Montezuma-Cortez School District RE-1
P O Drawer R - 400 N. Elm
Cortez, CO  81321

August 25, 2014

Dear Parents, 

Based on Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP/TCAP) scores and other academic achievement and growth indicators, Mesa Elementary has received an accountability rating of Priority Improvement.

Specifically, Mesa Elementary has a rating of Priority Improvement because it consistently has not met the state’s overall performance expectations based on student achievement, academic growth, and/or progress in closing growth gaps for students from low-income households. 

Mesa Elementary and Montezuma-Cortez School District RE-1 are committed to ensuring that all children achieve proficiency, but, because Mesa Elementary currently receives federal Title I funds, you have the option to transfer your student to another school in our district that is not on Priority Improvement or Turnaround status. Acceptance to one of the following elementary choice schools depends on available space at that school. 

If you so choose, Montezuma-Cortez School District RE-1 will provide your student transportation to one of the schools listed below:

		Lewis/Arriola Elementary, 21434 Road U, Cortez, CO  81321
		Pleasant View Elementary, 15328 Road CC, Pleasant View, Co   81331 

The other option of which you should be aware is that if you choose to keep your student at Mesa Elementary and your student is not yet proficient on the state’s assessment (TCAP), then she/he may be eligible for free tutoring in the 2014-15 school year.

However, should you choose to transfer your student to one of the above named schools, the deadline for letting us know that you want to transfer your student is September 5, 2014.  

Before you decide to transfer your student, please consider the following efforts that we are making to improve the academic success of our students:
· Availability of Title I-funded Supplemental Education Services (SES)
· A building administrator who has a strong background in curriculum development and standards-based education.
· Year Three of Success-For-All reading program which is aligned to state standards, meeting students at their current reading level and accelerating them through the program to ensure that they end the year reading at or above grade level
· Professional development for teachers to expand their knowledge of reading, writing, and math instruction strategies
· RtI Coordinator (Response to Intervention) who works directly with teachers to continually improve meeting the needs of our Tier 2 and Tier 3 students.
· Targeted Individualized instruction focused on student need by using student achievement data

Montezuma-Cortez School District also provides the following in support of improved student achievement:
· Professional development for teachers to expand their knowledge of reading, math, and writing instructional strategies. 
· Teacher training in data analysis which helps teachers to tailor classroom instruction based on their students’ academic needs. 
· Alignment with Colorado State Standards to help our school to become more data driven (using actual student achievement data to help teachers make decisions about what to teach and how)

We encourage you to get involved in our efforts to address our academic challenges!  Parents assist by working with their students on schoolwork, attending parent conferences, reading weekly newsletters and making sure their children attend school daily.  Also, we invite you to participate in the following opportunities that will be publicized in weekly newsletters and on our website:
· Attending monthly accountability meetings 
· Becoming a parent volunteer at Mesa Elementary School
· Attending District Level Accountability meetings
· Keeping well informed about what is going on by reading Mesa’s weekly newsletter (Cat Tales)
· Becoming involved with the Mesa Parent Teacher Association (PAWS)
· Attend Parent Conferences
· Talking with your child’s teacher about ways you can help in the classroom and at home
· Participating in the District’s Title I Advisory Group

We want you to make an informed decision about your Public School Choice option. You can find additional information about our schools/district at our district administration building located at 400 N. Elm. Also data is available from SchoolVIEW on the CDE website at:  https://edx.cde.state.co.us/SchoolView/DataCenter/reports.jspx?_afrLoop=103622989501884&_afrWindowMode=0&_adf.ctrl-state=1cda6bb4p7_4.  

Please contact Faedra Grubbs at 970-565-7282 ext. 1132 if you have questions or would like to pursue the Public School Choice option for your student. 


Sincerely, 


Lori Haukeness,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistant Superintendent

