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Unit #17
Reconstruction
Era: Reconstruction (1865-1877)

Unit Description:
Students analyze how nationally, Reconstruction took place in part with the passage of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. These amendments ended slavery and attempted to protect the rights of freedmen. Reconstruction had a particular impact on the Southern states, as they were required to implement a series of actions before being readmitted to the Union. Federal authority was affirmed, as most Southern states had to complete these actions under Military Reconstruction.
Essential Questions: 
1. What were the short term and long-term effects of the Civil War?
2. How did the government try to solve and address key problems facing the nation after the Civil War? 
3. What were the effects of Reconstructions’ goals and the plans to pursue unity?
4. How did disagreements over Reconstruction lead to conflict in government and in the South?

Social Studies Standards 

SS 8.82 Explain the significance of 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. (P) 
SS 8.83 Analyze the choice of Andrew Johnson as Vice-President, his succession to the Presidency, his plan for Reconstruction and his conflict with the Radical Republicans. (H, P, TN) 
SS 8.84 Compare the 10 Percent Plan to the Radical Republican Plan for Reconstruction. (C, P) 
SS 8.85 Explain the effects of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, including racial segregation and Jim Crow laws. (C, H, P) 
SS 8.86 Trace the rise of the Ku Klux Klan and vigilante justice, including its role in Tennessee. (C, P, TN) 
SS 8.87 Explain the movement of both white and black Northern entrepreneurs (carpetbaggers) from the North to the South. (C, E, P) 
SS 8.88 Explain the controversy of the 1876 presidential election and the subsequent removal of federal troops from the South. (H, P) 
SS 8.89 Describe the push-pull effect in the movement of former slaves to the North and West, including the Exodusters and Pap Singleton. (C, E, G, H, TN) 
SS 8.90 Describe the major developments in Tennessee during the Reconstruction Era, including the Constitutional Convention of 1870, the yellow fever epidemic of 1878 and the election of African-Americans to the General Assembly. (G, P, TN) 

Resources:
Texts
· 
· 

Internet
· 
· 
Video
· 
· 

Assessment Tasks
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