Jefferson County High School
Course Syllabus

. Course — American Government
. Department — Social Studies

. Course Description - American government is designed to prepare the student for the duties
and rights of citizenship. Constitutional principles are studied, especially as they relate to the
Presidency, Congress, and the court system. Other topics covered are personal freedoms and
political participation.

. Grade Term — 9 weeks

. Grading Scale
Honors/

Range Regular College-Level A.P.
93-100 4.0 4.5 5.0

A
85-92 B 3.0 3.5 4.0
75-84 C 2.0 2.5 3.0
70-74 D 1.0 1.5 2.0

. Term Dates
a. 19 Weeks August 5, 2016 — October 7, 2016
b. 2" 9 Weeks October 8, 2016 — December 16, 2016
c. 399 Weeks January 5, 2017 — March 15, 2017
d. 4" 9 Weeks March 16, 2017 — May 25, 2017

. Textbook(s) — United States Government: Principles and Practices

. Other Required Reading
a. Declaration of Independence
b. Constitution of the United States

Other Resources
a. Odysseyware
b. Various other resources and materials

Major Assignments
a. Successfully pass the United States Citizenship Test

. Procedures for Parental Access to Instructional Materials
a. Aspen Parent Portal




b. Instructor’s Website
c. Email Instructor
d. Parent Teacher Conference
a. There are two designated conference dates during the school year. Parents who
would like to request additional meetings may make appointments for
conferences with the teachers (during their planning periods), counselors, or a
principal by telephoning the school office.

L. Field Trips
a. Any schedule fieldtrip will have a definite educational purpose and will reflect careful
planning. Signed permission forms will be obtained when an off campus trip is planned.

M. Standards & Objectives

2016.17 U.S. Government and
Civics, Quarter 1

Principles of U.S. Government, Elections
and the Political Process, Branches of
Government, Federal Government and the
Economy, Influence of Media: Students
explain the fundamental principles and
moral values of the American government
as expressed in the Constitution and other
essential documents of American
Federalism. Students evaluate issues
regarding campaigns for national, state,
and local elective offices. Students analyze
the unique roles and responsibilities of the
legislative and executive branches of
government as established by the
Constitution and the extent of federal
power. Finally, students analyze the
influence of the federal government on the
American economy. Students evaluate the
influence of the media on American political
life.

On-Going Standards On-Going “l Can” Statements




Honor the U.S. Constitution and recognize
its significance and purpose.

Constitution Day-September 17th

Federal Mandate 36 U.S. Code § 106

GC.8 Assess the claims, reasoning, and
evidence of various authors to analyze the
tensions within our Republic and the
importance of maintaining a balance
between the following concepts:

= majority rule and individual rights

= liberty and equality

= state and national authority in a federal
system civil disobedience and the rule of
law

= freedom of the press and censorship

= relationship of religion and government
= relationship of legislation and morality
= government regulation and free
enterprise

GC.38 Connect insights gained from
appropriate informational text to describe
the obligations of civic-mindedness,
including voting, being informed on civic
issues, volunteering and performing public
service, and serving in the military or
alternative service.

Use technology effectively and
appropriately to enhance the learning and
develop 21s:century learners.

Tennessee State Standards

Principles of Government Standards

GC.1 Cite textual evidence and evaluate multiple
points of view to analyze the influence of ancient
Greek, Roman, and leading European political
thinkers such as John Locke, Charles-Louis
Montesquieu, Niccolo Machiavelli, Jean Jacques
Rousseau, and William Blackstone on the
development of United States government.

[ONGOING STANDARD: GC.8]

| can honor the U.S. Constitution and
recognize its significance on Constitution
Day.

| can assess the claims, reasoning and
evidence in our founding documents,
authors, U.S. Constitution, and landmark
court cases to analyze the tensions within
our Republic as we maintain a balance
between the rights of the individual and
the good of the whole.

| can investigate and discover historical
facts and make connections that impact my
life today.

| can think in creative and innovative ways
using technology to communicate and
collaborate, research and solve problems in
an appropriate manner to learn about our
government.

