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BEAVER VALLEY INTERMEDIATE UNIT   UPCOMING LOCAL HAPPENINGS  

Transition Council 

Meetings 

Our October Transition council 

meeting will be pushed to 

November 9, 2018 and will be 

hosted by Triangle Tech.  

Resources for Parents 

Renters Rights:  

https://www.justgreatlawyers.com

/renters-rights-and-housing-

assistance-for-people-with-

disabilities  

Managing your child’s transition 

into adulthood:  

http://www.mychildwithoutlimits.or

g/act/life-planning/managing-

your-childs-transition-to-

adulthood/  

Home Modifications for young 

people with special needs: 

https://www.bigrentz.com/how-

to-guides/home-modifications-

young-adults-special-needs 

 

 

 

 

Get out and VOTE! 

Register to vote! November 6th  

https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote 

 

 

Bender Leadership Academy 

2018/2019 Bender Leadership Academy 

will kick off October 30, 2018 with 

participation from various Beaver County 

Districts, if you are interested in attending 

please see your transition coordinator 

within your district, 

 

 

 

14 of our Beaver County Districts and 

charter schools will participate in 

National Disability Mentoring Day on 

Wednesday October 17, 2018.  

 

Secondary Transition Updates 
by Melissa Lanious 

https://www.justgreatlawyers.com/renters-rights-and-housing-assistance-for-people-with-disabilities
https://www.justgreatlawyers.com/renters-rights-and-housing-assistance-for-people-with-disabilities
https://www.justgreatlawyers.com/renters-rights-and-housing-assistance-for-people-with-disabilities
https://www.justgreatlawyers.com/renters-rights-and-housing-assistance-for-people-with-disabilities
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Local Schools 

in the News 

 

Nearly 70 Beaver County high school 

students bonded as they laughed over 

goofy selfies, Mexican food and ice 

cream Monday in the Community 

College of Beaver County’s Learning 

Resource Center. But for the 

studentsrepresentatives of five Beaver 

County school districts who gathered 

to discuss mental health awareness, 

the fun was simply a backdrop for the 

day. 

The students were selected as part of a 

Youth Ambassador Program designed 

to foster awareness and 

understanding of mental health issues 

in their home school districts. The 

program launched Monday 

September 19, 2016 with an all-day 

orientation event that brought 

together students, district faculty and 

representatives from county social 

service agencies. 

Aliquippa, Big Beaver Falls Area, 

Freedom Area, New Brighton Area and 

Rochester Area school districts all were 

invited to participate in the program, 

which Susan Smith, a program 

specialist at the Beaver County 

Rehabilitation Center and one of the 

ambassador program’s organizers, 

says she hopes will become a pilot for 

a program that will reach every district 

in the county. 

The Youth Ambassador Program is 

funded through a grant the county 

obtained from the Substance Abuse 

and Mental Health Services 

Administration, or SAMHSA, Smith said. 

The grant is intended to support the 

county’s system of care, HELPing BC-

SCORES, which is a collaborative effort 

among several county social service 

agencies. The Youth Ambassador 

Program is one initiative intended to 

build on the existing system of care for 

youth ages 13 to 21 who have a 

behavioral diagnosis. 

Representatives from organizations 

including The Prevention Network, 

Beaver County Rehabilitation Center, 

the Franklin Center of Beaver County, 

Pennsylvania Healthy Transitions, 

Allegheny HealthChoices, Inc., the 

Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit, 

Cornerstone Recovery and Support 

and the Beaver County chapter of the 

National Alliance on Mental Illness all 

attended the event. 

The goal is for the students to take what 

they’ve learned back to their home 

districts and help build student-driven 

peer support networks, Smith said. 

Participants are encouraged to launch 

student-run clubs in their home districts 

with the intention of promoting 

awareness of mental health issues and 

creating a space where struggling 

peers can go for support. 

Each club will look a little different, 

based on the individual district’s needs 

and concerns, which could range from 

drug and alcohol abuse, to chronic 

anxiety or depression, to self-harm. 

The new program will complement 

services already present in the schools, 

such as school-based mental health 

services and Student Assistance 

Program, or SAP, teams. As youth 

ambassadors, students receive training 

about how to effectively respond 

when a classmate needs help.   

