
January 14, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Regarding Jackson Central-Merry High School Zoned Students in the 2009/2010 School Year

No Child Left Behind, a federal law, requires notice to families when schools are identified for improvement or corrective action because the schools did not meet state expectations for students’ achievement.  A state review in August of 2008 revealed that Jackson Central-Merry High School met all mathematics testing requirements.  The school did not meet federal benchmarks in English/language arts and the target graduation rate.  Consequently, Jackson Central-Merry was identified for restructuring 1. The school is implementing improvements to achieve the required graduation rate.  Improvements include:
· State Department Teams and State Exemplary Educators to work with administrators and teachers
· Increased assistance from the school system’s central office staff and Exemplary Educator to analyze achievement and refine the School Improvement Plan
· Targeted resources from the school system to improve academic scheduling, math instruction, student attendance and dropout rates, guidance counseling, and social work services
· New Science Laboratories and Updated Computers
· Title I Program to supplement the regular instructional program with additional staff, training, and educational materials
· Re-accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
· Adoption of High Schools That Work, a nationally recognized reform model providing more rigorous academics for future college and career-technical training
· Implementation of a Pre-Engineering Program through Project Lead The Way, in cooperation with the State Department of Education’s Career Technical Division
· Supplemental Educational Services (free tutoring in academic subjects for qualifying students) by private companies that are state approved
· Freshman Academy to create a smoother transition for incoming ninth graders
· Credit Recovery allowing students to recover failed courses and meet graduation requirements.
Jackson Central-Merry High School has shown improvement as indicated by the mathematics state test results, and the increasing graduation rate.  However, No Child Left Behind allows families to request transfers to schools not in improvement or corrective action.  A family’s first school choice and need for transportation will be considered in processing a transfer request; however, it may be necessary to prioritize requests based on income and achievement.  Two schools are approved to accept transfers, and a comparison of state performance data is provided in the chart on the next page.

	STATE REQUIREMENTS MET:
	MATHEMATICS
	ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS/READING
	GRADUATION

RATE

	South Side High School
	Yes-77%
	No-87%
	Yes

	North Side High School
	Yes-91%
	 No-86%
	Yes

	Jackson Central-Merry High
	Yes-78%
	 No-88%
	No

	Average for Jackson-Madison
	        84%
	          88%
	

	Average for Tennessee
	        85%
	          91%
	


Students zoned for Jackson Central-Merry do not have to transfer.  Parent and community involvement in continuing to support the school is welcome.  Some of the ways to help include:
· meeting with the principal and visiting the school
· participating in parent-teacher meetings, extra-curricular activities, and school-sponsored events
· serving as a mentor for struggling students
· making sure your child attends school daily
· supporting good study habits by talking with your child often about school assignments
· limiting activities, such as television, electronic games, even part-time jobs, if necessary
· reviewing homework and test results
· encouraging participation in credit recovery and after-school tutoring, if needed
· enrolling your student in Supplemental Educational Services if he/she qualifies.
The school district must plan now for the Fall 2009 school year.  The enclosed School Choice Form must be completed and returned to your student’s current principal or to Portia Hegmon in the school system’s central office.  Forms may be hand-delivered, mailed or faxed but must be received no later than January 30, 2009.  If you receive this notice and do not reply by the deadline, your child will be required to attend the zoned school.
The following sources are available to provide you with additional information:

	Jackson Central-Merry 
	Virginia Crump, Principal
	vscrump@jmcss.org
	424-2200

	South Side High
	Jimmy Arnold, Principal
	jcarnold@jmcss.org
	422-9923

	North Side High
	Jan Watson, Principal
	jtwatson@jmcss.org
	668-3171

	Bus Transportation
	Grant Ward, Supervisor
	ghward@jmcss.org
	988-3890

	School Choice Requirements
	Portia Hegmon, Pupil Personnel
	pjhegmon@jmcss.org
	664-2534

	Frequently Asked Questions
	District Website
	www.jmcss.net

	State Report Card
	State Website
	www.state.tn.us/education/reportcard


Thank you for allowing your child to be a part of our school system.  I am honored to be your superintendent and offer my commitment to providing all Jackson-Madison County high school students with a positive, enriching educational experience.
Sincerely,
Nancy S. Zambito
Enclosure

NCLB PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE FORM 2009-2010
Return this completed form to your child’s current principal, or to Portia Hegmon, 310 North Parkway, Jackson, Tennessee 38305 (fax 664-2502 or 660-8144).   Completed forms must be received no later than January 30,  2009.  If you receive this notice and do not reply by the deadline, your child will be required to attend the zoned school.  Please print legibly, using blue or black ink.
Student:_____________________  ______________________  _______  Current Grade:______
 

( Last Name)

        (First Name)
              
             (Middle I.)    Sex: _____  Race: ___
Parent/Guardian:______________________  _______________________  ____________



( Last Name)


( First Name)

      (Middle I.)
Address:__________________________________  City:_______________  Zip:_________

Home Phone Number:_____________  Work Number:______________  Cell:____________
· I have read the enclosed letter about Jackson Central-Merry High School.
· I understand that No Child Left Behind provides the right to request a transfer.
· I understand that I do not have to request a transfer.
· I understand my student will not receive Supplemental Educational Services if s/he transfers.
For the 2009-2010 school year, I request that my child:
Attend Jackson Central-Merry High School.

This is my _______choice.*








       Mark 1st,  2nd  or 3rd
Transfer to South Side High School.                    
This is my _______choice.*






          

    Mark 1st,  2nd or 3rd
Transfer to North Side High School. 
        

This is my _______choice.*
 







          

    Mark 1st,  2nd or 3rd


My child  will  / will not   require bus transportation.   


              (please circle your answer)
Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________
Date:__________
*Only the first choice needs to be marked if the student will attend Jackson Central-Merry.  Three choices (1st, 2nd, 3rd) must be marked if requesting a transfer to South Side or North Side.  
*A parent’s first choice of schools and need for transportation will be considered in processing a transfer request; however, it may be necessary to prioritize student requests based on income and achievement.
Students approved to transfer may remain at the new school until graduation.  However, transportation for the new school may be provided only as long as Jackson Central-Merry High is in school improvement or corrective action.
For office use only
        


 Date Distributed to Parent/Guardian:	__January 14, 2009______________             Application Number:  __________      ___________





 Date Received:	______________________________________________