Student Friendly “I Can” Statements

Principles of U.S. Government
Ongoing Objective for Section 1




GC.39 Describe the reciprocity between rights

and obligations, which is enjoying rights means
fulfilling certain obligations and respecting the
rights of

others.

GC.5 Summarize with supporting evidence why
the Founding Fathers established a constitutional
system that limited the power of government.

GC.2 Determine the central ideas in passages
from Democracy in America to examine the
character of American democracy as articulated
by Alexis de Tocqueville.

GC.3 Describe the purposes and functions of
government as outlined in the Preamble to the
Constitution and demonstrate an understanding
of current application of those purposes and
functions by identifying current government
actions related to each of the six purposes.

GC.17 Assess and cite textual evidence to
evaluate the effects of the United States
Supreme Court’s interpretations of the
Constitution in Marbury v. Madison..and the
arguments espoused by each side in these cases.

GC.10 Describe in order the steps of the process
through which the Constitution can be amended.

GC.6 Describe the systems of enumerated and
shared powers, the role of organized interests

| can read and comprehend primary source
documents[ parti cul arly Jo
Jacques RO us thathelFrarsers wr
used as references in creating the American
political system.

| can explain the Social Contract Theory and make
a connection between it and the overall purpose
of government, in particular, the U.S.
Government.

| can make a connection between the Social
Contract Theory and the tension within the
constitutional basis for balancing the protection
of individual rights and promoting the good of the
whole.

| can cite evidence from the Magna Carta,
Petition of Right and English Bill of Rights and
explain how the rights of American colonists were
violated by the British government and how this
led to the Declaration of Independence.

| can explain how Locke’s Theory of Natural
Rights influenced the Declaration of
Independence.

| can explain why the Founding Fathers set up our
government as they did, including:

= citing the difference between a
“constitutiamdedalcomepulbl
democracy’”

= give an example of each

| can describe how traditional American culture
[such as individualism and economic freedom]
influenced the creation of our government.

| can identify current events demonstrating
evidence of government limitations

| can define and provide examples for each of the
six basic principles of the U.S. Constitution,
including checks and balances, separation of




[Federalist Number 10], checks and balances
[Federalist Number 51], the importance of an
independent judiciary [Federalist Number 78],
enumerated powers, rule of law, federalism,
popular sovereignty, and civilian control of the
military.

GC. 36 Explain how economic rights are secured
and their importance to the individual and to
society, including the right to acquire, use,
transfer, and dispose of property....

GC.7 Analyze how the Bill of Rights limits the
powers of the federal government and state
governments.

GC.20 Explain how conflicts between levels of
government and branches of government are
resolved [Supremacy Clause, checks and
balances].

GC.17 Assess and cite textual evidence to
evaluate the effects of the United States
Supreme Court’s interpretations of the
Constitution in....McCulloch v. Maryland.and
the arguments espoused by each side in these
cases.

Political Participation Standards
GC.25 Analyze the origin, development, and role
of political parties.

powers, limited government, federalism, judicial
review and popular sovereignty.

| can define judicial review and explain how
Marbury v. Madisorestablished it.

| can explain the two methods of proposing
constitutional amendments from

Article V of the U.S. Constitution and why the
Founding Fathers set it up this way [difficult and
lengthy process, emphasis on federalisthecks
and balances between states and the federal
government]

| can define federalism and explain how it relates
to concurrent, exclusive and reserved powers.

I can define rule of law.

I can plot examples of exclusive, reserved, and
concurrent powers in a Venn diagram of national
and state powers.

| can explain the power of eminent domain as an
example of a concurrent power.

| can explain the relationship between the 9tand
10t Amendments and federalism.

Using examples, | can explain the relationship
between national and state governments,
emphasizing how and why conflicts arise in a




GC.28 Describe the means that citizens use to
participate in the political process [e.g., voting,
campaigning, lobbying, filing a legal challenge,
demonstrating, petitioning, picketing, and
running for political office].

