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How To Use This Guide

This Parent Guide is a first step toward ensuring that
those of us who have children in school will know in language we can
all understand the basics of what it takes for our students to progress from
grade to grade and earn a high school diploma.

This gui de | sNek@ea@atonGnmnniShhee State St
the grade | evel expectations, and NANThe S
governs grades, tests, attendance, courses, and how failing students can get
assistance and accelerating students can go further and faster.

The next few pages will define terms educators use, give examples of
skills and subjects your child will be taught in each grade, explain what will
happen if your child falls behind and what help is offered to catch up, as well as
suggested things, we, as parents, can do at home.

Nothingwewritec an substitute for the best we
happening with vy o uTalktoourlchild sverg dav @aut i o n :
school. Your childbés education is a responsi
family during the chiledad2s entire educat.

We support the research that indicates when a parent is actively involved

i n their childbdés education the child per
years, research continues to be positive and convincing i families have a major
influenceon their childds academic achi evemer

The purpose of this parent guide is to give you information about the
education process as well as share ways to be meaningfully involved in your
chil dbds pr ogr es s .yproviding neesled mformatibn@ampde t hat Db
contacts into one resource guide, it will help you access services, make
deci sions about your c¢childodés educational
he/ she goes from fAstart to fini @mihiso Sin
guide, please continue to check with your school for the latest information and
guidance or visit our district website at www.hdsb.org

Your comments are welcomed so that we can update this guide and make
it even better. Please feel free to contact my office at 850-547-9341, Ext. 221,
or 701 East Pennsylvania Ave., Bonifay, Florida 32425 about this guide or any
areas concerning our schools.

Gary Galloway, Superintendent


http://www.hdsb.org/
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Why should my child have a planned and
rigorous education?

In 2010, 85 percent of occupations will require some level of education and training beyond a
high school diploma.
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

The most important factor in college admissions is student success in the most challenging high

school courses available.
Source: national association for College Admission Counseling: 2003 Survey of College Admissions Officers

Students who take rigorous courses in high school will earn, by the time they are 27 years old,
13.1 percent more in wages than those who do not i whether they go to college or not.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, 1999.

In 2008, the mean annual earnings for workers ages 18 and over were:

$21,056 less than 9™ grade

$21,007 9"-12" grade non-graduate

$31,283 high school diploma / GED

$39,506 associatebs degree

$58,613 bachel orés degree (87% more than workers
$70,856 masterd6s degree

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2009 Annual Social & Economic Supplement
(http://www.census.gov/hhes/wwwi/cpstables/032009/perinc/new04 001.htm)

Adults who have only a high school diploma are twice as likely to be unemployed as those who

have an associ at edlage ellecgtioneard more tha threetimes as likely to be
unemployed as those with a bachelorbés degree or
Source: Alliance for Excellent Education, July, 2009

Nationwide, about a third of first-year college students in 2007-08 had taken at least one remedial
course. At public two-year colleges, that number rises to about 42%.
Source: The Associated Press, article by Christine Armario, May 11, 2010

Eighty percent of the fastest-growing jobs in the United States require at least some
postsecondary education.
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, 2005
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[erms Ever 0uld Know

Academic Improvement Plan
This is a plan that parents and teachers develop together when a child is having trouble keeping up with the

skills required at his/her grade | ev e | . This plan, which is written out an

chart and measure progress.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

This is the term No Child LeftBehinduses t o explain that your childés schoo

goals.

Bright Futures Scholarship Program

A scholarship program fully funded by the Florida Lottery involving three scholarships: Florida Academic
Scholars Award, Medallion Scholars Award, and Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award. Refer to the
website for information: www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/

Exceptional Student Education Program

Through this program, AESE, 0 st udoadesignedwhrough andrdigicudd i | i t i es
Educational Plan (IEP) to meet their specific needs. ESE students seeking regular diplomas take the same

tests and are graded on the same scale as other students.

Extracurricular Activities
These are school-sanctioned activities, like clubs or athletic teams, that occur either before or after school.

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)

This is a series of tests that are given to all public school students in the state of Florida in grades 3-10 during

March. These tests measure your childés performance on the
chil dbés ma-masteny ¢f Grade Laved Expectations. Visit fcat.fldoe.org for more info.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The free federal application form students must first complete in order to apply for virtually all forms of financial
aid assistance. For more info, visit www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Grade Point Average (GPA)

rmn

The average of a studentds semester grades, starting wit

4.0 scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1) . AWei ghted gradeso for
means a grade in a weighted course is worth more than it is in a non-weighted course. For example, an A in an
honors course might be worth 5 points instead of the usual 4, a B worth 4 points instead of 3, etc.

Grant

A type of financial aid that does not have to be repaid. Generally, grants are for undergraduate students and the
grant amount is based on need, school cost, and enroliment status. Pell grant is the most common federally
funded grant.

5
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Highly Qualified Teacher

This is the term No Child Left Behind uses for a teacher who proves that he or she knows the subjects he or she
is teaching, has a college degree, and is state-certified. NCLB requires that your child be taught by a highly
qualified teacher in core academic subjects.

Individual Education Plan (IEP)

This is an individual plan designed by teachers, parents and representatives of the school district to meet the
individual learning needs and styles for a special needs student. The plan lists special accommodations,
academic goals, and teaching methods.

Pupil Progression Plan

This is a technical document detailing federal, state, and local rules concerning attendance, course of study,
report cards, promotion and retention, teasing, grading, academic standards, credits, and related topics. Itis
reviewed annually by the School Board. The full text is available in hard copy at every school or on the district
web site.

Retention
This refers to a student who does not progress to the next grade level.

Scholarships
These are awards that do not usually have to be paid back. They are given to students who demonstrate or

show promise of high achievement in areas such as academics, athletics, music, art or other disciplines.

School Advisory Council (SAC)
The SAC is an organization made up of parents, teachers, school staff, and members of the business
community. The SAC helps write the School Improvement Plan and assists in budget decisions.

Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
This is the term NCLB uses to refer to the free tutoring and extra help with school work in subjects such as
reading and math that children from low-income families may be eligible to receive at Title | schools.

