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A Mini-Unit Project

For this project you are in the role of Marine Educator who has been hired for an educational grant.  Your mission is to create a book about marine mammals that not only teaches “the basics” about the animals, but also helps the reader to explore the impact humans have on each of these species.  The book is being published for students in middle school, an area in which you are known to have quite a bit of expertise!  In order to have your project accepted by the publisher, and maybe purchased by middle schools around the country (making you not only famous, but wealthy, too!) you must follow the criteria below.  Of course, there is a deadline, so you’ll have to pace your work.  You only have a few weeks to complete the project for approval!  Good luck!

Book Criteria:

The book can be any dimension that you choose.  It can include any shape or size, but has to be set up with pages.  Each species that is included must have at least one page of it’s own.

You must include (minimum of) the following:

· 3 dolphin species

· 3 whale species

· manatees

· 2 sea turtle species

· 2 shark species
For each animal in the book you must include the following information:

· One key question that you would like to ask about this particular species.  Remember the process of writing “excellent questions” and make them serious, well thought out questions.
· Classification of each species.

· Habitat including the range of the species.  Include information about migration as it applies. 

· The status of the species– is it protected, endangered, etc.?

· Food chain and food web information.   This must include not only listed information, but an illustrated diagram as well. 

· Adaptations – recheck your definition and make sure you list physical and behavioral characteristics!

· Your own illustration (not clip art or web site pictures)

· Dangers that humans have created for each animal both directly and indirectly

· Positive human environment interactions that are affecting the species.
· Organizations that are set up to research and/or help this animal to survive in its natural habitat. 
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