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By: Emily Niper

As you are aware, the Portage elementary
school and high school added a new program to the
school year. Every student is now being offered a
free breakfast and lunch each day. The school is
required to reach a student participation rate of at
least 80% to keep the program going forward. In
the first week of school, 85% - 95% of students participated in lunch. On the other hand, a lot fewer
students participated in the breakfast portion.
“I wish more people would come to breakfast,” quoted Mr. John Smithmyer. The elementary
has a higher percentage of people participating in
the free breakfast program than the high school. Mr.
Smithmyer further stated that he would take all suggestions and try to work with them to the best of his
ability because it is a federally funded program.
When asked about the program, one of the
students replied, “I like it because I usually never
got breakfast at the school before. Now that they
have the Grab-and-Go it is very convenient.”
Staff are encouraging all students to take
part in this program as it is not offered at all
schools. Our school was offered a great opportunity, and all students should try to take advantage of
it. This was a nice change for our school, and hopefully the program will be in play for four more
years as long as we have a continued interest and
participation.

(Left to Right) Noah Kerch, Justin Hampton, Corbyn
Haney , and Zeke Fox, all sophomores, enjoy a free lunch
in the cafeteria through the new free meals program
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By: Braedon St.Clair

Everyone seems to have a different feeling about the first week of school. Some people are excited to
get back to their friends, some to get back to classes, and others are excited for their sport to return. On the other hand
there are some not so excited about the return of the school year, whether it’s their love for summer or just their dislike
of school. Everybody is stressed about the beginning no matter what, though. To get an inside on
how some of the administration feels about the
start of a new year I asked some of them a few
questions.
To begin I started off by asking Mrs.
George about the scheduling and some other
issues. I asked her how stressful and annoying
all of the schedule changes were. She had a simple answer… “Very.” I also asked her if it was a
challenge getting all of the new students acquainted and situated to their new school. Her
reply was, “the only challenging part is meshing
our curriculum with the curriculum at their old
schools.” The final question I asked her was to
estimate how many kids she had in her office the
first week. Her answer was “Probably around
100, although it feels like 1,000.”
I also asked Mr. Cecere, our principal,
what his thoughts were. One question I asked
him was how he thought the first week went overall. He said he felt it went awesome, there were some challenges as to
be expected but “we were ready to adjust.” I also asked him what he thought could’ve gone better. He believes the main
thing that needs to be improved is the organization of the kids in the morning.
Finally I asked Mr. Burkett, our Dean of Students and Athletic Director a couple questions. I was curious as to
which job position is harder the first week, Athletic Director or Dean of Students. He told me that Dean was a little difficult because of organizing where the kids come into school in the morning and organizational problems like that. I
also asked if he thought enough students were participating in the free breakfast/lunch program. He replied “Yes I do.
We could do a little better at breakfast but as of now the numbers are pretty good.”
Overall everyone has different opinions about returning to school but in the end we all have to be here so why
not have a good attitude and make it a fun year?
Labor Day is mostly known as a day off of work and school to sit back, relax, and have a cookout. This is what almost all people who celebrate the holiday end
up doing, and they probably don’t think twice about whether the holiday has a true
meaning. So, the question is: What is Labor Day, and why do we celebrate it?
By: Courtland Corrente
Labor Day is celebrated every year on the first Monday in September. It became a federal
holiday in 1894, and was created by the labor movement in the late 19th century. The labor movement was an organization of people who campaigned for better working conditions. In other countries Labor Day is known as International Worker’s Day and is
celebrated on May 1st instead of the first Monday in September. It is still celebrated for the same reason and in similar ways. The
reason people celebrate this day is to pay tribute to the working men and women and to honor their achievements over the past
years.
To put it simply, Labor Day is a day to honor everyone who works hard. The addition of not having to work or go to
school on this day is an addition nobody can complain about. If you think about it, not having to work fits perfectly with the holiday’s meaning. Everyone gets to sit back, relax, eat good food, and (maybe) silently think about all of the hard working men and
women who achieved great things.

