore; 9/12/12;9:25 a.m.
I'm not completely opposed but would
definitely want to do some research.

I lived in Clay when they tried to
form a school system and that failed.
But Clay does not have much of a
retail tax base. I feel we would be of
greater advantage if we went this
route, Kelli, it’s crazy that your house
was not Gardendale yet they bus kids
in from all other. I do wonder what
other kinds of can of worms it would
open. I feel confident they could all
be addressed but it would be nice to
see a checklist of sorts.

1132-2 at 181

1092-20 at 16

Misti Sanderson Boeckle; 9/13/12;
1:41 p.m.

Dennis I'm trying to wrap my brain
around your words and I just cant
understand your thought process!
This is about our community and
keeping the quality of education for
our kids in tact! We are seeing
terrible overcrowded classrooms in
our schools due to the poor
management of our government in
the education system! I have been a
PTA board member at Gardendale
Elementary for 9 years and the
changes that have occurred in those
nine years as far as the quality of
education our kids are getting is
going downhill and it’s all due to the
poor decisions made within our
government about our education
system and the overcrowding in our
schools it has caused! Dennis did you
know we are sending school buses to

1132-2 at 183

1092-20 at 18

4
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Center point and bussing kids to
OUR schools in Gardendale, as well
as from Smithville! This is all due to
the “No child left behind act”that ifa
school doesn’t make AYP they can go
to another school within their county
system. This law had good intentions
but has really created a mess for the
schools. Smithville kids have been
bused here for years due to the
desegregation from decades ago and
that should have already been
changed because we have a very
diverse population now in our area.
We are busting at the seams and
can’t continue on this path! Would
YOU want to teach a class of 27 five
year olds, or 28 5th graders! That’s the
class sizes we currently have at
Gardendale Elementary School, 879
students and growing. Our
elementary school has no more room
to put another trailer. How can the
teacher effectively teach that many
children in one class and they get a
good quality education! People are
already talking about leaving our
community to seek out a school
system with smaller classrooms! I
don’t want to see the place I was born
and raised in turn into a place people
flee from because the quality of
education has gone downhill! So some
research here Dennis and you’ll really
be shocked at what you learn. It’s not
about leaving anyone out here, it’s
about preserving our communities
and schools for future generations!
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Tim Bagwell; 10/4/12;3:15 a.m.
Jerry, you and I both want what is
best in this matter, and that is what
is sound and supportable that results
in the best outcome for the city and
the students. I deleted a couple of
posts trending towards getting
chippy, at least one of which was
mine, and softened some language in
others I made. IfI am going to
encourage keeping things from
getting testy, [ have to check twice
before I hit post like anybody else.

The city has never voted on a
property tax that was to fund a school
system that I am aware of. The last
tax voted down was directed more
towards fire department kind of stuff,
if memory serves. The city has never
had some benefits and facilities that
would accrue with a city school
system when previous discussion has
taken place, either.

You likely already know this, but
most school systems have a sales tax
component to their funding, but
primary funding in a sound school
system should be based on your
property taxes because of their
stability and predictability.

I dont know the process by which
this was addressed by the city
council. I just started a Facebook
page on this and am disposed to favor
the disposal assuming that the

1132-2 at 166

1092-20 at 12




Case:; 17-12338 Date Filed: 08/11/2017

Page: 120 of 126

numbers work and can be as inclusive

of the existing district footprint as
possible. There are quite a few
hurdles and ifit takes the kind of
heavy-duty study that costs the
citizens what I acknowledge is no
minor amount to give us the kind of
concrete date that we can base a

game-changing upon, I'm OK with it.

Tim Bagwell; 5/10/13;9:22 p.m.
With regard to nobody in particular,
unless you have specific factual
information about racial motivation
on the part of someone else here,
think twice before you hit the post
button when it comes to racism.
Blanket allegations of that sort will
be deemed a personal attack and
deleted. I'm not saying every
question about race is invalid. T am
saying that simply making a charge
that racism is the reason for
something just because you think it
might be is going to be a problem.
That kind of thing only serves to
poison the discussion. Basically, the
level of discourse we seek to have
here is that we would expect in a
face-to-face conversation with our
neighbor. Ifit can’t be said in that
manner, then I am sure there are
other groups on Facebook that cater
to a lesser level of discussion.

This is not about race, it is about
doing the best we can for our
community and all members thereof,
regardless of their skin color.

1132-2 at 124

1092-20 at 29
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Chris Lucas; 9/12/12;7:45 p.m.
Amy — part of the plan to make it
work would include Mt. Olive. 1
think it would be worth it for the sake
of education and our community.

1132-2 at 181

1092-20 at 16

David Salters; 9/12/12; 7:55 p.m.
Jennifer, Mt. Olive will one day be in
Gardendale city limits. As a matter
of fact, all of Jefferson County will
one day be in the city limits of some
municipality. So why not go ahead
and support the move now since it
will help with the schools?

1132-2 at 181

1092-20 at 16

Staci Stmon Glover ;10/2/12;
4:50 a.m.

As a Brookside native, Gardendale
High graduate, and Gardendale
resident whose child attends Snow
Rogers, I would hope that Brookside
children would not be cut out of this
equation.

1032-2 at 179

*not included
in 1092-20

Tim Bagwell; 10/3/12;3:51 a.m.
Staci, the Brookside part of the area
is something which has weighed
heavily on my mind and I've been
looking into it. In general, though
municipal schools are usually
restricted to residents of the
municipality, there may be some
exceptions. There are also instances
of agreements between systems in
some cases because of
geography/proximity. There are a
couple of other deals I’'m curious to
learn more about when it comes to
out-of-jurisdiction cases. It’s
certainly a question that I'm
interested in myself. Perhaps it is an

1032-2 at 179

*not included
in 1092-20

8
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issue that the study can address.