Title |

This is the part of NCLB that supports programs in schools and school districts to improve the learning of
children from low-income families. The U.S. Dept. of Education provides Title | funds to states to give to school
districts based on the number of children from low-income families in each district.
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How to enroll your child in school

In order to enter kindergarten, a child must be 5 on or before September 1. In order to enter first grade,

achildmustbe6 on or before September 1. Enrolling in school
age, a medical examination, contact information in case of emergency, and an address are necessary to enroll a
student. You will also have to provide docume nt s showing that your childds i mmur

Check with your local school for any additional required information.
By law, children up to age 16 must come to school and parents may be prosecuted if children do not
attend. Your child cannot succeed in school if he/she does not attend regularly. Too many absences could
af fect your childés academic performance and prevent you

o ] Report Cards
To enroll your child in school, you will need the

following: Students receive report cards every nine weeks and
mid-term progress reports every 4% weeks. For

A Yourchi |l dés certified bir tgfecifieQueéstions dsiydréhil dos teacher .
A Your childos certified i mmunization records
A lf transferring, your chi b&iag e BE&OSEHSE Fof Yol Sludent
previous school or if home schooled your
~childos portfolio and aqHheHENes DiriBt!SchéoPSystem serves the
A In some cases, your child may need to be population with schools geographically distributed
tested or screened to ensure proper to meet the educational needs of residents

academic placement level. throughout the county. Zoning restrictions are not

observed so your child can attend any Holmes
School Dress Code County School that is grade-level appropriate.
Transportation is provided for the school that serves
Check with your childés schyggbomSunifysTherdofedsould yol chdose aa s
it will vary from school to school. It is important for school that is not in your immediate community, you

children and teens to learn to dress appropriately. will need to provide transportation to and from
School is a place of business where people come to school for your child. For specific transportation
learn. It is not the beach, the soccer field or the information, contact your chi

gymnasium. Explain this to your children as they
need to learn in the workforce appropriate dress is
necessary. Please support the school in this effort
to prepare your child for the professional world and
workforce beyond the school years.

Telephone Numbers and Contacts ‘\7

Contact your childbs teacher ar fice
should you have a change in address, telephone
numbers and/or contacts. The school is taking care
of your child(ren) during the school day and may
need to reach you for an emergency or another
matter of interest.

S
o

XS4\
OoChil dren are the
send to atime wei | | never

John W. Kirkland



What can you do before your child
starts school?

Becoming a good reader begins long before the child comes to school. Things that
parents can do with their children before they enter school are:

V Talk to your infant and toddler to help him learn to speak.

Read to your baby every day starting at six months of age.

Use sounds, songs, gestures and words that rhyme to help your baby learn about
language.

Point out print in places like your home and the grocery store.

Listen to your child.

When reading to your child, follow the words with your finger so that your child learns to
follow from right to left.

Set a good example for your child by reading books, newspapers, and magazines.
Limit the amount and type of television your child watches.

<< <<< <K<

For more information about this check: www.NationalReadingPanel.org
www.justreadflorida.com

or call 1-800-USE-LEARN.

For a quick answer __call:
Pre-Kindergarten programs Al @
850-547-5928 ext 253 © %@
Health exams/immunizations @%
Your childés school g
School attendance policies
Your childbdéds school

Getting ready for school

1. Before the school year begins, find out as much as you can about the school your child will
attend. Schools can differ greatly.
Ask the school principal for a school handbook. This will answer many of your questions.

pwN

Find out if the school has a Web site and, if so, get the address. School web sites can

provide you with access to all kinds of information, schedules of events, names of people to

contact, rules and regulations, and so forth.

5. Talk with your child about school. Let him/her know that you think school and learning are
important.

6. Ask if all teachers are highly qualified. Do they meet state standards and guidelines?

7. Ask what teaching methods and materials are used.

| f you have not seen it, ask to |l ook at

i|de

t he


http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org/
http://www.justreadflorida.com/

Next Generatio®unshine State Standards
What teaching, grades, and tests are based upon

You may have heard about the Sunshine State Standards in media stories about education or
from teachersando f f i ci al s at your <c¢childds school . The standar
academic subject, and are followed by every public school in Florida. They state what your child is
expected to know at different grade levels.
For instance, by; the end of 2" grade, a student should be able to predict what a passage or
piece of writing is about based on its title and illustrations. By the end of 12" grade, a student should be
able to examine a literary work from several critical perspectives. Classroom instruction in every subject
from Art to Zoology is based on these standards and grades show how well students are performing
according to the standards.
Each spring, two standardized tests are given in Holmes County Schools to measure how well
students have learned these standards. These tests, which currently measure reading, writing, science
and math abilities, are often referred to as the FCAT or Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test. Ask for
a copy of the standar dgstohttp://wwonfldoeorh/i Ydéds sbhbdbsoperfor |
on those tests can affect whether or not he moves on to the next grade. All students who want to earn a
standard high school diploma must be able to pass the FCAT. Teachers are teaching the standards that
are measured by these tests. These are skills your child will use throughout life.

Why Students Are Testéd/Nhat the Scores Mean

As students return to school for the new year, they are lookinguahber of changes to the

state assessment program and graduation requirements. When Florida revised its Next
Generation Strategic Plan last year,-efdourse exams were expanded in middle and high

schools for the purpose of increasing student achievieanelimproving college and career

readiness. This past year Algebra | students were required to take the Algebdd-tearse

exam that counted 30% of the final grade. Th
Algebralandtheendf-cour se exam t o r ec &graders aerasalréquired Thi s
to take and pass Geometry and take the Geometrgfermlirse exam which counts as 30% of

the final Geometry grade. Students are also required to take and pass Biology and take the
Biologyendof-c our se exam which counts as 30% of the
exam, students will take these tests on the computer. The state is continuing the shift toward
computer based testing with studentsfrad 18" grades taking # Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) in reading on computer. Grad&8 ®ill take FCAT reading and

grades 3B will take FCAT mathematics. All of these assessments test the Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards. Enterifigy@ders this gar and in the future are required to

complete one ofine course before graduation. Computer proficiency is becoming more and

more critical for student success.

Each year the requirements become more rigorous. Students enfegiagl®s in 2012013

will have to take and pass Algebra | and pass theoéodurse exam to receive credit as well as

take and pass Geometry and Biology and theadrmburse exams associated with the course to

receive credit. Students must also take and pass a U.S. Histose and an eraf-course

exam that will count 30% of the final course grade. Students must also earn an Algebra Il credit

or an approved equivalent course.


http://www.fldoe.org/

Students enteringgrade in 2012014 must meet all the above requirements and pass eithe
Chemistry or Physics or an approved equivalent course and pass one equally rigorous science
course from the state approved list. Students must also take and pass a U.S. History course and
pass the endf-course exam to receive credit for the courseid&its in middle school will also

be required to take a Civics course and take a Civic®endurse exam which will count 30%

of the course grade.

