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 Julianne Koenigsberg, a junior at Portage Area High School, 

was sent on a mission trip to Peru in February of this year and has lots 

to say about her experience. Her stay in Peru included a lot of work, 

work, work, work. She helped small construction with building a 4 foot 

wall, tiled flooring, and any extra duties that were needed. Different 

countries on different continents bring plenty of new experiences, and 

it had been so interesting that Julianne and her mother got to experience 

it for the second time with 6 others from their church. 

 Last year Julianne’s entire family (her mom, dad, older sister 

Abby, and two younger brothers, Michael and Albert) went to Peru for 

mission work. This time around she stayed for 10 days. During her stay 

the temperature was scorching hot and very humid. According to the pastor in Peru, Julianne reiterated his 

claim that it was the hottest temperature he ever experienced there. 

 While there, Julianne realized how thoughtful and generous the people of Peru are. They lend a hand 

when needed and always have the biggest smiles on their faces. In to-

day’s world, a lot of people take life for granted, but what we deem as 

unfortunate in terms of poverty is nothing compared to the conditions in 

Peru that Julianne saw. 

 The entire Koenigsberg family was filled with joyed when they 

arrived in Peru last year, and the Peruvians loved having Mrs. Koenigs-

berg and Julianne to go again this year. Julianne stated, “When people 

ask what is it like I cannot even explain myself. It’s absolutely jaw-

dropping. Words and pictures will never be enough to show how little these people have. However, they are 

the happiest people to surround yourself with. When I am here I am filled with pure joy.” 

 Everyone in Peru speaks the main language of Spanish, and since Julianne is currently taking Spanish 

at Portage, she could easily speak and understand with many people there, leaving communication relatively 

easy. 

 “Everyone spoke Spanish there except for two people. I am so grateful for the Spanish that I do know, 

and these trips inspire me to learn more and more. It was so beneficial knowing Spanish and knowing another 

language is something people need to realize more about.” As for her interest in mission trips overall, and 

helping others, Julianne says, “It was truly a passion of mine, and I’m counting down the days for the next 

trip.” 

http://www.portageareasd.org/
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By: Sumer Slebodnick 

Q: When did you last laugh? 

A: Probably 5 minutes ago 

 

Q: If you had a big win in the lottery, how long 

would you wait to tell people? 

A: I wouldn’t tell people 

 

Q: Type of music you dislike most?  

A: Country-it’s too depressing  

 

Q: Do you have a garden? 

A: Yes 

 

Q: What kind of books do you like to read? 

A: Mystery and science fiction 

 The beginning of April brought some big movies to theaters. 

Here are the top three movies in the box office as of April 11th along 

with my review of a movie I had recently seen: The Jungle Book. 

 Starting at number three is My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2(PG-13). 

This past weekend it made a total of $6.42 million and was played in 

3,027 theaters across the United States. This movie is a sequel to the first 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding. In this movie, Toula and Ian are experienc-

ing marital issues. Toula’s parents find out that they were never official-

ly married and come together to plan yet another wedding. 

 Batman Vs Superman: Dawn of Justice(PG-13) is at number two. 

Just this past weekend it made $23.44 million and was played in 4,102 

theaters. Starring Ben Affleck and Henry Cavill, Superman is the most 

controversial figure in the world after Metropolis has been razed to the 

ground. A growing number of people find him a threat, but Bruce Wayne 

dons his mask and cape as Batman to right Superman’s wrongs. 

 Coming in at number one this past week is The Boss(R) starring 

Melissa McCarthy and Kristen Bell. This past weekend it edged out the 

Justice League duo, making a total of $23.48 million and was played in 

3,480 theaters across the nation. In this movie, a titan of industry is sent 

to prison after she is caught insider trading. When she emerges, ready to 

rebrand herself as America’s latest sweetheart, not everyone she messed with is so quick to forgive and forget.  

 The movie I had recently seen is The Jungle Book (PG). This movie is not yet ranked in the box office 

because it just came out in theaters this past Friday, April 15th (although it was estimated over $100 million at 

deadline). The movie stayed true to the original Jungle Book but with a realistic picture. The graphics in the 

movie were very good. Before going to see this movie, I had high expectations of it, and it did not disappoint. 

I highly recommend this movie, not only to Disney lovers, but also to anyone who is looking for an action-

packed twist on an original movie. 
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Baseball season has dawned upon the school and our teams have already started play.  Our Jr. 