GC.29 Explain the features of direct democracy in
numerous states [e.g., the process of initiatives,
referendums, and recall elections].

GC.43 Explain how civil society makes it possible
for people, individually or in association with
others, to bring their influence to bear on
government in ways other than voting and
elections.

GC.42 Explain how civil society provides
opportunities for individuals to associate for
social, cultural, religious, economic, and political
purposes.

GC.26 Explain the history of the nomination
process for presidential candidates and the
increasing importance of and difference between
primaries, caucuses and general elections.

GC.27 Analyze appropriate textual evidence to
evaluate the roles of polls and campaign
advertising, and examine the controversies over
campaign funding.

GC.30 Examine information in diverse formats
and media to analyze trends in voter turnout and
the causes and effects of reapportionment and
redistricting.

federalist system and how they are resolved with
the Supremacy Clause and checks and balances.

| can explain the outcome of McCulloch v.
Marylandas it relates to the Supremacy Clause
and the Necessary and Proper Clause.

Political Participation

| can create a timeline explaining how the United
States developed into a two-party system and
what factors continue to promote it.

| can explain how a person’s political party
affiliation is linked to certain social, economic,
etc. indicators and how those patterns change
over time.

| can define interest group and how they are
different from political parties.

| can define initiative, referendum and recall
elections and explain how and why they help to
increase political participation and voter turnout.

| can describe the methods of interest groups to
influence laws and regulation including the role
of PACs and money.

| can list the means of political participation in the
political process, emphasizing voting and recent
voter behavior and turnout.

| can list ways citizens participate in government
through petitions, protesting and speaking at
council meetings.

I can define caucus [both Republican and
Democratic]the two types of direct

primaries [open and closedind general elections
and explain the difference.

| can explain how the FEC regulates campaign
spending in federal elections.

| can describe how public opinion polls affect
individual’s voting behavior.




GC.31 Analyze the function of the Electoral
College.

GC.33 Describe the roles of broadcast, print, and
electronic media, including the Internet, as
means of communication in American politics.

GC.34 Explain how public officials use the media
to communicate with the citizenry and to shape
public opinion.

Legislative Branch Standards

GC.9 Analyze Article | of the Constitution as it
relates to the legislative branch, including
eligibility for office and lengths of terms of
representatives and senators; election to office;
the roles of the House and Senate in
impeachment proceedings; the role of the vice
president; the enumerated legislative powers;
and the process by which a bill becomes a law.

GC. 36 Explain how economic rights are secured
and their importance ....copyrights and patents.

GC.11 Identify current representatives from
Tennessee in the legislative branch of the
national government.

GC.21 Analyze the processes of lawmaking,
including the role of lobbying and the media.

GC.49 Explain how the role of government in a
mixed economy includes providing for national
defense, addressing environmental concerns,
defining and enforcing property rights,
attempting to make markets more competitive,
and protecting consumer rights.

| can describe methods used in constructing
public opinion polls and how the wording can
affect poll results and voter behavior/response.

| can explain the constitutional reason why the
government takes a census every ten years and
how that census leads to reapportionment,
redistricting, and gerrymandering.

| can evaluate how population shifts affect
congressional representation and presidential
elections.

| can explain how each state’s number of
Electoral College electors is determined and
explain the reasoning behind the establishment
of the Electoral College.

| can cite textual examples to explain how the
media influences public opinion regarding
government and politics.

| can list various media outlets and explain their
influences on campaigns and elections.

| can list various methods of communication used
by public officials to connect to the public.

Branches of Government-Congress

| can list the constitutional [formal] qualifications
to serve in the House of Representatives and the
Senate and terms in office and the role of the
Vice-President.

| can list and give historic examples of the
enumerated powers of Congress, including the
power to impeach.

| can list and give examples of the enumerated
powers of Congress, including the power to tax,
borrow, and issue copyrights and patents, among
others.

| can create a flow chart of how a bill becomes a
law, including the steps a bill takes through both
houses of Congress and the differences between




GC.50 Explain the aims of government fiscal
policies [taxation, borrowing, and spending] and
their influence on production, employment, and
price levels.

