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   Taught Tested 
Locate physical features that impacted the exploration and settlement of the Americas 
       Examples:  ocean currents, prevailing winds, large forests, major rivers, significant mountain ranges 

  

• Locate states, capitals, and important geographic features east of the Mississippi River   1 2 
• Identify major ports in the United States 
              Examples:  Mobile, Boston, New York, New Orleans, Savannah 

  

Explain effects of European exploration during the Age of Discovery upon European society and Native Americans, 
including the economic and cultural impact 

  

• Identify significant early European patrons and explorers and early settlements 
              Examples:  patrons – King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, Prince Henry the Navigator; explorers – Ferdinand 
              Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Hernán Cortés, Francisco Vázquez de Coronado, Juan Ponce de León, 
              Hernando de Soto, Francisco Pizarro; early settlements – Roanoke (the Lost Colony), Jamestown, Plymouth 

  

4 2 

• Locate the countries of origin of early European patrons and explorers including Prince Henry the Navigator, 
Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Hernán Cortés, Juan Ponce de León, Hernando de Soto, and Francisco 
Pizarro 

  

Describe the early colonization of North America and the reasons for settlement in the Northern, Middle, and Southern 
colonies 
       Examples:  colonization of Pennsylvania and Rhode Island for religious freedom, establishment of Georgia as a prison  
       colony, immigration of Europeans in pursuit of greater civil rights and wealth 

  

• Identify major leaders, economic impact, and social changes in colonial society 
              Examples:  major leaders – John Winthrop, Roger Williams, John Smith, James Oglethorpe, William Penn, 
              Anne Hutchinson, John Rolfe; economic impact – tobacco and cotton crops as mainstays of economy; social 
              changes – effects of establishment of House of Burgesses on colonial society 

  

• Identify reasons for the French and Indian War   
• Describe the impact of the French and Indian War on the settlement of the colonies   
• Identify geographic features, landforms, and differences in climates among the colonies   
• Describe emerging colonial governments 
              Examples:  representative government, town meetings, role of laws 

  

• Describe the development of the emerging labor force in the colonies 
              Examples:  slaves, indentured servants 

  

5 2 

• Identify on a map, changes in North American boundaries as a result of the French and Indian War   
 
 