High, JV and Varsity teams have all played at least 3 games so far.  The Jr. High team is 1-5 so far this 

year and have lost all of their games by close margins.  They work hard every day they don’t have a 

game, putting in the preparation for the next game.  The next home game for the Jr. High team will be 

on April 30th against Johnstown at 4:15.  

The JV baseball team hasn’t been as fortunate to be able to get in 6 games already.  They have played 3 games 

so far, with a 1-2 record. Their two defeats were by a total of only 5 runs to very good Somerset and Hollidaysburg pro-

grams.  Their next home game will be on April 25th with a 4:15 start against Northern Cambria. 

The Varsity baseball team started their season with high expectations of getting back into the playoffs as a high 

seed.  They finished last years’ season 16-4 and made a very good playoff run, losing in the semifinals to Blairsville 1-0.  

Elona Krcishta, a fan of the team said, “I can’t wait to watch the team in the playoffs again this year”.  

Junior Braedon St. Clair chimed in similarly, saying “I try to make it my goal to attend every game and cheer on 

my friends who play on the team.”  

So far this year, the boys have a record of 6-2 (5-1 in conference play) and had a game after deadline.  Their an-

nual Spring Classic tournament is upcoming on April 30th this year and the participating teams will be Portage, Southern 

Huntington, Bishop Carroll, and Greater Johnstown.  Games for the spring classic start at 10:00 A.M Saturday, so make 

sure to go and show your support.  The team has at least 8 more home games (not including playoffs), so there’s plenty 

of opportunity to show your support.  

“It is a big confidence boost to see your friends in the crowd cheering you on,” remarked senior team captain 

Ben Herman. 

 On Tuesday, April 12th, the Lady Mustangs traveled to the home of the Ferndale Yellow Jackets 

for a 4:15 game start. The Lady Mustang Softball team had a change in their line up since last week. The 

new-look line-up infield included Alli Kissell at catcher, Bella Crum at third base, Katie Nolan at short-

stop, Taylor Glass at second base, and Bella Strosnider and Olivia Kissell were both sharing the pitcher 

and first base positions. The outfield saw a line-up of Sierra Crum in left field, Kylee McCarty in center 

field, and Haley Krisko in right field. 

 The new batting order also moved a bit having Katie Nolan lead off, followed by Sierra Crum, 

Bella Strosnider, Alli Kissell, Haley Krisko, Bella Crum, Olivia Kissell, Kylee McCarty, and Taylor Glass. 

 The Lady Mustangs went to Ferndale with fire in their eyes hoping to come out with a win to get backon track 

with their season. The Lady Mustangs had a slower start with the bats, but they were relentless on the field only giving 

up 3 runs in the first three innings and the defense held strong the rest of the way. 

 The Lady Mustangs started to pull away in the fifth inning scoring run after run while still playing tough de-

fense. At the end of the seventh inning, the final score was 20-3, leaving the Lady Mustangs with a significant win send-

ing them into Thursday’s matchup against North Star. To help aid in the Lady Mustang’s win, Katie Nolan and Haley 

Krisko both had two singles and a double and Alli Kissell hit three singles. 

 Sophomore Kylee McCarty stated “It feels good to get back to winning, and if we continue to hit like we hit to-

day, we can go 3-0 this week.”   

 On Thursday, the Lady Mustang's hosted the North Star Lady Cougars. Going into the game on Thursday, the 

Lady Mustangs record stood at 3-2. The Lady Mustangs had a slight change in their lineup with a change in right field-

ers. For Thursday’s game, Selena Conklin earned the start in right field. The Lady Mustangs were out to keep their win 

streak going, and they opened the game with three up three down and then scored two quick runs at bat. The Mustangs 

just kept extending their lead and ended the game in the fifth inning with a mercy rule score of 12-2. Aiding the win, 

Taylor Glass hit a grand slam late in the fifth inning to put the Lady Mustangs up 10-6; then they added two more to end 

the game. 

 Freshman Taylor Glass stated, “I was in a bit of a batting slump, but I just connected with the ball and the out-

come was great.” 

 Senior Alli Kissell stated after the game, “We were (all) in a bit of a slump, but so far this week, we are climb-

ing back and made ourselves .500.” 
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What exactly is an art show? An art show, also known as an art exhibition, is a pro-

gram that shows off the work of artists. On Saturday April 23rd, Portage Area Jr./Sr. High 

School will be hosting their 12th annual Art Show in the Len Chappell Gymnasium. There 

will be light refreshments for all guests. Maybe the best catch to all: it is FREE to the public. 

Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth grade projects will be on display at the art show. In addi-

tion, Visual Arts I & II and 3 Dimensional Design I & II projects will be on display. There 

will be a wide range of projects varying from ceramics, oil paintings, scratch board art, pen-

cil sketching and block print. Some of the upper-level artists that will have their projects dis-

played at the show will be, Daisy Koban, Makayla Klein, Jenna Yetsko, Kacie Baker, Harley 

Crum, Michael Dugan, Makayla Klock, Christy Smith, Brady Ratosky, and Lakin Kalinoski. 

Every year there is a collective idea for the art show, but there is still an opportunity 

for it to be organized as a senior project with the show adviser Mrs. Williams. This year, the 

upcoming show will be co-hosted by Haley Pinos for her senior project that she has been 

working on for the past school year. 

“I think it will be a successful show this year,” Pinos said. Haley and Mrs. Williams feel it is a great opportunity 

for the talented students to get their work shown off. 

“I think the Annual Art Show gives students the opportunity to show pride and expression in their artwork, and 

they also get to share it with a greater audience, not just the other students and the staff. I’m excited for the students who 

worked so hard,” Mrs. Williams shared. 

Haley Pinos also gushed about the show’s community impact: “I’m so excited for the showcasing; everyone in 

the classes worked so hard on their artwork, and a lot are very talented. I’m glad their artwork is given the chance to be 

shown to the whole community.” 

Artwork By Makayla Klein  

On Friday April 22nd, the students at Portage Area are participating in the Annual Earth Day Community Clean-

up.  It includes grades 7-12. Each grade cleans a different area. Students who are on the baseball and softball teams go to 

the fields and clean them. Mr. Gorba’s physics class goes to the park to stock trout while students from Mr. Trybus’s 

class plant trees throughout our community. The other grades do various cleaning along roads and other places in the 

community. This is a great way to help out the town by cleaning up the environment. 

Every year students enjoy taking part in the cleanup because it makes the town look beautiful, and it’s a day 

where students can get out of class for the afternoon and enjoy some fresh air. It really does make your community proud 

and look nice for out of town people and those that once lived here before. Members of the Fire Department, Portage 

Water Authority, Portage Township, and Portage Borough go out of their way with students to make sure the students 

are safe. 

This year, Earth Day is celebrated on Friday, April 22nd. PAHS always does the cleanup on the week of Earth 

Day, but it is always on that Friday of the week. Each student is required to bring in a permission slip signed by a parent 

or guardian before they are allowed to go and help clean up. If they do not bring in a permission slip, they have to stay at 

the school work on a productive school or class activity or read independently. This day is meant for studentrs to take 

time and clean up the community while having fun and a relaxing afternoon with no classes. The students will participate 

in the following activities : 

 Road-Side Litter Removal 
  Route 164 from Gigguetown Road to downtown Portage 

  Main Street to Route 53 

  Dulancey Drive (Sonman Road) 

  Route 53 from Red’s BBQ to Sheetz and from the Little Conemaugh (Munster Road) to Sheetz.  

 Crichton- McCormick Park Clean- up 
  Leaf and litter removal 

  Trout Stocking and litter removal along Kane run 

 Water and Sewage Treatment Plant Tours (8th Grade) 

 Ebensburg CoGeneration Facility Tour (7th Grade)  



By: Hannah Shaffer 
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Do you hate spare change lying around the house? Just can’t get rid of that loose change you can’t seem to 

spend on anything else?  Well worry no more because on Saturday April 23rd the Science Club will be collecting 

around town for their annual coin harvest. 

A coin harvest is where individuals knock door to door around the community and ask locals for generous 

donations. They will be collecting any unwanted or spare change someone may have laying around.  All coins and 

bills will be accepted.  They will start around 9 a.m. and will continue collecting throughout the afternoon.  All of 

the donations count, so even the smallest amount of coins can add up to reach our goal.  All proceeds will benefit 

the PHS Science Club and their trip to Washington D.C.  Please support the club that respects you, the environ-

ment, and detailed science. 

The seniors and juniors have been working hard all year to learn information in preparation for the afore-

mentioned end of the year trip.  They will be learning about science and history on their trip.  They will be going to 

various museums and the National Zoo. The science club appreciates all of the help the school and community al-

ready has put forth to help students learn more in the science field. 