Tim Bagwell; 11/2/12;12:30 a.m.
Mayor Phillips has begun the process
of retaining Dr. Ira Harvey, one of the
most respected experts in the area of
school system feasibility. He will give
us the impartial, detailed, expert, in-
depth study and analysis that is
crucial to the decisions to come. I
thank Mayor Phillips as well as the
city council once again.

1132-2 at 160

*not included
in 1092-20

Chris Lucas; 10/2/12;10:53 p.m.
Jerry — I think you may be asking two
separate questions?

1) Will kids in North Gardendale
(who may currently be zoned for
county schools in Morris) be zoned for
a city school system? Yes. All kids
within the municipal boundaries of
Gardendale would go to schools
within the new system.

2) Would Gardendale be required to
bring in minorities from outside of
the municipal boundaries to achieve
some sort of quota? No. The school
system is for residents of Gardendale
(whatever those boundaries end up
being and whatever that racial make-
up 1s). The idea is that it might
include an expansion to include an

annexation of certain parts of Mount
Olive.

1132-2 at 167

1092-20 at 11

Chris Lucas; 10/3/12;1:22 a.m.
Jerry (maybe Renee) — I'll be the first
to say that [ donot practice in this
area and am not an expert. [ donot
think it will be an issue though. We'’ll
have to see. The feasibility study will

1132-2 at 167

1092-20 at 11

9
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address some questions, but the
feasibility study isn’t performed by an
attorney. At some point, a competent
(experienced in this area) attorney ill
need to be involved, especially in
areas such as the drafting ofa
separation agreement

Chris Lucas; 4/19/13;1:34 a.m.

A new citizens group is being formed
that will be called FOCUS
Gardendale: Future of Our
Community Utilizing Schools. The
first meeting of this group will be
held at Gardendale Civic Center this
coming Monday night at 6:30 to
discuss the proposed school system.
The official feasibility study will be
released soon. In advance of the
revealing of the study, we want to get
together as many people as possible
form BOTH Gardendale and Mt.
Olive to begin creating awareness,
and to understand questions that
may arise. Ifyou, or your friends are
unsure where you stand, this meeting
will give you the information you
need. Please make plans to attend —
this is a once in a lifetime opportunity
for our community that will be
impactful for generations to come.

1132-2 at 158

*not included
in 1092-20

David Salters; 4/23/13; 5:05 p.m.
Annexation creates a defined school
district boundary. No annexation will
leave lots of guesswork for MO and
leaves NO exposed to decisions being
made by people far removed from our
community (Dept of Justice, Jeff Co,
State of Ala, etc.)

1132-2 at 150

1092-20 at 39

10
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Tracy Orr Calvert; 4/23/13;

3:37 a.m.

@Victor, would you like to live in
Center Point or Adamsville? Wake
up, it’s closer than you may think. I
encourage you to ride around those
areas, maybe even Pinson or
Huffman and think about how
quickly an area’s demographics
change. This is about a community
wanting to progress, not regress.
Reality.

1132-2 at 143

1092-20 at 32

Chris Lucas; 5/5/13;3:32 p.m.
Fellow Mt. Olive Residents,

If you were at the meeting last night,
you may have noticed little mention
of Mt. Olive. The purpose of last
night’s meeting was to discuss the
financial feasibility of the new school
system — not annexation. The
financial feasibility is NOT impacted
either way by Mt.Olive. This is an
incredible, once in a lifetime
opportunity for the City of
Gardendale as the detailed analysis
came back as HIGHLY FEASIBLE. 1
fully expect Gardendale to move
forward. If Mt. Olive gets to be a part
of this, it will have to be led by the
citizens. So, you need to let Mayor
Phillips know that you want to be
included, and you need to let Senator
Beason know you want to be
included.

1132-2 at 119

*not included
in 1092-20

Tim Bagwell; 12/16/15; 2:34 a.m.
That’s fine, I am not disagreeing with
you regarding diversity in the city or
the children within it. But because of

1132-2 at 8

*not included
in 1092-20

11
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the desegregation order, the courts
have broad oversight within the
county. When I said this is about a
balance not just within the city limits
but within the school, I meant the
question of balance extends beyond
the city limits, it extends county
school system-wide. It effects our
ability to get the approval that we
will require in order to move forward.
See Jon’s response below regarding
previous separations and similar
actions.

As far as I can tell, Gardendale is
already more diverse than several
other county schools. I am not saying
viewing the separation through the
lens of a particular diversity goal
imposed from without necessarily is
or is not a legitimate or fair point for
a litigant or regulator to make, or if I
even agree that the county and its
residents should still be answering to
Washington and federal judges on
this issue forty years down the line. 1|
am simply saying that it is a reality
that the GBOE has to deal with. I
can assure you that they didn’t just
decide to gift a perpetual attendant
zone to an area that they are not
getting the extra 20-mil on because of
a whim. This has the hallmarks of a
specific, technical, tactical decision
aimed at addressing a recognized
road block to breaking away. Again,
this is supposition on my part, and |
wouldn’t know what quarter drove

12
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this decision if [ am actually on
target.

I don’t have to be happy with every
move that is made, and they haven
called me up and asked for my
approval. The board and their legal
counsel are diligently pursuing
breaking away from the county
system. As for me, solong as [ am
confident that they are doing their
best and are not defeating the
underlying purpose of forming a new
system, [ am going to have to extend
them a little bit of latitude.

13