In 201415, students in grades13 will take the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for Collegand Careers). Florida is one of 24 states participating in PARCC to
develop k12 assessments in English and math based on the Common Core Standards, the
national standards recently adopted by Florida and other states across the county. PARCC is
fundedby Race to the Top, a federal education initiative. Students will continue to take the
above mentioned eraf-course exams. For more information, you can visit the following
websites:

Endof Course examshttp://fcat.fldoe.org/fcat2/cbt.asp

Next Generation Sunshine State Standards
http://www.floridastandards.org/Standards/FLStandardSearch.aspx

Common Core Standardsvww.corestandards.org

PARCC- http://www.parcconline.org/

Or visit the Holmes County School Board websitenatv.hdsb.org For more informatin you
may contact Sheri Brooks at (850)58874 ext. 261
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Readinrgl priority

If a child reads slowly, word
by word, he/she works to
sound out the words and
does not comprehend what

Every teacher, parent, and
child knows that reading is
the most important skill
taught in elementary school.

There are five components of
reading that children must
learn in order to learn to read.
To be able to help your child in
reading, it is necessary for
parents to know and
understand the five
components. They are:

1. Phonemic awareness i
the ability to hear and
work with the sounds of
spoken language.
Phonological awareness
is the understanding that
spoken language is made
up of individual and
separate sounds. Children
need to be taught to hear
sounds in words and that

words are made up of
small parts of sounds.

2. Phonics i the ability to
understand the
connection between
letters and sounds.
Children need to be
taught the sounds that
individual letters and
groups of letters make.
Knowing the connection
between letters and
sounds helps children
decode and Asound
words.

. Fluency i the ability to
read text correctly and
quickly. Children must
learn to read words
quickly and correctly in
order to understand what
is read. Fluent readers
recognize words instantly.

is read.

. Vocabulary development

Learning the meaning and
pronunciation of words.
Children need to have
knowledge of written and
spoken words, know what
they mean, and how to use

them.

Rending@omprehension

The ability to understand,
remember, and tell what is
read. Children need to be
taught the steps good
readers use to make sure
they understand the text.

How Can You Encourage Your Child to Read?

. Read aloud to your child often. Start reading to your child when she is a baby and keep reading as
she grows up. As you read, talk with your child. Encourage her to ask questions and to talk
about the story. Ask her to predict what will come next.

fun develop the skills to be better readers at school.

pencils and paper available.

Buy a childrenés

di c tuipoon ahrayb iatn.d

such as after school or summer reading programs.

11
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Encourage your child to read on his/her own. Children who spend at least 30 minutes a day reading for

Set aside quiet time for family reading. Some families even enjoy reading aloud to each other, with each
family member choosing a book, story, poem or article to read to the others.

wirhiet ifnlge tmdast elroio

Visit the library often. See that your child gets his/her own library card as soon as possible.

Get help for your child if he has a reading problem. Ask his/her teachers about special services,



Monitoring school work

What Can | Do at Home to Help My Child
Succeed in School?

1. Create a home environment that
encourages learning and schoolwork.
Establish a daily family routine of
mealtimes with time for homework,
chores, and bedtime as well as time for
family activities.

2. Show your child that the skills he/she is
learning is school are an important part of
the things he/she will do as an adult. Let
him/her see you reading books, newspaper
and computer screens; writing reports,
letters, e-mails and lists; using math to
figure change or to measure for new
carpeting; and doing things that require
thought and effort.

3. Make sure that your home has lots of
reading materials that are appropriate for
your child. Keep books, magazines and
newspapers in the house. You can find
many good books and magazines for your
child at yard or library sales. Books make
good gifts.

4. Encourage your child to use the library.
Ask the librarian to tell your child about
special programs for your child.

5. Limit TV viewing to no more than one hour
on a school night. Be aware of the shows
your child likes to watch and discuss with
him/her. The same goes for video games
and be especially aware of internet usage.

12

How Can | Tell How Well My Child is Doing in
School?

1. Ask your child to show you his/her school
work, (not just the grades) and also any
comments made by the teacher.

2. Check report cards carefully for subject
grades, attendance and conduct. Ask the
teacher or school counselor for other kinds

of information about your chil
performance, such as test scores and
teacher observations.

3. Find out if your- chil

mail to communicate with parents. Using
e-mail will allow you to send and receive
messages at times that are most
convenient for you.

4. Ask teachers to show you examples of
successful work and compare it to your
chil dbés wor k. Listen
comments about your ch
he/she needs to do to improve. Plan with
the teacher how you can work together to
help your child do better work.

to
il d

5. Use school web sites, and other services
to get information about school activities
or to ask teachers and school personnel
questions.

6. Attend parent-teacher conferences that
are scheduled during the year.

7. Volunteer and/or serve on parent advisory
committees or other parent involvement
activities.

dos

o
n =



Homework is a part of school and you can help your child do it well. Homework is given for a variety of
reasons: practice, review, prepare for upcoming lessons, or teach them how to work on their own. The right
amount of homework depends on the age and skills of the child. National organizations of parents and teachers
suggest that children in kindergarten through second grade can benefit from 10 to 20 minutes of homework
each school day. In third through sixth grades, children can benefit from 30 to 60 minutes a school day.
Because reading at home is especially important for children, reading assignments can increase the amount of
time spent on homework beyond the suggested amounts. Notice how long it takes your child to complete
assignments. Observe how he/she is spending his/her timed working hard, daydreaming, and getting up and
down? This will help you prepare for a talk with the teacher. If you are concerned that your child has either too
much or too little homework, talk with his/her teacher and learn about homework policies and what is expected.
The difference in test scores and grades between children who do more homework and those who do
less increases as they move up through the grades.

Here are some tips for homework:

e Talk with your childés teacher about homework polici
homework assignments, how long they should take, and how the teacher wants you to be involved in
helping your child complete them.

e Agree with your child on a time to do homework every day.

e Make sure that your child has a consistent, well-lit, fairly quiet place to study and do homework.
Encourage your child to study at a desk or table rather than on the floor or in an easy chair. Discourage
distractions such as TV or calls from friends.

e Make sure the materials needed to do assignmentsd papers, books, pencils, a dictionary, encyclopedia,
computerd are available. Show your child how to use reference books or computer programs and
appropriate Web sites. Ask your child to let you know if special materials are needed and have them
ready in advance.

e Talk with your child about assignments to see that he/she understands them.

e When your child asks for help, provide guidance, not
help him/her understand and use information or help him/her become confident in his/her own abilities.