The Science Club is supervised by Mr. Trybus with his student officers: Tyler Cadwallader as President, 

Sam Fedorko as Vice President, and Alli Kissell as Secretary/Treasurer.  They have had previous fundraisers in-

cluding the Avon Sale and the Earth Day t-shirt sale. 

Senior Allison Cerwensky stated, “It is nice to get out in the community and collect for anything that helps 

out with my senior class and the clubs we are involved in; the people in this town are really nice, so I think they 

will be generous with their donations.”  

Senior Sumer Slebodnick remarked, “It really helps out with our trip. I will try to do my best to help fund-

raise as much as possible.”   

 The Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) has been helping kids for 

the past couple years enjoy fun outdoor activities while learning how to be a good 

leader inside and outside the classroom. The camp RYLA dates are as follows: 

   Week 1: June 19th – 24th 

   Week 2: June 26th – July 1st 

   Week 3: July 10th – 15th 

 Attendance at Camp RYLA is by scholarship only. All winners are selected and funded by their local Rotary 

Clubs. Young men and women spend a week in a challenging program of discussions, inspirational addresses, leadership 

training and gallery social activities designed to enhance personal development, leadership skills and good citizenship. 

Mr. Randall has forms for the purpose of filling out to initiate the selection process, and there is no charge thanks to the 

Portage Rotary Club. 

 Students will also have the opportunity to participate in a character building program which focuses on leader-

ship, effective communication, trust and cooperation. Utilizing adventure, personal commitments and shared insights, 

students will gain an increased sense of confidence in themselves and in their team. 

 This year, the men and women Rotarians of the 91 clubs in Rotary Districts 5180 and 5190 will present this su-

perb educational retreat. Considered one of the outstanding youth programs in Rotary, the comprehensive, volunteer staff 

makes Camp RYLA a highlight of each participant’s educational experience. If a student is selected to participate, the 

opportunity to exchange ideas about current issues and discuss leadership and personal development with knowledgeable 

local and regional leaders including many District Rotarians will make the experience unique and worth the time and 

effort. 

 I talked to Emily Niper who attended last year, and she stated, “I hope students take the advantage of this great 

opportunity to attend this week long experience. Being able to participate in RYLA was a very eye-opening experience 

and really helped me learn how to better myself and community. 

 I also asked her what the setting was like when she attended, and she replied, “When you attend, the setting is 

(much) like any summer camp you would see on television or a movie. I believe it’s a great opportunity and hope kids 

sign up soon.” 
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By: Andrew Koval 

By: Elliott Vassas 

 The 1972 Z/28 Camaro, in my opinion, was one of the best, hottest, and most popular Camaros ever made. 

The way the body was made with the huge bug eye headlights and sharp large metal body made it look like an ab-

solute monster. Back in 1972, this car came with a 350 cubic inch Chevy small block engine that produced 270 

horsepower and 250 lbs. of torque. The 350 small block engine that was put in it was also the most popular engine 

that Chevrolet ever produced. The car also came with the option of a 3 speed automatic transmission or a 4 speed 

manual transmission. 

 The downside of this vehicle’s popularity: not very many of these cars were made due to a strike at GM 

where these cars were made. Production stopped April 6th 1972 and there were approximately 1000 unfinished cars 

made that were scrapped because it would cost too much to bring the 1972 Camaro up to code with the 1973 regu-

lations. So, to the sadness of potential buyers, there were about 120,000 Camaros made in 1972, but only 3,000 

Z/28’s were ever produced. 

 In addition to the mentioned engine features, the car also came with numerous packages from the factory. 

Packages such as Z/28, RS (Rally Sport), and SS (Super Sport). This year would also be the last year SS models 

were produced until the resurrection in 1996. The RS package also included numerous cosmetic changes including 

a distinctive front-end look that most noticeably featured two front bumpers on the left and right of the nose of the 

car instead of the normal full-width bumper, virtually identical to the previous year. While all these packages were 

great options for the Camaro, the Z/28 package was the best due to the legendary 350 small black engine, the Hurst 

4 speed manual transmission, and the Z/28 performance suspension and sound package...all for better driving and 

comfort while on the road. The 1972 Camaro was also mainly aimed toward road trips. Chevrolet’s motto in their 

ads for this car was: “Chevrolet Building a Better Way to See the U.S.A”. 

