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Wednesday, March 10, 2010
7:00 p.m.

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

PRESENT:
Chairperson Stephen Woods, Marc Finkelstein, Pamela Raynock, Sharon Braverman, Daniel Carson, R. Clarke Castelle, Beth DelBuono, Mary Niro, Nancy Petronio

ADMINISTRATION:

Dr. Collins, Dr. Schumann, Pamela Muraca, Lou Jachimowicz

A.
Call to Order
Chairperson Stephen Woods called the Informational Meeting of the Newington Board of Education to order at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

B.
Presentation of Awards/Proclamations

1.
Board Appreciation Month Recognition

C.
Public Participation on Any Matter Related to Board Responsibilities
D.
Standing Committee Information Items
1.
Report – Finance Committee
2.
Report – Facilities Committee 

3.
Report – Student Policy Committee 

4.
Report – Curriculum Committee

5.
Report – Executive Committee

6.
Report – Expulsion Committee 

MOTION:  Daniel Carson moved to make a motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of adding an

                   agenda item in the form of a report and discussion.  Marc Finkelstein seconded.  The 

                   motion passed 9 – 0.

MOTION:  Daniel Carson moved to make a motion to add the item to the agenda a report from the 

                   Board of Education Superintendent Search Committee.  Marc Finkelstein seconded.  The

                   motion passed 9 – 0.

Chairperson Stephen Woods announced with pleasure that the Superintendent Search Committee has concluded its search.  At the next meeting of the Board of Education, the Board will elect Dr. William C. Collins as the next superintendent for the Newington Public Schools.  Mr. Woods stated that Dr. Collins has done a very excellent job for us as interim, and we believe he will help keep our ship running as true to course as it can be and get us through these difficult economic times that we have in front of us.  The Board looks forward to working with Dr. Collins.    
E.
Other Business Information Items
1. Report – Enrollment Projections 2010 - 2013
2. Report – Health Benefits Fund Performance Fiscal 2009 - 2010
3. Report – Newington High School – Code Compliance Renovation Update
MOTION:  Daniel Carson moved to make a motion to table discussing the 2011 – 2012 School
                   Calendar until the next Newington Board of Education Meeting.  Pamela Raynock 
                   seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

4.
Discussion – 2011 – 2012 School Calendar
F.
Public Participation on Any Matter Related to Board Responsibilities
Board member Daniel Carson left the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

G.
Remarks by Board Members
H.
Adjournment
MOTION:
Beth DelBuono moved to adjourn.  Sharon Braverman seconded.  The motion passed 8 – 0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela Raynock, Secretary



Debra O. Craig, Board Clerk

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	Anne-Marie Sladewski, Principal
Elizabeth Green Elementary School

Grade 3 and 4 Elizabeth Green Elementary School Students:

Abigail Leggo

Danielle Parrotte

Prachi Dave

Kendall Line

Gabriella Florio

Justin Field

Korben Bauer

Jacob Leggo

Emily Sousa
	On behalf of Elizabeth Green School, thanked the board for their support.  The students, dressed in rainbow colors, presented the Board of Education members with a color coordinated gift bag filled with original handmade creations made by them with the help of their art teacher Melissa Gajda.  Each gift bag contained note cards, a pen, a journal, and a poem.
Anna Reynolds Elementary School, John Paterson Elementary School, Ruth Chaffee Elementary School, Martin Kellogg Middle School, and John Wallace Middle School also gave gifts to the Newington Board of Education members in appreciation for all they do for the students of Newington.

	
	

	Newington High School Student Council Representatives:

Samantha Iacobucci, Grade 12

Nicole Iacobucci, Grade 10
	On behalf of Newington High School, they presented the Newington Board of Education members with a thank you gift basket containing items contributed by the occupational baking classes, the music department and the student council.

	Jeff Hedberg

120 Northwood Road
	After having been through many negotiations, he has one simple request for the Board of Education to protect themselves during the budget negotiations and outcome.  He would like the Newington Board of Education to make a motion to ask the teachers and teachers’ union for a formal sit down to see if they will be flexible through this year’s budget negotiations.  Other areas in town have had to cut back this past year, and he doesn’t want to see any teacher layoffs.



	
	

	Kris Nasinnyk

50 Theodore Street

	Realizes the town council meeting was heated last night, but does not think all is bad.  She once again thanked the Newington Board of Education for the use of the telephone line for the Town Council meetings.

Mrs. Nasinnyk congratulated Dr. Schumann on his recent Outstanding School Administrator award.



	Rose Lyons

46 Elton Drive
	Telephoned in to thank the Newington Board of Education once again for sharing our telephone with the Town Council.  She also wanted to let the Newington Board of Education members know she appreciated them not only through the budget time but through out the year and all the work that they do to maintain our excellence in education here in Newington.  Mrs. Lyons urges all parents to attend the town council meeting when the Board of Education’s budget is presented this Monday evening.


	Eric Rothauser, President, Lucy Robbins Wells Library Board
28 Partridge Drive
	Introduced himself as the liaison program leader between the Lucy Robins Wells Library and the Newington Board of Education.  He has a long history with the Newington school system.  His grandfather was a teacher and principal at Martin Kellogg School.  His father is a product of our school system as well as himself, his brother, and his wife.  Now he has two boys attending John Paterson Elementary School.  He thinks John Paterson School is an outstanding school.  He was happy to see what happened tonight at the Board meeting and excited to be working with the Board in the future.