¢ If you are unable to help your child with a subject, ask for help from a relative. Also see if the schooal,
library or a community or religious organization can provide tutoring or homework help.

e Check to see that your child has done alltheworka s si gned. Sign the homewor k i
requires this.

e Watch for signs of frustration or failure. Let your child take a short break if he/she is having trouble
keeping her mind on an assignment.

e Read the teacher 86s ¢ ommaearetigned ff a grablent @mean epnarrangettch a t
meet with the teacher and work out a plan and a schedule to solve it.

Helping with homework can be a way for families to learn more about what their children are learning in
school and an opportunity for them to communicate both with their children and with teachers and
administrators.

13



Working With Schools and Teachers

How can | be more actively involved with my

Attend back-to-school nights, student exhibitions and other school events.
Get to know the teachers and other school personnel. Listen to their plans, know what
they hope to accomplish with their students, and understand why they chose these goals.

Attend parent organization meetings. Voice your hopes and concerns for your child and for
the school. Help organize parent-teacher meetings around your interests and those of other
parents.

Offer to tutor students. If you are comfortable with technology, volunteer to be a computer
tutor for both students and teachers, or ask if there are other ways that you can help the
school to use technology.

Offer to help in the office or the cafeteria or to chaperone field trips and other outside events.

Work in a parent resource center or help start one. In these school centers, parents may

gather informally, borrow materials on parentin
information about community services.

If you are unable to volunteer in the school, look for ways to help at home: Call other parents

to tell them about school-related activities, edit the school newsletter or make educational

materials for teachers. If you are bilingual, help translate school materials or interpret for non-
English speaking parents in your school.

Show an interest in what your child does in school. Support his/her special interests by
attending school plays, musical events, science fairs or sporting events.

Offer praise and encouragement for achievement and improvement.

14



Kind arten

Children begin receiving formal instruction in reading, writing, and mathematics in kindergarten.
Because children do not learn at the same pace, your child may be advanced or need more help than children in
his/ her age group. I f you have questi cmontarctc yrowar thidlh
teacher.

Reading/Language Arts
In kindergarten, your child is expected among other things:

To learn about the parts of a book and how to hold a book and read it

To learn how to follow print from left to right and from top to bottom on a page
To recognize words that have the same beginning sound and words that rhyme
To know a number of sound-letter relationships

To recognize some common words on sight such as:

the, I, you, come, me

To ask and answer questions about a story
To predict what will happen in a story "‘.“
To use sound and letter knowledge to spell and write words

To write letters and words and spell some words correctly
To learn and use words such as names for colors, shapes, and numbers
While reading to your child, take time to ask about the meaning of the book

In a kindergarten classroom, you should see (among other things):

¢ Children talking with their teacher and classmates about what they have read or heard

e Children enjoying books and reading

e Ateacher having children put sounds together to make words and breaking words into separate
sounds

¢ Ateacher giving instruction to children on the connection between letters and sounds

¢ Children drawing, labeling pictures, and writing messages

¢ A teacher reading many different types of books to children

¢ Children answering questions and asking questions about what the teacher reads
Mathematics

In kindergarten, your child is expected (an . ;.

¥y
To count numbers out loud to 20 B o
To count the number of items in a set up to 20
To know shapes such as rectangle, circle, triangle, and square ,
To measure using different units such as blocks, hands, or feet ! r 3
. . W --.’
To sort objects by characteristics .

What to do at home:

Talk to your child asking questions and listening to the answers

Read books together and talk about the pictures in the books

Play word games such as rhyming word games

Make an alphabet book with your child

Point out words on signs, cereal boxes, magazines, and other items in daily life

Talk about numbersinyourchil dés | i fe (number of people in the fa

15
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In first grade, the language and literacy skills of ~ Children writing more and more as a way to
students are developed and they become real communicate

readers and writers. | f vy e Childrenltlapping Sainds ie awortd,gutting
detects a problem in his/her development in sounds together to make words, dropping
reading, writing, or mathematics, you will be sounds in words, and replacing sounds in
contacted. If necessary, an Academic words

Improvement Plan will be written for your child ~ A teacher using new words and urging the
outlining strategies and steps to take to help your children to use words they have learned
child progress at the expected rate. If you have

guestionsorconcernsabout your chil doés Mathematics

devel opment , contact your c Bytheerdsf 11 geadec Yo child is expected
(among other things):

Integrated reading ~ To estimate the number of objects in a set
By the end of 1% grade, your child is expected ~ To order objects using length, height, and size
(among other things): ~ To name and draw figures: square, rectangle,
~ To begin to understand why people read i to triangle, circle and parallelogram
learn and to enjoy ~ To count forward and backward from 0-100
~To count the number of syllables in a word ~ To use a calendar to determine day, month,
~To put together and break apart sounds of one- and year
syllable words ~ To correctly identify coins and their values
~To read one-syllable words using what he/she
knows from phonics What to do at home
~ To use phonics to sound out words he/she ~ Talk often with your child to build listening and
doesndét know speaking skills
~ To read aloud first grade books and understand ~ Read to and with your child often and stop and
what was read talk about what you have read
~ To read and understand simple written ~ Listen to your child read books from school
directions ~ Play word games like blending sound to make a
~ To use invented spelling to try to spell words word and replacing a letter to make new words
~ To understand there is a correct way to spell ~ Encourage your child to write letters, notes,
words lists, and stories often.

~ To use capital letters and simple punctuation
~ To write stories, lists, letters

In afirst grade classroom,
you should see (among other things):

~ A teacher helping children use appropriate
language

~ Children talking about what they have read,
retelling stories, and making up stories

~ A teacher reading aloud to children and
showing parts of print as she reads

~ Children learning to blend sounds to read words
and learning sight words

~ A teacher giving instruction in phonemic
awareness, showing how to do activities and
assisting the children
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Second Grade

