PVPA Board of Trustees

Governance Committee Meeting

March 6, 2018







MINUTES
Present: Alison Noyes, Jim Barnhill, Gary Huggett,

Attending:  Melinda Winter, Marleen Conner CFO, Brent Nielson Interim Head of School

Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM with quorum. The mission statement of PVPA was read aloud.

1. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the February 6, 2018 meeting were approved (All in favor)

2. There was a lengthy discussion regarding Legal Representation for the school in regard to upcoming collective bargaining negotiations with the Union.

Jim Barnhill gave his final  report in regard to his investigation of possible appropriate candidates. The report included rates, locations and travel charges

1. Mirick & O'Connell in Worcester with Mark Terry as the lead attorney

Rate of $220 per hour who would not charge for travel, 

2. Joe Bartulis from Fletcher & Tilton in Worcester who had been engaged by administration

Rate of $220 per hour with no charge for travel

3. Amy B. Royal from Springfield & Northampton

Rate of $250 per hour plus travel time 

After discussion is was voted 2-0 with one abstention to recommend Mirick & O'Connell with the primary reason to keep all the employment law representation under one law firm.

The remainder of the meeting was taken up by a discussion that the Governance Committee should be looking particularly for new Trustees, especially to increase Committee membership. An area that is underrepresented is artists in the community
I
Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM

Respectfully submitted          Gary Huggett