Labor Day

Hilltop: First Edition

Page 3

Portage Welcomes New Teachers!
By: Elona Krcishta

Portage Area Jr. /Sr. High School has started the new 2015-2016
school year and has welcomed a few new teachers to the staff. August 31 st,
2015 was the first day back to school for students, although the staff had
been in school the previous week preparing for the upcoming year. Parents
had the opportunity to meet these new teachers and get to know them, in
addition to the many veterans as well, on Wednesday, September 2nd from
5:30 – 8:00. This was a time for parents of the students to get introduced to
the teachers of their child. Portage Area welcomed 4 new teachers to the
staff of the Jr/Sr High including: Mrs. Grata who is in the field of English
learning support, Journalism 1 and Keystone exam remediation; Miss Hunt
who helps in the social studies department, American history, psychology,
and learning support; Ms. Crisafulli is the new teacher for all of the Spanish
curriculum; fourthly is Ms. Bailey who is with the autistic support, emotional support, and transition.
With open arms, the students and staff welcome these amazing new
teachers and expect nothing but the best, much like it already is here at Portage. These teachers are very motivated to be working at Portage Area for
their first year. The “Meet the Teacher” night was an even better way for
parents to interact and get on a better level with their child's teacher. It was
a great night for everyone who participated and took this opportunity for a
small preview of the upcoming school year. Teachers also get to know the
parents a bit better, too. By starting off on the right foot, it's going to be yet
another successful year.

By: Summer Slebodnick

Mrs. Grata

Ms. Bailey

Miss. Crisafulli

day Night Live. The football players were then announced. After being announced, the bonfire began. Football players ran their laps around the fire, the band played
their pep-tunes, and cheerleaders and majorettes did their
routines to the songs from the band. The bonfire is held
every year on the Thursday before the first football game
to introduce and motivate the football team for their upcoming season.
Left: cheerleaders and football
players serve as
the foreground
for the annual
bonfire.

On Thursday, September 4th the high
school hosted its annual bonfire at the football
stadium to kick off the football season on the
road against Blacklick Valley. Before the
bonfire started, the band previewed their 2015
halftime show, a tribute to the music of Satur-

Miss. Hunt

Right: Dr um
Majors Tyler
Cadwallader and
Maddy Single
will be leading
the 2015 Marching Band this
football season.
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Richardson’s Reflections
Miss Crisafulli

By: Alexis Richardson

Mr. Randall

Q: Why did you decide to do the SADD baseball trip
early this year?
A: With them playing well the kids wanted to go

Q: How many years did you attend college?
A: 4+ years for my masters
Q: Have you ever gone to Mexico or another Spanish
speaking country?
A: Yes. Mexico 3 times and Spain once

Q: How do you feel about the new schedule changes?
A: It doesn’t really affect me much. I still teach the same
classes

Q: If you weren’t a Spanish teacher, what would you be?
A: Probably an Elementary teacher
Q: What’s your favorite Spanish holiday? Why?
A: Day Of The Dead. It’s different and we don’t celebrate
it here. It’s a happy holiday.
Q: Who’s your favorite famous Hispanic American? Why?
A: My favorite Hispanic is Frida Kahlo. She’s an artist and
she painted what she wanted

Q: What do you think of the breakfasts and lunches?
A: I think it’s a great opportunity for our students
Q: What’s your fondest memory of Ms. Yingling now
that she’s gone?
A: I remember her being a caring individual. She would
do anything for students to be successful
Q: What would you do if you had a million dollars?
A: I would travel all summer and buy an RV. I enjoy
traveling and seeing different cultures