GC.53 Describe how federal tax and spending
policies affect the national budget and the
national debt.

GC.52 Explain major revenue and expenditure
categories and their respective proportions in the
budgets of the federal government.

GC.51 Describe how the government responds to
perceived social needs by providing public goods
and services.

Executive Branch Standards

GC.12 Analyze Article Il of the Constitution as it
relates to the executive branch, including
eligibility for office and length of term, election
to and removal from office, the oath of office,
and the enumerated executive powers.

GC.23 Evaluate various explanations for actions
or events through textual evidence to analyze the
scope of presidential power and decision-making
related to significant examples, including the
Cuban Missile Crisis, passage of Great Society
legislation, War Powers Act, Gulf War, and
intervention in Bosnia.

GC.17 Assess and cite textual evidence to
evaluate the effects of the United States
Supreme Court’s interpretations of the
Constitution in....United States v. Nixamnd the
arguments espoused by each side in these cases.

the process in the House and the Senate including
House Rules Committee, filibuster and cloture.

| can name the Representative for my district and
our two U.S. Senators.

| can explain the relationship between the
bureaucracy, standing committees and interest
groups and why they are called “iron triangles.”

| can define a mixed economy explain the role of
government in it and connect this to U.S.
government and fiscal policy.

| can explain Congressional expansionary fiscal
policies and how they affect key economic
variables including production, employment and
price levels.

| can explain Congressional contractionary fiscal
policies and how they affect key economic
variables, including production, employment and
price levels.

| can identify the most significant federal taxes
collected today.

| can describe federal borrowing.

| can analyze the decisions made by the
government on domestic issues and their effect
on society, such as entitlements, individuals with
disabilities and welfare reform.

| can analyze the causes and the effects of the
public debt.

Branches of Government-Executive

| can describe the primary duties and powers of
the Executive Branch as outlined in Article Il of
the U.S. Constitution.

| can list and define the enumerated executive
powers.

| can list and explain reasons why presidential
powers have expanded by using textual evidence
for support from historical examples including:




GC.24 Identify and explain powers that the
Constitution gives to the President and Congress
in the area of foreign affairs.

GC.41 Summarize the central ideas of iconic
primary documents to identify the fundamental
values and principles of a free society and
evaluate their meaning and importance,
including the writings and speeches of Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt,
John Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan.

Cuban Missile Crisis

Great Society Legislation

War Powers Act[s] 1941 and/or 1973
War Powers Act(s) 1941 and or 1973
United States Mixon

Gulf War

1 Intervention in Bosnia

| can describe methods presidents use to
influence events outside of the United States,
including treaties, diplomacy, recognition, and
military force.

| can list and describe the duties of the agencies
used by the president to carry out foreign policy,
including:

n QA

= Department of State

= Department of Defense

= Department of Homeland Security

| can explain the relationship between Congress
and the President in regards to foreign policy and
why the Constitution is set up that way.

| can determine how U.S. foreign policy has
changed over time [isolationism vs.
interventionism] to benefit the interests of the
United States in relation to various countries

giving examples, such as Ronald Reagan’s“ T e a
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2016.17 U.S. Government and Civics,
Quarter 2

The Judicial Branch, Federal Power, Rights
and Responsibilities of Citizens,
Fundamentals of a Free Society, Civil Rights,
Tennessee State and Local Government:
Students summarize landmark Supreme
Court interpretations of the Constitution and
its amendments. Students analyze the scope
and function of federal power. Students
evaluate the scope and limits of rights and
obligations as citizens, the relationships
among them, and how they are secured.
Students evaluate the fundamental values
and principles of civil society, their
interdependence, and the meaning and
importance of those values and principles for
a free society. Students analyze the
development and evolution of civil rights for
women and minorities and how these
advances were made possible by expanding
rights under the Constitution. Finally,
students identify and explain the structure
and functions of government at the state
and local levels in Tennessee.

