Additionally one of the questions on the newsletter
asked about Mallets Lane. What if any is the
significance of Mallets Lane?

Public Hearing Process

On the map outlining redistricting boundaries which shows
the district lines for Northville and Hill and Plain Schools,
Mallets Lane was divided, with one section in the attendance
area for one school and the rest of the road in the attendance
area for the other school. Going forward, the district will
make an adjustment and will not divide the road into two
attendance areas.

Special Edition Spotlight
announces Public Hearing #1
and gives background on the
School Facility Utilization
and Study Committee
recommendations.

Has anyone gone to the area early learning centers and
polled them as to the number of infants and toddlers
that are currently enrolled (though not everyone sends
their children to early learning centers so the number
could possibly be higher)?
The early learning centers in the community have not been
polled as to the number of infants and toddlers they are
currently serving. The Cohort Survival method was used to
project enrollment and that population is factored into these
enrollment projections. This is the standard used by most
demographers to provide enrollment projections. In the
Milone and MacBroom report, the projections are based on
current birth rates and the projected enrollment of those
students in five years.
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Special Edition Spotlight
announces Public Hearing #2
and answers questions asked
at Public Hearing #1.

The Public was invited to
submit additional questions.
We only got a few…
Turn the page to see
the questions answered.

Are the questions outlined in your document reflective
of all of the questions that were asked on 09-24-2013 or
are they a hand chosen sample of questions asked?
The questions answered in the Spotlight Special Edition, Issue
#2 are reflective of all of the questions that were asked at the
hearing.
The list of the questions asked at the 09-24-2013
meeting starts with "How many people will lose their
jobs if JPS closes?" and "How much will the town pay
in unemployment?". I put forth the question of how
does the proposed closing of JPS benefit the children?
Closing a school will increase the district’s operational
efficiency and reduce enrollment imbalance across the
elementary schools. The current imbalance contributes to
uneven class sizes at some grade levels.
What is the goal of closing the school?
The goal of closing a school is to ensure the other five
schools have a reasonable occupancy rate to accommodate all
students and necessary programs and services.
Is the proposed closing of JPS a result of lack of need
given the declining population of children attending
New Milford public schools?
The historical enrollment data and the projected enrollment
data indicate that in five years the five K-8 schools will have a
utilization rate between 47.5% - 67.6%. Districts strive for
a facility utilization rate of 85%.
Has any account been taken that many students utilize
the Youth Agency program that is located at SNIS?
There is no Youth Agency at the middle school. Now
having (potentially) 6th grade at the middle school

means that 6th graders have no after school program.
My daughter will be entering the 6th grade in the next
school year. I, like many other parents, rely on this for
child care in this day of both parents having to work
full time.
The Youth Agency program that is available to sixth grade
students at Sarah Noble Intermediate School was not taken
into consideration when examining the utilization of school
facilities. The Youth Agency will be apprised of this consideration and the district will work with the Youth Agency to
provide a program if the Agency determines it can provide a
program at that level.
Newtown and New Milford are similar in enrollment.
I looked at the enrollment numbers and Newtown has
dropped in enrollment from 2010 to 2013 by 10%,
while New Milford has dropped by 6% in that same
period. Including the Sandy Hook school, the number
of students per class is almost identical, yet they are
building a school to keep them at the same level, and
New Milford is looking to close one. Can the difference
of opinion be explained?
The enrollment trends and projections in Newtown have not
been examined by the Facility and Utilization Study Committee.
After reading through questions on the latest district
newsletter I was hoping to ask what the impact will be
on length of bus routes? Right now my child spends
more than 30 minutes on the bus.
The school district currently strives to provide an average
ride time of approximately 50 minutes or less for students.
This will not change.