In second grade, children improve their word recognition and word study skills and develop fluency
(the ability to read quickly and correctly). The students are also working on comprehension and vocabulary

devel opment to grow as readers. I f your childdéds teache
writing, or mathematics, you will be contacted. If necessary, an Academic Improvement Plan will be written
for your child outlining strategies and steps to take to help your child progress at the expected rate. If you
have questions or concerns about your chil dds devel opme
Integrated Reading V  Children learning new words and how to use
By the end of 2™ grade, your child is expected them correctly;
(among other things): V  Children reading different kinds of books and
V  To read a large number of regularly spelled asking questions about the reading.
one and two syllable words;
V  To figure out how to read a large number of Mathematics
words with more than two syllables; By the end of 2" grade, your child is expected
V To read and understand a variety of second (among other things):
grade level fiction and nonfiction books; V. To know the difference betw
V To answer #fAhow, oi fiavhy, 0 dmdemwmlat O
guestions; V To estimate time, money, and temperature;
V  To read information from diagrams, charts, V  To add and subtract one and two digit
and graphs; numbers using a variety of strategies;
V  To recall information, main ideas, and details V' To determine if a number is odd or even;
after reading; V To name and create 2-D and 3-D figures;
V To pay attention to how words are spelled and V  To explore units of measure such as inch,
correctly spell the words he/she studies; foot, and yard.
V To write different types of writings (stories,
reports, letters); What to do at home
V To pay attention to spelling, capital letters, Ask your child to reread a paragraph or page
and punctuation in writing; to build fluency;
V  To use clues in the text to figure out what Help your child learn correct spellings or
words mean; words;
V  To build a better vocabulary using synonyms Help your child use a dictionary;

Practice addition and subtraction facts;
Help your child measure items around the
house;

In a Second Grade Classroom Encourage your child to write often;

You should see among other things: Ask questions about what your child has read
V  Ateacher helping children use phonics to or have your child ask questions.
sound out words and helping them learn
spellings and meanings of word parts;
Children reading words correctly and being
able to figure out what words mean
A teacher reading aloud to children modeling
fluent reading;
Children improving their oral reading by
rereading selections aloud;
A teacher helping children plan their writing
and then teaching them how to revise, edit,
and refine;

(similar meanings) and antonyms (opposites);
V To use nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

<< << < <

< < < <
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Third Grade

In third grade, children continue to improve work-study skills and further develop comprehension and
vocabulary knowledge. They also work on refining writing and spelling skills. It is critical that children be
reading on grade level by the end of third grade. Children who fail to make good progress in reading before
they enter fourth grade are likely to have trouble in the upper grades. In the spring of third grade, your child
will have his first encounter with FCAT. He/she will take two tests in reading and two tests in mathematics.
To emphasize the importance of being able to read on grade level by the end of third grade, the State of
Florida has mandated that any third grade student who scores Level 1 in the reading portion of the FCAT
must be retained unless he/she meets the criteria for Good Cause Promotion.
I f your childés teacher detects a problem in his/ hert
you will be contacted. If necessary, an Academic Improvement Plan will be written for your child outlining
strategies and steps to take to help your child progress at the expected rate. If you have questions or
concerns about your childbés devel opment, contact your ¢

Integrated Reading

By the end of 3" grade, your child is expected (among other things):

A To use phonics knowledge and word parts to figure out how to pronounce words;

To read with fluency;

To read a variety of third grade level texts with fluency and comprehension;

To compare and contrast characters and events in a reading;

To discuss themes and messages of stories;

To distinguish cause from effect, fact from opinion, and main ideas from supporting details;
To understand and read graphs and charts;

To use context clues to get meaning from what he/she reads;

To independently review written work for errors in spelling, capitalization, and punctuation;
To write with detail and increase vocabulary;

To use context clues to figure out word meanings;

To edit and revise writings to make them easier to understand and read;

To use nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs correctly;

To develop vocabulary and knowledge through independent reading.

I D I B DD D D D D> >

In a Third Grade Classroom

You should see (among other things):

A Ateacher helping students learn the spellings and meanings of word parts such as prefixes, suffixes,
and root words;

Children using their knowledge of phonics and word parts to figure out words;

A teacher making sure that children are working on developing fluency and monitoring their
progress;

Children working on fluency by reading, reading, and rereading;

Children writing using figurative language, dialogue, and vivid descriptions;

A teacher working with children on how to edit, revise, and refine writing;

Children reading their writing to other children for suggestions;

A teacher teaching specific words from selections the students are about to read;

A teacher showing children how to use a dictionary and thesaurus to learn about meanings of words;
A teacher helping children understand and remember information from a nonfiction text.
Children giving answersito dghewt i coMisvhy, 06 and fAwhat

>

T
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By the end of 3" grade, your child is expected (among other things):

D>y D> D> >

>
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For more information about reading:
www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading

Third grade --- continued

Mathematics

To solve a variety of word problems using addition and subtraction
To write an equation for a word problem;

To estimate the answer to addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems;
To add and subtract one, two, and three-digit numbers accurately and quickly using a variety of
strategies;

To know basic multiplication facts;

To demonstrate multiplication and division concepts through a variety of activities;

To explore flips, slides, and 180 degree turns;

To estimate length, height, weight, and area;

To use a ruler to measure to the nearest whole number;

To create and read pictographs and bar graphs;

To predict and verify which of two events is more likely to happen.

What to do at home

Help your child become a fluent reader by having him/her reread a paragraph or page until he/she
can read quickly with no errors;

Help your child learn the correct spelling of words;

Help your child use a dictionary and thesaurus;

Read often with your child and stop while reading to discuss what your child has read;

Listen to your child read books that he/she brings home from school;

Give your child opportunities to estimate items in the house 7 candy in a jar, socks, in a drawer, etc.
Give your child opportunities to measure items at home i the length of the table, the height of a
chair, the weight of a box, etc.;

Have your child create mathematics problems and then work together to solve them;

Provide writing opportunities for your child.

www.justreadflorida.com

www.fcrr.ort/ForParents/forparents.htm

www.parentsmart.com

www.familyeducation.com
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When a child enters fourth grade, his/her school experience begins to take a different route.

This is especially true in the area of reading. During kindergarten through third grade, your child

was Al earning to reado and
|l earn. o For this reason a
grade.

(FCAT Writing) in fourth grade in which he/she will be asked to give a written response to a prompt.

now t hat he i s i
child should

Writing is extremely important in fourth grade, as well. Your child will take a writing test

The mathematics will be more difficult in fourth grade. Additionally, science and social studies

become

more i mportant
In fifth grade,

your

subjects, as
c hi

fourth

|l dos skills in

develop. Your child will take two tests in reading when he takes the FCAT and two tests in math.
He/she will also be tested on his/her knowledge of science and also on the process of gathering
information to learn about science.