On-Going Standards

On-Going “l Can” Statements

GC.8 Assess the claims, reasoning, and
evidence of various authors to analyze the
tensions within our Republic and the
importance of maintaining a balance between
the following concepts:

= majority rule and individual rights

= liberty and equality

= state and national authority in a federal
system civil disobedience and the rule of law
= freedom of the press and censorship

= relationship of religion and government

= relationship of legislation and morality

= government regulation and free enterprise

GC.38 Connect insights gained from
appropriate informational text to describe the

| can assess the claims, reasoning and
evidence in our founding documents, authors,
U.S. Constitution, and landmark court cases to
analyze the tensions within our Republic as we
maintain a balance between the rights of the
individual and the good of the whole.

| can investigate and discover historical facts
and make connections that impact my life
today.




obligations of civic-mindedness, including
voting, being informed on civic issues,
volunteering and performing public service, and
serving in the military or alternative service.

Use technology effectively and appropriately to
enhance the learning and develop 21stcentury
learners.

Tennessee State Standards

Judicial Branch Standards

GC.14 Explain the processes of selection and
confirmation of Supreme Court justices.

GC.13 Analyze Article Il of the Constitution as it
relates to judicial power, including the length of
terms of judges and the jurisdiction of the United
States Supreme Court.

GC.22 Identify the organization and jurisdiction of
federal, state, and local courts and the
interrelationships among them.

GC.16 Analyze judicial activism and judicial
restraint and the effects of each policy over time
[e.g., the Warren and Rehnquist courts].

GC.15 Evaluate various interpretations and
determine which explanations best accord with
textual evidence to understand the changing
interpretations of the Bill of Rights over time
including interpretations of the basic freedoms
[religion, speech, press, petition, and assembly]
articulated in the First Amendment and the due
process and equal-protection-of-the-law clauses
of the 14th Amendment through examination of
the following cases:

= Mapp v Ohio

= Tinker v Des Moines

| can think in creative and innovative ways
using technology to communicate and
collaborate, research and solve problems in an
appropriate manner to learn about our
government.

Student Friendly “lI Can” Statements
Branches of Government-Judicial Branch

| can explain that Supreme Court Justices are
appointed by the president and confirmed by
2/3rds of the United States Senate.

| can describe the primary duties and power of
the Judicial Branch as outlined in Article Il of the
U.S. Constitution.

I can list the various courts in the federal court
system, including: district courts, courts of
appeals, and the Supreme Court and outline the
process a case takes from its introduction to its
final appeal.

| can define terms related to getting the
Supreme Court to take a case, including “rule of
four” and “writ of certiorari”

| can define judicial activism and judicial
restraint.

| can identify verdicts which are outcomes of
judicial activism and judicial restraint.

| can explain incorporation doctrine.

| can explain the outcome of the Supreme Court
case of Gideon v. Wainwrighind how it relates
to the Bill of Rights.

| can articulate with textual evidence the
interpretations of the basic freedoms [religion,
speech, press, petition, and asd#yjin the First
Amendment and the due process and equal-




Engel v. Vitale

Schenck v. United States

Gideon v. Wainwright

Brandenberg v. Ohio

Texas v. Johnson

Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union

GC.WCE.1 Articulate the significant landmark case
of McDonald v. Chicago in protecting 2nd
Amendment rights.

GC.19 Write an opinion piece with supporting
details that argues whether the U.S. Constitution
is a "living document" or to determine the
“original intent” of the Founding Fathers.

Civil Rights, Civil Liberties, and Responsibilities in
a Free Society Standards

GC.46 Describe the Civil Rights Movement and
analyze resulting legislation and legal precedents.

GC.18 Explain the controversies that have
resulted over evolving interpretations of civil
rights, including those in:

Plessy v. Ferguson

Brown v. Board of Education

Miranda v. Arizona

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke
United States v. Virginia [VMI]

New Jersey v. TLO

Roe v. Wade

Korematsu v. United States

Hazelwood v. Kuhimeier

GC.47 Describe the women'’s rights movement
and analyze resulting legislation and legal
precedents.