“If there is a student that’s having a 

problem, they would more likely talk 

to a peer (first),” Smith said. 

District guidance counselors, 

principals and administrators were 

asked to choose a minimum of 10 

students from each high school, all with 

strong leadership abilities and varying 

levels of knowledge about mental 

health issues, Smith said. 

Sixty-nine students attended Monday’s 

kickoff, which included speakers from 

Youth and Family Training Institute, the 

Pennsylvania Healthy Transitions 

Partnership and Baden-based 

nonprofit The Prevention Network 

about its SAP and Signs of Suicide 

programs.  

The initiative’s organizers also hope the 

ambassador program will help 

cultivate friendships -- and an 

understanding of common ground -- 

among the county’s school districts, 

Smith said. The ambassadors will meet 

quarterly as a larger group for 

additional training and to share what 

they’ve accomplished at their schools, 

Smith said. 

This year’s Youth Ambassador Program 

is modeled after a smaller-scale 

ambassador program started in 2010 

for high school students in the 

Aliquippa and Beaver Falls school 

districts, BCRC Coordinator of Youth 

Services Maureen Hawk said. That 

program focused on building positive 

relationships between the two 

communities, whereas this program 

tackles mental health awareness. As 

communities become more aware of 

the issues surrounding mental health, 

Hawk said she’s noticed attitudes are 

shifting. “There’s more willingness for 

high school students to be involved in 

something like this,” Hawk said. “The 

stigma is starting to lessen.” 

 

 

  Events and Trainings  
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7 Digital Citizenship Resources for Educators and Parents 

 

More children than ever have easy access to mobile devices at home and in school, making it critical to impart 

strong digital citizenship lessons to students. Children have access at younger ages–42 percent of children up to 

age 8 have their own tablet, 95 percent of families with children in that age range have a smartphone available 

for that child’s use, and 78 percent have a tablet. Teenagers’ social media use has doubled in recent years, from 

34 percent who reported using social media multiple times a day in 2012 to 70 percent reporting the same today. 

Sixteen percent of surveyed teenagers say they use social media almost constantly, and 38 percent say they use it 

multiple times an hour.Technology is a powerful tool for teaching and learning, but today’s students must learn that 

their online behavior stays with them forever and has the power to positively and negatively impact peers.  

With Digital Citizenship Week launching on October 15, here are some resources to help educators and students 

learns about the long-lasting impact of their online decisions. 

1. Common Sense Media offers a one-stop shop for grades K-12 educators–they’ll find games and activities along 

with curriculum resources. 

2. Check out this ISTE resource that helps educators teach students about three strategies for using empathy as an 

antidote to cyberbullying. 

3. CyberWise offers digital citizenship resources for parents and educators to use in order to teach students about 

being safe and responsible. 

4. Digital Passport, from Common Sense Media, offers a suite of games to help students in grades 3-5 learn about 

some of the issues and challenges they may encounter online. 

5. NetSmartz has compiled interactive and age-appropriate resources to help children ages 5-17 understand how 

to be smart and stay safe online and offline. 

6. Digizen helps children, educators, and parents understand what digital citizenship means and how to apply it 

when confronted with issues or situations online. 

7. Digital citizenship and global awareness go hand in hand, because students will eventually join a workforce with 

global connectivity. Digital citizenship will help students listen to and communicate with their global peers with 

empathy and understanding for other cultures. This P21 list of global awareness resources can help educators get 

started. http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/256-global-awareness 

 

https://www.eschoolnews.com/2017/11/06/spike-childrens-media-use
https://www.eschoolnews.com/2017/11/06/spike-childrens-media-use
https://www.eschoolnews.com/2018/09/18/survey-teens-have-doubled-their-social-media-use/
https://www.eschoolnews.com/2018/05/10/digital-footprint-try-digital-tattoo-experts-say/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship-week
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.iste.org/explore/articleDetail?articleid=188&category=ISTE-Connects-blog&article=3-strategies-for-using-empathy-as-an-antidote-to-cyberbullying
http://www.cyberwise.org/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-passport
https://www.netsmartz.org/
http://www.digizen.org/
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/256-global-awareness
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Halloween Safety 

Tips 

Keeping everyone    

safe! 