New Students Arrive
By: Nathan Teno

When you came in to school the first week you may have noticed some new faces. These
are the faces of our new classmates. This school year we had quite a few new students. The students came from as close to us as Forest Hills to as far away from us as Michigan. The environment for us is no different for us than any other year, but to them it is a whole different atmosphere. “The people at this school are very nice” said both Alex Gates and Liana Phillips. “The
hardest part about coming to a new school is making new friends” Said Liana.
Adjusting to a new school is never easy, it can differ in class size, how students
act, the hardness of the classes, and
many more ways. “This school is a
lot smaller than my old school” said
Alex, “
Though the classes seem a little bit
easier though”. Just make sure if
you see a new face walking in the
hall to introduce yourself and try to
make them feel welcomed to our
school, it means a lot to have a
New student Alex Gates (4th from the left), along with (from left) Mr.
friend when you are going through Burkett, Caleb Lutz, Chad Scoran, and Ryan Myher
New student, junior Liana Philips that big of a change.
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One on One with Mr. Gossard
By: Max Gossard

Mr. Kyle Gossard is a graduate of Portage Area and
now a current member of the faculty at Portage Area Elementary School. Now as second year teacher, Mr. Gossard has
agreed to be interviewed to see how his first year went and
what he expects for this year.
As of last year, as a first year teacher what difficulties did you
face and what have you done to change so it will be easier?
“A lot of difficulties I had last year was just being a first year
teacher.” Said Mr.Gossard “ Getting organized and making
lesson plans were more difficult than expected as I have never
done that before.” He also added “decorating was difficult as
well. I did not realize how much work actually went into decorating for a concert.” “To make things easier this year, I have
already made my plans for this year, and my room is already
organized so I hope this year will go much smoother for me
then last year.”
What are your plans for this year’s elementary students?
“As always there will be a winter holiday and spring concert of course. I have picked a couple good tunes for this
year. I try to include everyone, last year I included k-3 into the concert as well as the faculty in a boomwhacker ensemble. However, I do have some interesting plans for this year that I do not wish to release at this time.”
What are your expectations for this year’s students?
“For chorus I expect them to be there for rehearsals and sing three times a week as we do sing some fairly difficult
music for these young students. As for band, I expect them to bring all their materials to band practice because I
have picked some fairly advanced music as well. I think the audience will really enjoy seeing this difficult music being played by students so young.”
Mr. Gossard stated that this year should go much smoother and is looking forward to this year. Mr. Gossard had
greatly expressed how much he would like to see everyone at the winter and spring concerts as well.
Autumn, interchangeably known as fall, is
one of the four temperate seasons. Autumn is the season that
marks the transition of summer into winter. The word auBy Taylor McCloskey
tumn comes from the ancient root autu-.The word “Autumn” was borrowed by the neighboring Romans, and became the Latin word autumnus. Before the 16th century, harvest was the actual term used to
refer to the season. However, as more people gradually moved from working the land to living in towns, the word
harvest lost its reference to the time of year and referred only to the actual activity of reaping, and autumn, as well as
fall, began to replace to refer to the season. Autumn is associated with Halloween and with that widespread, marketing campaigns promote it. The season also has a strong association with the end of summer and the start of the new
school year, particularly for children in primary and secondary schooling. "Back to School" advertising and preparations usually occurs in the weeks leading to the beginning of autumn.
Easter is in autumn in the Southern Hemisphere. In North America, Autumn is usually considered to start
with the September equinox and end with the winter solstice. In autumn, many plants become dormant. Popular culture in North America associates Labor Day, the first Monday in September, as the end of summer and the start of
autumn.

Meaning of Autumn
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Blacklick Bounced
By: Elliott Vassas

The Portage Mustang football team beat Blacklick Valley
(BV) 61-18 on Friday September 4th. . Braedon St. Clair rushed for
172 yards on seven carries and scored 4 touch downs. Luke
Dividock accounted for 5 touch downs, passing for 143 yards going
5 for 7, and rushed for 91 yards on six carries. In the 1st quarter, BV
was leading 6-0. Portage came right back 3 plays later when St.
Clair scored from 27 yards out. Scoran’s extra point made the score 7-6. That seemed to open the floodgates, Dividock
threw a 57 yard pass to St. Clair and Portage went on to lead 28-18 after the 1st quarter. The Mustang defense held the
Vikings scoreless the rest of the game. St. Clair added yet another touchdown before the half. As the Mustangs continued the offensive onslaught in the 3rd quarter, Ben Herman scored from 14 yards out to set the final score of the game
at 61-18 Mustangs as the running clock moved through the second half rather quickly.