GC.32 Cite textual evidence to defend a point of
view about the meaning and importance of a free
and responsible press.

protection-of-the-law clauses of the 14th
Amendment in the following cases:

= Mapp v Ohio

= Engel v Vitale

Schenck v. United States
Brandenberg v. Ohio

Texas v. Johnson

Reno v. American Civil Liberties Union
McDonald v. Chicago

| can explain the outcome of Miranda v. Arizona
and how it relates to the Bill of Rights.

| can compose a paragraph with supporting
details and court case examples arguing either
for judicial activism- the U.S. Constitution is a
“living document” or for judicial restraint - it is to
be interpreted by the “original intent” of the
Founding Fathers.

Civil Rights, Civil Liberties and Responsibilities
in a Free Society

| can connect the changes in policy that have
occurred as a result of Plessy v. Fergusand
Brown v. Board of Education

| can identify the changes that took place as a
result of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

| can identify the following Constitutional and
legislative acts in regards to Civil Rights — the

13th, 14th, 15thand 24t Amendments and the

Voting Rights Act of 1965.

| can explain the controversy regarding
affirmative action and the resulting decision in
the case of Regents of the Universiof California
v. Bakke.

| can identify the role of the Women'’s Rights
Movement and analyze the proposed and
resulting legislation and legal precedents, such as




GC.44 Examine the historical role of religion and
religious diversity and their impact on society.

GC.35 Analyze the meaning and importance of
each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of
Rights and how each is secured [e.g., freedom of
religion...].

GC.42 Explain how civil society provides
opportunities for individuals to associate
....religious... purposes.

GC.48 Identify legislation and legal precedents
that established rights for the disabled, Hispanics,
American Indians, Asians, and other minority
groups, including the tensions between protected
categories [e.g., race, women, veterans] and non-
protected ones [United States v. Carolene
Products, Adarand Constructors v. Pefia

GC.40 Explain how one becomes a citizen of the
United States, including the process of
naturalization.

GC. 45 Compare and contrast the relationship of
government and civil society in constitutional
democracies to the relationship of government
and civil society in authoritarian and totalitarian
regimes.

GC.37 Describe the individual’s legal obligations
to obey the law, serve as a juror, and pay taxes.

Tennessee State and Local Government
Standards

GC.54 Identify and describe the provisions of the
Tennessee Constitution that define and distribute
powers and authority of the state government.

the Equal Rights Amendment and/or the Pay
Equity Act.

| can explain the controversies resulting over the
interpretations of civil rights and women’s issues
in the following cases:

» United States v Virginia (VMI)

* Roev Wade

| can explain the controversies resulting over the
interpretations of civil rights in speech, press,
and the rights of students in the following cases:
*» Hazelwood v Kuhlmeier

= New Jerseyv TLO

» Tinker v Des Moines

| can identify the role that religion and religious
diversity has played in U.S. history and their
impact on society by giving examples.

| can reference the 1st Amendment right of
freedom of religion to explain the Establishment
Clause and the Free Exercise Clause and how
their interpretations have changed over time.

| can identify the significance of the following in
advancing the rights of minorities — disabled,
Hispanics, and Asians:

= Adarand Constructors v Pena

= Korematsu v. United States

= Americans with Disabilities Act

| can identify the right of Congress to create rules
on naturalization and explain the process of
becoming a naturalized citizen.

| can compare and contrast the rights of citizens
in the U.S. and those of citizens of totalitarian
regimes such as China and Cuba.

| can identify the responsibilities of citizens
include obeying the law, serving jury duty and
paying taxes.




GC.63 Identify the current governor of Tennessee
and examine his/her platform for improving the
quality of life in Tennessee.

GC.57 Summarize the functions of departments or
agencies of the executive branch in the state of
Tennessee.

GC.56 Explain the hierarchy and functions of the
Tennessee court system, including the distinction
between Chancery and circuit courts and identify
the current chief justice of the state supreme
court.

