United States History and Geography:
Post Reconstruction to the present
Syllabus
Oneida High School
Mr. Jim Burchfield
School phone 423-569-8818
E-mail: jburchfield@oneidaschools.org
Welcome to High School U.S. History. We will use a variety of teaching methods to present a large amount of information to you and treat you with the respect and courtesy you deserve.
You must remember though that grades are earned and not given by teachers. I will give you every opportunity I can to help you succeed but it is ultimately left up to you if you wish to do well in class or not.


Course Description: (From State Standards)
Students will examine the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution and America’s growing role in world diplomatic relations, including the Spanish American War and World War 1. Students will study the goals accomplishments of the Progressive movement and the New Deal. Students will also learn about the various factors that led to America’s entry into World War 2, as well as its consequences for American life. Students will explore the causes and course of the Cold War. Students will study the important social, cultural, economic, and political changes resulting from the Civil Rights Movement, the Cold War, and recent events and trends that have shaped modern – day America. Additionally students will learn the causes and consequences of contemporary issues impacting their world today. Students will continue to use skills for historical and geographical analysis as they examine American history since Reconstruction with special attention to Tennessee connections in history, geography, politics, and people. Students will continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and geography within the context of United States history. The reading of primary source documents is a key feature of United States history standards. Finally students will focus on current human and physical geographic issues important in contemporary America and the global society.
Course Activities: (Include but not limited to)
Map work, charts, graphs, discussion, oral presentation of student generated work, (individual and group), lecture, video, power point, Primary source documents,  
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Course Assessment:
50% = Class work, homework, projects, excerpts anything that is assigned with a due date
50% = Test
State testing    = 25% of final grade
Classroom behavior
· Be on time
· Be Prepared
· Be on task
Anything beyond the above request will relate to the school handbook, let us get along, help each other and be determined to have a good time together.

We do not use a textbook on a regular basis many of the newer standards for history are not in the books we have. I provide handouts and students must have access to the internet if it is not available at home school computers are available before and after school.


Topics covered

· The Rise of Industrial America 1877-1914 (US Standards 1-9)

Outside Readings
· William Jennings Bryan “Cross of Gold Speech”
· Jane Addams “Twenty Years at Hull House”
· Andrew Carnegie “The Gospel of Wealth”
· Emma Lazarus “The New Colossus”

· The Progressive Era 1890-1920 (US Standards 10-30)
Outside Readings
· Booker T. Washington “Atlanta Exposition Speech”
· W.E.B. DuBois “The Souls of Black Folks”
· Theodore Roosevelt “The New Nationalism Speech”
· Upton Sinclair “The Jungle”
· Albert Beveridge “The March of the Flag Speech”
· Mark Twain “Anti Imperialism speeches and writings” 
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· The 1920’s (US Standards 31-44)

Outside Readings
· F. Scott Fitzgerald “The Great Gatsby”
· Langston Hughes “ selected poetry and essays”
Ida B. Wells “Crusade for Justice”

· The Great Depression (US Standards 45-53)
Outside Readings
· Herbert Hoover “Rugged Individualism speech”
· Franklin Roosevelt “First Inaugural Address”
· John Steinbeck “The Grapes of Wrath”

· Between The Wars and World War 2 - 1921-1947 (US Standards 54-72)
Outside Readings
· Harry Truman “Announcement of the dropping of the Atomic Bomb”
· Albert Einstein “Letter to Franklin Roosevelt”
· Franklin Roosevelt “Quarantine Speech”
· Franklin Roosevelt “Four Freedoms Speech”
· Franklin Roosevelt “Announcement of the war with Japan”

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cold War 1945-1975 (US Standards 73-81)
Outside Readings 
· Dwight Eisenhower “Farewell Address”
· John Kennedy “Address at Rice University”
· Tim O’Brien “The Things They Carried”
· George Kennan “The Sources of Soviet Conduct”
· John Kennedy “Inaugural Address 1961”
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· Modern United States 1945-1979 (US Standards 82-103) 

Outside Readings
· Martin Luther King “Letter From a Birmingham Jail”
· Martin Luther King “I Have a Dream Speech”
· Malcolm X “The Ballot or the Bullet Speech”
· Rachel Carson “Silent Spring”
·  Betty Friedan “Feminine Mystique”
· Malcolm X “Autobiography”
· Alex Haley “Roots”
· Cesar Chavez “Speeches”
· Richard Nixon “The Great Silent Majority”

· Contemporary United States 1980-Today (US Standards 104-112)

        Outside Readings

· Ronald Reagan “Speech at Brandenburg Gate
· George W. Bush “Address to the Nation September 11, 2001”
· Barack Obama “Acceptance Speech 2008 Democratic Convention”
· Ronald Reagan “First Inaugural Address
· Bill Clinton “First Inaugural Address”
· Thomas Friedman “The World is Flat”




















		