Painting the Town
By Taylor McCloskey

Students from art readying their next projects for display

A local restaurant, The Bistro Press, sponsored a
Halloween Window Painting Contest in downtown Johnstown. Through the support of one of their donors, the
Downtown Discover Johnstown Partnership hopes to again
resurrect this community project for the upcoming Halloween season.
The contest is going to take place in downtown
Johnstown and the art that any of the schools create will be
visible during the fall season. Each and every one of the
schools that are participating will have one large window at
the Cambria County office complex which is located at the
new Press Bistro, 110 Franklin St. to paint with their own
spooky Halloween designs. The schools in Cambria and
Somerset counties are encouraged to apply, but only the
first 14 applications will be accepted due to space.
The winners will receive cash prizes: First place is
rewarded $150, second place is rewarded $100, and third
place is rewarded $50. The schools that are accepted are
responsible for their own paint (temporary or washable,

Live from Portage!
By: Hannah Shaffer

The PAHS marching band has been
working hard all summer to present their halftime
show of music that is a tribute to Saturday Night
Live! This year’s show is directed by Mr. Rousell
as well as drum majors Tyler Cadwallader and
Madelyn Single, majorette captain Courtney Harbaugh, and color guard captains Timara White,
Jackie Birch, and Taylor Kordell. The halftime
show includes various skits that are very popular
from the Saturday Night Live! show. The pieces
of music they preform are Soul Man, What Is
Love?, and Don’t Fear the Reaper. The band
meets three weeks during the summer for a few
hours to rehearse for this event. It is a long,
hardworking process that is worth it in the end.
The seniors would like to thank Mr. Rousell for
all his hard work and dedication for this marching band season!

only), supplies, and drop cloth. The students will be
given the time to paint their window after school on
October 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and the 16th. The partnership will take care of the paint removal after the Halloween season. Under the guidance of Mrs. Williams,
Portage Area High School’s art teacher, Makayla
Klein, Makayla Klock, and Alexis Rummel are becoming active in their community, displaying their
artistic skills, and possibly winning prizes for their
artwork by participating in this exciting holiday contest for Portage.
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By: Katie Nolan

Recently, mosquitos behind The Portage Area School District’s football stadium have recently tested positive for the West Nile Virus. The stadium has been sprayed to stop the spread of the virus. An all call
was made on August 26, 2015 to inform all Portage Area School District families of the positive testing and
cautions to take when near the stadium. The easiest, most convenient and most useful one: wearing bug
spray.
Some fun facts:
 West Nile is a virus capable of causing disease in humans.


Symptoms and signs include fever, headache, body aches, skin rash, and swollen lymph glands.



Severe symptoms may include stiff neck, sleepiness, disorientation, coma, tremors, convulsions, and
paralysis.



Most cases of West Nile virus are mild and go unreported.



The virus is carried from infected birds to people by mosquitoes.



West Nile virus first gained attention in the U.S. in 1999 after an outbreak in New York City. Since
then, outbreaks have occurred in 47 states.

Insect repellents may help reduce the risk of becoming infected
What is West Nile?
West Nile was discovered in 1937 in Africa. It then made its way to the United States in1999. It is a
cause of concern all over the country mostly during the summer months. West Nile virus is caused by a bite
from an infected mosquito that's carrying the virus (all mosquitos are infected). The risk of being bitten by
an infected mosquito is greatest from July to early September in most parts of the United States. In other
parts of the country, mosquito bites can be a risk all year long.