GC.55 Provide examples of the principles of
federalism, separation of powers, checks and
balances, and popular sovereignty in the
government of the state of Tennessee and the
balance between the grand divisions within the
state.

GC.62 Identify current representatives [per the
student’s respective district] in the Tennessee
General Assembly and research their past and
current proposed legislation that has significantly
impacted the lives of Tennesseans.

GC.58 Compare and contrast the legal, fiscal, and
operational relationship between state and local
governments in Tennessee.

Tennessee State and Local Government
| can identify the important articles of the
Tennessee Constitution including:
Article | — Declaration of Rights
Article Il — Legislative Department
Article Il — Executive Department
Article VI —Judicial Department
Article IX —who may not serve in office

| can identify our current governor of Tennessee.

| can identify our current Governor’s three main
priorities.

| can list duties of the Tennessee Department of
Commerce and Insurance, Department of
General Services, Department of State and
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation.

| can explain the Tennessee Plan and how it
affects the state court system.

| can explain the difference between Chancery
and circuit courts.

| can identify the current chief justice of the
Tennessee State Supreme Court.

| can define citizen-legislature and identify
Tennessee’s General Assembly as such and how
the Constitution limits their “legislative days.”

| can name my current representative in the
Tennessee Senate and House.




GC.59 Explain the differences among the types of
local governments in Tennessee, including county
government, city government, and metro
government.

GC.60 Describe how citizens can monitor and
influence local and state government as
individuals and members of interest groups.

GC.61 Write an opinion piece with supporting
details regarding the specific ways individuals can
best serve their communities and participate
responsibly in civil society and the political
process at local, state, and national levels of
government.

GC.64 Working with other students, identify a
significant public policy issue in your community,
gather information about that

issue, fairly evaluate the various points of view of
competing interests, examine ways of
participating in the decision making process about
the issue, and write a position paper or make a
presentation on how the issue should be resolved.

In connection with....
Public Charter 1036

*State Mandate: implement a PBA in civics over
public policy, structure of our lo¢aitate, and
federal governments, and the TN and US
Constitutions.

*This standard will not be benchmarked or part ¢
the CCE.

| can explain the role of the TN Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations
[TACIR]

| can define unitary government and identify
Tennessee as a unitary system and the
significance of the Private Act and “Home Rule.”

| can define the structure of local governments
including the mayoral model, commission model
and metro model.

| can list access points citizens have in regards to
local government including political parties,
petitions, and protests and attending meetings.

| can write an opinion piece with supporting
details to explain the specific ways individuals
can best serve their communities and participate
in the political process at the local, state and
national levels of government.

Suggested PBA Topics

| can discuss the impact growth has upon
Williamson County regarding infrastructure,
schools, taxes, civil liberties, etc...and create a
project-based assessment offering a plan for
managing the growth.

| can research voter turnout in Williamson
County and create a project-based assessment to
address areas the need improvement — poor
registration numbers, lack of participation in
certain communities, poor funding, etc.

HONORS ADDENDUM

Suggestions for Ongoing Projects for Honors
Addendums




Note for Teachers of Honors: Embed the Honors
Addendum within the regular Scope and
Sequence.

Read and comprehend history texts in the grades
11-12 complexity band independently and
proficiently.

Write routinely over extended time frames [time
for reflection and revisidrand shorter time
frames [a single sitting or a day or twddr a
range of discipline-specific task purposes and
audiences.

FYI:

TCA, Section 49-6-1028

Judicial Branch:

| can participate in a Mock Trial simulation and
demonstrate the various parts of a trial.

Civil Rights, Civil Liberties & Responsibilities:

| can evaluate a major piece of legislation from
the civil rights movement or women’s movement
and research its effectiveness and relativity
today.

| can research governments of other countries to
compare and contrast the freedoms we
experience in America versus in other places.
Tennessee State and Local Government:

| can research and debate the constitutionality of
the removal of Governor Blanton from office in
1979 as illegal or necessary.

| can present and support an opinion on the
current debate regarding appointing state judges
on the state supreme court.