D> D>y B> D> >

p>

To summarize text;

To identify common types of literature;
To know the difference between fact
and opinion;

To identify chronological order;

To write to communicate ideas and
information;

To write to tell a story and to explain;
To write an equation for a word
problem;

To plot points on a graph;

To determine the measures of angles;
To recognize the force of gravity;

To use simple maps, globes, and
other models to identify and locate
places;

To understand that America was
settled for religious, economic, and
political reasons;

To know basic needs and how
families in the U.S. and other
countries meet them;

To know how to collect data and
interpret that date in order to explain
an event or idea.
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To read a variety of fifth grade texts
with fluency and comprehension;

To identify the main idea and
supporting details in text

To make inferences and draw
conclusions from text;

To compare and contrast information
in text;

To write to communicate ideas and
information;

To write to tell a story and explain;
To add and subtract fractions, mixed
numbers, decimals, and percents
using a variety of methods;

To solve problems using more than
one operation;

To know the many ways energy can
be transformed from one type to
another;

To know how plants and animals
interact in the environment;

To recognize that modern America is
shaped by the contributions of all
cultures;

To understand the concept of
representative democracy.

n
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Middle School

Middle school is designed to be a supportive place for pre-teens who are going through physical and
emotional changes. The middle school curriculum is more academically departmentalized than elementary but
less specialized than high school. Besides the core academic courses (language arts, math, science, and social
studies), middle school students are also able to take reading, band, PE and a selection of exploratory vocational
classes. Students can also participate in sports and clubs offered at school.

What your child should be learning in middle school

Every child in the State of Florida should be learning the same things in the same grades. The Florida
Department of Education has created a list of learning goals for students in every grade. This list is called the
Florida Sunshine State Standards. Schools are supposed to make sure that their teachers are teaching these
skills in their classrooms. Here are some of the important skills outlined in the Florida Sunshine Standards that
your child should be learning at school between grades six and eight:

Read and analyze types of books and stories, including novels, nonfiction, plays and poetry,
Make effective oral presentations,

Understand the rules of the English language and apply them in writing,

Understand basic algebraic and geometric concepts,

Conduct scientific experiments in class,

Understand the structure of the U.S. government and the principles of American democracy,
Use maps and write reports about the geography of the world,

Write reports and other documents using correct grammar and punctuation.

Organize school papers and assignments; keep records of assignments,

Use integers, fractions, decimals, percentages and other types of numeric expressions,
Solve scientific problems using scientific processes,

Use a computer to write a report, create a graph, and make a chart,

Conduct research on assigned topics,

Use measurements to solve math problems that are related to real world situations,
Understand the basics of physical and biological science.

Study the history of Florida, the nation, and the world.

< <K<K <K<K LKL LKL LKLKLKILKK<LKKL

How to help your laild do better:

Require your child to read something that interests him/her for 30 minutes each day.

« Involve your child in activities involving measurement where he/she must read and follow directions: cooking, building, assembling
items, etc.

* Provide a place and a time for your child to study every day.

e Link privileges to performance.

Poor performance at middle school is sometimes caused by poor attendance. If grades or test scores begin to dip, stay in close

touch with school officials regarding tardiness or truancy.

¢ Read the school newsl etter. Visit the school 6s website.

e Attend parent meetings. Meet the teachers. Ask questions.

« Dump out the backpack every day to see what the school is sending home.

e Ask to see Ploaunrnecrh,id dadst oiol for keeping track of assignments
OWe cannot always build the future for ol

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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General Requirements for
Middle Grades Promotion (S.1003.4156,F.S.)
\_/

For students entering middle school in the 2009-2010 school year and thereafter:

The 2009-2010 Legislature passed House Bill 7087, creating Section 1003.4156,F. S., related to middle grades promotion.
Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2006-2007 school year, promotion from a school composed of middle grades
6, 7, and 8 requires that the student must successfully complete academic courses as follows:

1. English - 3 middle school or higher year-long courses
These courses shall emphasize literature, composition, and technical text.
2. Mathematics i 3 middle school or higher year-long courses
Each middle school must offer at least one-high-school-level mathematics course for
Which students may earn high school credit.
3. Social Studies i 3 middle school or higher year-long courses
One semester of these courses must include the study of state and federal government
and civics education.
4. Science i 3 middle school or higher year-long courses
5. Career and Education Planning 7 to be completed in 7" or 8" grade
The course may be taught by any member of the instructional staff and must include
but is not limited to, the following components:
a. Career exploration using CHOICES or a comparable cost-effective program.
b. Educational planning using the online student advising system Florida
Academic Counseling and Tracking for Students (FACTS) at the Internet
website FACTS.org and must result in the completion of a personalized
academic and career pl an. Each studentods pl
the student 6s school counsel or, and the stude

Intensive Intervention (S.1003.4145(10(b),F.S.)

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 on FCAT Reading, the student must be enrolled in and complete an
intensive reading course the following year. Placement of Level 2 readers in either an intensive reading course or a content
area course in which reading strategies are delivered shall be determined by diagnosis of reading needs. For each year in
which a student scores at Level 1 on FCAT Mathematics, the student must complete an intensive mathematics course the
foll owing year, which may be integrated into the studentd

Middle and High School Grading System (S.1003.437,F.S.)

1. Gr ade ATALO0 pergentahbissa grade point average value of 4, and is defined as
ffout standing progress. o
2. Gr ade NiB38 peecgnt) lzas sgraBepoint average value of 3, and is defined as
fabove average progress. o
3. Gr ade nIC/® peecanty bhab & graddipoint average value of 2, and is defined as
faverage progress. o
4 . Gr ade i@ percen, has b gradd pgbint average value of 1, and is defined as
il owest acceptable progress. o
5. Gr ade i B9pereent haslagradd poi nt average value of zero, and i
6 . Grade fil0 equals zero percent, has a grade point aver
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High School

High school includes grades 91 12 and is designed to prepare students to
meet the challenges of adulthood by developing their academic, leadership,
and citizenship skills. At the high school level, students start making choices about the design of their academic
programs. They are able to customize their course of study with a career in mind.

There are many things that parents can do to ensure that your children will be prepared for graduation and
college or other educational training. You can see that they take the required courses, sign up for the right tests,
complete the necessary forms, and stay on track academically. Remember, while a school counselor can be an
invaluable resource, you and your child must assume the responsibility for making sure that all college/university
requirements are met.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION OPTIONS:

Three graduation options are available to all students. The selection of a high school graduation option is the
exclusive right of the student and his/her parents. You are encouraged to discuss these plans with your school
counselor on a regular basis during the 6" i 12" grades. The options are:
1. The four-year, standard graduation program i
e 24 credits for students who entered ninth grade prior to the 2005-06 school year.
e 26 credits for students who enter ninth grade during or after the 2005-06 school year.
2. The three-year, 18-credit standard college preparatory graduation program.
3. The three-year, 18 credit career preparatory graduation program.
See your school counselor for more information on the graduation options.

