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Unit 1: Physical Geography







Unit Description: Students will use geographic tools to locate and analyse information about people, places, and environments in Tennessee and the United States. Students will further study the unique historical, economic, social, and cultural developments of Tennessee, and learn how our state impacted our nation and the world. Students will develop research, analytic, and critical thinking skills through the evaluation of evidence, interpretation of primary sources, and the construction of sound historical arguments and perspectives.
Essential Questions: 
1. What geographical and political features define Tennessee and the United States?
2.  Why is it important to know the geographical location of all 50 states
4. How do certain bodies of water and their geographical locations affect the economy?
Social Studies Standards 

5.6 Explain with supporting details why Tennessee was divided on the issue of secession the events that led it to eventually lead the union to include: state convention vote of 1861, the Free and Independent State of Scott, Hurst Nation, East Tennessee, mostly pro-Union and divided families.
5.9 Identify the Border States and the efforts of both sides to secure them to their cause. 
5.10 Create a visual display to explain the Union’s Anaconda Plan for defeating the Confederacy and how the geography of the South formed the Easter, Wester, and Trans-Mississippi theaters of war. 
5.11 Explain the significance and outcome of battles and identify their location on a map or visual representation, including: 
· Fort Sumter
· First Battle of Bull Run
· Fort Henry and Donelson
· Shiloh
· Antietam
· Gettysburg
· Vicksburg
· Chickamauga
· Franklin
· Nashville
· Appomattox Court House
5.31 Analyse the appeal of the Great Plains to settlers and immigrants, including geographical factors, railroads, homesteading rights, and the absence of the American Indian. 
5.43 Locate and map the countries of the Central and Allied Powers during World War I.
5.55 Locate the Axis and Allied Powers and the major theaters of war on a map.

Resources:
Texts
· Text Book
· Political Map (Tennessee, US, World)
· Geographical Map (Tennessee, US. World)
· Globes

Internet
· www.eduplace.com
· http://fiftystates.com 
Video
· 
· 

Assessment Tasks
· Formative 
· Summative 
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