Everyone loves a good scare 

on Halloween, but not when it 

comes to child safety. There 

are several easy and effective 

behaviors that parents can 

share with kids to help reduce 

their risk of injury. Please visit 

safekids.org for more 

information. 
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Beaver Valley Intermediate 
Unit 

147 Poplar Avenue  

Monaca, Pa 15061 

 

 The Training and Consulting staff at the Beaver Valley 

Intermediate Unit consists of the individuals below. The 

training and consulting staff spends time within our local 

districts training, supporting as well as consulting on state 

wide educational initiatives.  

Jeff Huchko- jrh@bviu.org 

Melissa Lanious-mlanious@bviu.org 

Karin Pilarski- kpilarski@bviu.org 

Carol Roossin- croossin@bviu.org 

Kristen Salamone- ksalamone@bviu.org  

To reach the entire TaC team please email TaC@bviu.org 

 

Upcoming Trainings:  

To See and Register for ANY training offered by the TAC team at the BVIU please visit our 

registration page listed below.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/bviu-tac-17732709101 

 

mailto:jrh@bviu.org
mailto:Lanious-mlanious@bviu.org
mailto:kpilarski@bviu.org
mailto:croossin@bviu.org
mailto:ksalamone@bviu.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/bviu-tac-17732709101
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 Transition Council- November 9th, 2018 -Beaver County Transition Council Triangle Tech 

 

 LETRS- LETRS is the critical bridge between research and practice, providing practical knowledge to 

teachers at all grade levels as it addresses all essential components of reading. The Pennsylvania LETRS 

professional development series is not a program and is not intended to replace reading-based programs 

or the school’s current materials for teaching reading. It is similar to a college course that is used to build 

teachers’ knowledge. All participants are required to take Module 1 prior to participation in other modules. 

If you participated in Module 1 previously, or at a different location, you are welcome to attend other 

Modules offered at the BVIU. 

      

 

o Module 2– The Speech Sounds of English: Phonetics, Phonology, and Phoneme 

Awareness; October 29, 2018  
o Module 2 introduces phonemes, discusses the importance of phonological  

      awareness to instruction, and addresses some of the challenges of young English     

      learners. (Focus– all grades) 

 

 Module 3– Spellography for Teachers: How English Spelling Works; Monday, November 27, 

2018  
o Module 3 explores the structure and history of English from several angles and  

      provides teachers with the content they need to approach phonics, spelling, and     

      word study with confidence. (Focus– all grades) 

 

 Effective Practices in Transition- we will offer a one-day–effective practices in secondary transition 

and IEP writing training for all districts. This one-day training will be held on October 25, 2018 at 8:30 am and 

will be at the BVIU.  

 

 School Wide Series- The BVIU will host several SWPBIS trainings in the fall, winter and spring. All trainings 

will require a code to register, reach out to ksalamone@bciu.org for the code. All trainings will be held at 

the BVIU.  

 

 SWBIS- Universal Training 2018-2019 Cohort- Offered on 10/16, 12/13, 2/20, and 5/10.  
o This is the Universal (Tier 1) Training to implement the SWPBIS Framework in your building.  Prior to 

attending, you must have had TaC present the SWPBIS overview to your staff and had at least 80% 

buy in.  If that was achieved, a registration code was given to your administrator.  Please have the 

entire team sign up for this training, including the administrator. The time will be 9:00-3:00. 

 Effective Practices for General Educators in an Inclusive Classroom 

 
o Finding success in school is an important goal for any student. Likewise, classroom teachers want to 

feel just as successful in educating their pupils. Teaching students with special needs, in the least 

restrictive environment, can make that goal a challenge. The Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit 

wants to make that objective attainable, especially for general education classroom teachers. This 

training will introduce special education laws that pertain to inclusive classrooms. Participants will 

leave with an understanding of their role in the special education process. Our speaker will cover 

FERPA, IEPs, and 504 Plans. Local cases will be reviewed. We will discuss the responsibilities of the 

general educator in the instructional process and at IEP meetings. A panel of education 

professionals will field audience questions. The Training Staff will cover effective practices for 

instruction and behavior. Register representatives from all levels in your district. Seating is limited to 

50 people.  

 

mailto:ksalamone@bciu.org
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