 In conclusion, this car was probably one of the best, if not the very best Camaros that Chevy has ever made 

due to its unique muscle bound body and its extremely loveable drivability. 

 On Thursday April 14th, the Democratic debate in New York was intended to 

be very intense. Held in Brooklyn, New York, Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders 

faced off in the ninth Democratic debate (of the season). The debate took place from 

9 -10 P.M. at the Duggal Greenhouse. Both candidates are familiar with the state and 

hope to win the popular vote. 

 What makes this debate so special are the ties both candidates have to New 

York. Hillary Clinton is a former U.S. senator representing New York for eight years. 

Her campaign headquarters is also located in Brooklyn. Bernie Sanders is a native of Brooklyn, born and raised. 

 According to some statistics, Clinton currently has 1,289 delegates and hopes to reach 2,383 delegates in order 

to hold the national Democratic nomination. Sanders has 1,038 delegates. Sanders recently surprised many people by 

gaining a large number of votes. The tension has grown stronger over time, and the debate was highly competitive.  In 

fact, the tension has been increasing in these past few weeks as both candidates prepared themselves for the New York 

debate. 

 Clinton and Sanders both believe that they are ready to take on Donald Trump, who is also a New Yorker. There 

is a 91% vote on the political prediction market that Hillary Clinton will win the primary. The polls show Clinton lead-

ing Sanders by 12 percentage points in the state overall. Gun laws will be a huge point of argument for the voters in New 

York. Bernie Sanders faced a lot of criticism in the past for his thoughts towards gun laws. There are many things that 

can be asked between these two candidates. They both have very different ideas of how they will run the United States, 

but they also share some similar ideas such as expansion of early childhood programs. People will continue to vote for 

Hillary Clinton. People will continue to vote for Bernie Sanders. The argument could go either way. With Sanders’ pre-

vious advantage in Wisconsin and Wyoming, Clinton has the potential to lose, but Sanders would need about 54% of the 

vote to bypass Clinton. 
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Beef Jerky 
By: Max Gossard 

Beef Strips Directions: 

Take the 2 pounds of beef round steak and slice them into thin strips 

Place beef strips in the bottom of a large bowl. Pour your ¼ cup soy sauce, 2 tablespoons Worcestershire 

sauce, 2 tablespoons liquid smoke, 2 tablespoons brown sugar, 2 teaspoons salt, 1 teaspoon pepper, 1 

teaspoon meat tenderizer, 1 teaspoon garlic powder, 1 teaspoon onion powder, and 1 teaspoon paprika 

over beef. Mix to assure all the meat is evenly coated. Cover and marinate in the refrigerator for 8 hours 

or overnight. 

Remove meat from bowl and place between two pieces of plastic wrap; pound (tenderize) to 1/8-inch thick-

ness. 

Arrange the meat strips on the tray of a dehydrator and dry at your dehydrator's highest setting until done to 

your liking, at least 4 hours. Store in an airtight container or Ziploc bags. 

 

Ground Beef Strip Directions: 

Trip the 2 pound beef round steak of any fat as when you grind the beef and dehydrate it, it turns the beef 

greasy. 

Grind the beef at least once. Twice is preferred 

Place all ground beef into a large bowl and add the 2 tablespoons brown sugar, 2 teaspoons of salt, 1 teaspoon 

ground black pepper, 1 teaspoon meat tenderizer, 1 teaspoon garlic powder , 1 teaspoon onion powder, and 

1 teaspoon paprika 

Mix all the ingredients in with the beef with hands. 

Place the mixture into a jerky shooter and shoot the jerky mixture into strips on the dehydration tray. Repeat 

this process until all the jerky mixture is used. 

Dehydrate the beef for at least 4 hours or until desired texture with the dehydrator on the highest setting. 

Enjoy or store in plastic Ziploc bags or in containers. 

Ingredients: 

•  2 pounds beef round steak 

•  1/4 cup soy sauce (optional) 

•  2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce (optional) 

•  2 tablespoons liquid smoke (optional)  

•  2 tablespoons brown sugar 

•  2 teaspoons salt 

•  1 teaspoon ground black pepper 

•  1 teaspoon meat tenderizer  

•  1 teaspoon garlic powder 

•  1 teaspoon onion powder 

•  1 teaspoon paprika 

This recipe could be followed in 2 ways and makes a great snack if you are 

on the run and need something to eat until you can get to dinner. 