EARLY ADMISSIONS PROGRAM:

Advanced students may elect to pursue a program or early admission to college under the following conditions:

1. Have completed the eleventh grade;

2. Have a minimum un-weighted cumulative high school GPA of 3.0 or an American
college Test (ACT) composite score of 21, or a Computerized Placement Test (CPT)
composite score of 96, or a Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) score of 500 verbal and
500 guantitative. Scores can be no more than two years old;

3. Have appropriate scores on all sections of the American College Test (ACT), the
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), or the Computerized Placement Test (CPT). Official
results must be on file with the college Registrar before the initial registration
period. Scores can be no more than two years old.

4. Have written permission of the high school principal and the superintendent;

5. Meet same placement test score requirements in applicable areas and chosen
program of study as all postsecondary students.

6. A student can participate in the program for a maximum of one year (equivalent of
12" grade).

7. Must enroll and maintain full-time status at Chipola and cannot be concurrently
enrolled in high school, virtual school, or another college or university.
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Acceleration Programs and Advanced Coursework

Studies show that students who complete a solid academic program in high school, including advanced courses, are more
likely to be successful in college. Students in all graduation programs are encouraged to take advantage of advanced course
offerings and acceleration programs, such as dual enrollment, early admission, the Advanced Placement Program, the
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program, the Advanced International Certificate of Education Program, and the Florida
Virtual School. These programs are available to all qualified students, no matter which graduation program they choose. For

informati on, cont act your

chil

dés school counsel or.

INTERNATIONAL BACCAULAIRHIB) DIPLOMA PROGR

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) PROGRAM

The IB Diploma Program is a rigorous pre-university course
of study leading to internationally standardized tests. The
programds ¢ 0 mp-yearha@miczlunv allow$ wso
graduates to fulfill requirements of many different natio n s
education systems. Students completing IB courses and
exams from six subject groups are eligible for college credit.
The award of credit is based on scores achieved on IB
exams. Students can earn up to 30 postsecondary semester
credits by participating in this program at the high school
level. Approximately 56 Florida high schools offer an IB
Di pl oma Program. Student s i
schools enrolled in IB courses do not have to pay to take the
exams. For information, visit http://www.ibo.org.

ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCA
(AICE) PROGRAM

The AICE Program is an international curriculum and
examination program modeled on the British pre-college
curriculum. To be considered for an AICE Diploma, a
candidate must earn the equivalent of six credits by passing
a combination of examinations at either the full (one credit)
Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS) or double (two credits)
International Advanced Level (A), with at least one course
coming from each of the three <cu
colleges and universities provide college credit for
successfully passing the exag
secondary schools enrolled in AICE courses do not have to
pay to take the exams. For information, visit
http://www.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/aice
and http://www.cie.org.uk/docs/qualifications/aice/AICE

introduction.pdf.
DUAL ENROLLMENT AND EARLY ADMISSION

These programs allow eligible high school students to enroll in
postsecondary courses. They earn credit toward high school
graduation and, at the same time, earn credit toward a college
degree or technical certificate. All 28 Florida colleges and some
of the state universities participate in dual enroliment. Students
are permitted to take dual enrollment courses on a part-time
basis during school hours, after school, or during the summer
term. Dual enrollment students do not have to pay registration,
matriculation, or laboratory fees. In addition, textbooks for dual
enrollment are provided to students free of charge. Dual
enrollment courses will be weighted the same as courses taught
through other acceleration mechanisms. Students should be
aware that grades received through dual enrollment at Florida
colleges and universities become part of the permanent
postsecondary record. State universities will not admit a student

who has less than a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

The Coll ege Boardodés AP Program i
of more than 30 college-level courses and exams offered at
participating high schools. Subjects range from art to statistics.
Students who earn a qualifying grade of three or above on an AP
exam can earn college credit, or AP credit, or both, depending on the
coll ege or uni versity. Student s
enrolled in AP courses do not have to pay to take the exams.

For information, visit
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html.

INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICAHEORDARY
EDUCATIOIRREAICE) PROGRAM (IGCSE)

The IGCSE Program is an international curriculum and examination
program designed for 14-to 16-year-old students. Participants who
obtain an IGCSE qualification from Cambridge are prepared for
further academic success, including progression to the British pre-

coll ege cudLeveltbuntiady (Al CE P
FIl oridabés public secon dAlICE cousseshdo
not have to pay to take the exams. For information, visit

http://www.cie.org.uk and click on Qualifications and Diplomas, then
IGCSE.

FLORIDA VIRTUAL SCHOOL (FVS)

The FVS offers high-quality, online high school curricula, including AP
courses. The FVS Program can be a resource for students with
limited access to AP offerings. For information, visit

http://www.flvs.net.

ADULT EDUCATION

Many school districts let high school students take courses through
their adult education program. Credits earned may be applied to
requirements for high school graduation, subject to the local school
boardds policies. For more infor
http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/adulted/

COLLEGEEVEL EXAMINATION PROGRAM (CLEP)

Students with strong content background in a subject area can earn credit
through an examination program administered by the college they attend.
One such program is the College-Level Examination Program (CLEP).
Candidates for the CLEP include students who have completed an AP
course but did not take or earn a qualifying score on the AP exam. Other
students who have taken several high school courses in one particular
subject area may wish to take a CLEP exam. For more information on
CLEP testing sites and dates, cont act t he admi ssi on
at the postsecondary institution in your area.
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GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS OF

GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS OF

GRADUATION
THREE-YEAR, 18- THREE-YEAR, 18-
SBlEeT AR REC?F:JEIEIIE'I'MPEQ(-)I—CSBS;M%- CREDIT COLLEGE CREDIT CAREER
PREPARATORY PREPARATORY
PROGRAM PROGRAM
ENGLISH 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major 4 credits, with major
concentration in composition, concentration in concentration in
reading for information, and composition and composition and literature
literature literature
MATHEMATICS 4 credits, one of which must be 4 credits at the Algebra 4 credits, one of which must
Algebra 1 or an equivalent course or | 1 level or above from the | be Algebra | or its equivalent,
series of courses or a higher-level list of courses that one of which must be in
mathematics course, and one of qualify for state geometry or its equivalent, or
which must be Geometry or an university (SUS) a higher-level mathematics
equivalent course. admission and course
Geometry or a series of
equivalent courses.
SCIENCE 3 credits in science, two of which 3 credits in science, two | 3 credits in science, two of
must have a laboratory component of which must have a which must have a
and one of which must be Biology 1 laboratory component laboratory component
or an equivalent course or series of and one credit in Biology
courses. 1 or a series of courses
equivalent to Biology 1.
SOCIAL 1 credit world history 1 credit world history | 1 credit world history
STUDIES 1 credit United States history 1 credit United States | 1 credit United States
.5 credit United States history history
government .5 credit United .5 credit United States
.5 credit economics States government government
.5 credit economics .5 credit economics
FOREIGN Not required for high school 2 credits in the same | Not required
LANGUAGE graduation, but required for language or
admission into state universities | demonstrated
(2 credits of same language) proficiency in a
second language
Visual and 1 Creollit in Dance,hMusig, Theatre, Not required Not required
; Visual Art, Speech, Debate, or
Performing Arts, Practical Arts(eligible courses
Speech, specified in CCD)
Debate, or
Practical Arts
PHYSICAL 1 credit in physical education to Not required Not required
EDUCATION include the integration of health
ELECTIVES 10 credits 2 credits 3 credits in single vocational/
career education program
and 1 elective credit OR 3
credits in single career/
technical certificate dual
enrollment and 1 elective
credit OR 5 credits in
vocational/career education
(including 3 credits in one
sequential career and
technical education program)
TOTAL 26 CREDITS 18 CREDITS 18 CREDITS
STATE Passing scores on the Grade 10 Passing scores on Passing scores on the
ASSESSMENT FCAT2.0 Reading or scores on a the Grade 10 FCAT Grade 10 FCAT 2.0

REQUIREMENTS

standardized test that are
concordant with the passing scores
on the FCAT (ACT or SAT)

Passing score on Algebra 1 end-of-
course (EOC) assessment in order
to earn course credit

2.0 Reading or scores
on a standardized
test that are
concordant with the
passing scores on the
FCAT (ACT or SAT)

Reading or scores on a
standardized test that are
concordant with the
passing scores on the
FCAT (ACT or SAT)

GRADE POINT
AVERAGE (GPA)
REQUIREMENTS

Cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0
scale

Cumulative GPA of 3.5
on a 4.0 scale in
required courses and a
weighted or unweighted
grade that ggns at least
3.0 points or its
equivalent in each of the
18 required credits

Cumulative weighted GPA of
3.0 on a 4.0 scale in required
courses and a weighted or
unweighted grade that earns
at least 2.0 points or its
equivalent in each of the 18
required credits

* Pending Legislative action




SPECIAL NOTES

s All courses earned toward the three-year, 18-credit college preparatory program must satisfy
admission requirements for the State University System (SUS). To determine which courses meet
SUS admission requirements, please use the Comprehensive Course Table.

e At least six of the 18 credits must be completed in courses that include dual enrollment, Advanced
Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, or Level 3
courses containing rigorous academic curriculum and performance standards as determined by the
FDOE.

¢ Geometry and Biology | EOC assessment is required and will count as 30 percent of course grade, if
enrolled.
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STATE MIVERSITY SYSTEM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTSqual i fy to enter one of Floridaés p

A

OR
A
OR
A

Meet the following minimum requirements:
- High school graduation with a standard diploma
- Grade point average in high school academic core courses (minimum 2.5 GPA required)
- Admissions test scores (minimum requirements)
SAT: Reading 460/Math 460/Writing 440
ACT: Reading 19/Math 19/English/Writing 18

Qualify for the Talented 20 program

Be selected throfuiglhe aadisesusdmaent @rthat considers other speci e

The 18 high school credits required for SUS admission are:

- 4 English (3 with substantial writing)

- 4 mathematics (Algebra | level and above)

- 3 natural science (2 with lab component)

- 3 social science

- 2 foreign language (in the same language)

- 2 approved electives (in certain combinations)

THE FLORIDA COLLEGE SYSTEM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To qualify to enter an associate degraswdeptrmugtr am at one of
A Graduate with a standard high school diploma

OR

A Earn a high school equivalency diploma

OR

A Have previously demonstrated competency in college credit postsecondary coursework OR

A Earn a College Placement Test (CPT) eligible Certificate of Completion

AND

A Demonstrate achievement of college-level communication and computation skills (per standardized test scores to enroll in

credit-bearing education courses)

The 18 high school credits recommended for admission to the Florida college system are:

- 4 English (3 with substantial writing)

- 4 mathematics (Algebra | level and above)
- 3 natural science (2 with lab component)

- 3 social science

- 2 foreign language (in the same language)

- 2 approved electives (in certain combinations)

For those students interested in non-degree certificate program or baccalaureate degree programs, please see an admissions
counselor as requirements may vary.

BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR 2014 HIGH SCHOOThe&A&8 ATiEBct to change with each legislative

session.
A

16 Credits in college preparatory courses in the following areas:

- 4 English (3 with substantial writing)

- 4 mathematics (Algebra | level and above)

- 3 natural science

- 3 social science

- 2 foreign language (sequential, in the same language)

Up to two additional credits from courses in the

academic areas listed above and/or AP, IB, AICE fine arts courses to raise the GPA

A 3.5 weighted GPA in the above courses, 75 hours

community services, and a best composite score 0f1290 on the SAT Reasoning Test (based on the combined Critical Reading
and Math sections only) or 29 on the ACT (excluding the writing section) to be a Florida Academic Scholar (FAS)

A 3.0 weighted GPA in the above courses and a minimum score of 1050 on the SAT or 23 on the ACT to be a Florida
Medallion Scholar (FMS)
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For other ways to qualify for
Bright Futures, visit
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf

FLORIDA GOLFEAL VOCATIONAL SCHOLARS AWARD (GSV)

A 16 credits in the following areas:

- 4 English

- 4 mathematics (including 1.0 Algebra | equivalent or higher geometry)

- 3 natural science

- 3 social science (United States history, world history, United States government, and economics)
- 1 fine, OR 1 identified practical art, OR .5 credit in

each
- 1 physical education to include the integration of
health
A A 3.0 weighted GPA in the core credits required for
graduation*

A 3 career and technical education credits in one
vocational program taken over at least 2 academic years with an unweighted 3.5 GPA in those courses
A minimum section score listed below on each section of either the CPT, SAT, or ACT (sections of different test types may
not be combined)
e CPT: Reading 83/Sentence Skills 83/Algebra 72
e SAT: Reading 440/Math 440
e ACT: English 17/Reading 18/Math 19
*College or career preparatory diplomas may be used
to qualify for GSV, with appropriate career and technical
education electives.

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/gsvrequire.htm
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